
National Child Day Forum

Welcome to National Child Day Forum, an annual event hosted 
by Healthy Child Manitoba. This year, the focus of the forum is to 
bring together representatives of Parent Child Coalitions, School 
Divisions and other community partners to:

       � 	 learn about the latest brain development research

       �	 pro�le innovative early childhood initiatives which build 
	 on community relationships, and

       �	 discuss the responsibility of all sectors of society 
	 to recognize and support early child development
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Agenda: 
Thursday, November 8	 9:00 - 9:30	 Welcome: Strini Reddy and Jan Sanderson
		  Opening Remarks: 	Honourable Theresa Oswald,  
			   Minister of Health

	 9:30 - 10:30	 Keynote: Dr. Stuart Shanker 
	 	 “The Science of Early Brain Development”

	 10:30 - 11:00	 Break 
		E  ntertainment by James Nisbet Community  School

	 11:00 - 12:30 	D iscussion
		D  r. Stuart Shanker 

	 12:30 - 1:30	 Lunch

	 1:30 - 2:00	E ntertainment: Fred Penner and the Kids

	 2:00 - 3:30	 Early Childhood Matters: Panel Presentation  
		  Moderated by Fred Penner
		  Mr. James Carr, Dr. Margaret V. Fast,
		D  r. Susan Prentice, Mr. Wayne Helgason,
		  Justice Murray Sinclair

Friday, November 9	 9:00 - 9:15	 Opening Remarks: 	Honourable Peter Bjornson, Minister of  
			E   ducation, Citizenship and Youth

	 9:15 - 10:30	 Keynote: Dr. Rob Santos 
		  “How Are Manitoba Kids Doing? 
	 	  Lessons from the EDI”

	 10:30 - 11:00	 Break

	 11:00 - 12:00	 Regional Discussion

	 12:00 -1:00	 Lunch 
		E  ntertainment by The Half Pints

	 1:00 - 2:30	 Community Models

		  Sunrise School Division/
		  Better Beginnings (North Eastman Parent Child Coalition)

		  Seven Oaks School Division/
		  Seven Oaks Early Years Coalition

		  La Division Scolaire Franco-Manitobaine/
		  Coalition Francophone de la petite en France du Manitoba

	 2:30 - 3:00	 Closing: Strini Reddy
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