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FARM SAFETY COMMUNICATION

for
Editors, lllustrators, Cinematographers,
and Photographers

Agriculture is one of the most hazardous industries in Canada, and, unfortunately,
claims many children who are exposed to hazards in this industry. Itis crucial that those
responsible for mass media messages take care to contribute positively to farm safety.

Safe farm practices must be conveyed not just with words, but with visual accuracy. Visual
errors can actually negate the verbal message. These errors can not only cause costly
remakes and irate letters to editors, they can telegraph subliminal messages to the public
that were not meant to be sent. One wrong picture can undo a thousand words!

Using articles and stories emphasizing actual experiences of how safe work habits have
averted tragedy is a tried-and-true attention-getter. But be careful what your pictures are
saying while the words are being read or spoken.

The following guidelines give editors, illustrators,cinematographers, and photographers a list
of positive safety steps to safeguard against communicating wrong subliminal messages.
They are not meant to cover all the possibilities, therefore, the mostimportant rule of all is
“When in doubt, ASK!” - - farm safety consultants, safety leaders, or appropriate
Extension specialists.

DO...Show tractors and other farm equipment being maintained and operated safely.

* Tractors should have roll over protection structures.

* If a tractor is shown being operated on a public road, be sure it has a properly
mounted “slow-moving vehicle” emblem and flashing amber lights.

* The tractor must be operated at a reasonable speed by an adult wearing a seat
belt when equipped with a ROPS.

* Remember no extra riders!

DO NOT...Show individuals of any age riding in or on the backs of pick-up trucks, wagons,
or tractors; stepping over a rotating shaft; leaning over a conveyer; hand-feeding materials
into any machine with moving parts or blades; or using ladders in a haphazard manner.

DO...Portray farm workers in proper clothing for the job.

@ When showing farm workers with machinery, be sure they are not wearing items
that could become entangled in moving machine parts,; i.e., jewelry, drawstrings,
bandannas or ties, or loose clothing.






