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In-Store Wine and Beer Making

The Liquor and Gaming Authority of Manitoba (LGA) can authorize and regulate in-store brewing in Manitoba under the authority of The Liquor and Gaming Control Act. Regulations are currently being developed to allow businesses to operate and offer these services, while at the same time improving public safety. The LGA expects to open the in-store brewing authorization process to eligible businesses that sell wine and beer making supplies by spring 2015.

In-store brewing facilities provide customers with the ingredients, instructional advice, and equipment to produce wine and beer for off-site personal consumption in private locations. Customers purchase ingredients on-site, mix their wine or beer, and leave it on the premises for fermentation. After a period of time, customers return to bottle their wine or beer and remove the product from the site. 

Consumer demand for in-store wine and beer making has grown across Canada among hobbyists who enjoy making their own wine and beer. Ferment-on-premises operate in the majority of other Canadian jurisdictions, including Manitoba’s neighboring provinces.

Offering new business opportunities is consistent with the government’s commitment to modernizing liquor laws, including enhancing entrepreneurial opportunity and consumer choice. Some existing Manitoba businesses that sell home wine and beer-making supplies have expressed interest to government in establishing in-store brewing facilities. 

Regulations are being developed to reflect the best practices established across Canada, social responsibility requirements, and federal excise regulations. Regulations will require that all beer and wine produced through in-store brewing must be for a customer’s personal home use. Beer and wine produced through in-store brewing cannot be served or sold at social occasion permit events or at licensed premises.
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