
FLOOD PREPAREDNESS IN MANITOBA, SPRING 2009

Flood-proofing measures:

· Substantial progress has been made on flood proofing the Red River Valley to 1997 flood levels plus two feet.  There are 1,700, or an estimated 95 per cent of homes, businesses and farms in the Red River Valley, that now have this level of protection.

· The Community Ring Dike Program provided for ring dikes around 18 communities at a cost of $43 million to meet the 1997 plus two-feet standard.  These communities are Rosenort, Morris, Brunkild, St. Jean Baptiste, Dominion City, St. Adolphe, Emerson, Letelier  Ste. Agathe, Grand Pointe, Niverville, Gretna, Aubigny, Lowe Farm, Riverside, St. Pierre-Jolys, Rosenfeld and Roseau River.

· The Water Resources Administration Act has been passed, ensuring all new developments in the Red River Valley are compliant with 1997 levels plus two feet.

· The floodway expansion project has achieved 1-in-500 year flood protection and, weather co-operating, it is well on its way to providing 1-in-700 year flood protection by this spring.

· Ring dike projects have been completed on Kingston Crescent, North Drive, Kilkenny Drive and Parkwood Place in Winnipeg.
Provincial preparedness:

· The Manitoba Emergency Measures Organization (EMO) has contacted communities to ensure they are at the required state of readiness and many communities have exercised their emergency plans.

· Many local emergency operation centres have been greatly improved and extensive training of municipal employees has been provided.

· The province has bolstered flood-fighting equipment with the purchase of two new sandbag‑making machines. 

· A list of sandbag companies has been supplied to the communities. 

· There are 3,000 metres of inflatable flood barrier available. 

· The province has developed a database of government equipment needed to defend against flooding. 
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Ice-mitigation program:

· This spring, Manitoba will have two Amphibex icebreakers and ice-cutting machines on the Red River, especially near Selkirk, to help ensure movement of ice during the spring breakup.  

· Contracts have been signed with the North Red Community Water Maintenance Corporation to deliver the provincial ice-mitigation program. 

Other improvements:

· Considerable work has been done to protect individual drinking water supplies including the conversion of domestic wells to rural water supply pipelines and there has been remediation and protection of existing wells.  

· The 50-station Red River/Assiniboine River hydrometric system has been upgraded to provide real-time data for flood forecasting.
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