


Manitoba – the Heart of  
North American Hay Production
Discover Manitoba, the province in the centre 
of Canada with seven million hectares 
of prime, prairie agricultural land. Our 
clean air, abundant fresh water and 
fertile soil are used to produce 
the most lush, high quality hay in 
the world. 

Manitoba’s northern climate 
provides ideal conditions for 
exceptional hay production. Summer 
days see 17 hours of sunshine. 
The combination of long, warm days 
and cool, summer nights provides the 
perfect growing conditions for sweeter, more 
palatable forage. Manitoba’s short growing season 
and cold winters allow forage production without 
pesticides or chemicals. It’s the perfect source for 
quality hay that’s free of insects and impurities. 

Manitoba Hay Products – Serving Canada, USA and the World
Some of the finest quality hay in the world is produced in Manitoba. Fertile 
soils, a long growing season and few pests make for ideal growing and 
harvesting conditions.

Manitoba producers have a long history of shipping hay across Canada, USA and 
the World. Customers from Japan, Korea, Europe, Middle East, Florida, Texas 
and Wisconsin are among the growing numbers of customers who purchase 
thousands of tons of Manitoba hay annually. You can be confident that Manitoba 
hay producers can meet your needs regardless of where you live.

Manitoba’s Central Location  
Means Efficient Hay Shipment

Whether by truck, train, sea or air, Manitoba’s 
central location is the ideal place for 

shipping hay throughout North America 
and around the world. Manitoba is 

located on the north-south axis of the 
mid-continent trade corridor. Our hay 
is within a day’s trucking distance to 
over 80 million people. 

The Best Technology  
Gives Manitoba the Lead  

in Hay Production
Generations of innovative Manitoba hay 

producers have honed their production skills 
and made use of leading edge technology. Their 

expertise and state-of-the-art processing equipment 
result in efficient production and reliable product 
every time. 

Manitoba’s multi‑million dollar agricultural equipment 
manufacturing sector allows local forage producers the 
leading-edge technology they need to produce high 
volumes of quality hay efficiently. 



A Personal Commitment to Quality
Manitoba’s forage industry members work hard to 
maintain their well-deserved international reputation 
for the world’s best forage products. From seeding to 
early growth, through harvesting, processing, packaging 
and shipping, our careful attention to detail ensures 
the highest quality products. Producers follow a quality 
assurance approach to production that includes 
practices such as plastic-lined floors in storage sheds 
and pest control programs. 

Manitoba Hay Varieties
Manitoba hay is high in water-soluble carbohydrates 
which increases its digestibility and palatability. 
Manitoba product options include:

• �Alfalfa (or lucerne)
• Timothy
• �Meadow Brome grass
• �Smooth Brome grass
• Orchard grass

Alfalfa (Medicago sativa L.) is distributed worldwide. 
Often called the Queen of Forages, alfalfa is a 
herbaceous perennial legume. Manitoba alfalfa is 
of the finest quality and is known for its excellent 
milking abilities.

Timothy (Phleum pratense L.) is a cool season, perennial 
bunchgrass that grows naturally in most areas of the 
province. It mixes well with other species and produces 
good yields of high quality. Timothy hay is dry, dust 
and mildew free and consistently high in fibre and 
quality. Manitoba timothy has always been a favorite 
for livestock producers, particularly horse owners.

Meadow Brome grass (Bromus biebersteinii Roem. 
and Schult) is another choice for high quality hay buyers 
because it cures into soft, medium-green, leafy hay that 
livestock find very palatable. Meadow Brome is also 
often used as a hay grass because it combines well with 
alfalfa. This is because it has similar regrowth patterns 
as alfalfa.

Smooth Brome grass (Bromus inermis Leyss.) is a sod-
forming, tall, soft, leafy-stemmed grass that livestock 
find very palatable. It is reasonably easy to cure and 
makes medium-green hay.

Orchard grass (Dactylis glomerata L.) is grown in the 
more moist areas of Manitoba and is used as pasture and 
hay grass. It is a leafy plant, with few stems and makes 
a very palatable, bright-green, soft hay. It combines well 
with alfalfa and is often grown in a mixture.

Manitoba processors can offer customers choice of 
products, including pure timothy, timothy-alfalfa mix, 
alfalfa-grass mix, pure alfalfa, pure grass or sweet hay.

Our hay products can be delivered across the country 
in your choice of:

• Small square bales
• �Medium and large square bales

– twine 
– net wrapped 
– plastic wrapped

• �Compacted bales (sized to specifications) 

Timothy (Phleum pratense L.)Alfalfa (Medicago sativa L.)




