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Canola  
Crop stages range from 40% 
seed colour change to combined. 
On average 65% of the canola 
crop in Manitoba has been 
combined with yields ranging 
from 30 to 70 bu/acre. Frost over 
the weekend may have caused 
damage on the least mature 
canola and will need to be 
watched for pre-mature 
desiccation and shattering. In the 
2013 season, the main disease 
concerns have been blackleg 
and sclerotinia, with aster yellows 
at low levels; two fields were 
found with clubroot symptoms.  
Localized issues with Bertha 
armyworm and flea beetles have 
been at economic levels and 
controlled.   
 

Edible Beans 
Harvesting of edible beans 
continues. Yields to date have 
been reported to be very good, 
with yields over 2000 lbs/acre 
being reported. Harvesting in the 
Portage area is further behind 
the Red River Valley. Harvesting 
will continue in both areas this 
week as weather allows. The 
crop is generally mature enough 
to tolerate a light frost with 
minimal quality losses. 
 

Flax 
Crop staging ranges from early 
ripening to some of the very early 
seeded crops being combined.  
However, less than 5% of the 
crop is combined. To date good 
early yields have been reported.  
Staging for swathing or 

desiccation is when bolls are 
75% brown to completely brown 
and seeds rattle in the boll. 
Overall there are limited disease 
concerns in flax for 2013. Some 
fields did express symptoms of 
fusarium wilt. Other fields had 
some issues with late season 
grasshoppers feeding on the field 
edges. 
 

Fruit Crops 
Recent frosts this weekend on 
most of the day-neutral 
strawberry fields halted 
harvesting for the season (unless 
frost controls were in place). 
Good yields overall have been 
reported. Late season apple 
harvesting continues in the south 
central escarpment region of the 
province, with good yield and 
size. 
 

Soybeans 
Manitoba has experienced two 
small frost events during the last 
ten days. Most of the damage 
has been noted on the top 
portion of the plant with the 
freezing of the top leaves. This 
past week saw a few growers 
attempt to harvest in the Red 
River valley however many of the 
fields still had a few immature 
plants in the fields. Harvest will 
continue this week in the valley. 
Harvest has not yet begun in the 
western part of the province. 
These fields are still a few weeks 
yet from harvest.  
 

Sunflowers 
Crop staging is at R8 to R9. 
Insect issues for 2013 were 
mostly with lygus and banded 
sunflower moth larvae.  Some 
downy mildew, basal/mid-stalk 
sclerotinia and rust were seen in 
crop. Fungicides were applied for 
sclerotinia head rot in many 
fields. Some early signs of 
Sclerotinia have been observed.   
 

Vegetable Crops 
The lack of a killing frost on most 
vegetable operations has allowed 
for the continued harvesting of 
warm season crops such as 
peppers and tomatoes. Some of 
the tomato plants that were 
exposed to a light frost have 
exhibited leaf injury symptoms 
similar to late blight. Laboratory 
examination of a sample is 
required in order to confirm late 
blight. If you have tomatoes 
expressing late blight symptoms 
please send a sample to the 
Crop Diagnostic Centre for 
confirmation. Samples be 
dropped off at your local GO 
Office or sent directly to the Crop 
Diagnostic Centre at 545 
University Crescent, Winnipeg, MB. 
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