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Manitoba Human Rights Commission Pressesfor Same-Sex Adoption

The Manitoba Human Rights Commission today urged the provincial government to
give same-sex couples the same legal rights to adopt as heterosexual couples.

“We agree with the flood of recent comments that Bill 41 should include amendments to
The Adoption Act,” Commission Chairperson Janet Baldwin said. “We're pleased that
the government has taken some steps to act on the judgement of the Supreme Court of
Canadain M. v. H,” she said. “Unmarried cohabiting couples should be treated the same
under our provincia laws, whether they are heterosexua or homosexual.”

Ms Baldwin said that all Manitoba legidation which treats people differently based on
their sexual orientation must be reviewed to ensure compliance with the protection from
discrimination under The Human Rights Code and the Charter. “In the wake of M. v. H.,
a number of provinces have gone much further than Manitoba in eliminating
discriminatory provisions,” she said. “The province must act more broadly on the
Charter issues raised by the Supreme Court, and introduce further legidation at the
earliest possible date. The government should also consider implementing a system
where gay or leshian couples may elect to register as domestic partners.”

She called on the government to act immediately, however, to amend The Adoption Act.
“Taking into account the best interests of the children, as well as the parents, this change
should not be delayed any longer,” Ms Baldwin said.
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