
Western Manitoba Cancer Centre 

The Western Manitoba Cancer Centre is being developed through a partnership between the Brandon Regional Health Authority and CancerCare Manitoba.  The total project cost is approximately $24 million.  Smith Carter Architects and Engineers is the firm that designed the building which will incorporate green initiatives.  EllisDon is the general contractor.

Building    

· approximately 22,250 sq. ft;
· single story with a partial basement and crawlspace; and
· connected to Brandon Regional Health Centre via a tunnel.
The building will be constructed in compliance with the Government of Manitoba’s green building policy, which requires:

· use of an integrated design process;
· the building to be 33 per cent more efficient than the Model National Energy Code for Buildings and meeting Manitoba Hydro’s Power Smart design standards;
· life-cycle costing of the building;
· minimum LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Silver certification; and
· preference for low- or zero-carbon renewable energy source.
To help achieve the LEED Silver status, the following are some examples of the technology that will be used:

· geothermal technology,
· extensive use of natural light,
· heat recovery systems,
· daylight sensors and occupancy sensors, and
· low-flow toilets and infrared sinks.
The cancer centre will house the following:

· a central waiting area and reception for all patients;
· a clinic area consisting of four exam rooms, a central clinic control area, a multidisciplinary workroom, a group room and a rounds room;
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· an expanded chemotherapy department, which will include regular patient stations, as well as a stretcher bay, phlebotomy chairs and a full isolation room;
· a radiation therapy department housing a waiting/change area, a CT simulator, a full treatment-planning department and a state-of-the-art linear accelerator, associated with a nuclear electronics/physics lab in the basement;
· numerous rooms/areas that will help to enhance the patient experience including a Look Good, Feel Better room, a teaching room and a garden area; and
· space for volunteers, who provide valuable support to patients and staff.
Radiation Therapy

· The bunker housing the linear accelerator will be built above ground, a first in Manitoba, and it will also be door-free, another first for Manitoba.

· The linear accelerator will be capable of delivering radiation using the latest treatment techniques.

· The centre will also have a dedicated CT simulator equipped with all the latest technology.

· This facility and program will create approximately 32 new positions, a combination of CancerCare Manitoba and Brandon Regional Health Authority staff.
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