
Compensation for Victims of Crime Program

The Compensation for Victims of Crime Program provides compensation for personal injury or death resulting from certain crimes occurring within Manitoba.  People injured as a result of a crime and immediate family members of a person who was killed due to a crime may be entitled to compensation.  People may also be compensated if they were injured while helping a police officer or while trying to prevent a crime.  An offender does not have to have been caught for someone to apply for compensation, but the crime must have been formally reported to the police.

A claim might be denied if:

· the incident was not reported to the police within a reasonable amount of time after it occurred,
· the victim refused to help authorities catch or prosecute the offender when they could have,
· the victim’s injury or death occurred while participating in a criminal offence,
· the victim’s actions contributed directly or indirectly to his/her injury, or

· the claimant did not provide requested information within a reasonable amount of time.

With the changes, a claim might also be denied or reduced if:

· the victim was convicted of certain offences under the Criminal Code or the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act within certain timeframes.

Compensation could cover reasonable expenses not already covered by another source resulting from a criminal incident including: 

· payment of medical expenses such as prescription drug costs and ambulance bills;

· replacement of damaged clothing;

· dental treatment, replacement or repair of dentures;

· replacement or repair of prescription eyeglasses;

· grief therapy or other counselling services;

· compensation for lost wages if the victim is disabled or fatally injured;

· support payments for dependants;

· rehabilitation or retraining;

· compensation for permanent disability; and

· payment of funeral expenses.
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Losses not covered by the Compensation for Victims of Crime Program include:

· compensation for pain and suffering;

· stolen items and/or money;

· loss or damages to property including a vehicle or home;

· injuries received on the job when Workers Compensation is payable;

· injuries arising from a motor vehicle accident;

· injuries sustained outside Manitoba; and

· benefits that are payable through other insurance plans or programs.

What other sources of income are considered?

The program must consider any money paid or payable to a claimant from any other source in relation to the injury or death.  This includes benefits received from other federal or provincial government programs such as the Canada Pension Plan, Employment Insurance, Workers Compensation and Employment and Income Assistance.  It can also include any other public or private insurance plan such as life, accident, sickness or disability insurance.  Compensation may be reduced or terminated if the claimant receives benefits through another source and claimants may have to reimburse the program if they receive other benefits after compensation was paid.
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