
MANITOBA’S MINING INDUSTRY
· During the last 12 years, MEAP has paid $22 million in assistance, returning more than $148 million in reported exploration expenditures.  Since MEAP’s first offering in October 1995, 145 companies have participated in the program representing 518 exploration projects.  A total of 104 of the companies are considered new to Manitoba.  For every 
$1 million in assistance paid, about $7 million in exploration expenditures is generated. 

· Manitoba currently produces 16.3 per cent of Canada’s nickel, 16.8 per cent of cobalt, 
9.2 per cent of copper, 17.8 per cent of zinc, 3.4 per cent of gold, and 100 per cent of Canada’s tantalum and cesium.   

· Mining is a key contributor to Manitoba’s economy and the province’s second-largest primary resource industry.  It is having a record-breaking year as a result of record-setting metal prices that are expected to boost the value of mineral production for 2007 to over 
$3 billion. 

· The mining sector directly employs approximately 3,500 people, mostly in the north, and generates an estimated additional 14,000 jobs in spinoff businesses.  

· Company spending on exploration in the province is expected to reach $103 million in 2007, an all-time high representing an almost 100 per cent increase from 2006 spending of $52.9 million.
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