
CANCER PREVENTION STRATEGY
Since the strategy was developed in 2007, Manitoba has invested more than $60 million in the battle against cancer.  Some of the significant advancements and investments that have been made to date include the following:
Improving Cancer Prevention

· Investing $720,000 to provide community cancer services as well as health and wellness programs at a new wellness centre to be built by the community of Eriksdale.
· Strengthening cervical cancer prevention in Manitoba with a $10.8 million investment over three years for a voluntary HPV vaccine.
· Investing in health promotion initiatives such as Manitoba in motion, healthy schools, providing low-cost bike helmets and developing fitness tax credits for children and youth.

Detecting Cancer Earlier

· Introducing a new colon screening program called Coloncheck.  While still a fairly new program, Manitoba’s screening rates are the highest in the country. 

· Investing $982,000 to increase the number Manitoba women screened for breast cancer with 10,000 more breast-cancer screening appointments and better access to diagnostic services.

· Utilizing Manitoba’s screening programs which research indicates have reduced the number of late stage cancers being diagnosed and therefore improved the chances for successful treatment.

Enhancing Treatment and Improving Care

· Enhancing patient navigation, improving the ease of access to treatment and care throughout the course of their illness and reducing the stress associated with navigating different points of service.

· Investing $24 million for the development of the Western Manitoba Cancer Centre, the first facility to provide radiation therapy outside of Winnipeg as well as chemotherapy and outpatient care.

· Installing advanced radiation therapy equipment for Winnipeg and Brandon at a cost of 
$18 million, replacing three linear accelerators in Winnipeg and adding one in Brandon. 

· Adding more life-extending drugs to the list of medications covered under pharmacare.  

· Investing $1.9 million in new chemotherapy facilities in Steinbach.
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