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FONTAI NE CHAI RS FI RST OFFI CI AL MEETI NG
OF EAST SI DE LAKE W NNI PEG ROUND TABLE

The first official nmeeting of the East Side Lake Wnnipeg Round Table is
t aki ng pl ace today, Conservation M nister Oscar Lathlin has announced.

Chaired by Phil Fontaine, the round table w Il advise government on a
sust ai nabl e I and use plan for the East Side of Lake W nni peg.

“W are fortunate to have Phil Fontaine leading this very inportant
mssion to develop the east side of Lake Wnnipeg using a sustainable
pl anni ng approach,” said Lathlin. “This is a unique region of the

provi nce because of its vast expanse of undevel oped boreal forest.”

Lathlin noted that broad area planning is being used for the first tine in
association wth the region. This approach involves integrated,
co-ordi nated pl anning based on the sustainability of the ecosystem

Broad area plans ensure future |land, resource and devel opnent decisions
address the environnental, social, health, cultural and econonic needs of
the public, local conmunities, First Nations and various stakehol ders and
i nterest groups.

The use of broad area planning across the province was recomended in the
Consultation On Sustainable Developnent |Inplenentation (COSDI) Report
(July 2000). The COSDI Report also recomended the devel opnent of a
provi ncewi de protocol on land and resource decision-naking, based on an
i nclusive public process and neaningful consultation with First Nations
and Aboriginal comrmunities.
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The East Side Plan will also be consistent with existing provincial
governnent initiatives and conmtnents including Treaty Land entitlenent,
the Protected Areas Initiative and acconpanying First Nations MW,
Priorities for Sustaining Manitoba's Forests, the Northern Devel opnent
Strategy and the Manitoba Water Strategy.

“Communities in the east side region lack the transportati on netwrks and
econom ¢ opportunities that nost Manitobans take for granted,” said the

m ni ster. “We have involved area residents, First Nations, industry,
envi ronmnent al groups and other interested parties in prelimnary
di scussi ons. W are now noving on to the plan preparation and adoption

phase through the public process of the round table.”

Fontaine is fornmer national chief of the Assenbly of First Nations and
grand chief of the Assenbly of Manitoba Chiefs.
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