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6.0  

5.0 SOCIO-ECNONOMIC UPDATE 

5.1 ABORIGINAL RESOURCE USE UPDATE 

Section 8.3.2.3 of the Proposed Floodway Expansion Project Environmental Impact Statement provided 
information on Aboriginal land and resource use. This section of the EIS indicated that interviews and 
discussions with the Peguis First Nation and the Métis were on-going. This section of the supplemental 
filing provides an update on the status of these activities and additional findings related to Aboriginal 
Land Use in the Flood Study Region.  

5.3.1 Peguis First Nation 

Consultations with Peguis First Nation have continued since the filing of the Environmental Impact 
Statement. An additional interview was completed with a Peguis First Nation elder who is also a 
commercial fisher on Lake Winnipeg. The elder who was interviewed fished mainly in the area of Lake 
Winnipeg near Matheson Island. Additional information with respect to Aboriginal resource use learned 
during that interview includes: 
 

• During prime fishing periods1, it was not unusual for fishers to harvest 70-90 boxes of fish 
per day. This was reduced to as few as 2-3 boxes per day at one point. This drop off was 
attributed by the elder to over fishing of the lake. In particular the use of trap nets was noted 
to contribute to this decline of fish in Lake Winnipeg.  

• The elder indicated that pickerel and sauger were currently the most sought after species.  At 
times in the past it was indicated that whitefish was the most sought after species but that 
now it was not as valuable as pickerel or sauger. When asked about comparing the fishing 
available in the area of Lake Winnipeg near the Red River area with fishing near Matheson 
Island, the elder indicated that he didn’t like the fish near the Red River as much, in 
particular carp and sunfish were mentioned, and that they weren’t as valuable so he had 
never fished near the Red River.  

• When asked about the current state of fishing in Lake Winnipeg, the elder indicated that the 
past four or five years things had been getting better little by little. He indicated that the 
summer fishing season this past summer (2004) in particular was very good.  

• When asked about the effect of flooding on his fishing, the elder indicated that he believed 
the area where he fished was too far away to be affected by Red River flooding. The elder 
indicated that he had heard that people had problems with dirty water affecting fish during 
some floods, but he said it was his belief that the biggest problem for fish in Lake Winnipeg 
was overfishing. The elder also indicated that he thought that flooding generally was 
something that happened naturally in the area and wasn’t something to get too worried 
about.  

 
                                                
1 No specific time frame could be provided, only that it was likely at least 25 years or so ago. 
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Two areas for follow-up with Peguis First Nation remain. The first involves interviewing an elder identified 
by Peguis for information with respect to fishing in the Red River or on Lake Winnipeg near the Red 
River. The second concerns the possibility of medicinal plants being affected by rip-rapping on the west 
bank of the Red River near the Floodway Outlet. In order to address this concern, the MFA has 
committed to have a site investigation conducted of the area with a Peguis First Nation elder prior to any 
rip-rapping occurring at the site. The purpose of the site investigation will be to determine if medicinal 
plants are present and identify any mitigation that may be necessary.  

5.3.2 Métis 

MFA continues to work with the Manitoba Métis Federation to develop a Métis Involvement Program the 
focus of which is to understand the effects of the proposed Floodway Expansion project on the Métis 
Community in the Flood Study Region. Beyond information already in the EIS, no adverse effects of the 
Project have been identified to date regarding Métis.  
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