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Recipient of Human Rights Commitment Award Honour ed

Winnipeg - On December 10, the Manitoba Human Rights Commission, the Canadian Human
Rights Commission and the Community Legal Education Association jointly present the
Manitoba Human Rights Commitment Award at aluncheon celebrating International Human
Rights Day. The Human Rights Commitment Award recognizes a group or person in Manitoba
who has advanced human rights issues.

The 2002 recipient of the Manitoba Human Rights Commitment Award is Jim Derksen, whose
dedication and energy in working to ensure equality of opportunity for persons with disabilities
spans more than three decades. Mr. Derksen's volunteer and professional commitments have
included advocacy work regarding the protection of persons with disabilities within the Human
Rights Act and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Mr. Derksen is a native of Manitoba. He was born in Morris and became disabled during the
polio epidemic of 1953 and has used awheelchair for personal mobility since that time. He has
participated in the founding, and served as National Chairperson of the Council for Canadians
with Disabilities and the Canadian Disability Rights Council. Mr. Derksen livesin Winnipeg
where he works as a policy anayst for the Manitoba Government.

Minister of Justice Gord Mackintosh presents the Human Rights Commitment Award to Jm
Derksen at the Sheraton Winnipeg Hotel on Tuesday, December 10, 2002.

Madam Justice Colleen Suche will be the keynote speaker. Madam Justice Suche has been a
human rights adjudicator and her practice had been primarily in arbitration, mediation and human
rights law.

December 10 is Human Rights Day, which marks the anniversary of the United Nations adopting
the Universal Declaration of Human Rightsin 1948. The Universa Declaration is the basis of
Canada's Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

To join us on December 10th or for more information, contact
Patricia Knipe

Manitoba Human Rights Commission

95-5112

Nicole Ritchot

Canadian Human Rights Commission
983-4648 or
nicole.ritchot@chrc-ccdp.ca



