
FAMILY DOCTORS IN MANITOBA

Over the past 10 years, Manitoba has added more family doctors and nurses and introduced innovations that allow them to care for patients more efficiently. 

More doctors and nurse practitioners throughout Manitoba: 

· 223 more family doctors and 94 more nurse practitioners in Manitoba today than in 1999;
· an additional 40 medical-school spaces in Manitoba since 1999 and the largest-ever medical school classes with 110 students, up from 70 in 1999; 

· a 60 per cent tuition tax credit and return of service grants to make Manitoba an attractive place to practise medicine and nursing; and
· Canada’s first two-year northern and rural family-medicine residency program, now fully subscribed with 25 students who have committed at least two years of service in northern and remote communities. 

Increased capacity of family doctors to see more patients:
· ACCESS centres with primary-care clinics in River East, Transcona and downtown with two more on the way in St. James and northwest Winnipeg; 

· Advanced Access patient scheduling, which ensures more patients can see a family doctor more quickly; 

· support for doctors in adding electronic medical records to their clinics, which will better co‑ordinate and organize patient care; 

· CareLink, a $6-million pilot to make innovative use of information technology and HealthLinks to connect patients with primary care after regular clinic hours ($4.5 million from Canada Health Infoway); 

· more nurses, dieticians and other professionals for family doctors’ offices to help patients manage their chronic-health conditions through the $11-million Physician Integrated Network;
· two nationally-recognized projects to help family physicians reduce wait times by referring patients to the right specialist the first time (Catalogue of Specialized Services and the Bridging the Specialist Gap projects); and 

· the Family Doctor Connection Line to help Manitobans find doctors accepting new patients in their area.
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