MANITOBA MINING WEEK ACTIVITIES
Free family fun takes place at The Forks Plaza from 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, and 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday.
This year’s activities at The Forks include opportunities to:

· Pan for gold with Yukon Dan, champion gold panner.  Leave no stone unturned as you play prospector for a day.

· Stump the Rock Doc.  Bring a neat rock, talk to the doc.

· Be a rock hound.  Collect your own fossil and mineral samples.

· Check out the equipment used for exploration and extraction of minerals. 

· See the demos.  Watch how the experts cut and polish precious stones.

· Trace the past.  See Manitoba’s rich mining history from the 1800s to the present.

· Examine mineral samples and the many products you use that contain minerals.

· Test your mining IQ.  Spin the wheel, answer a question and win a prize.
· Enter free draws.  Children 17 years of age and under can enter to win books or Manitoba Museum passes; adults can enter to win a trip to the TANCO mine at Bernic Lake, the mining board game Explorium or a copy of Rocks and minerals for the collector:  Sudbury to Winnipeg.  
MINING FACTS

· Manitoba currently produces 14 per cent of Canada’s nickel, 14 per cent of cobalt, 10 per cent of copper, 18 per cent of zinc, four per cent of gold and 100 per cent of Canada’s tantalum and cesium.   

· Mining is a key contributor to Manitoba’s economy and the province’s second-largest primary resource industry.  It had a record-breaking year as a result of record-setting metal prices that boosted the value of mineral production for 2007 to over $2.5 billion for metallic and industrial minerals. 

· Manitoba’s eight operating mines directly employ approximately 3,500 people, mostly in the north, and generate an estimated additional 14,000 jobs in spinoff businesses.  

· Natural Resources Canada’s preliminary estimate for 2007 company spending on exploration in Manitoba is $87.9 million, an all-time high and a 66 per cent increase from 2006 spending of $52.9 million. 

· In 2007, HudBay Minerals announced the Lalor Lake discovery in the Snow Lake region which the company believes is the most significant new zinc discovery in Canada in many years.  

· Crowflight Minerals will reach full production in early 2009 at Manitoba’s newest mine.  The Bucko Lake Nickel Project located near Wabowden will employ up to 200 people directly, providing training and employment opportunities as well as spinoff business for support services.




Back grounder








••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••











