You have received a subpoena

Information for people who are subpoenaed to testify in criminal court

If you are a victim or witness to a crime, you
are important to the court process. When
you receive a subpoena (sub-pee-na), it means
you have been given notice that you must
go to court. The following information will
help you prepare to attend court.

What is a subpoena?

A subpoena is an official notice from the court saying
you must go to court at a specific time and place to
testify. A subpoena is a legal document and you
must take it seriously.

What does “having to testify” mean?

If the accused person enters a “not quilty” plea, you
may be required to testify in court. Testifying means
you have to tell a judge, in a courtroom, everything
you have seen or all the information you know about
the crime. You will have to testify at a preliminary
hearing or at a trial because you know things about
the crime that may help decide what happens with
the case.

As a victim or witness testifying in court, you should

know that:

= You may ask for a language interpreter or sign
language interpreter to help you when you testify.

m If you are a person with a disability or special
needs, you may ask for special assistance to make
it possible for you to attend court.

Ces renseignements sont également offerts en francais.

m If you are under the age of 14, a support person
may be allowed to be close to you when you are
testifying.

m If you are under the age of 18, or have a physical
or mental disability, you may have the right to
testify by closed-circuit television, behind a screen
or other device in the courtroom.

What will happen if | am subpoenaed
and don’t attend court?

If you receive a subpoena and don't attend court on
the date you are ordered to do so, it is possible a
warrant could be issued for you and you could be
arrested.

What can | do if | have a good reason for
not attending court?

If you have serious reasons for not going to court,
you must discuss this with the Crown attorney in
charge of the case. Only the Crown attorney can
allow you to be excused from going to court. If you
do not know how to reach the Crown attorney’s
office in your area, call toll free 1-866-635-1111, or
in Winnipeg call 945-3594, for help.

Can | be fired from my job for having to
attend court?

No. It is against the law for an employer to fire a
person who has received a subpoena and must attend
court. But, your employer does not have to pay you
for the time you have missed at work.






