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Growing Forward – Innovation Fund

I. Industry Innovation Suite


Supports investment in innovative projects brought forward by participants in the sector.

A. The Agri-Food Research and Development Initiative (ARDI) helps farmers, farm associations, entrepreneurs and businesses develop new products and processes.  By teaming clients with appropriate university and college departments, ARDI can provide the opportunity for projects to access professional research and development staff.  Past projects have had significant success in reducing farm production costs, developing value-added products and creating new sources of income for agricultural producers.

B. Through the Farm Diversification and Innovation Centres, inventors and innovators can move more new ideas and technologies from test conditions in laboratories to scientific evaluation under field conditions.  The discovery of new primary production options and value-added processing methods encourages more investment by farmers and ranchers and raises their profile in the marketplace.  Producer and industry partners operate centres at Melita, Roblin and Arborg.  The federal and provincial governments maintain centres at Portage la Prairie, Carberry and Winkler. 

C. Funding through the Agri-Extension Innovation program works with MAFRI’s extension professionals helping farmers evaluate new technology or management practices by using test processes or technology in real farm or ranch conditions.  Projects that succeed under real conditions create new financial opportunities for the inventor and technology or process benefits for the farmers who use them.

D. The Manitoba Agri-Innovation Suite (MAIS) program helps producers develop products from concept to market for new innovative products for the agri-food industry.  MAIS will help Manitoba-based entrepreneurs, enterprises, cooperatives and value chains involved in the development and production of agricultural value-added products.
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II. Strategic Innovation Suite


Supports investment in strategically important initiatives brokered by the province among government and industry stakeholders.

A. The new Advancing Agri-Innovation Program helps Manitobans and Canadians form business alliances between producers, processors, researchers and consumers so they can work together to capture opportunities. Introducing and supporting partnerships and communication chains can help identify changing demands in the volume and variety of foods produced; increase the research and use of specific foods to maintain health and battle disease; create new forms of energy from waste products and sustainable resources; and invent more sustainable green products. 

B. Strategic Innovation Grant to the University of Manitoba that supports important research across the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences.

C. Strategic Innovation Grant to the Prairie Agricultural Machinery Institute (PAMI) to support agricultural research, development, and testing of farm equipment and technology aimed at enhancing the productivity and income of Manitoba’s agricultural producers. 
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