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San Gold Corporation
Proposed Tailings Management 

Area Expansion 
Public Open House

October 13, 2011 

Bissett, Manitoba



Purpose of Open House

• Public Consultation is an important 
step in the Environmental 
Assessment process.

• Present concept for proposed TMA 
expansion and information from 
Environment Act Proposal.

• Gain insight into public concerns as 
a result of your comments.



Environmental Assessment Process
• Environmental Assessment report will be prepared for provincial review.
• Environment Act Licence required before construction can commence.
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Project Description
• Proposed Tailings Management Area (TMA) 

expansion.
– New main pond and new polishing pond on 98 ha of 

land.
– Sized to accommodate 10-yrs of operation at a future 

milling rate of 2,500 sdtpd.
– Storage capacity:

• 6,485,000 m3 of tailings in main pond.
• 1,045,000 m3 of water in polishing pond.

– Construction of 3 new access roads.



Project Location



Existing Tailings Management Area

• Water within main pond pumped into polishing pond twice a year for 
treatment.

• Treated water within polishing pond pumped into No Name Creek during 
annual fall discharge campaign.
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Proposed Tailings Management Area 
Expansion

• Sized to meet future milling rate of 2,500 sdtpd for the Rice Lake Gold Mine.

• Includes a main pond (store tailings) and a polishing pond (treat water waste).

• Vegetation removed before clay base prepared within proposed footprint.
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Proposed Tailings Management Area 
Expansion Operation



Environmental Assessment 
• Surface Water

– Environment Act Licence limits met prior to discharge.
• Includes limits for total and dissolved metals, total suspended solids and total ammonia.

– Maximum pumping rate of 0.2 m3/s from the existing polishing pond.
– Discharge to occur during ice-off conditions, anticipated between spring thaw (June 15) and 

freeze-up (November 30).  Pending approval of June 2011 NOA.
– Surface water samples regularly collected from polishing pond and receiving water bodies as 

part of the requirements of the Environment Act Licence and environmental effects 
monitoring program.

• Groundwater
• No registered groundwater production wells within 1 km.

• Groundwater elevation varies across site; 0.3 m to 6.1 m bgs observed.
• Groundwater typically found in silt and/or sand layers.

• Proposed TMA Expansion lined with clay.
• Annual groundwater monitoring will continue as part of the requirements of the 

Environment Act Licence.



Parks Environmental Inc.

Water Quality Monitoring

• Ongoing Monitoring:
– Metal Mining Effluent (MMER) Environmental 

Effects Monitoring (EEM)

• No detectable impacts on benthic endpoints



• Terrestrial
– Terrestrial study conducted in 2008 covered proposed TMA footprint and surrounding area.

• Indicated site is similar to surrounding general area (min 13,500 ha).
– Non-vegetative terrestrial species located within project site have ability to migrate into 

surrounding similar habitat with little disturbance anticipated.
– Several species at risk observed/proposed to occur within general area:

• Common Nighthawk, Northern Leopard Frog, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Rusty Blackbird, Whip-poor-will, 
Eastern Wolf, Woodland Caribou and Yellow Rail.

– Construction activities restricted between April 15 and July 31, with clearing and blasting 
activities generally occurring between November and April.

• Aquatic
– No Name Creek has low aquatic productivity (intermittent classification by Province of MB).
– Based on historical findings, year-round fish habitat only provided in deeper areas within the 

creek, including beaver ponds downstream of Vanson Road.
– Common species include:

• Finescale dace, Fathead Mudminnow, Central Mudminnow and Brook Stickleback.
– Treated water pumped from the TMA into No Name Creek once water quality meets 

applicable licence criteria, at maximum licenced pump rate of 0.2 m3/s.
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Environmental Assessment 
• Dust and Exhaust Emissions

– Construction and decommissioning activities will generate typical dust and exhaust emissions.
– During operation, exhaust emissions are expected to be similar to the existing TMA operation.
– Will follow fugitive dust plan proposed in June 2011 NOA.

• Noise
– Construction and decommissioning noise will be typical of heavy equipment (graders, backhoe, etc.).
– Potential noise effects during construction as a result of blasting activities if required, however 

limited to early portion of construction.
– During operation, noise effects are expected to be similar to the existing TMA operation. 

• Heritage Resources
– Heritage Resources Survey completed in 2009 did not identify cultural resources.

• A very low potential for archaeological resources in the low-lying project area.

• Traffic
– Potential temporary traffic delays on PR 304 during blasting.
– Traffic associated with construction anticipated to be minimal (similar to the 2011 dyke raise).
– During operation, traffic volumes expected to be similar to the existing TMA operation.



Decommissioning Plan
• Tasks to be included in the decommissioning of the proposed 

TMA Expansion:
– Separator dykes within proposed TMA Expansion and between existing 

and proposed new polishing ponds lowered.

– Removal of pipelines, pump stations, electrical power lines and proposed 
access roads.

– Re-contouring and re-vegetation of downstream dyke slopes, proposed 
new main pond surface, tailings pipeline trenches and disturbed areas.

– Continued monitoring of surface water, groundwater, re-vegetation 
growth and erosion until deemed no longer required by applicable 
regulators.



Next Steps
• Finalize Environmental Assessment for proposed TMA 

Expansion

• Submit Environment Act Proposal for provincial review:
– Fall 2011

• Start construction activities (pending regulator approval):
– Late 2011/early 2012

• Proposed TMA Expansion Commissioning:
– 2013



Comments and Questions

• The project team wants to hear from you.
– John Hutchison, Manager of Milling, San Gold Corporation, 204-277-5411 

or  JHutchison@sangold.ca

• Please take the time to complete a 
questionnaire and submit any comments on the 
forms provided.

• Environmental Assessment will be available on 
the provincial public registry for review and 
comment.  



Future Tailings Management Potential 
Considerations

• Paste Backfill

• Stacked Tailings

• Polishing Pond Expansion



PROPOSED ALTERATION TO TAILINGS MANAGEMENT AREA  

SAN GOLD CORPORATION, BISSETT, MANITOBA 

OPEN HOUSE 

 
Bissett, Manitoba 

 

October 13, 2011 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR ATTENDEES 

(Personal and Other Questions are Optional) 

Feel Free to Give Us Your Comments Without Your Name or Address 

Feedback can also be mailed to: 

John Hutchison, Manager of Milling 

San Gold Corporation 

P.O. Box 111 

ML-63 Antonio Road 

Bissett, MB R0E 0V0 

 

 

Name: ___________________________  Phone Number:  ______________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

e-mail ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Location:  (Relative to Proposed Facility)____________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1)  Do you have any concerns about the proposed alteration to the tailings 

management area?  

���� Yes  ���� No 

If so, what are your concerns? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 



2) Would you like someone from AECOM Canada Ltd. or San Gold Corporation to 

contact you? 

���� Yes  ���� No 

If so, please leave contact information 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3)  Did you find this Open House useful?   

���� Yes  ���� No 

 

4)  Please indicate how the Open House could be more helpful to you, and let us 

know if there is a better method of informing you. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

OTHER COMMENTS?  Use the space below for other concerns or if you have 

questions that were not addressed at the Open House.  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS 




