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Paliticians, Athletes and Entertainers Join Studentsin Chat Room
Discussions on Bullying and Har assment

The Manitoba Human Rights Commission’s Bullying Website will have some very
special guests online next week.

Minister of Justice Gord M ackintosh, Minister of Labour and Immigration Becky
Barrett and Olympic medallist Clara Hugheswill be available in the chat room to
discuss bullying and encourage students to share their experiences.

Executive Director Dianna Scarth says she is pleased that politicians, athletes and
entertainers have shown an interest in talking with students about bullying and
harassment.

“1 would like to encourage teachers and principals to give students the time next week to
go online with one or more of these guests. Since it's on the Internet, we especialy are
encouraging schools from rural and northern communities to participate.”

Justice Minister Gord Mackintosh will be the first guest in the chat room.

"Youth are telling us -- don't talk to us, talk with us; don't do programs for us, do
programs with us. Two-way dialogue is the key to developing government initiatives that
are relevant to Manitoba youth. |1 am looking forward to spending time in the chat room."

Olympic bronze medallist in both the Winter and Summer Games Clara Hughes will be
joining the chat room from Quebec where she istraining. She says bullying isan
important issue and should be taken serioudly.

“1 have aways felt that sport is such a great leveling ground for this sort of thing.
Unfortunately | see sports programs being pulled out of the educational system and this
removes an important outlet for the energy of youth.”



Minister of Labour and Immigration Becky Barrett says, "no one should have to face
harassment or bullying because of who they are. It isimportant that they understand their
rights under the Human Rights Code and know the avenues available to help them."

Other guests, including athletes and entertainers, will be participating in future chat line
discussions. One of them is lan Ross, also known as Joe from Winnipeg.

lan Ross spoke to students at last year’s Manitoba Human Rights Y outh Awareness
Conference. He can aso be seen on the video, which accompanies the chat room. In the
video he recalls being bullied in schooal.

The Manitoba Human Rights Website is www.gov.mb.ca/hrc

Next week’ s schedule of chat room guests is:

Minister of Justice Gord Mackintosh
Tuesday March 19, 2002 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Olympic Medallist Clara Hughes
Wednesday March 20, 2002 from 2:00p.m. to 3:00p.m.

Minister of Labour and Immigration Becky Barrett
Thursday March 21, 2002 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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