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EAST SI DE LAKE W NNI PEG
ROUND TABLE CHAI R APPO NTED

Phil Fontaine to Lead
Round Tabl e Consul tati ons

Phil Fontaine has been appointed to chair the East Side Lake W nnipeg
Round Table (and stakeholder advisory committee), Conservation Mnister
Gscar Lathlin announced today.

The announcenent cones just in advance of the presentation of the fina
report of Phase | of the wide area planning process that will take place
in the com ng weeks. Phase 11, expected to begin by early sring, wll
i ncl ude devel oping a work plan, conducting public neetings and providing
recomendati ons on a wi de area pl an.

“Qur objective has been to establish a process, in collaboration with the

public, local communities, industry and First Nations, that ensures
conprehensive public involvenent in the wi de area planning process,” said
Lathlin. *“lI am pleased that Phil Fontaine has agreed to chair the round
table as we work through Phase Il to develop a consensus anong these

interests with a comon vision for |land and resource use now and in the
future.”

Fontai ne has worked on behalf of First Nations for nore than 30 years
both as an elected | eader and in a nunber of senior governnment positions.
At the age of 27, he becane chief of Sagkeeng First Nation. From 1978 to
1981, he was the regional director general in the Yukon Region. He served
three terns as the grand chief of the Assenbly of Mnitoba Chiefs and as
national chief of the Assenbly of First Nations from 1997-2000.
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“I look forward to working with residents and stakeholders on this
i nportant process,” said Fontaine. “It represents an opportunity to
create a nodel for devel opnent in Manitoba.”

Wde area planning was a nmmjor reconmendation of the Consultation on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent | nplenentation (COSDI) Report, adopted by Mnitoba
Conservation as a central feature of the province's sustainable
devel opnent strategy in June 2000. The Manitoba governnment initiated the
process of wi de area planning for |land and resource use on the east side
of Lake Wnnipeg in August of that sanme year.

Aboriginal and Northern Affairs Mnister Eric Robinson also welconed the
announcenent, saying this is an inportant devel opnment for the residents of
t he east side of Lake W nni peg.



