MANITOBA WINTER ROADS
· Manitoba’s winter road system has approximately 2,200 kilometres of roadways.
· The typical winter road season lasts eight to 12 weeks ending in March.  Opening of the system is dependent on the weather as is closing when ice begins to melt.
· The winter road system serves approximately 30,000 Manitobans in 23 communities in areas where there are no permanent roads.
· Since 2001, more than 25 per cent or about 600 kilometres of the system has been moved from lakes, rivers and creeks onto land to further improve safety, reduce environmental risks and promote sustainability.
· The overall federal/provincial budget to open and maintain the system has increased this year to a total of $9 million.
· Since 2001-02, $4.7 million has been spent on route realignments and relocations.
· Since 2000-01, $15.6 million has been invested in bridge improvements such as realignment work and replacement of the Gods Lake Narrows bridge.
· Most of these projects are cost-shared with the federal government.
· Construction and maintenance work is contracted out primarily to the local communities or First Nations joint venture companies, creating local jobs and providing construction training opportunities.
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