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Human Rights and International Child Labour
Examined at Youth Conference

High school students from Winnipeg and surrounding towns and communities will gather at the
Asper Jewish Community Campus on Friday, December 10™", International Human Rights Day,
to attend workshops on their rights in Manitoba and the rights of children abroad. Thisisthe
fourth annual Manitoba Human Rights Winnipeg Y outh Conference.

“Over the years, students who filled in their evaluation forms at previous conferences have
requested a session on international human rights’, says Dianna Scarth Executive Director of
the Commission. “Since our conference falls on International Human Rights Day, we are taking
this opportunity to talk about international rights as well as rights under the Manitoba Human
Rights Code.”

Cynthia Gervais, who works with Rights and Democracy in Montreal, will lead the international
rights discussion on the rights of the child, focusing on child labour laws. Rights and
Democracy is a non-partisan organization with an international mandate. It was created by
Canada’ s parliament in 1988 to encourage and support the universal values of human rights and
the promotion of democratic institutions and practices around the world.

Ms Scarth says that although the afternoon session is designed help students understand the
different rights children have around the world, most of the morning workshops examine rights
closer to home. These workshops include Taking Care of Business (rights and responsibilities
in the workplace), Respect Reloaded (pride in who we are and respect for others), Living
Outside the Box (examining the attitudes and barriers faced by women, men and disabled
people) and Holocaust Education Presentation (Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust
Education Centre). All the workshops are held between 9:00 am. and 12:00 p.m. The
Honourable Nancy Allan, Minister of Labour and Immigration will address the students at
12:30. The Internationa Rights Plenary session will be at 1:30 p.m.

Please join us, Friday, December 10, to report on this event at the Asper Jewish Community
Campus, 123 Doncaster.
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