
ACTION ON WAIT TIMES IN MANITOBA

Medical, surgical and support staff from regional health authorities across Manitoba have worked to develop pioneering solutions to provide increased patient access to health-care services.  Innovative, collaborative efforts have reduced wait times for a wide range of health-care services.

MRIs

The Winnipeg Regional Health Authority (WRHA) has made substantial gains in reducing wait times and wait-list for adult MRIs.  In December 2005, the estimated maximum wait time adult MRI was 20 weeks in the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority.  This wait time for December 2006 was reduced by 65 per cent to eight weeks estimated maximum wait time.  

The volume of scans has increased to more than 29,000 in 2005-06 from 6,400 scans in 1999.  These increased volumes have helped reduce the number of people waiting for MRIs by more than 30 per cent between November 2005 and November 2006.

Since 1999, the province has added five MRIs including the first MRI located outside of Winnipeg at the Brandon Regional Health Centre and a new MRI that will be installed at Boundary Trails Health Centre.

CTs

As of November 2006, the wait time for a CT is 10 weeks, down from 18 weeks in 1999.  Since 1999, the number of CT scans has more than doubled, to 127,000 scans in 2005‑06 from 51,000 scans in 1999.

Since 1999, the province has purchased and installed CT scanners across the province including new equipment in Brandon, Dauphin, Steinbach, Thompson, The Pas, Selkirk, Morden-Winkler and Portage la Prairie. 

Ultrasounds

As of December 2006, the wait time for an ultrasound is 13 weeks, down from 20 weeks in December 1999.  Since 1999, the number of ultrasounds performed in Manitoba has doubled, to 137,000 in 2005-06 from 68,000 in 1999.
Orthopedics

The wait time for orthopedic surgery has been reduced from 44 weeks in July 2005 to 25 weeks in December 2006, a 19 week reduction in the median wait time for orthopedic surgery in Manitoba. 

In 2005-06, the province doubled the target of 500 additional orthopedic surgeries by performing more than 1,000 additional surgeries, an increase of over 40 per cent.  As a result of increased volumes in hip and knee surgeries, the wait-list in Winnipeg alone has decreased by 40 per cent, to 1,875 from 3,100.

This has been accomplished by Concordia Hospital’s innovative two-room operating model using clinical assistants, allowing it to perform up to eight surgeries a day instead of a standard three.  Manitoba was the first province to pass legislation enabling clinical assistants to practice in the province in December 1999.  Today, 27 clinical assistants are practising in Manitoba.
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The number of people who have waited longer than 41 weeks for surgery has also decreased substantially, to 503 patients as of January 2007 from approximately 1,300 patients in April 2005. 

The River East prehabilitation program has successfully screened and provided services to many Concordia patients over the last year.  By providing the opportunity to access these services, patients have better preoperative mobility, which often results in quicker post-operative recovery and mobility.  More than 455 patients have already accessed prehabilitation services in Manitoba.

Bone Density

Manitoba has reduced waits for bone density testing to six weeks, in large part due to the substantial gains made at the St. Boniface Hospital where the wait time for bone density testing is currently estimated at two weeks maximum.  Provincially, bone density wait times have reduced to six weeks in December 2006 from 31 weeks in December 2005.  The number of patients waiting has also decreased from 4,573 to just 653 over the same time period.

Cataract Surgery

The median wait time for cataract surgery in Winnipeg in December 2006 is 13 weeks, down from 22 weeks in January 2006.

The Brandon Regional Health Authority wait time for cataract surgery is also within nationally-recognized benchmarks.  In December 2006, the median wait time was six weeks.  Brandon reduced its cataract wait list dramatically to 68 patients waiting in December 2006 from 240 patients waiting in August 2006.
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