
GRAND RELATIONS
First Choice

This program is a confidential, alternative dispute-resolution technique.  It is intended to reach earlier settlements of custody and access disputes, expedite judicial case management, reduce expensive custody and access evaluations, focus necessary evaluations on critical issues, move families through court as quickly and inexpensively as possible, and maximize efficiency.  The program is also called early neutral evaluation. 

In this program, court-referred parents and their lawyers participate in extended sessions with a male/female team of experienced evaluators.  Each side presents its view.  The evaluators meet and then share their perspective on the merits of each position.  They identify the definitive issues and predict what a full evaluation might conclude.  The parties confer with their lawyers and discuss settlement. 

The team can schedule additional meetings or services as required.  Where settlement is not possible, the team suggests resources and services to assist the parties to limit and minimize their dispute. 

For The Sake of The Children

A child-focused information program, For the Sake of the Children, provides parents, grandparents and others information about resolving disputes, children’s needs and healthy communication.  The program is offered in a number of Manitoba communities.  Videos and CDs are also available at public libraries and child and family services and family conciliation offices.
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