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Date of Meeting:           
 

 
 
May 16, 2013; 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Location: 
 

Thompson, Manitoba 
Thompson Regional Recreation Centre, Multipurpose Room 
 

In Attendance: 
 

Bill Kennedy  
Rita Spence 
Martina Saunders 
Ted Bland 
Wayne Redhead 
Obediah Wastesicoot 
Mark Manzer 
Marc St. Laurent 
Wil DeWit 
Bill Henderson 
Karin Johansson 
Friederike Schneider-Vieira 
Rob Berger 
Nancy LeBlond 
Harv Sawatzky 
 

Cree Nations Partners Advisor 
Fox Lake Cree Nation 
York Factory First Nation 
York Factory First Nation 
York Factory First Nation 
York Factory First Nation 
Manitoba Hydro 
Manitoba Hydro 
Manitoba Hydro 
Manitoba Hydro 
Manitoba Hydro 
North/South Consultants 
Wildlife Resource Services 
InterGroup Consultants 
InterGroup Consultants 

Attendance from 
Community: 

See sign-in-sheet  

   
 

PURPOSE OF MEETING 
 
The purpose of the open house was to: 
 

• Discuss the format and content of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS); 
• Discuss how the Round Two input was used in the EIS;  
• Communicate supplemental information; and 
• To document what is heard. 

 
The open house is part of the third and final round in the Keeyask Hydropower Limited Partnership 
Keeyask Generation Project Public Involvement Program (PIP) being held with communities in the 
Churchill-Burntwood-Nelson area as well as communities, organizations, and other Aboriginal groups that 

Round Three PIP - Proposed Keeyask 
Generation Project:  

Thompson Open House 

Final Meeting Notes 
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may be potentially affected by or interested in the Project. This last round of public involvement activities 
will be documented and submitted as supplemental information for the regulatory process related to the 
Project prior to the Clean Environment Commission hearings planned for late 2013. 
 
MEETING PROCESS 
 
The open house was held in Thompson, Manitoba at the Thompson Regional Recreation Centre in the 
Multipurpose Room. Attendees at the open house were encouraged to sign-in and speak to 
representatives of the environmental assessment (EA) Team representatives about any 
perspectives/issues they might have about the Project. Each attendee was provided a copy of the Round 
Three PIP newsletter, a copy of the EIS Executive Summary, and if requested a DVD containing the video 
Keeyask: Our Story, and a digital copy of the EIS. The video, Keeyask: Our Story was shown and 
questions about the Project were answered. If questions were raised that could not be addressed at the 
session they were recorded by an EA Team member, forwarded to the appropriate person to respond to 
the information request, and followed up as required. In total, 27 attendees signed-in at the session.  
The following are highlights of the open house and are intended to capture the key points that were 
raised or presented. They are not presented in the sequence that they were raised at the meeting, nor 
are they a detailed or verbatim transcription of what was said. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS OF INFORMATION SHARED BY PARTICIPANTS 
 
Project Description and Physical Environment 

• There was a discussion about how Manitoba Hydro designs a new project.  
o It was explained that the design might start from a previous design but it would be 

optimized for factors such as size, efficiency, and changes in technology. In particular, 
the project would be designed for conditions at the specific project location.  

• There was a discussion about how new generation projects are constructed to meet the growing 
energy markets in Manitoba.  

o Initially the domestic demand will be less than the capacity of the generating station and 
the surplus power will be available to be sold into the export market. Over time the 
domestic energy demands will increase so that more of the power generated at Keeyask 
will be used locally and the energy available for export will decrease. 

• There was a discussion about the principal structures including the earth dykes and dams, and 
the concrete powerhouse and spillway structures.  

• Two participants mentioned that they were pleased that there is a reservoir clearing plan. 
• A participant thought that there was going to be a bridge put across the river beside the dam to 

keep people off the dam for security purposes.  
o It was explained that the road was going to be incorporated into the structures 

themselves and that there would not be a bridge. 
• A concern was expressed about water level fluctuations in the winter that could cause problems 

for resource users crossing the ice.  
o It was explained that the Waterways Management Program, which is part of the Joint 

Keeyask Development Agreement, includes provisions for a winter ice-trail crew. This 
crew will mark out designated safe trails and crossing areas in the winter time.  
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• An individual inquired about mineral resources in the Project area.  
o It was explained that mineral resources in the region are all mapped and registered with 

the Manitoba Government’s department of Innovation, Energy and Mines.  
 
Aquatic 

• There was a discussion about fish passage for the Keeyask Project.  
o It was explained that habitat will be available to support fish populations upstream and 

downstream of the generating station so fish do not necessarily need to move to access 
habitat. However, the Project will include contingencies for including fish passage and, if 
monitoring plans demonstrate that this is needed, would work with Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada and Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship to identify the best approach 
to fish passage.  

 
Caribou 

• There was a discussion about the caribou in the study area.  
o There are barren-ground caribou from the Beverly-Qamanirjuaq herd, coastal caribou 

from the Cape Churchill and Pen Island herds and some summer resident caribou that 
move in and out of the Project region.  

• There was a discussion about the effects of the Project on caribou.  
o It was explained that the effect on the caribou populations is small given the large range 

of caribou and the small area that is affected by the Project.  
• A participant expressed an interest in the caribou and moose maps in the EIS. The participant 

was provided with a digital copy of the EIS which includes the maps. 
 
Socio-economic (including Employment and Training) 

• There was a discussion about the economic benefits that the Project will have on the local 
economy, including the recent experience with the Wuskwatim Project.  

• A concern was expressed about worker interaction issues in Thompson. 
• Interest was expressed in the potential economic benefits and spin-offs for the City of Thompson. 
• There was an inquiry about how workers would be transported to the construction site. 
• An employee of the Keewatin Tribal Council spoke with an EA Team member about an employer 

survey that the Keewatin Tribal Council is conducting in the Thompson region. An employer 
survey was provided to the EA Team member who then forwarded it to Manitoba Hydro. 

• There were discussions about employment opportunities associated with the Keeyask Project, as 
well as with the Keeyask Infrastructure Project that is currently under construction.  

o These discussions included information about timelines, projected workforce, types of 
jobs, potential barriers to employment, business opportunities, and the Job Referral 
Service system.  

• There was a discussion with a local outfitter about concerns related to offsetting programs 
included in a Keeyask Adverse Effects Agreement.  

 
Other 

• There was discussion about the Bipole III Transmission Project.  
• A participant expressed an interest in the Needs for and Alternatives process.  
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• Two participants requested copies of aerial photographs of the Keeyask Infrastructure Project.  
o An EA Team member indicated that they would follow up on this.  

 Follow up: Copies of three aerial photographs were sent by mail on June 4, 
2013. 

• A participant mentioned that it was positive to see First Nation involvement in the Project. 
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