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Recommended code of practice for
the care and handling of farm animals

B eef cattle

THE CODES OF PRACTICE:

The Codes of Practice are nationdly developed guiddinesfor the care and handling of different species of
farm animals. Codes are not intended to be used as production manuals; instead, the Codes are designed
to be used as an educationd tool in the promotion of acceptable management and welfare practices. The
Codes contain recommendationsto assist farmers and othersin the agriculture and food sector to compare
and improve thelr own management practices.

THE BEEF CODE:

The Recommended Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Beef cattle was developed from an
origina working draft contracted by the Ontario Cattleman's Association to Dr. Frank Hurnick, Professor,
Poultry and Anima Science, Univeraty of Guelph, Gudph, Ontario, in the early 1980's. This draft was
submitted to dl provinciad cattle organizations for review and input. As aresult, the recommended code of
practice for beef cattle was printed in 1991.

The code is intended to achieve a workable balance between the best interest of the animas and the
producers. It recognizesthe basi ¢ principles that humanenesstowards animalsisaprime consderation and
that animals treated well and protected from stress benefit producers.

People who are interested in beef cattle should obtain a copy of the code initsin entirety.
This factshest only highlights a amdl amount of the

information found in the complete Code of Practice for
beef cattle.

The complete Beef Cattle Code can be viewed at http://www.car c-crac.ca




HIGHLIGHTS:

Shelter and housing

It is beyond the scope of this code to describe al shelter and housing facilities used in cattle
production. Individuas requiring further details should refer to loca sources of information such as

universities, agriculturd ministries and loca successful beef producers

The design and use of shelter facilitiesfor beef cattle should promote the hedth, well-being and good

performance of animas at dl stages of their lives.

Natura or congtructed shelter areas should adequately protect animals from wesather fluctuations

characterigtic of the region.

Feedlots and paddocks used during cold seasons must have adequate windbresks to reduce wind
speed hence the wind-chill effect on cattle. Table 1 gives the wind-chill factors.

Table 1 Wind-chill factors

Actud air temperature (°C)
wind 10 4 -1 -7 -12 -18 -23
Speed . .
(knvh) Wind-chill factor
8 9 2 -3 -8 -15 -21 -26
16 4 -2 -8 -15 -22 -29 -34
24 2 -5 -12 -21 -28 -34 -41
32 0 -8 -16 -23 -31 -37 -45
40 -1 -9 -18 -26 -33 -39 -48
48 -2 -11 -21 -28 -36 -42 -51
56 -3 -12 -21 -29 -37 -44 -54
64 -3 -12 -22 -29 -38 -47 -56
72 -4 -13 -22 -30 -39 -48 -57
80 -4 -13 -23 -31 -40 -48 -58

Housing facilities should be designed and congtructed to ensure the animas comfort and to enhance

their good hesith.

Indl types of housing systems, cattle should be free to stand up and lie down comfortably et al times.

Feed and Water:

Dietsfor dl classes of beef cattle should be formulated in accordance with the recommendations of
the National Research Council (US) subcommittee on beef caitle nutrition in Nutrient requirements
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of beef cattle.

Cattle should have access to fresh, clean water at dl times. The average daily demand for cattle
weighing 500 kg (1100 Ib) is about 45 L and increases in hot weather upto 90 L.

Adequate feed must be provided regularly.
When cattle are fed in groups, al animas must have access to feed. Whenever redtricted feeding is

practiced, dl animas should have smultaneous accessto the feeders so that they may eat at the same
time.

Pastures:

Cattle on pasture should be inspected regularly, paying particular attention during high-risk periods
(e.g., seasond change, caving and introduction of new animds to the herd).

Cattle on pasture should have access to sufficient quantity and quality of feed and water.
St and minerd as required should be available at dl times.

All fences, including electric fences, on pastures and ranges should be safe and maintained in good,
functiond order.

Cattle on pasture or range should have access to a well drained resting area and to naturd or
congtructed shelter.

Calves:

Present beef cattle management dictates that most caves remain with their mothers for a least five
months after birth.

Particularly during the first month of life, calves should be observed regularly (preferably daily) to
ensure that they are adequately nourished and hedlthy.

Herd Management:

Everyone working with cattle or managing animd facilities must understand and accept ther
respongbility to prevent unnecessary suffering of animals.

Animportant skill of cattlemen is the ability to recognize early signs of distress or disease in animals
S0 that the cause can be identified and prompt, appropriate action taken.



Herd Health Management:

I Allanimadsand facilities should be ingpected routindly, and if necessary, appropriate action should be
taken immediately.

Distressed cattle should be dedt with humandy, effectively and promptly to prevent suffering.
Abnorma health conditions must receive proper treetment. Sick, injured or disabled cattlein severe
distress should not be subjected to the rigors of loading and transportation. These animas should be
euthanized or daughtered onthefarm. Under no circumstances should Sick, injured or disabled animal's
be transported either to livestock auction markets or long distances to mesat packers.

Auction Markets;

I Market operators should refuseto accept animasthat are clearly not in condition to be moved through
ther facilities without further injury or dress.

All Codes are presently developed by areview committee made up of representatives from farm groups,
animd welfare groups, veterinarians, animal scientists, federd and provincid governments, related
agricultura sectors and interested individuas. Thefollowing are some of theindividuasthat provided input
at various stages in the drafting of this code.

I Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

Canadian Cattlemen's Association and Affiliated Provincial Cattlemen's Organizations
Canadian Council on Animal Care

Canadian Federation of Humane Societies

Canadian Society of Animal Science

Canadian Veterinary Medical Association

Livestock Markets Association of Canada

University of Guelph

I'n 1995, the Canadian Agri-Food Research Council (CARC) and its Canada Committee on Animals and its
Expert Committee on Farm Anima Welfare and Behaviour, took the lead, a ong with the Canadian Federation
of Humane Societies in updating existing codes and devel oping new commodity codes.

Further information on the process of Code Development can be obtained from the Canadian Agri-Food
Research Council (CARC), Heritage House, Building 60, Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa, Ontario K1A
0Ce6.

Request for copies of the Codes can be addressed to the national commaodity group and/or specific provincial
organizations.

This factsheet was prepared by Penny Lawlis, Animal Care Inspector, Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Rura Affairs, with the assistance of an Editorial Committee. Anima welfare factsheets have been
printed and distributed through the financia support of your provincia agriculture department.



