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School Closures in Manitoba
· Most school divisions, whether in rural, northern or urban areas, have had persistently declining enrolment for many years.  In many rural school divisions, the decline has been significant. 

· Enrolment has declined an average of one per cent per year since 2003.  It is projected to decline by 1.3 per cent annually to 2011 with about two-thirds of school divisions expected to decline by more than the average. 

· Two rural divisions are growing significantly due to immigration. 

· The number of public schools in Manitoba has declined by 28 since 1999, to 684 in September 2007 from 712 in September 1999.  There were 38 schools actually closed, while 10 opened or were newly funded as public schools. 

· Currently, 13 schools are under review for closure in 2009. 

· As of Sept. 30, 2007, there were 249 schools with fewer than 150 students.

· Manitoba is the only province that does not have legislation governing school closures.

· Manitoba has policy guidelines for school closures.  These guidelines have been in place since 1982. 

· The Manitoba government provides grants to school divisions to offset the cost of declining enrolments.  Urban school divisions are eligible for a declining enrolment grant that delays the financial impact of reduced enrolment by one year.  Rural and northern school divisions are also supported through a declining enrolment grant. Other measures include a small schools grant of up to $1.8 million, sparse population grants up to $11 million and transportation and clinician funding.
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