SUMMARY OF COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS

PROPONENT: Midwest Food Products Inc.
PROPOSAL NAME: Midwest Food Products Potato
Processing Plant
CLASS OF DEVELOPMENT: Class 2
TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT:  Food Processing & Wastewater Treatment
Facility
CLIENT FILE NO.: 264.1

OVERVIEW:

An Environment Act Proposal, submitted by Midwest Food Products Inc. and dated
October 12, 2001, respecting a Proposal for the ongeing operation of their existing
Carberry potato processing plant and the associated wastewater treatment facilities, was
received by the Department on October 24, 2001.

Midwest Food Products Inc., owned 50% by Nestlé Canada Inc. and 50% by Simplot
Canada Limited, owns and operates a potato processing plant located on Sec. 20-10-14
WPM near Carberry. This plant was originally set into operation in 1962. On February
13, 1978, the plant was licenced under CEC Order No. 780 issued by the Clean
Environment Commission (CEC). That CEC Order was subsequently revised to CEC
Order No. 780 VC by the CEC on October 25, 1979, in order to restrict the use of caustic
chemicals in the processing of the potatoes and to address a newly constructed sanitary
sewage treatment plant. Since then, potato processing production levels at the facility
have gradually increased, which has resulted in increased levels of water use resulting in
the generation of increased volumes of wastewater. Concurrently, wastewater
management practices associated with this Development generated numerous complaints
and raised departmental and public environmental concerns. Several attempts were made
in the past by the department to bring about an improvement in the wastewater
management practices, but they were always stalled due to delays brought on by pending
expansion plans, ownership changes and management changes. The principle
environmental concerns were, and still are, related to the effects of the use of a large
natural slough which was converted into a deep single-cell lagoon by means of periphery
dikes constructed to facilitate the collection, storage and partial treatment of raw process
wastewater and pretreated sanitary sewage. Wastewater releases and seepage losses
directly to the east of the lagoon facility have created a permanent wetland area that is
used for further natural treatment. With the soil being sandy and no clay or synthetic liner
having been incorporated to satisfactorily contain the wastewater in the lagoon, the
wastewater is free to filter through the underlying sandy soil and into the underlying
Assiniboine Delta Aquifer, and migrate in the direction of least hydraulic resistance. In
essence, the natural subterranean environment has been, and still is being, used to
partially treat, dilute and disperse those daily volumes of wastewater that are not diverted
to irrigation fields or otherwise lost to evaporation. A plume of seepage losses from the
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