
COMMUTER CHALLENGE

· Resource Conservation Manitoba organizes the Commuter Challenge in Manitoba.  The agency depends on local planning partners in the fields of health, active transportation, government and environment, as well as community and government sponsors. 
· For the first time, Resource Conservation Manitoba will be presenting a Commuter Friendly Workplace Award to recognize workplaces that offer exceptional year-round commuter options programs for employees.

This designation distinguishes those workplaces leading the way as commuter friendly workplaces.  Programs that actively encourage walking, cycling, taking transit, carpooling, and telecommuting are eligible. 

Examples of workplace initiatives could be registered in the Commuter Challenge are carpool‑matching programs, secure bike parking, telework policies, EcoPass participation, bicycle maintenance workshops and others.
The application deadline for the workplace award is March 16, 2009, and a winner will be announced at next year’s Commuter Challenge in June.  More information and applications are available at www.resourceconservationmanitoba.mb.ca/gci/TDM. 
· Last year, 12,881 commuters representing more than 250 workplaces and schools walked, cycled, carpooled and rode the bus for the Commuter Challenge.

· In Manitoba, Commuter Challenge participants prevented an estimated 154 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions from entering the atmosphere.

· According to Go for Green, nationally, the 2007 Commuter Challenge event achieved greenhouse gas reductions equivalent to the following: 
· 878 passenger cars not driven for one year,
· 462,059 gallons of gasoline,
· 9,435 barrels of oil, and
· 169,036 propane cylinders used for home barbeques.

WHY PARTICIPATE IN THE COMMUTER CHALLENGE?
· Light-duty vehicles account for over 14 per cent of Manitoba’s annual greenhouse gas (GHG)  emissions (Environment Canada, 2007).  GHG emissions are the leading cause of climate change.

· Sixty-three per cent of working Manitobans do not get enough physical activity.  Commuter Challenge 2008 provides an active and fun way to prevent greenhouse gas emissions and address physical inactivity.
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WHAT IS THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG TRANSPORTATION HUB?
· The University of Winnipeg’s sustainable transportation hub and bike station will provide public transit users, cyclists and pedestrians a central point of contact and information, waiting areas, secure bicycle storage, lockers and repair facilities.

· The initiative is a product of the University of Winnipeg’s Transportation Working Group of the Campus Sustainability Council.
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