

Award winners
The Rev. Harry Lehotsky Award

Connie Newman is a teacher and dedicated volunteer who lives and works in St. James.  A leader in her community for over 20 years, she advocates for people of all ages in the areas of health, welfare and community development.  She is the president of the St. James Assiniboia Senior Centre and has been involved with the Assiniboia Youth Community Resource Centre since its inception.  Newman is also involved with the Skateboard Coalition of Manitoba as the chair of the Skatepark West Steering Committee.  

2007 Attorney General Safer Communities Awards 

· Individual under 18

Jessica Lawrence has been volunteering in her community since 2005.  She divides her time between the Jack Be Nimble child-care program at Kildonan East Collegiate and a girls club that operates out of the Valley Gardens Community Club.  Lawrence is also involved in her school’s human rights club and key club, which organized a Koats for Kids campaign and raises money for various charities. 
· Individual over 18

Diane Steiner has been involved in youth programming in Selkirk for more than four years, using the principles of restorative justice when approaching issues.  She was instrumental in the formation of the Youth Coalition at École Selkirk Junior High, a team of youth and community stakeholders working together to make positive changes within their school and community.  Steiner involves youth in decision-making, direction and goal-setting programs which both empower the youth and give them something to call their own.  In addition to the coalition work, Steiner has implemented a talent development program at École Selkirk Junior High that works toward developing self-esteem, skills and future interests.

· Community-based initiative (rural)

The École Selkirk Junior High Youth Coalition was created in 2004.  It includes 14 student members from the school and 15 community partners, working together to raise awareness of youth’s ability to be actively involved in the community and to provide positive choices during their free time.  Their activities included participating in a community justice forum, hosting a student justice forum, working to increase opportunities for student volunteerism and increasing the amount of Aboriginal content in their school courses.  
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· Community-based initiative (urban)

SafetyAid is a comprehensive crime prevention program that aims to prevent break and enters and give seniors a greater sense of safety and security in their homes.  In 2003, Age and Opportunity launched the program in Winnipeg in partnership with the Winnipeg Police Service and Manitoba Justice.  The program provides seniors with home safety audits conducted by experienced tradespersons and free home security devices that are usually installed that day.  The program has expanded to include 16 other communities and now works with the RCMP and Brandon Police Service, and provides information on how to prevent falls in co-operation with Manitoba Health.  
Community Justice Initiative 

Sam Anderson recently retired from the RCMP, having dedicated 25 years to the service and public safety.  His Follow Your Dreams program began seven years ago.  This year it gave 1,700 Aboriginal youth and their families an opportunity to attend a Manitoba Moose hockey game.  The evening included the presentation of youth recognition awards and presentations by Aboriginal role models such as Adam Beach and Tina Keeper.  It provides an opportunity for youth to interact with RCMP members in a positive environment.  Partners in the program include the Manitoba Moose, RCMP, Perimeter Air and the First Nations Inuit Health Branch.  

Citizens on Patrol Program
The Portage la Prairie Citizens on Patrol group has been active in the community since 1992 and was the first group of its kind in Manitoba.  In addition to their volunteers’ regular patrol duties, they assist the RCMP in special surveillance shifts and offer a residential check program to keep an eye on properties when people are away.  The 40-member group also 
co-ordinates and participates in Manitoba Public Insurance’s Speedwatch program.  

Excellence in Law Enforcement Award Recipients
Const. Randy Antonio has been with the Winnipeg Police Service (WPS) since 1994, serving in a number of assignments including the Arson Strike Force.  He is assigned to the Missing Person Unit and trains other officers in the use of GPS technology and in chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and explosive awareness.  Antonio is also the WPS ground-search team co-ordinator and is actively involved in the St. Andrews and Clandeboye volunteer fire service and Interlake search and rescue teams.   
Det. Sgt. Gene Bowers joined the WPS in 1990.  He is currently assigned to the Morals Unit and sits on the Prostitution Diversion Advisory Committee.  He has been involved in many specialized projects addressing the sex trade including So Long John, Project Snap Shot and worked in partnership to create the Sex Trade Reality Check booklet.  The booklet shows the legal, moral and medical repercussions of buying sex on the street.    
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Insp. Harley Bryson began his career with the Brandon Police Service in 1974.  He worked his way through the ranks, receiving an exemplary service medal as a detective in 1994 and a distinguished service medal in 1998 while working as a staff sergeant.  Bryson is an avid curler and has taught hundreds of young Manitobans the finer points of the game, promoting sportsmanship, fairness and self-pride. 
Cpl. Gary Hollender was stationed in Cross Lake in 2005 when he was asked to help the community council start an army cadet corps.  It has been a very successful endeavour with 45 cadets trained in the first five months of the program.  The cadet program helps address the need for youth in the community to have positive opportunities and builds excellent relationships between them and the police.  Hollender began serving with the RCMP in 1988 and is currently assigned to the detachment in Leduc, Alta.  
Const. Christopher Kalansky has been involved in dozens of community projects, charitable events and regularly volunteers whenever needed while also working full time with the Winkler Police Service.  A fraction of the list of his activities includes volunteering with the Winkler Fire Department, Citizens on Patrol, Ducks Unlimited, Kinsmen, Shrine Circus, Canadian Red Cross, Canadian Blood Services, Special Olympics, Canadian Cancer Society Daffodil Days, Cops for Cancer, Safe Grad and Old Timers Hockey Challenge and organizing the Winkler Police Service Centennial booklet and celebrations.
Det. Sgt. Kevin Kavitch supervises team members in the WPS’s Stolen Auto Unit and has been with the WPS since 1993.  He developed a computer program that helps track the relationship between the number of vehicle thefts and the custody status of known young offenders.    
Staff Sgt. Kathie King began her career with the RCMP in 1975.  During the 1980s, she specialized in child abuse investigations and was involved in developing interviewing techniques that allowed for compassion in dealing with victims while improving the likelihood of securing a conviction.  King has been involved in cybertip.ca and the Integrated Child Exploitation Unit.  She is currently the Major Crime Services Operations non-commissioned officer in Winnipeg, the premiere RCMP investigative unit in the province.  
Supt. Corrine Scott broke new ground for women in the WPS as the first female to be appointed through the ranks as a staff sergeant and to her current post of superintendent. Scott founded the WPS Policewomen’s Network, and is active in the Canadian and International Associations of Chiefs of Police and the International Association of Women Police. 
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Auxiliary Const. David Holman works for Manitoba Justice and has spent 10 years volunteering with the RCMP in Headingley.  He participates and has helped in the organization of the RCMP Run for Cancer and is very active in the community including involvement with the Downtown Watch, March West Fundraising Committee, White Horse Plains Christmas Fund and the Indigenous Games.
Auxiliary Const. Joseph Pilon has been a volunteer with the Lac du Bonnet RCMP detachment for more than 10 years.  His community involvement also includes serving on the Lac du Bonnet Fire Department as a firefighter and instructor and the Pine Falls District Ambulance Service and Lac du Bonnet District Ambulance Service as a paramedic.  Pilon is the regional EMS training manager for the North Eastman Health Association Inc.  He also works with the Lac du Bonnet Archery Club.
Auxiliary Const. Len White has volunteered with the Portage la Prairie RCMP detachment since 1996.  White has been actively involved in the Lions Club and was one of the original organizers of the Citizens on Patrol Program in Portage la Prairie.  He chaired that program from inception until becoming an auxiliary constable.  
National Crime Prevention Strategy Award

The Newcomers Employment and Education Development Services (NEEDS) provides accessible services and supports the multi-faceted needs of newcomers to Manitoba especially refugees, war-affected children, youth, victims of torture and their families.  Their work includes programming designed to help prevent at-risk refugee youth from joining street gangs and participating in criminal activities. 
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