
PHOSPHORUS AND WATER PROTECTION IN MANITOBA

The Manitoba government has taken several steps to protect water from phosphorus over the past 10 years including: 

· passing the most comprehensive legislation in the country to protect surface and groundwater from the impacts of phosphorous;

· investing millions of dollars for waste-water treatment infrastructure upgrades to remove phosphorous;

· introducing the first-in-Canada ban on phosphates in dish detergent;

· instituting a moratorium on hog expansion in areas near Lake Winnipeg;

· introducing the first-in-Canada ban on lawn fertilizers containing phosphorous;

· introducing new buffer zones protecting water from the spreading nutrients like phosphorous and a outright ban in sensitive areas;

· instituting a major initiative to protect wetlands and riparian areas by providing incentives to farmers to protect these sensitive lands;

· starting a wetland restoration initiative to restore Manitoba’s two largest marsh wetlands, Netley and Delta;

· banning new sewage ejectors provincewide and banning septic fields in provincial parks and sensitive areas within a new enforcement initiative; and 

· funding for research, planning and work with inter-jurisdictional partners to help keep phosphorous out of Manitoba’s watershed and help Lake Winnipeg.
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