
 
 
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Division 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
123 Main Street, Suite 160, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3C 1A5 
T 204 945-8321  F 204 945-5229 
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/eal 
 
File: 2755.20 and 2754.10 
 
  November 27, 2013  
 
Dr. Amy Frykoda 
Medical Officer of Health  
Prairie Mountain Health 
P.O. Box 960  
334 – 1st Street S.W. 
Minnedosa, MB  R0J 1E0 
 
Dear  Dr. Frykoda: 
 
Re:   HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and R3 Innovations/Town of 

Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion - Environment Act Proposals 
 
 The responses from the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) that requested additional 
information regarding the HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and the R3 
Innovations/Town of Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion Environment Act 
Proposals were forwarded to the proponent for response. 
 
 Please find attached the proponents’ November 25, 2013 letter responding to the 
comments and requests for additional information presented by the TAC.  Please review the 
information provided to determine if your comments or concerns have been satisfactorily 
addressed. 
 
 Your comments, if any, are required to be submitted to the Environmental Approvals 
Branch by December 13, 2013.  No response on your part will be assumed to indicate no 
concern. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact me at 204-945-7012. 
 
    Yours truly, 
 
    “Originally signed by” 
 
    Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng. 
    Environmental Engineer 
 
Enclosure 
c. Don Labossiere, Director – Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Branch, 

Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship 
 Public Registries 



 
 
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Division 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
123 Main Street, Suite 160, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3C 1A5 
T 204 945-8321  F 204 945-5229 
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/eal 
 
File: 2755.20 and 2754.10 
 
  November 27, 2013  
 
Cheryl Kubish 
Office of Fire Commissioner 
508 – 401 York Ave. 
Winnipeg, MB  R3C 0P8 
 
Dear  Ms. Kubish: 
 
Re:   HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and R3 Innovations/Town of 

Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion - Environment Act Proposals 
 
 The responses from the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) that requested additional 
information regarding the HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and the R3 
Innovations/Town of Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion Environment Act 
Proposals were forwarded to the proponent for response. 
 
 Please find attached the proponents’ November 25, 2013 letter responding to the 
comments and requests for additional information presented by the TAC.  Please review the 
information provided to determine if your comments or concerns have been satisfactorily 
addressed. 
 
 Your comments, if any, are required to be submitted to the Environmental Approvals 
Branch by December 13, 2013.  No response on your part will be assumed to indicate no 
concern. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact me at 204-945-7012. 
 
    Yours truly, 
 
    “Originally signed by” 
 
    Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng. 
    Environmental Engineer 
 
Enclosure 
c. Don Labossiere, Director – Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Branch, 

Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship 
 Public Registries 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Division 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
123 Main Street, Suite 160, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3C 1A5 
T 204 945-8321  F 204 945-5229 
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/eal 
 
File: 2755.20 and 2754.10 
 
  November 27, 2013  
 
Dan Roberts  
MB Conservation and Water Stewardship 
Box 640    
201 Fourth Ave. S. 
Swan River, MB  R0L 1Z0 
 
Dear  Mr. Roberts: 
 
Re:   HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and R3 Innovations/Town of 

Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion - Environment Act Proposals 
 
 The responses from the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) that requested additional 
information regarding the HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and the R3 
Innovations/Town of Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion Environment Act 
Proposals were forwarded to the proponent for response. 
 
 Please find attached the proponents’ November 25, 2013 letter responding to the 
comments and requests for additional information presented by the TAC.  Please review the 
information provided to determine if your comments or concerns have been satisfactorily 
addressed. 
 
 Your comments, if any, are required to be submitted to the Environmental Approvals 
Branch by December 13, 2013.  No response on your part will be assumed to indicate no 
concern. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact me at 204-945-7012. 
 
    Yours truly, 
 
    “Originally signed by” 
 
    Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng. 
    Environmental Engineer 
 
Enclosure 
c. Don Labossiere, Director – Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Branch, 

Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship 
 Public Registries 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Division 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
123 Main Street, Suite 160, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3C 1A5 
T 204 945-8321  F 204 945-5229 
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/eal 
 
File: 2755.20 and 2754.10 
 
  November 27, 2013  
 
James Stibbard 
Office of Drinking Water 
MB Conservation and Water Stewardship 
1007 Century Street 
Winnipeg, MB  R3H 0W4 
 
Dear  Mr. Stibbard: 
 
Re:   HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and R3 Innovations/Town of 

Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion - Environment Act Proposals 
 
 The responses from the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) that requested additional 
information regarding the HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and the R3 
Innovations/Town of Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion Environment Act 
Proposals were forwarded to the proponent for response. 
 
 Please find attached the proponents’ November 25, 2013 letter responding to the 
comments and requests for additional information presented by the TAC.  Please review the 
information provided to determine if your comments or concerns have been satisfactorily 
addressed. 
 
 Your comments, if any, are required to be submitted to the Environmental Approvals 
Branch by December 13, 2013.  No response on your part will be assumed to indicate no 
concern. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact me at 204-945-7012. 
 
    Yours truly, 
 
    “Originally signed by” 
 
    Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng. 
    Environmental Engineer 
 
Enclosure 
c. Don Labossiere, Director – Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Branch, 

Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship 
 Public Registries 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Division 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
123 Main Street, Suite 160, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3C 1A5 
T 204 945-8321  F 204 945-5229 
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/eal 
 
File: 2755.20 and 2754.10 
 
  November 27, 2013  
 
Joy Kennedy 
Water Science and Management Branch 
MB Conservation and Water Stewardship 
Suite 160 – 123 Main Street 
Winnipeg, MB  R3C 1A5 
 
Dear  Ms. Kennedy: 
 
Re:   HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and R3 Innovations/Town of 

Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion - Environment Act Proposals 
 
 The responses from the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) that requested additional 
information regarding the HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and the R3 
Innovations/Town of Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion Environment Act 
Proposals were forwarded to the proponent for response. 
 
 Please find attached the proponents’ November 25, 2013 letter responding to the 
comments and requests for additional information presented by the TAC.  Please review the 
information provided to determine if your comments or concerns have been satisfactorily 
addressed. 
 
 Your comments, if any, are required to be submitted to the Environmental Approvals 
Branch by December 13, 2013.  No response on your part will be assumed to indicate no 
concern. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact me at 204-945-7012. 
 
    Yours truly, 
 
    “Originally signed by” 
 
    Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng. 
    Environmental Engineer 
 
Enclosure 
c. Don Labossiere, Director – Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Branch, 

Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship 
 Public Registries 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Division 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
123 Main Street, Suite 160, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3C 1A5 
T 204 945-8321  F 204 945-5229 
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/eal 
 
File: 2755.20 and 2754.10 
 
  November 27, 2013  
 
Kayla Hagenson 
MB Conservation and Water Stewardship 
27 – 2nd Ave.  S.W.  
Dauphin, MB  R7N 3E5 
 
Dear  Ms. Hagenson: 
 
Re:   HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and R3 Innovations/Town of 

Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion - Environment Act Proposals 
 
 The responses from the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) that requested additional 
information regarding the HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and the R3 
Innovations/Town of Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion Environment Act 
Proposals were forwarded to the proponent for response. 
 
 Please find attached the proponents’ November 25, 2013 letter responding to the 
comments and requests for additional information presented by the TAC.  Please review the 
information provided to determine if your comments or concerns have been satisfactorily 
addressed. 
 
 Your comments, if any, are required to be submitted to the Environmental Approvals 
Branch by December 13, 2013.  No response on your part will be assumed to indicate no 
concern. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact me at 204-945-7012. 
 
    Yours truly, 
 
    “Originally signed by” 
 
    Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng. 
    Environmental Engineer 
 
Enclosure 
c. Don Labossiere, Director – Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Branch, 

Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship 
 Public Registries 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Division 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
123 Main Street, Suite 160, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3C 1A5 
T 204 945-8321  F 204 945-5229 
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/eal 
 
File: 2755.20 and 2754.10 
 
  November 27, 2013  
 
Laureen Janusz 
MB Conservation and Water Stewardship 
200 Saulteaux Crescent  Box 40 
Winnipeg, MB  R3J 3W3 
 
Dear  Ms. Janusz: 
 
Re:   HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and R3 Innovations/Town of 

Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion - Environment Act Proposals 
 
 The responses from the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) that requested additional 
information regarding the HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and the R3 
Innovations/Town of Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion Environment Act 
Proposals were forwarded to the proponent for response. 
 
 Please find attached the proponents’ November 25, 2013 letter responding to the 
comments and requests for additional information presented by the TAC.  Please review the 
information provided to determine if your comments or concerns have been satisfactorily 
addressed. 
 
 Your comments, if any, are required to be submitted to the Environmental Approvals 
Branch by December 13, 2013.  No response on your part will be assumed to indicate no 
concern. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact me at 204-945-7012. 
 
    Yours truly, 
 
    “Originally signed by” 
 
    Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng. 
    Environmental Engineer 
 
Enclosure 
c. Don Labossiere, Director – Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Branch, 

Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship 
 Public Registries 
 



 AECOM 
99 Commerce Drive 204 477 5381  tel 
Winnipeg, MB, Canada   R3P 0Y7 204 284 2040  fax 
www.aecom.com  

   

LTR-2013-11-25-MB Consv-TAC Response-60278554-Final.Docx 

November 25, 2013 
 
 
Ms. Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng. 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
Manitoba Conservation & Water Stewardship 
160-123 Main Street (Box 80) 
Winnipeg, MB 
R3C 1A5 
 
 
Dear Ms. Winsor: 
 
Project No: 60278554 (402.19.2.3) 
Regarding: HyLife Foods Pork Processing Plant Expansion and R3 Innovations/Town of 

Neepawa Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion – Environment Act Proposal 
 Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship File Numbers: 2755.20 and 2754.10 
 
 
Thank you for forwarding the comments provided by your Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
concerning the Environment Act Proposal (EAP) for the HyLife Foods pork processing plant 
expansion and R3 Innovations/Town of Neepawa industrial wastewater treatment facility (IWWTF) 
expansion.  The following further information is submitted in response to the TAC comments on 
behalf of the proponent: 
 
  



 
Ms. Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng

Manitoba Conservation & Water Stewardship
Page 2 

November 25, 2013 
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Letter from Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship (Fisheries Branch) – Laureen Janusz, 
October 8, 2013 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response: 
 
 The anticipated increase in treated effluent volume will remain within the licensed treatment 

capacity of the R3 Innovations Inc. IWWTF (IWWTF) of 1,520 m3/day.  No increase in treated 
effluent discharge beyond the licensed limit is proposed.  The license limits that are currently in 
place for the IWWTF were developed for a discharge scenario of 1,520 m3/day. 

 Table 4 in the Environment Act Proposal report provides an overview of the influent flows and 
loads to the IWWTF.  As shown in the table, the influent temperature to the IWWTF ranges from 
25-30°C.  Please note, that the influent temperature is not the effluent temperature discharged to 
the Whitemud River.  As indicated in Section 2.3.1.6 of the Environment Act Proposal report, 
after undergoing treatment at the IWWTF, treated wastewater flows to a cooling process that 
includes a cascade type system that also provides aeration of the effluent at ambient 
temperatures.  From the cooling process, treated effluent flows by gravity to an effluent outfall 
that eventually discharges to a low lying area near the Whitemud River. 

 Erosion and sediment control measures were described in Section 5.5.1.2 of the Environment 
Act Proposal Report.  The proponent is committed to the implementation of these mitigation 
measures and will ensure they are enacted during the construction stage of the development. 

 As outlined in Sections 1.2.2, 2.3.1.7 and 2.6.2.2 of the Environment Act Proposal report, sludge 
generated at the IWWTF is transferred to a third party facility near Winnipeg, Manitoba for 
composting.  The alteration to the sludge management program was approved by Manitoba 
Conservation (now Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship) as a minor alteration on 
November 18, 2009. 

 
  



 
Ms. Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng

Manitoba Conservation & Water Stewardship
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Letter from Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship (Water Control Works and Drainage 
Licensing Section) – Dan Roberts, October 3, 2013 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response: 
 
 The license limits that are currently in place for the IWWTF were developed for a discharge 

scenario of 1,520 m3/day.  As no concerns were raised in the public consultation in this regard, 
and the facility will remain within the existing license limits, it is not anticipated that written 
approval from downstream landowners or Rural Municipalities is required. 

 The proposed building footprint increase at HyLife Foods will occur in areas that are currently 
compacted or paved.  As such, these building expansions are not anticipated to increase the site 
drainage requirements.  It is anticipated that as part of detailed design of the new aeration tank at 
the IWWTF, site topography and drainage will be considered with final site and structure 
elevations designed to prevent onsite ponding.  Soils at the site are generally coarse grained 
(primarily sands), therefore, it is not anticipated that significant ponding would normally occur. 

 All water control works will be licensed as appropriate. 
  



 
Ms. Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng

Manitoba Conservation & Water Stewardship
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Letter from Prairie Mountain Health – Dr. Amy Frykoda, MD, CCFP, MSc, October 1, 2013 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response: 
 
 HyLife Foods and R3 Innovations Inc. will continue to comply with their facility’s operating 

licenses (CEC Order No. 1102 and Environment Act Licence 2870) including any licence clauses 
related to odours or emissions.   

 The construction methods and standards for the proposed upgrades will be similar to those 
employed previously at the R3 Innovations plant and ensure that groundwater continues to be 
properly protected.  HyLife Foods and R3 Innovations Inc. will continue to abide by the 
requirements of their Environment Act Licenses and any amendments thereto as per agreements 
with Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship. 

 Waste/chemicals are discharged and dealt with in full compliance with the appropriate 
regulations. 

 An Emergency Response Plan has been developed for both HyLife Foods and R3 Innovations 
Inc. IWWTF and is updated on an as needed basis as new developments arise.  HyLife Foods 
has perimeter fencing and both HyLife Foods and the IWWTF have appropriate safety signage 
within the facilities. 

  



 
Ms. Jennifer Winsor, P.Eng

Manitoba Conservation & Water Stewardship
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Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response: 
 
 Workplace health and safety is of paramount concern to HyLife Foods and is a priority in all 

activities at the facility. Operations at HyLife Foods are regulated under a number of health and 
safety regulations including the Manitoba Workplace Safety and Health Act and Regulations.  As 
a result of HyLife Foods continued commitment to injury prevention we have consistently reduced 
our Workers Compensation Board (WCB) premiums since HyLife Foods has taken over the 
Springhill plant. 

 HyLife Foods and R3 Innovations Inc. are committed to ensuring compliance with their facility’s 
operating licenses (CEC Order No. 1102 and Environment Act Licence 2870).  These licenses 
are in place to protect the environment and public health. 

 HyLife Foods has always maintained an open door policy for area residents to voice concerns 
and issues related to the operations at the facility.  To date, no issues have prevailed through the 
five plus years of HyLife operations at the facility.  HyLife Foods works closely with the Neepawa 
and Area Development Corporation (NADCO), Neepawa and Area Immigrant Settlement 
Services, and the Neepawa Chamber of Commerce, and has representatives on all these 
committees/boards to listen and speak to the concerns of the communities we operate within.  
One of our most successful initiatives was establishing the Immigrant Settlement office in 
Neepawa which we have partnered with to ensure the successful integration of over 700 
immigrant workers, many of which have brought in family members thereby increasing the 
population of Neepawa by over 1,000.  As a result of this successful integration, in 2009 HyLife 
Foods (called Springhill Farms at the time) was presented by the province of Manitoba with the 
“Capturing Opportunities” Economic Development Innovation – Corporate Award.  This award 
recognizes corporate partners that engage community organizations or individuals in cooperative 
projects that contribute to the community economic development of a community and/or region. 
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Manitoba Conservation & Water Stewardship
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Letter from Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship (Water Science and Management Branch 
– Joy Kennedy, September 30, 2013 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response: 
 
 Comments noted.  The R3 Innovations Inc. IWWTF will continue to maintain compliance within 

limits as detailed in Environment Act Licence 2870. 
 The Environmental Impact Assessment conducted for the construction of the R3 Innovations Inc. 

IWWTF included an assessment of ammonia discharge to the Whitemud River and consideration 
of the potential cumulative effects of the IWWTF discharge and the Town of Neepawa municipal 
lagoon discharge.  The assessment found that the new IWWTF would reduce ammonia discharge 
rates with average fully mixed effluent concentration being well below the lowest Manitoba 
Surface Water Quality Objective for protection of cool-water aquatic life. 

 HyLife Foods and R3 Innovations will participate in future watershed management studies if 
required as part of Environment Act Licence 2870. 
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Letters from Office of Drinking Water – James Stibbard, P.Eng., September 26, 2013 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response: 
 
 The appropriate backflow/backsiphonage infrastructure is already in place at the HyLife Foods 

facility to appropriately protect the drinking water supply system and will continue to be used with 
the proposed alterations at the facility. 

 
Comments: 
 
 

 

 

Response: 
 
 The appropriate backflow/backsiphonage infrastructure is already in place at the IWWTF to 

appropriately protect the drinking water supply system and will continue to be used with the 
proposed alterations at the facility. 

 
Letter from Office of the Fire Commissioner – Cheryl Kubish, September 20, 2013 
 
Comments: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Response: 
 
 Additions to the HyLife Foods building footprint will take into account the appropriate building 

occupancy permitting regulations. 
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Letter from Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship (Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement, Western Region) – Kayla Hagenson, September 13, 2013 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response: 
 
 Under normal operating conditions, all effluent produced at the HyLife Foods facility will be 

treated at the R3 Innovations Inc. IWWTF.  In rare cases, process upsets may occur for a variety 
of reasons that may affect the treatment at the IWWTF.  In the event that pre-discharge 
monitoring/testing indicates that treated effluent quality does not meet Environment Act Licence 
conditions, R3 Innovations Inc. will temporarily divert the effluent to the former IWWTF cells (as is 
current practice).  This wastewater will be tested for compliance with Environment Act Licence 
conditions and will be either discharged to the Whitemud River via the same existing outfall (if 
license conditions are met) or fed back into the IWWTF for additional treatment and discharge via 
the outfall.  In any case where this contingency must be enacted, R3 Innovations will have an 
approved plan in place with Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship for the emergency 
use of the former IWWTF cells or the Town of Neepawa Municipal Lagoon if required by the 
license. 
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