
THE MEL JOHNSON SCHOOL GARDENING PROJECT
FRONTIER SCHOOL DIVISION, WABOWDEN
· The Mel Johnson School Gardening Project began in 2006 when local teacher and avid gardener Eleanor Woitowicz decided to create a garden project for her grade 3 and 4 students.  She was joined by teacher Bonnie Monias and together they created the program as a way to teach students about sustainable development, food security, health and the environment.

· While many schools have gardens on school property, the Wabowden project is unique in that the gardens are located in students’ yards at home.  This provides students with access to their gardens over the summer and encourages a sense of ownership, making it more likely for both children and their families to take an active role in growing their own food.

· Fresh produce is expensive in northern Manitoba and has to be flown in from other areas.  The school gardening project teaches children to plant, tend and harvest their gardens, allowing them to grow produce they’ve never seen before and add healthy food to their diets.  The food is grown without pesticides and using only organic fertilizer.

· Each year, more students participate in the project with over 70 gardens planned this year.  Last year, for the first time, six elders joined the students by planting their own gardens, connecting the school with different generations in the community.

· The project has attracted attention outside Wabowden.  It was featured on the David Suzuki Digs My Garden website as an example of an inspirational garden.  In 2009, Woitowitcz was honoured by the provincial government with a Manitoba Excellence in Sustainability award.   

· A documentary film has been created on the project by Winnipeg filmmaker Katharina Stieffenhofer, produced in association with Buffalo Gal Pictures.  …And This Is My Garden captures Woitowitcz and the students as they work on their gardens through the 2009 growing season.  The filmmaker hopes the documentary will increase exposure for the project, inspiring other teachers to start similar programs at their schools.  More information on the documentary can be found at http://andthisismygarden.com.
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