
THE MANITOBA ENHANCED IDENTIFICATION CARD

· The Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) is a U.S. law that requires Canadian citizens ages 16 and over to present a valid passport or other secure document proving identity and citizenship when travelling to or through the U.S. by land or water.  It comes into effect on June 1. 

· The new Manitoba enhanced identification card is a voluntary provincial photo identification card that meets these new requirements

· Manitoba is one of the first Canadian provinces to have a business plan to issue EIC documents approved by the U.S. government.

· Canadian citizens who are residents of Manitoba can apply for the EIC at Autopac agents and Manitoba Public Insurance service locations across the province.  After filling out the EIC application, applicants will be scheduled for an interview at an MPI interview centre.  This interview will be approximately 30 minutes in length.

· Interested applicants are encouraged to read the Manitoba Enhanced Identification Card Applicant’s Guide, which will be available online soon at www.mpi.mb.ca, before deciding to apply.

· Applicants must provide documents proving date of birth, identity, Manitoba residency and Canadian citizenship.  People with current Manitoba driver’s licences have already established date of birth, identity and Manitoba residency and only have to prove Canadian citizenship with a birth certificate or other document. 

· Once cards are in production in the spring and once the applicant is approved, applicants should receive their cards in the mail 10 to 15 days following their interview.

· The EIC is valid for at least five years. 

· The EIC costs $30 for drivers with valid Manitoba licences and $50 for all others.  The additional cost for non-drivers is due to the extra time required to establish a new account and verify identity.
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