
                   
VETERINARIANS 

 
Veterinarians prevent, diagnose and treat diseases and disorders in animals. They advise clients on 
the feeding, hygiene, housing and general care of animals. Veterinarians may be employed in animal 
hospitals/clinics, laboratories, government and industry.  

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
A degree in Veterinary Medicine acceptable to the Canadian Veterinary Medical Association (CVMA) 
is required in order to practice in Canada. 

ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
Step One 
Applicants must first apply to the National Examining Committee of the Canadian Veterinary 
Medical Association (CVMA). The applicant must submit:  
• a completed application form (available from CVMA); 
• an original or notarized copy of the degree in Veterinary Medicine;  
• a certified or notarized transcript;  
• two letters of recommendation - one from a member of the executive of the licensing organization 

of the veterinarian and the other from a responsible citizen such as a clergyman, bank manager 
or government official;  

• three signed and dated copies of a recent passport size photograph;  
• a certified copy of her/his birth certificate, passport, or a statutory declaration confirming their 

identity; and  
• an assessment fee of $325.00 (plus GST). 
*If documents are not in English or French, notarized translations are required. 
 
If the program of study is assessed as not equivalent, the applicant may be asked to complete 
additional requirements before he or she can go any further in the licensing process. When an 
applicant’s education is assessed as equivalent, he or she is eligible to write the National Examining 
Board Examinations. Candidates must first pass the Basic and Clinical Sciences Examination before 
they can proceed to steps B and C of the process. 
 
National Examining Board (NEB) Examinations 
Part A: Basic and Clinical Sciences Examination (BCSE) 
Four-hour computer-based examination 
• Offered four times per year beginning in 2008 
• Offered in most major cities in Canada, including Winnipeg at Prometric Inc. testing Centres. 
 
Part B: North American Veterinary Licensing Examination (NAVLE) 
Written Examination administered by computer (fee is $874.50 including GST)  
• Offered twice per year in April and November/December 
• Offered in most major cities in Canada, including Winnipeg at Prometric Inc. testing centres. 
 
Note: After passing the BCSE, candidates can choose the order in which they complete the NAVLE 
and the Clinical Proficiency Exam (CPE). However, in Manitoba, candidates can practice veterinary 
medicine with a Temporary License after successfully completing the NAVLE Written Examination.  
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They have up to two years before they must complete Part C (Clinical Proficiency Examination). 
Candidates must apply to the Manitoba Veterinary Medical Association (MVMA) for this temporary 
license. Candidates with temporary licenses must work under the supervision of a licensed 
veterinarian.             

 
Part C: Clinical Proficiency Examination (CPE) 
Clinical Proficiency Examination (CPE) (fee is $6,890.00 including GST). To be eligible to undergo 
the CPE, candidates must first successfully complete the NAVLE Written Examination. 
 
The CPE is offered in February, April/May, November and December of each year at the University 
of Guelph (Guelph, Ontario), Western College of Veterinary Medicine (Saskatoon, Saskatchewan), 
the Atlantic Veterinary College (Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island), and the University of Montreal 
(St. Hyacinthe, Quebec).  Note: the CPE is available in French only at the University of Montreal, 
usually during two sessions per year. 
 
When the Clinical Proficiency Examination has been successfully completed, the CVMA will issue a 
Certificate of Qualification. This certificate confirms the applicant’s level of professional education 
and must be obtained before he or she can practice veterinary medicine as a General Member in 
Manitoba.  Please note, this certificate alone does not mean the candidate is fully licensed in 
Manitoba.   
 
Step Two  
To Practice Veterinary Medicine as a General Member in Manitoba the candidate must submit the 
following documents to the Manitoba Veterinary Medical Association (MVMA): 
• a completed application form (available from MVMA); 
• a certified copy of her/his degree of Veterinary Medicine; and 
• a copy of the Certificate of Qualification provided by CVMA upon successful completion of both 

parts of the NAVLE. 
 
The applicant must pay the MVMA annual membership dues of $755.30 per year, the initial 
registration fee of $26.50 and the annual CVMA dues of $254.40. Applicants must also pass the 
examination requirements of the provincial association before they can be issued a Manitoba 
General License. 
 
The fees, documentation requirements, and assessment process detailed above are subject to 
change without notice.  For more detailed information contact: 
 
Canadian Veterinary Medical Association             Manitoba Veterinary Medical Association  
339 Booth Street                                                        6014 Roblin Boulevard 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1R 7K1                            Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3R 0H4 
Phone: (613) 236-1162                                               Phone: (204) 832-1276    
                                                                         Toll free 1-866-338-6862 
Toll free: 1-800-567-2862                                           Fax: (204) 832-1382 
Fax: (613) 236-9681                                                   Email: adowd@mvma.ca 
Web site: www.canadianveterinarians.net                  Web Site: www.mvma.ca  

 
Revised April 2007 
 
Manitoba Labour and Immigration  Phone: (Canada 001) 204-945-6300     
Settlement and Labour Market Services Branch Fax: (Canada 001) 204-948-2148    
5th floor, 213 Notre Dame Avenue  E-mail: immigratemanitoba@gov.mb.ca 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3B 1N3  Website: www.immigratemanitoba.com 
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