
ENHANCING DEMOCRACY IN MANITOBA

Enhanced public access to the electoral process by:

· opening polls an hour earlier, at 7 a.m., on election day to allow voters more time to vote on the way to work;
· adding an additional day for advance voting on the second Saturday before the election; and
· improving access to advance polls in rural and northern areas so that residents in a community will not travel more than 30 kilometres to an advance poll.
Enhanced transparency in the electoral process by:

· expanding the options available to the commissioner of elections to resolve election issues;
· giving the commissioner of elections the discretion to comment on investigations;
· requiring that any compliance agreements and caution letters issued by the commissioner of elections to be made public;
· requiring lobbyists to register and disclose who they are lobbying and the techniques they are using;
· requiring that mailings from MLAs and caucuses are non partisan; and
· requiring caucuses to file an annual financial report with respect to special allowances received.
Enhanced fairness in the electoral process by:

· fixing a date for elections – the second Tuesday in June, every four years;
· introducing public financing of elections;
· limiting third-party advertising in an election period;
· extending the ban on government advertising to 60 days pre-election;
· extending a similar ban to mailings and advertising by MLAs and caucuses;
· increasing the non-election year advertising limit for political parties to $75,000 from $50,000; in the year of an election the limit is $150,000 outside the election period, and;
· requiring radio, television and newspapers to charge the lowest equivalent amount for advertising during an election.
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