Premier’s Economic Advisory Council (PEAC)
Introduction

The Premier’s Economic Advisory Council (PEAC) is a broad-based council that
provides continuing advice to the Manitoba Premier on a wide range of provincial
economic priorities. The Council, whose members are invited to serve on the Council by
the Premier, includes business, labour, education, community, and Aboriginal leaders.
Council members serve as volunteers.

The Council is the outgrowth of the spring 2000, Manitoba Century Summit — the first
forum of its kind in over 15 years. The Summit brought together a cross-section of more
than 100 Manitobans to discuss strategies for expanding economic and social
opportunities. Focusing on developing strategic partnerships for economic growth, the
key Summit themes were labour force development, attraction and retention of
investment, and promoting leading edge industries in areas such as biotechnology,
information technology, and advanced manufacturing.

Following the Summit, the Premier invited 34 prominent Manitobans to form the
Premier’s Economic Advisory Council, which was launched in November 2001. The
Council is currently co-chaired by Bob Silver (President of Western Glove) and Robert
Ziegler (President of United Food and Commercial Workers, Local 832).

To facilitate wide-ranging and candid discussion, the Council is not limited by terms of
reference and holds informal meetings designed to develop consensus on issues. PEAC
meets three to four times a year as a full council. In addition, PEAC has established Task
Groups, made up of members from PEAC and additional volunteers from the broader
community to consider specific issues. The Task Groups report to PEAC, which
considers their reports and, based on its review of the Task Group reports, makes
recommendations to the Premier.

The initial set of recommendations from PEAC to the Premier formed the basis for
Manitoba’s economic strategy entitled Manitoba’s Action Strategy for Economic

Growth. Recommendations have also been incorporated in Throne Speeches and
Budgets.
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