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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
8:00 o'clock, Friday, February 28, 1964,

MR. EVANS: Madam Speaker, if my honourable friend from Springfield is ready I would
be glad to call the adjourned motion on the budget debate if he is ready to proceed -- interjection--
Oh I am so sorry, The Honourable Member for Brokenhead,

MR, E,R. SCEREYER: Madam Speaker, I would prefer to speak on Monday please,

MR, EVANS: Then that is that, Madam Speaker, I beg to move, seconded by the Honour-
able the Attorney-General that Madam Speaker do now leave the chair and the House resolve
itself into a Committeeto consider of the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty.

Madam Speaker presented the motion.and after a voice vote declared the motion carried
and the House resolved itself into a Committee of Supply with the Honourable Member for St,
Matthews in the Chair,

MR. CEAIRMAN: We have before us now Item 3 in Agriculture (a) Livestock Branch,

MR. MOLGAT: Mr. Chairman, on the livestock branch this afternoon before the Orders of
the Day, I was asking the Minister some questions about the International Meeting of the Short-
horn Breeders Association in Brandon. The reason I brought it up then was because I felt there
was some urgency in this matter in view of the fact that the meeting is being held tomorrow,
Now this is a very important event in the livestock industry in Manitoba, It's the first time in
history that the International Shorthorn Breeders Association have held a meeting in Canada,
The very first time in history is the information that I have, and they have chosen to hold this
in Brandon, My information, Mr, Chairman, is that the Government of Manitoba has not parti-
cipated to the full in this matter;-that it's held back; that it has not been prepared to co-operate;
has not been prepared to send one of the Ministers or representative here; and « certainly the
answers given by the Minister on the questions before the Orders of the Day, indicated a great
lack of interest on his part, because he could barely indicate any information at all about the
situation, I think this is not good from a Minister who has said so many times, how we must
develop the livestock industry in the Province of Manitoba, I'd like to hear a more detailed
statement from the Minister tonight as to what participation exactly the Province of Manitoba is
having in this most import affair; what financial assistance they are giving to it; what represen--
tative of the government is going to be there; when the government was approached; and are they
providing any dinner for the people who are going to be there; what ezactly are they doing?

MR. HUTTON: Mr, Chairman, it's a well known fact and one that has received some
criticism in this House, while I was Minister, that the Livestock Branch in the Department of
Agriculture worked very closely with the Breed Associations here in Manitoba, As a matter of
fact, we had to go so far as to make it absolutely clear that it wasn't the Department of Agri-
culture that was promoting one breed or another in this province, but it was in fact, the parti-
cular breed associatipn concerned, Now we have the same party standing up and criticizing the
government because they aren't closely enough associated with a very important event in
Manitoba's history. Now as I understand it, this is the International Canadian Show and this is
the third province in Canada who have had the privilege of hosting this show and sale,

Now I can't give the honourable members of the House the details of the department's
contribution to planning and organizing this show but I don't think there are very many events
that take place in the Province of Manitoba agricultural-wise, where the department personnel
are not called upon and don't give freely of themselves and the services of the department. As
to what extent we are making a financial contribution, I can't say at this minute -- maybe the
moccasin messenger will bring me some information on that so that I can give a little more
detailed information,

I'm not sure you know that it is a compliment t o suggest that the men who are associated
with the different breed associations need to {ean on the government, These are a very indepen-
dent group of people, They like to run their own show, Oh yes, they appreciate some help but
they like to run their own show, As I understand the development of a shorthorn breed in Can-
ada and here in Manitoba, this association has been extremely active, They have their own field
men and have done a tremendous job, not just in promoting the shorthorn breed but have done a
tremendous job in improving the shorthorn breed; and have had some success in the show ring,
some remarkable success in the show ring; and some remarkable success in the bull sales,
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(Mr. Hutton, cont'd)... which is attested to by the kind of money that the breeders dre willing
to pay for these animals, and their growing popularity. Maybe I will get some more information
to give to the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition in respect to the detailed assistance that
was given.

Mr, Chairman, before I sit down, I gave some information last night in respect to the Bang's
program that wasn't just quite correct; and I'd like to correct it at this time, Last night I said
that there had been agreement between the Federal Health of Animals people and the Provincial -
.Veterinarian that the vaccination aids for heifer calves should be restricted to from 4 to 11
months -- that is incorrect. The period has been restricted from 4 to 9 months. That's a
lowering of the age limit of the animal by two months, This is done to try and avoid the confusion
that sometimes exists.in taking these tests for Brucellosis or the vaccination accounts for a
high positive titre reading.

Also in crder to reduce the incidence of a mistakén réading they allow -- in taking the read-
ing they allow a higher reading to provide for the reaction that might be accounted for by a
vaccination,

MR, VIELFAURE: While we are on the Bang's subject, could the Minister tell us how many
reactors we had last year and whether they were more or less than the year before? The reason
for the question is to determine how effective our vaccination in both the provincial and federal
programs was -- the effectiveness of our vaccination program,

" MR. HUTTON: I'l give you the report that I have here, During 1962 the Health of Animals
Division of the Canada Department of Agriculture completed the first general test of all cattle
herds in Manitoba, As of February 1, 1964 the Health of Animals Division had blood tested
970, 848 animals in herds totalling over one million cattle, = They removed 22, 871 reactors from
6, 879 infected herds and paid compensation amounting to $1,715,165,00, As of February 12,
1964, of 114 Brucellosis control areas in Manitoba 69 are certified as Brucellosis-free for
three years from the date of certification, 24 are being re-tested for re-certification, and 13
did not certify and are to be re-tested; 8 areas have expired and are not yet under re-test,

During the period April 1, 1963 to February 1, 1964 -- that is the past year -- 131,922
blood samples have been taken and 1, 061 reactors removed from 318 infected herds, and
$75, 544, 00 in compensation was paid out. In addition to necessary testing and re-testing of
herds, the Brucellosis ring test is being used on all cream and milk samples in the spring and
fall,” ‘Up to February 1, 1964 since inception 123, 468 milk and cream samples were collected,

1, 131 samples were suspicious and 422 infected animals were found in 202 herds, - Market
cow -tagging has identified 23,580 animals of which 698 samples were suspicious; re-testing
removed 74 reactors from 24 infected herds.

- I would like to say this, that when the complete testing of the herds is completed in Mani-
toba, which will be done fairly shortly, then I understand that the Federal Government is going
to rely on the ring test for milk and cream and on the tests of slaughter cattle to 1dent1fy any
infection in any of the herds in Manitoba,

MR.CAMPBELL: Mr, Chairman, with regard to the carrying on after the Federal Health
of Animals Branch has ceased their f1eld work and will be relying, as the Minister has mention-
ed, on the milk tests and the carcass tests, it will be the provincial department, I suppose,
that will continue to encourage, and to some extent sponsor, by giving financial assistance, for
the continued vaccination of the heifer calves, and in that connegtion I notice from the annual
report -- realizing of course that this is almost a year old now -~ that it is stated, the figure
is given, ‘as I think'I heard the Minister mention a moment ago, the same figure, the number of
‘vaccination certificates on hand at the Livestock Branch at the end of the fiscal year was
123,480, The Dominion Bureau of Statistics figures for the livestock population of Manitoba
indicate that in spite of the annual increase of vaccinates, the yearly female calf crop is far
from being completely vaccinated. This is a point I think that I was trying to get some inform-
ation from-the Minister two or three years ago by asking if this was a pretty complete cover-
age now, and I noticethat these folks writing this report say that the yearly female calf crop
is far from being completely vaccinated. Can the Minister tell us approximately what per-

. centage that is, according to the figures?
MR, HUTTON: About 70 percent. That's ali,
MR. CAMPBELL: The Department will be carrying on the encouragement by storing the
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(Mr. Campbell, cont'd),.. vaccine and helping the different districts to organize, outlining
areas to vrganize on a kind of a community basis and get veterinarians to make mass vaccin~
ations or something of that kind, will they?

MR. HUTTON: Well, Mr. Chairman, I can't give a short answer to the Member for Lake-
side’s question, There is some question about the co-existence for very long of the vaccination
program and the test program. The matter hasn't been resolved and there's some conflict of
opinion amongst the knowledgeable people in this field, the veierinarians; as to whether where
you have carried out a test and slaughter program and you have a continuing surveillance of the
herds, that you need or’ want a vaccination program, But this controversy at the technical,
professional level hasn't been resolved, and it was dealt with, as I mentioned earlier, at a
national conference. The finding of that conference was that for the time being at least we
should carry it on, However, the Province of Saskatchewan has discontinued their compulsory
program for vaccination, and some feel that it should be de-emphasized. But it's a question
of judgment and not one for a layman such as myself to make, and we are following the consen-
sus of opinion of the veterinarians across Canada, which is that it should be continued at least
for the time being. And this is what we are doing. As you know, in the past the veterinarians
of Manitoba have charged $2.00 per calf, It didn't matter whether you had one calf to vaccinate
or whether you had 50, they still charged $2. 00 per female animal vaccinated, This year we
negotiated with them, We have reduced our contribution 50 percent, and as I read from the
Resolution, they have agreed to charge $1.50 for the first five and they have agreed as an
association to leave their members free to take into account the larger numbers of vaccinates
that they may do on these farms and to give due consideration to this in charging the farmers),
and we do trust and hope that they will take this into account and that the livestock men will
benefit from it. .

MR, CAMPBELL: Mr. Chairman, Inotice that the report gave us some statistics re-
garding the number of doses of brucellosis vaccine that had been stored and shipped over a
period of years, and it starts with 1950-1951, That's on page 55. This vaccination campaign
started some time before that, I well remember it because I was in at the beginning of it,

I had the great privilege of occupying the position that my honourable friend does now for 12
years, with that tenure of office ending in 1948, and some time ~- I don't know how long before
1948 -- this strain 19 came along and was thoroughly enough tested that it was felt that it

could be relied upon for an intensive vaccination campaign., And this proposal of my honourable
friend about getting a cut-rate isn't new because we were getting them done -- and I recognize
that costs have increased since that time, charges have increased -- we were getting them done
wholesale for $1, 00 per calf which the government was paying, and by organizing several
neighbours to get together and group their calves, or at least have them confined in the barn,
we were getting them done wholesale by the veterinarian for $1, 00 pet, and he was making

a fortune at it because he could do a tremendous number of them, but at that time, if I recall
the program correctly -- and I know that this vaccine had been very, very thoroughly checked
and tested before that time; that doesn't of course mean that it would be infallible -- but at that
time, as I recall the figures, they did not vaccinate to as late an age as the Minister mentioned
last evening. I understood him to say female calves between four and 11 months. I am sure
that in those days the recommendations were to not go beyond eight months, and I think the
feeling then was that they became negative again, they should be vaccinated, after a certain
time they should show positive, and then after three months I think was the period that they
figured then, they should be ne gative, and the idea of cutting it off at eight months or so was to
be sure that the negative period arrived before there was any likelihood whatever of a heifer
being in calf, or some were even careful enough to say even before they were served, so the
program at that time was a pretty -- just less than four months, I think, in total,

My argument —- and I've gone over this with nmiy honourable friend once before, and I can
understand that if the veterinarians have been meeting in a national convention and have re-
commended some program done, then it's pretty difficult to get away from what they recommend.
But I still cannot see why, if this vaccination is as good as we thought it was those times, why
we shouldn't continue to.vaccinate all heifer calves of the proper age and then not bother with
any blood test, Don't have any blood test at all because they're a tremendously unsettling
performance with the herds whether they be beef or dairy. And then if for any reason the
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(Mr. Campbell, cont'd),.. vaccination fails to be effective providing it has been effective with
the vast majority of the calves, no great amount of damage will be experienced if a particular
one aborts, But if you let the program stop, as I see it, I think it's the history of contagious
brucellosis that the clean herd is the one where a storm always starts and you get a real bad
infestation of it, The clean herd is the one that's in danger all the time, and I would think that
we must continue the vaccinations and I would say don't continue the blood tests., Poke 'em all
with the vaccine, Let's leave them on their own from then on, If in some cases it doesn't
work, you may have trouble with one animal., If it works with the 99 percent they're safe;
you'll have no storm of it, But if you have a completely clean herd that's where brucellosis,

- ‘when it.does strike, is a tragedy to the farmer. -So I would say to my honourable friend, with
all respect in the world to the veterinarians, we still need to be practical about this thing and
in my judgment they carried the blood testing to sort of extreme lengths in some case, 1'd
say from now on -- good idea; we've got the herds pretty . well cleaned up; but they're not safe
when they're cleaned up., A clean herd is a dangerous one so let's continue the vaccination,
eliminate the blood tests,

MR. HUTTON: Mr. Chairman, I wish that I could accept the argument of the Honourable
Member for Lakeside because let me assure you that my job would be a lot easier, As you
know, this government is not responsible for the test program, It falls under another juris-
diction, and I'm sure the Honourable Member for Lakeside knows how hard and difficult it is
sometimes to get people in another jurisdiction who have powers greater than yours to listen,
and theprogram has not been carried out without a great deal of hardship to a lot of people. The
price that I quoted here that it cost the government was small by comparison, to the people of
Canada, compared to the price that was paid by individuals, and I wish that I could accept your
proposal,

I have listened to veterinarians give your argument, I have listened to other veterinarians
argue strongly the other way, that if you have the test program you don't need the vaccination
program. I didn't go to medical college nor veterinary college, so I'm left at a loss, I've
listened to them as individually one group and then the other and I've listened to them together,
and they have left me confused, I don't think it's a thing where I can afford to trust my
judgment, to go out and say that one or the other is right, and this is why I'm tempted to believe
the Honourable Member for Lakeside, Mr. Chairman, that a completely clean herd is a vul-
nerable herd, and that's why we have decided that, despite the testing program, we're going
to carry on with the vaccination program; and until there is more concrete evidence one way or
the other, we'll have to go along with both of them, because I think it'll be a terrible mistake
to make a premature judgment in this matter at this time, because there's been an awful lot of
money spent by both governments in two programs, and I think we want tobe absolutely sure
which one's right before we drop either one of them, And maybe we'll find out that we'd better
carry on a supervisory program in testing, and we'd better carry on the vaccinating program as
well into the future.

Personally, as a producer myself, I wouldn't want to take a chance, knowing as little as I
know about it right now; and I would advise, and we have decided that the vaccination of female
calves in Manitoba shall remain compulsory. Unfortunately, however, only about 70 percent
of them get vaccinated even though it is compulsory, and even though I believe the veterin-
arians are anxious and willing to vaccinate them all, because as the Honourable Member for
Lakeside has poihted out, their financial returns for performing this task are quite substantial,
I believe they are well paid. I might point out, Mr. Chairman, that in Alberta the provincial
contribution to the vaccination program is about 40 cents per calf, and the farmers can get
their calves vaccinated in Alberta for $1. 00,

MR, CAMPBELL: A Mr. Chairman, I reccgnize the position that the Minister has been
placed in, and I do know the difficulties of what's considered to be a senior government walking
in and starting up a program, and perhaps, perhaps the program is ok, but my understanding
was that with the completion of the various areas, that they were going to retire from the field
now as far as field work was concerned, Well now, they'll be out of it for awhile, and they'll
be checking on milk samples and carcasses, and I heartily agree with the Minister that the
right thing to do is carry on with the vaccination. I don't mind telling him -- I've never told
this in public before -- but when we were first starting this test back in my time in that
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(Mr, Campbell, cont'd)... position, I didn't find one single veterinarian that agreed with the
position that he and I are inclined to look at, I found a lot of the veterinarians, including one
that was very close to us, that wanted us to take three blood tests -- and imagine this for a
professional man! One of these veterinarians in particular wanted us to take three blood tests.
He wanted us to test first to see what was the -~ a blood test first, to see what was the incidence
of brucellosis in a given herd, And I said, '"Why, for goodness sake?'t Well, to see whether
they're clean or not. '* And the veterinarians, some of them at lea5t at that time actually said
that if they were clean, don't vaccinate. But that was the time you needed to vaccinate, This
was the time, this was-the vulnerable herd. Well then they were going to take a second blood
sample after the vaccination, a certain time after, to be sure that then the test was positive,
as it should be, if the vaccine had been effective, Andthenthey were going to take another blood
test about three months -- or it may have been four -- after that, to be sure that they were
negative again, Well now, I just couldn't see the sense of that, and I never found a veterinarian
to agree with me, I'm glad to hear that there's one some place that does now, -- interjection --
Good. I'm glad of that, I never found one, but we put it in without the blood test, and we
vaccinated the calves and we sent people out and we gathered them up in the different commun-
ities and got them gathered in by the hundreds in some of the outlying places actually, and
vaccinated them all, And I think that's the program to carry on still, and I say to my hon-
ourable friend, !''Stay with the vets, and ,,,'" -- interjection -- The ones that agree with you
and me. You bet,

MR. CHAIRMAN: (a) passed,

MR, VIELFAURE: Mr, Chairman, on 3 (a) (4) Grants - Herd Improvement Associations
and Veterinary Service Districts; could the Minister give us a breakdown between these two and
could he tell us if there is any movement to change the Herd Improvement associations. I
hink they've done a terrific job in the past. They've improved both the production and the
quality of the herds, but I would be inclined to think that we have reached the point where
efficiency and effectiveness in the dairy industry would need a full-time man as Herd Improve-
ment associations manager, I think that right now withthe $1, 800 grant, I think they're doing a
wonderfitl job, but I think more is needed at this time, and I'd just like to know if the department
is considering something along that line,

MR, HUTTON: There are eleven Herd Improvement associations which receive an annual
grant of $1, 800 per association, One of these has dropped below the 450-cow minimum, and is
operating on a pro-rated grant, The balance of these monies will be provided for a Veterinary
Service District,

Just to comment on the appeal from the Honourable Member for a little more money, he
doesn't know how much I wish I had a little more money, and I'd give it to people who are
doing the kind of job that these people are doing, and others in other fields.

MR, MOLGAT: Mr, Chairman, I'd like to hear from the Minister exactly what are the plans
of the department for the increase and the improvement of the livestock, in particular the
cattle industry in the Province of Manitoba, Now, we've heard a great deal about the desir-
ability of increasing the cattle production, and I couldn't agree more with the statement than
Manitoba has been falling behind other provinces in the development of our cattle herds, We
have many reasons for being ahead of other provinces, We are closer to the basic markets,
we have the packing plants already established here, presently operating far under capacity.
From the standpoint of employment, it would be highly desirable to increase very substantially
the cattle production in the Province of Manitoba, so as to keep the plant at full production and
provide further employment for the Province of Manitoba, Now I think the Minister and I agree
on these points. We've had discussions previously in this regard. So, I think there's no dis-
agreement on the desirability -- in fact, Mr, Chairman, the necessity -- of increasing the
cattle herds in the Province of Manitoba. It seems to me, however, Mr. Chairman, that the
policies of the department are in reverse in this matter; while the Minister is talking about
increasing the number of cattle and improving the quality, that in fact he is discontinuing a
large number of policies that were originally designed to do two things, improve our cattle and
increase our cattle, because since the past two or three years we've seen the following policies
reduced or discontinued. )

First of all, we had a.bull purchase policy. Originally whenthisgovernment came in, the
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(Mr. Molgat, cont'd)... Province contributed 20 percent of the purchase of a good herd bull up
" to $80,00., The purpose of this policy was to permit ranchers or farmers who did not have a
good sire bull, to purchase one, The government reduced this first of all to 15 percent and
$60. 00, and then subsequently they discontinued it altogether. So, the bull policy for the
improvement of cattle herds is now gone, They have, by the way, done the same thing in the
field of hogs, where the boar rental policy of $8,00 per year has been discontinued, In the
field of the sheep industry, the same thing, They have discontinued in the past year the ram
rental policy. Those are now gone by the wayside. There's no assistance from the department,

Going on to other fields, they had a policy of assistance in warble fly powder, through, I
think, the municipalities where there was a reduced price for the cattle industry. This has
been discontinued. Ih the sheep industry there was the worm powder, This has been dis-
continued, There was a forage assistance program, where we -- I say ''we!' -- the govern-
ment was prepared to assist farmers who wanted to set up a ten-acre plot of forage for the
purpose, I think mainly, of proving and showing what could be accomplished by better seed and
better forage production, that the government assisted. This has been discontinued, So there
are a series of policies, Mr, Chairman, originally designed for the increase and the improve-
ment of the livestock industry in the Province of Manitoba discontinued by the government, At
the same time, we have the Minister of Mines and Natural Resources coming out at long last
with a policy for the land tenure in the province, It took him five years, I will admit, to get
around to making up a policy on it, but eventually they came round and they have developed one,
But the main effect of the policy really seems to be to increase the costs of rented lands to
the farmers, So, we have discontinued policies, and the only policy that has been established
finally is this one of long term tenure, but it's been mainly an increase in cost insofar as the
rancher is concerned, Now, I can't see how this ties in with the statements of the government
that they want to encourage the livestock production in the Province of Manitoba,

MR. HUTTON: Mr, Chairman, I don't think that I have ever been asked in the Legislature
about the fact that we discontinued certain policies, and I welcome this opportunity to give an
explanation, I wouldn't want to suggest that these policies weren't good policies in their day,
but they have been there an awful long time. They were introduced as educational and
demonstration policies and they stood on the books for a long time, and in the case of the sire
purchase policy, the number of purebred sires purchased under this grew every year for many
years, but it was felt by the department that some of these policies has served their term and
they should be discontinued, Take the sire purchase policy for instance, As it grew, like
some programs do it became subject to some abuse, As the standard of livestock was raised
in the province over the years, this policy was less effective that it had been, Oh, it was
utilized by the people who were buying sires, but when we analyzed it, it looked to us as if all
that was happening was that the government was paying an extra sixty or eighty dollars, or
whatever the case may be, or fifty dollars, but the buyer of that animal wasn't necessarily
getting the benefit of it -~ of the government contribution. Another thing, it necessitated that
our government representatives, either the ag rep or the Livestock Branch, spent all their
time running around the Province of Manitoba looking at these animals, and it wasn't always
an easy task to turn down an animal that they didn't think came up to -- qualified, because it
might be a purebred animal; it might have all the breeding and the papers and so forth behind
it but due to mismanagement and poor management it really didn't qualify, And so it did
interfere to some extent in the usefulness of the department representative when he was put in
the position where he had to say no, and they had to say no, Now for these reasons and because
there was quite a body of opinion amongst the breeders themselves that this policy was no
longer serving the purpose for which it was originally intended, we decided to cut it out,

Now on the boar rental policy, At the time that this was brought in it was a very useful
policy and it proved its worth in the earlier days, where the department bought a boar and made
it available on a rental basis to a number of farmers -- small hog producers -~ and it demon-
strated the advantages of using a quality sire and the assistance this was in raising the quality
of market swine. But of later years, disease in swine has become a very troublesome man-
agement factor in the production of this product, And I don't know of a better way of spreading
disease in swine than mixing a bunch of little herds up. The sire in this case could become a
“source of infection, and so we thought the day had gone by for this type of policy.
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(Mr. Hutton, cont'd)...

In the case of the ram rental policy, we found ourselves in the embarrassing position where
the Manitoba Department of Agriculture was the only bidder at a ram sale, There was nobody
else there to bid, and so we had to figure out what was a fair price to give to the breeders for
these animals and then that was the price that was paid, Nobody else would bid. And so those
people who were in the production, who owned the breeding herds in this province, were tickled
to death when we got out of the field because it had a stimulating effect on the market for their
breeding rams, and this is important, You don't want the government stifling initiative,

Now in the case of-forage demonstration plots -- yes, we discontinued them --oh, just
a minute — warble fly powder., The reason that we discontinued warble fly powder was that we
had all this administration associated with this program -- it wasn't just the cost of the powder.
We had the administration costs associated with it, and in the face of the fact that warble fly
powder- is no longer recommended as the No, 1 treatment for warble fly it didn't seem:very
sensible for the government to continue this program, and so we discontinued it.

In the case of forage demonstration plots, this was introduced at a time when people were
completely oriented, or almost completely oriented, to the growing of cereal grains as opposed
to legumes and grasses, and it was a very meaningful program just to get a 10-acre plot out
there and show a farmer what he could produce, But this program, too, had lost its utility, as
more and more farmers started to grow grasses and legumes in the province. But while we
discontinued this program, we stepped up our emphasis on another program in that department --
that's the Department of Soils and Crops -- it's another forage program where we pay a third
of the cost of grass seed for up to thirty acres of land, and we have made more money available
to this program because we think it is more meaningful today when you're talking about the
numbers of cattle and the larger cattle herds that people are going into today.

Now, in the case of these lease policies, it's true and I don't deny -- this isn't my field
really, although I'm extremely interested in the leasing policies since what one government
department does affects another, and I think I'm just as interested in this one as the Minister
of Mines and Natural Resources. In terms of these new long term leases, I think that the
enthusiasm of the ranchers and farmers to get hold of these long term leases is a measure of
the value of these leases to these people, I haven't got the figures right at hand, but as I
recall there's been something like a doubling or better in the demand for crown grazing and
hay lands in the province in the last four years, I think since 1961, In fact there was almost a
doubling in the number of leases held, and I understand -- and I expect that the Minister of
Mines and Natural Resources will deal with this in detail: I would expect he might when he comes
to his estimates -- but I understand that there are about two requests, there are about two
requests for every available piece of grazing land and hay land in the -- interjection -- well, and
they waited a long time before that too, No, no, they didn't. Oh, no, they didn't. And we
believe that this is going to be a boon to the cattle industry in the province,

Well, I've talked about -- until I came to the leases -- to the things that we had dropped
and why we dropped them, but what have we put in their place? And I can understand the
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition when he looks at the livestock estimates, or author-
izations, asking himself that question, But the key to livestock development in Manitoba is
feed, The programs that we might put into the Livestock Branch are not the key to doubling our
cattle population in Manitoba, We are going to require, in order to reach a goal of two million
cattle in the next 12 years, we are going to require stupendous amounts of feed, We had trouble
finding feed in 1961 for less than a million head of cattle, Now if we hope to be able to carry two
million head of cattle through a year like that in the Province of Manitoba, we're going to have
to put a great deal of energy into making sure that the source of supply of feed is greatly
increased in this province, and so you are going to find that the programs that we are substituting
for these are coming under the Soils and Crop estimates, or authorizations, and I might as
well tell you some of them. This year we are providing monies for a progrrm to knock down the
bush, the useless bush, in the Interlake and Westlake area, It's a program which will enable
under certain conditions, to allow the rancher and the farmer to knock down this bush with a
ball and chain or other comparable equipment, -- interjection -- No they haven't, Maybe I
should explain, Mr. Chairman, what a ball and chain is.

MR, PAULLEY: I thought you were talking about a different type of ball and chain,
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MR. HUTTON: A ball and chain is a very simple piece of equipment although it is quite
heavy, I don't know whether the Honourable the Leader of the NDP could lift one of the links
in the chain or not, - -

MR. PAULLEY: Mine isn't that heavy,

MR. HUTTON: I doubt it,

MR. PAULLEY: No, no, mine isn't that heavy. He wouldn't know what to do with it if, ..

MR. HUTTON: The ball is a huge thing that weighs many tons and there is a chain runs
out on either side of it which is attached to twobigcaterpillar tractors,

MR, PAULLEY: I used one,

MR. HUTTON: These caterpillar tractors go through the bush about 100 feet apart, ..

MR. PAULLEY: That's right -- and they sweep everything ...

_~MR, HUTTON: And they sweep everything ahead of them,

MR, PAULLEY: Just like a fishing ..... , that's right,

MR. HUTTON: And it is a very economical way of knocking down bush and renovating it
for pasture land, and we are hoping through this program to encourage and help the farmers
in the Interlake and in the Westlake area to bring more of their land into production. There is
a real shortage, and this is hard to believe, but there’s a shortage of hay in the Interlake area
with a growing cattle population because so much of that land is covered with useless poplar
bush, B :

We have another program which is going to give incentive to the farmers in the south and
west of Manitoba to use chemicals to control the brush in these prairie pastures, Itis
estimated that we can increase the sharing capacity of these pasture lands in southern -
and western Manitoba, that we increase their sharing capacity by quadrupling it, that they
could carry four times the cattle, Now, Mr, Chairman,this is where we are going to put our
emphasis, is in providing feed for the cattle, It isn't the only thing we are doing, Last year
we announced that there was provision in the estimates for a provincial veterinarian, This
year we have just been successful in hiring a provincial veterinarian, He is a Dr. Jack
McGowan of Alberta ond Ontario where he has just completed post-graduate work, and he has
been hired by the department to come here and work with our farmers, ranchers, the cattlemen,
the livestock people in this province, and with the veterinarian services in the province, the
private veterinarians, etc., to make sure that we have adequate health-of-animal programs to
accommodate our growing herds,

Last year we provided for theestablishment of a seed testing station at the university, and
now farmers are able to send in samples of the seeds that they are using and to get a complete
analysis from this seed testing laboratory.

So we are doing and substituting new programs for those that we are casting aside, and I
wouldn't pretend for a minute that the job is nearly done, In the case of the boar rental policy
which we threw out, we have substituted the elite swine breeding program; we have two
applications at the present time from breeders in Manitoba and others that are showing
interest, We hope when this gets going that this will make a contribution to improving the
quality of the breeding stock in this province,

We have substituted for the sheep industry. We have co-operated with the federal
government in providing a freight assistance program on western ewes being brought into the
province to establish herds where anyone who wants to bring in may -- anyone can get freight
assistance on a minimum of 50 ewes or a maximum of 200 ewes and get the assistance of the
Government of Canada livestock officials and our own in picking out these ewes, in the
selection, and bringing them into Manitoba, The federal government pays a third of the freight,
we pay a third and the farmer or rancher pays a third, We feel that these programs are up-
to-date programs and for the time being at least are meeting the needs in the livestock industry.
Undoubtedly they're going to have to be changed in the future too,

MR. CHAIRMAN: ,M.... passed,

MR. MOLGAT: ..... Mr, Chairman, ....the Minister indicate then that really, in the
Department of Agriculture, they have discontinued a large number of policies originally
designed for the increase and improvement, but that he has really replaced it with nothing in
the Agriculture Department; that the increase from now on is going to be in the hands of my
" friend, the Minister of Mines and Natural Resources. Now certainly as the ex Attorney-General
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(Mr. Molgat, cont'd),.. he will be, I'm sure, very well-informed and we will look forward to
his department with a great deal of enthusiasm to find out exactly what his policies are for the
increase in the livestock industry in Manitoba, So far, the only indication I have is that the
main purpose is to increase the cost to the farmers, Now exactly how this is going to increase
the production I don 't'quite know, but I will wait with bated breath to hear from that honourable
gentleman,

But in the Department of Agriculture then, we have mainly discontinued policies because
the Minister says that they weren't effective. Well if you look at his own report, Mr. Chair-
man -~ I'm referring wow to the annual report of the Department of Agriculture and Conser-
vation -- you find, -for example; on page 45 that the sire purchase policy was increasing,
There's been a slight drop from '60-61 to '61 -62 but certainly from '61-62, '62-63 there was
a very substantial increase, from 1,092 sires up to 1, 452, and of this most of the people
invelved were getting a sire from the government for the first time because there were 350
one year and 483 the next year who were second assistants; all the rest were new assistants,
so it was in '61-62 some 700 or so who for the first time made use of this policy. In '62-63 it
was almost 1,000 of the farmers of this province who made use of this, Now I don't quite see
how that equates with the Minister's statement that the program was not effective when you
see that there was an increase in the use,

Similarly, in the boar and ram field it seems to me that with the federal government
certainly in the ram field already prepared to assist in purchase price and in transportation,
that there was a program that could have been developed, encouraged, and would have had an
effective policy. But the Minister tells us it doesn't, I, frankly, don't see in his replacements
any moves there that will, in his department, enhance the development of the livestock industry
in the Province of Manitoba,

Now what about the quality improvement, Mr, Chairman? Surely the programs where the
government was responsible in participating in the procurement, the choice and assistance in
getting good sires, was a sound policy for the improvement of the herds in the province, I
well remember, Mr, Chairman, when my honourable friends opposite used to Siton this side
and the gentleman who later became Minister of Agriculture and is nowthe Lieutenant-
Governor of the Province, used to have a great dealtposay to us, sitting on the other side of the
House, about how the quality of Manit oba livestock was far below that of other provinces; how
we were trailing behind what the others were doing. Since then my honourable friend has
proceeded to discontinue the very programs that were designed to improve quality, and I can't
see anything in the Minister's statements to indicate that he has replaced it with substitutes
that will correct this situation. I am very disappointed in his statements, outside of this
House in particular, promoting better and more livestock for Manitoba, and the lack of policy
that I see in his department when it gets down to actually doing the job,

MR. CHAIRMAN: (1) (a) passed. .

MR, CAMPBELL: Mr. Chairman -- No, I have two or three other matters that I'd like to
mention, Mr. Chairman, but before doing so I would like to comment on what the Minister said
about the sire purchase policy. I think that this was a useful policy, One thing thatl liked
about it was that it was giving the farmer back some of his own money. Not all of it perhaps,
but some of it, for in its original state this policy, I believe, was financed by the deductions
that had been made under the horned cattle fund,; and it seemed to me it was a good policy for
that reason, that it returned some of that money to him. Later on I believe it returned more
than that fund provided to him, but it had another useful purpose as well, I think it encouraged
the purebred breeder, gave him some confidence in having a market, and as for the agriculturzsl
rep finding it difficult to turn down the particular individual of some purebred breeder, after all,
the agricultural reps are out there to do a job of education and I would think it would be a pretty
good educational kind of a job to any breeder to get the sire that he had been trying to.sell under
this program, to get turned down by the agricultural rep,

However, that prcgram's gone so we can wave good-bye to it for the time being and move
on to other things,

I would like to ask the Minister if he would give us a brief report on the Manitoba exhibit
at the Toronto Royal, I believe that the assistance that the department gives to the Manitoba
exhibitors at that Toronto Royal is contained in this item,
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(Mr, Campbell, cont'd)...

Then I would like to ask him about the breakdown of expenditures under the horned cattle
fund, This is found on page 47 of the '62 annual report.- I notice that the horned cattle trust
fund provided for the salaries of two inspectors -- I suppose that would be $10, 000 or so in
total, Then, administration costs; I wouldn't think that would be too much, Dehorners: they've
had dehorners for quite a few years, It would be only replacements I suppose -- shouldn't be
too big, Gougers and caustic paste, Those would be comparé.tively small I would think, And
yet the total was $55, 375 with a good bit of it going to the university for research, Now I am
quite in favour of the research program at the university, but with all respect I would suggest
that it should be paid out of the appropriation that we have for it, rather than out of the horned
cattle fund, There's a big vote for agricultural research and if they need more then it should
be increased in my opinion, Between the two branches of research, general and specific,
there's a total of more than $580,000. 00, Surely with that amount going to research we
wouldn 't need to take money out of the horned cattle fund, and I would like to know what
portion of that money went to which of these different services.

I see also that the Livestock Protection Society inspector is also paid out of that fund. I
have no objection to that, ’

One other matter that I want to mention &t this time, Mr, Chairman, and usually I'm
asking questions rather than giving information but because of the interest that seemed to be
exhibited by some honourable members last night in my statement about the fact that more than
100 percent of the hog population should be marketed every year, I just made a rough check of
the figures as I could find them, and on page 45 of this report you will see that the hog population
on Manitoba farms in the June survey is given as 331, 000, and the figure that I found from the -
federal market review was 467, 000, so I was being conservative as usual when I said well over
100 percent, I didn't work out the percentage but it certainly -- more than 133 percent I
believe, which at least substantiates the statement that I made in that regard, and I'd ask the
Minister if he has the actual figures there from his department to just give them to us.

MR, HUTTON: I'm sorry, Mr. Chairman, I don't have the annual statement of the horned
cattle fund at hand to give the honourable member a breakdown of the expenditures in the past
year. I really can't follow his argument that we shouldn't use the proceeds of the horned cattle
fund for research into the livestock industry. The Act states specifically that the monies are -
to be used to promote, and to the benefit of the livestock industry. I don't know of a better way
of achieving long-term benefits for the industry than by using these monies in research, Now
the government is providing a lot of money for livestock research at the university through our
other appropriations, but that doesn't mean to say that there aren't other projects over and
above what we provide for that shouldn't be carried out in the interests of that industry.

The government has provided one of the finest animal science facilities in Canada. As a
matter of fact, just recently I was told by a young man who had come from Guelph, Ontario
that Guelph didn't have a thing on us, and I think Guelph has been recognized Canada-wide as
one of the leading research institutions in Canada. I was told recently by a scientist from
Michigan, I believe it was, that he was tremendously impressed with the facilities that had
been provided out here for animal science, but in spite of the fact that the government has
provided, in capital and in current research funds, very substantial amounts of money, I think
we would be foolhardy to suggest that there isn't more that could be done, and I don't know of a
better way of spending the cattleman's money than by using in in these research programs.

Im sorry that I haven't got the information. I should have known béetter because every year
the Honourable Member for Lakeside wants to know about the horned cattle fund.

I'd like to say here a little more about what we're doing in the livestock industry because
the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition has a very good point. This is' where we're putting
our emphasis and what are we doing about it? We have provided in these estimates, and it may
not seem like a big thing, but we have provided for a nutritionist to consult with farmers and to
help farmers in their feeding problems, We're just putting a little different emphasis than
what might appear to be an obvious solution to the livestock industry in Manitoba. I want to
remind you that the great bulk of our producers across the Province of Manitoba have very
small herds of cattle and it isn't feasible or practical for these people, for instance, to buy
purebred sires. One of the ways that we can help to build up this industry quality-wise as well
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(M Hutton," cont'd).;; as quantity—wise, is to help these people to be able to eénlarge their
herds, and the most effective way we can do that is to help these people provide more feed.
Now, right in this great Interlake are up here, and it's got a tremendous potential for livestock,
and my honourable friend, the Leader of the Opposition, knows that Westlake area if anybody
knows it'and he knows what the potential is there, and he knows that there are hundreds of
thousarids of acres up here through the Interlake and in the Westlake area, that are potentially
productive lands. So far there has never been a practical method of bringing these lands into
production, -As a matter of fact, the rancher has been losing ground up there, - He's been losing
his pasture land; he's been losing his hay land with the encroachment of this -- you might call
it a-weedy poplar growth -- and it's no good to anybody. - We don't intend to go up there and just
wipe off all the bush in the Interlake but we can wipe off a great deal of it in an organized way
and not hurt anything and increase our productivity,

Up until recently the only way that you could kill that bush would be either go out and chop
it down with an axe, which would be a pretty discouraging job, or hire a very costly caterpillar
tractor with a brusher onit. It costs too much money. You couldn't get those kind of returns
out of using it for pasture and hay land, But over the years we have had chemical controls
developed and there have been these new inventions like the ball and chain I mentioned, and
there is another one,. It's called a fleco rolling chopper. It's a great big drum about 4 1/2
feet in diameter and it varies -~ you can buy them from about 7 feet in width to I believe 10
feet in width, This past summer the Department of Agriculture purchased one of these fleco
rolling choppers because we wanted to experiment with it in our lighter poplar bluff where the
ball and chain didn't work, because when you get into light stands of poplar the ball and chain
just slips over the top of it and it just stands up and there it is, So we brought this machine
in and we tried it out in the Teulon area this summer, Some of the farmers were successful,
We used farmers co-operators, What we do, we go out and we say to the farmer, '1If you'll
put up so much money per acre we'll guaraniee you that it won't cost you any more., We'll
pick up the balance, '* And we charge them $4.00 or $5. 00 an acre and they're guite happy to
take this on on an experiment to see what it'll do because their financial responsibility is
limited. And so we did. I believe it ‘was some 150 acres up in the Teulon area, both east and
west of the town, :

Well, the farmers had various reactions, Some of them liked it. Some of them weren't
quite satisfied, The departmental staff -- some of them felt that it wasn't too good and some
of them felt that there was quite a satisfactory job. And then PFRA asked us if they could '
rent this machine and they put it in the Woodlands pasture, Now I didn't have an opportunity to
get up there and see it work but they tell me it did -- I have a report that says it did a very
excellent job -- and with the frost in the ground it took less horsepower to pull it and with the 7
frost in the trees it shattered the trees and the brush much more effectively, and so we feel
at this stage that we have found another fechnique, a techaiqus that can result in having this
type of iand cleared for something in the neighborhood of $4.00 or $5.00 an acre; and what we
propose to do is to go out to farmers and this is what the proposal is, spec1flca11y In the
Interlake and Westlake area where brush is a real problem, where it's encroaching on the
pastures and on the hay land and robbing the farmer of his source of hay and feed, we're going
to go to these farmers-and we're going to say to them, ''If you will undertake to do a minimum
of 50 acres and we can get your neighbours round about organized to do a minimum of 500
acres so that we can get a good deal with a contractor to supply the power,we will charge you
$5. 00 an acre to clear this bush, That's all it'll cost you, If it costs more we pay the balance
And we will give you this assistance on up to 200 acres, '

What we hope to accomplish here is two things; we're going to help people as individuals,
but we're going to demonstrate that this thing can be done and that they can improve their
pasture land in an economical way, And you'll recall that when we amended The Agricultural
Credit Act last year, to provide for loans for the purchase of breeding stock, we also provided
for loans for pasture improvement and water supply andfencing and we hope that witha combination
of programs like this, that we can, first of all, catch the farmer's eye, get him interested in this,
and make it possible for him to undertake these kind of programs. Now if we can make it
possible for these farmers who find themselves hedged in with these creeping forests of poplar,
we can make it possible for him to increase his forage supply, we make it possible for him to
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(Mr. Hutton, cont'd),.. have a larger herd, and if he has a larger herd he can afford to have
a better sire for that herd, and so the whole thing will tend to upgrade the management
practices,  You've got to be able to afford good management practices, any many of good
‘management practices are nowout of reach of these producers because they don't have a large
enough unit to justify the expenditures that are often times called for, This kind of a program
will reduce the cost to the farmer in fencing for instance, because if he has a quarter section
where he can now carry 10 cattle and he's gottofence the whole thing, if he can put 20 or 30
cattle on that, after cleaning it up, he reduces the cost of fencing per head of cattle, Sol
believe that these programs have a real merit, and they do make up for the programs that we
have seen fit to drop out of the livestock-authorization. -But once again I want to underline this,
that if -you can suggest to us a program that recommends itself as really being effective in
achieving this goal that we've set, we'd be only too happy to examine it and give it every con-
sideration, : . . . . .

But I want to say one thing more to the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition, When you
have so much money to spend, and you've got to make your choice, and you and I agree that we
want to help the livestock industry but we've got so much money and we've got to make a
choice, and we've got a set priority and you consider all these programs and you see the things
that must be done if we're going to achieve this goal, then it's pretty automatic that those
things which are not going to contribute as much per dollar to the achievement of that goal as
others, are going to have to be set aside, and we're going to have to adopt new policies that
in the light of 1964 will accomplish the most in achieving the goals that we want to achieve for
the livestock producer and for the Province of Manitoba.

MR, CHAIRMAN: (c) passed

MR. CAMPBELL: .....getting back pretty close to being in agreement with me, Mr,
Chairman, because he has -- interjection -- I think he's going to, he has pointed out that as the
pasture capacity is increased due to these programs, that then the livestock grower will be
able to have a bigger herd, then he can afford and will need a better sire so then he will come
back to where he needs this sire purchase policy -- interjection -- and I can see that he is
coming around to that point of view,

Mr, Chairman, I did not intend in any way to suggest to the Honourable the Minister that
the department did not have authority to spend the money in the horned cattle trust fund on
research at the university, Undoubtedly they have that authority, and certainly research
qualifies as being one of those things that is of benefit to the livestock industry, and I would
agree with him about the improvement in the plant out there, no question about that, And I
would say further, and I'm sure that he will agree with me in this, that in having Dr, Stringam
in charge of Livestock Research programs as well as on the teaching staff out there, that
Manitoba is indeed fortunate to have a man of such outstanding capacity and character as Dr.
Stringam. We're mighty lucky and there's nobody, there's just nobody I would rather see in
charge of programs of that kind, My whole point is that when you've got $580, 000 allocated
for research, most of it at the University, for goodness sake don't snitch this little few
thousand out of the horned cattle fund that could be used for the farmer directly, That was my
point in that regard., '

Now I want to ask the Minister one question; Mr. Chairman, about this machine that's
being used up in the Interlake country to get rid of the scrubby trees. Is it believed that with
one application of this machine that that land will then be ready to grow grass or legumes or
forage crops of one kind and another? Will one application do that? Before the Minister
answers that let me suggest this to him, I'm sure that can't be done if the cu'tivation is
carried on after freeze up when both the land and the trees have frost in them. I would think
if you're going to get a cultivation effective the same time as cutting up the scrub you would
pretty nearly have to to that inthenon-frozen months,
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MR. HUTTON: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to tell the Honourable the Member for Lakeside
I think they're making fun of us here. -- (interjection) -- No, no, I think some of the others
are because we're carrying on such a long dialogue. Butthis is a very interesting subject.
Maybe not to all ot them, but to the Honourable Member for Lakeside and I itis --(Interjection)
~- The ball and chain, yes. I guess the Honourable Member for Lakeside and I are the ball
and chain on the progress of this committee, but this is an important thing and I think we can
dwell on it a little while. The ball and chain, either the ball and chain or this new Fleco roll-
ing chopper with its big blades on it that roll over this bush and chop it up, neither are a once-
over operation. That is"to say, we don't believe that if we go over this bush with a ball and
chain or rolling chopper that this is it. But what it does, the minute you knock down that bush
and let the sunlight in, the grass amazingly enough, the grass just -- a luxuriant growth takes
place. Up in this Interlake area the peavine and everything else comes without any reseeding,
and the cattle can pick their way through this material, and it doesn't take long for these poplars
to rot and break down. In some cases the farmers put a fire over it at a time of year when it
can't do any damage. Others are leaving it and just letting it rot and break down of its own
course. The experts in the department feel that a spraying operation, a chemical spraying op-
eration, a brush killer operation, will have to be used, maybe three ar four years later but it
will be a relatively short time before that is a productive pasture. We teel that this thing must
be done, including the spraying operation; we must keep the cost under $10 an acre and then it
becomes not only economically feasible but attractive for the farmers to do this sort of thing.

And on the horned cattle fund I might say that this past year I know they did purchase
some more scales to use in the performance testing program and in this way the farmer does
get some direct benefit. '

MR. CAMPBELL: Mr. Chairman, you may be inclined to smile at the Honourable Min-
ister and me carrying on our discussions but I agree, I agree with him that this is completely
worthy of some attention, because if you are going to increase the potential of these areas that
he's been speaking about you've just about got to do something like this. Mr. Chairman, I have
a personal interest in this kind of business, because -- I don't often talk about my personal
experience but I have driven the front team of an 8-horse team, I've driven the front 4 horses
of an 8 horse team on a 24" single furrow plough, to break up many acres, not of scrub, but
of bush, which had had to be grubbed off by the axe method to start with, and the roots taken
out of the furrow slice later on, and we cut off roots that were as big around as this thing.

And when you just look at the progress that is being made in agriculture and the methods that
are available now, compared to the time then -~ and later on I worked at the job of taking the
roots out of the furrow slice when a Hart-Parr 30-60 tractor was pulling the 24" plough, and
cutting a furrow about that deep, and it's a pretty different kind of a job that we can go in with
now and do this kind of work. I am interested in it and a certain amount of nostalgia here I
guess, for me; and I kind of like to see the young fellows coming along with the new ideas. I am
interested in the fact that this does not need reseeding, because I gather that that's quite a sav-
ing to the farmers in itself. I hope that it works out well! I would think it offers a good deal of
promise.

MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Chairman, I've been quite interested in the discourse, particularly
as it applies to the Interlake area. I know a little bit of that area because that is where my bride
came from a few years ago, and on numerous occasions had the opportunity of going up around
Narcisse and Fisher and ....

MR. CAMPBELL: How she wishes she had stayed there.

MR. PAULLEY: Yes, I guess, you know, Mr. Chairman, she may have stayed there and
I may never have met the young lady, if it hadn't of been for the type of country that it was, a
type of coumtry that was not productive at all. For her father went up, under the Soldiers Settle~
ment Plan after the First World War, and attempts were made by the soldiers and others who
went up at that time, and many of the things that the Honourable the Minister is talking about
today were done at that particular time. They didn't have balls and chains, like my honourable
friend is referring to, to pull down the scrub, but they did this with their ox teams and other
implements -- (interjection) -- Yes they did, and they cleared a considerable amount of land
up there, and they attempted to go into ranching and cattle raising in the area. I don't know where
the Honourable the Minister gets the idea that because of the fact of the clearing of the scrub in
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(Mr. Paulley cont'd) ..... this area is an automatic open sesame for the growth of grass, un-
less he is a little bit more of a magician today than the settlers were following the First World
War, because Mr. Chairman, it just simply did not happen. Now, I don't know whether my
friend, as I say, has got more information of a magic wand, but I want to say that if we're speak-
ing of the same type of country, and I think we are, that if he things simply because they're
geing to tear down the scrub brush, even though it's cleared by burning or other methods; that
the grass is automatically going to grow, either these individuals that went up there the time
I'm talking about were absolute dumb..... or the soil has undergone a transition since. Now
I'd like to bave the Minister of Agriculture take another look into the sources of his informa-
tion because -- well as I've said on numerous occasions, I'm no agriculturalist but I do know
_abit of the history of the Interlake area, and I do know what my honourable friend talks about
has not happened in the past, and I have grave doubts that it will happen today. I've been giving
some study over the past few days to the progress report on Manitoba development projects
assisted by ARDA and I don't see too much to support what my honourable friend has been 'say-
ing here today in respect of this area and increasing its productivity, strewn as it is with the
rock-bed type of soil that's prevalent in this area, this just simply didn't happen before and I
respectfully suggest .... '

MR. HUTTON: They broke it up.

MR. PAULLEY: Yes, they broke it up, too. --(Interjection) ~- But they didn't break it
all. They attempted -- they attempted to clear areas for pasture land and, quite frankly, from
what my father-in-law used to tell me -- he's gone to his reward now, but we used to sit many
an hour and talk of these things because he was more or less crippled, but from what he used
to tell me that they had a hard job on the native soils there, even raising sufficient milk cows
to feed the family. I know of friends that were up in this area that attempted on numerous occa-
-sions to clear land for ranch purposes, even with seeding -- attempting to seed, in order to
provide sufficient fodder -~ grasslands, for their cattle. Yet my honourable friend the Minister
of Agriculture has told us tonight that the mere going over apparently, with a ball and chain,
and the tearing down -- the knocking down of the scrub is going to give us grass growth, and I
suggest to my honourable friend that he takes another look in this regard. I'm not going to start
an argument with my honourable friend. I've no intentions of that, but I'm speaking from know-
ledge that has been passed on to me of the area in around Narcisse, Chatfield, Inwood, and
areas in around that area, going up to Willowview, toward Fisher Branch and the general area
in there. And from the information that'l have been given, Mr. Chairman, as I say, it doesn't
jibe with the information that my honourable friend is inferring here tonight.

MR . HUTTON: In reply to the Honourable the Leader of the NDP, I hope the people in the
Interlake aren't listening to him, because I wouldn't want them to be discouraged. I'm not saying
that you won't get greater productivity if you seed legumes and tame grasses, but what I'm saying
is that our experience to date is that where you knock down the brush and let the sunlight in, the
grass does come. Now that doesn't mean to say that we will even recommend that they don't
seed, because if they go out and they broadcast seed into this after it's been knocked down -~
(interjection) -~ Very well, and to my knowledge the boys in the Soils and Crop Branch would
recommend that they do broadcast seed to get a more productive yield from these lands, but
what the farmers have told me up there is that when you knock down the bush the grass does
grow, and it makes pretty good sense to me, because seeds lay in the ground for years, for
years and years and years, and all they require is the right conditions of soil and sunlight and
temperature and so forth, and they come alive and grow.

MR. VIELFAURE: .... my honourable .....Well that was on a different subject. I just
wanted to getout of the bush for a little while. On the veterinary science scholarship fund,
how many scholarships were awarded , and out of these, how many stayed in the province ?

MR. HUTTON: Total number who have received assistance, including 1963-64 is 95.
That's from the beginning -- the introduction of the program. The number of scholarship grad-
uates in rural practice in Manitoba is 19. The number of scholarships remitted or repaid is 22,
and the number of students currently enrolled and on scholarship, 12.

MR. CHAIRMAN: (b) Dairy Branch, passed. (c) ....

MR. VIELFAURE: Mr. Chairman, on the Dairy Branch I notice there is a decrease of
about $13,000 in the income of the board. Would the Minister tell us what is the source of
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(Mr. Vielfaure cont'd) ..... income and why the decrease? That's from page 15 of the annual
" report of the Milk Control Board.

MR. HUTTON: I can only speak from memory here. I think they reduced the levy, if I'm
not mistaken, or they discontinued the levy for a couple of months because they were embar-
rassed by some surplus funds.

‘MR. CHAIRMAN: (c) passed.

‘MR. ARTHUR E WRIGHT (Seven Oaks) Mr. Chairman, on the Milk Board Dairy Branch;
I take it we are on item (b), Mr. Chairman. I'd like to make a few observations as a result
of looking over the annual report of the Milk Control Board for '63, and Ifigure there must be
some place where a city slicker could get in here, Mr. Chairman, and I made these observa-
tions, that the differernce in sales between 1962 and 1963, which represents the quantity of fluid
milk sold, is less than 1 percent increase, and yet I note thatthe increase in population for

Metro Winnipeg is just a little less than 4 percent. It seems to me that the consumption of fluid ~
milk’is not kegping up with our increase in population. Now I know that we have a subsidy that's

paid on butter fat, 14 point some cents per pound on butter. I'm just wondering why we couldn't
see fit to have a subsidy paid on milk. We talk these days, say much about physical fitness and
I know that, with the price of milk today, which is 22 and 24 cents a quart, there must be some
cases of extreme hardhsip on large families, and I 'm just throwing this out for a discussion.

I think that now that we're approaching our Centennial year that I would like to see Manitoba
known throughout the world as, not only a place where you have the cheapest power, but where
we also can supply the cheapest milk and I think that it is time that we took a look at subsidiz-
ing such a necessity as fluid milk, the same as we do butter.

MR. HUTTON: Mr. Chairman, in all fairness to the fluid milk producers, I think that if
you compare the prices that they receive for their product here in Manitoba that the consumers
in this province are better off than those in most major provinces in Canada. I believe that in
most of the provinces in Canada the producers of fluid milk receive a higher price than they
do here in Manitoba at the present time. It's true that the per capita consumption of fluid milk
is declining, and this is due to the competition from milk substitutes, milk that is used in the
processing for instance of dry skim milk or so forth. Ithinkthe producer there receives about
$3 or less per hundred pounds of milk, and as compared to,at the present time in Manitoba,
of $4.90 or $5.00 that the fluid milk shippers are getting. I think you can understand that the
costs of handling fluid milk, the bottling, the distribution of it, is high by comparison with the
concentrate product, either in cans or in dry form, and that the fluid producers are facing
serious competition in the market from these processed milk products.

MR. WRIGHT: I'm thinking of the consumer. I think that people are being driven to use
these substitutes because I think that they would prefer to use the natural product, and I think
that a subsidy on milk would certainly help the fluid milk producers. It was with the consumers
in mind that I was thinking, not of the producers.

. MR. VIELFAURE: Mr. Chairman, on the Dairy Branch, we have now changed our grad-
ing system in the fluid milk. The fluid milk that is being sold in Winnipeg now is, I would say,
one of the purest forms of farm products that the consumer could buy. Now I am to understand
that a different standard requirement will be asked from the cream shipper. Could the Minister
tell us when this new standard will be asked from the shipper? Or when will the shipper have
to meet this new standard?

MR. SCHREYER: I would like to ask the Minister if his department under the Dairy
Branch or any branch conerns itself with taking counts of Strontium 90 in the spot checks on
milk supply from time to time, and if it does -- if the answer is affirmative -- could he give
us a comparison of the last available data with one year earlier.

MR. HUTTON: In reply to the Honourable Member for La Verendrye, I haven't got the
answer right at hand, as to how soon. I expect that the producers will be given -- that we won't
be as strict in reinforcing this right off the bat as we will be once it's been in effect for some
time, to give them an opportunity to bring their operation up to a standard where it complies
with the new regulations; but I think that once this time has been given to them that then we
must see to it that their operations do comply.

The testing for Strontium 90 falls under the aegis of the federal -- I believe it's the Food
and Drug people that do this, because they carry out other tests to determine the purity of the
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(Mr. Hutton cont'd) ...... food.. You will recall that it was the Food and Drug people who
first through their tests, ran across this dieldrin and aldrin in the dairy products, We got into
the act to make sure that we got an answer in a hurry. We put personnel in and co-operated
with them. But normally it's the Food and Drug people who do this work, and I don't have their
figures on Strontium 90.

MR. PETERS: Mr. Chairman, would the Minister know -- because of the issue that was
raised of Strontium 90 that was in the fluid milk, is that why people have gone to milk substi-
tutes ?

MR. HUTTON: No, because, to my knowledge, the technique or process that can be
used to substract the Strontium 90 factor from milk is not a part of the processing procedure
used by the milk processing companies. I would say that it has no bearing on it. The Honour-
able Member from Seven Oaks hit the nail right on the head when he said it was the price fac-
tor. These products are much cheaper, and they are a good product, and people who have a

large family of children just find that they can afford to buy these substitutes and they can't
afford to buy fluid milk; and I think his suggestion of a consumer subsidy on milk, much like

we have on butter, is an excellent suggestion.

MR. FROESE: Mr. Chairman, under Item (b) (3), Grant -- Cream Grading Services,
there's a $25,000 grant. I would like to lmow from the Minister how many inspectors do we
have, and how's the balance of the cost of these services pro-rated? What charge do we levy
against the creameries or the concerns where we do the inspection?

MR. HUTTON: All monies are raised by a levy on the creameries, and I just can't
put my finger on the levy right now. It just evades me. It has been in the neighborhood of
7 cents per 100 pounds of butterfat. That's what the levy was -- 7 cents per 100 pounds of butter-
fat., That's the '62 figure that I have here, and it may have changed a little. You wanted to
know the number of inspectors. I don't have that just at hand. Maybe my runner will bring me
the information. I'll send it over to the honourable membex.

MR. FROESE: I have some further questions in that respect. These inspectors -- what
courses do they undergo or take, and what qualifications do they have in order to become an
inspector, and how accurate are they.and their grading ?

MR. HUTTON: Mr. Chairman, these inspectors are under the supervision of the Dairy
Branch, and I don't know what their specific qualifications are, except that they know their
job, which is to make sure that the grading of the cream is accurate. I would have to beg ig-
norance on their individual qualifications in terms of training, etc. I think that this is a skill
that is acquired by association with the industry and an experience in the industry.

MR. FROESE: I think this is of importance. After all, the dairyman's income is de-
pendent on this, of the grading that the inspector does, and we hear complaints from time to
time, and especially when I was connected with a concern, a creamery, that we did get many
coﬁgplaints at that time. Iknow:that. So I wanted to know what the qualifications are, and
just how -~ (interjection ) -~ that's for sure.

g MR. HUTTON: There are five inspectors and they are under the supervision of Mr.
i°Rae , and it is Mr. M°Rae's responsibility to see that these inspectors know what they
are doing.

MR. PETERS: Mr. Chairman, these five inspectors -- they're not changed from time
to time ? They've been there for a long time, have they?

MR. HUTTON: To my knowledge, yes. They have been there for quite a time.

MR. FROESE: How much time do the inspectors spend at a given concern in a year?

I take it they only make spot checks from time to time. Is that right?

MR. HUTTON: That depends upon what they find when they take a spot check of the
creamery. If they take a spot check and they find that the cream is being graded correctly,
then they won't spend much time there. If they go out and they find that there are significant
variations in the grades that are being given, then they'll stay a little longer to make sure that
the cream is being graded accurately.

MR . FROESE: A further question then. Since these inspectors are only making spot
checks, that means that the local concerns have to have their own graders. Now, what quali-
fications dothes graders have, and are they under the supervision of the department?

MR. HUTTON: Mr. Chairman, I think that question has already been answered. This
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(Mr. Hutton cont'd) ...... is why we have inspectors to go out and check the people testing
and grading in the creameries. The routine program of the inspectors in the past year included
1,381 regular inspections to creameries, checking on cream grading, cream testing and milk
testing at milk plants outside Winnipeg. The number of tests was as follows: Farmers' butter-
fat tests, 26,522; cans of cream checked for grade, 53, 948; butter salt tests, 489; butter
moisture tests, 514; butter yeast and mould analysis, 3,830. I think these half-dozen gentle-
men were pretty busy. ,

MR. FROESE: Are the local cream graders licensed?

MR. HUTTON: Yes.

MR. CAMPBELL: Mr. Chairman, I have another question under the Dairy Branch. It
runs in my mind that there recently was an advertisement in some of the papers mentioning
a hearing by the Milk Control Board. Has a hearing been held, and was it an application for an
increase in price, and if so, was it just at the producer level or the distributor level, or both?
Has one been held, or is one contemplated?

MR. HUTTON: Mr. Chairman, I have not received any information from the Chairman
of the Milk Control Board with respect to the application that has been made so I cannot pro-
vide that information.

These five inspectors I referred to are either graduates or well-trained dairy techni-
cians, and the levy for cream grading -- the current levy for cream grading is 7 cents per 100
pounds of butterfat.

MR. MOLGAT: Mr. Chairman, over many years, this House had resolutions presented
annually, andlong discussions annually about the coloring of margarine in the Province of
Manitoba. Well, I was only going to inquire Mr. Chairman, from the Minister, if he could tell
us how things are going since he introduced the change some two years ago, and what has
been the result of the change insofar as the production and consumption of butter in the Province
of Manitoba. And similarly, on margarine. Can he give us the figures to show what has
happened in the two products ?

MR, HUTTON: Mr. Chairman, I haven't got the up-to-date figures, I think, on this. I
gave a report, I believe, to the Legislature last year. The trend has been for increased con-
sumption of butter in the Province of Manitoba, that is per capita consumption, and a slight
decrease in margarine. Of course, one must not forget that a consumer subsidy was introduced
on butter a few months after we provided for the coloring of margarine in Manitoba. However,
there's no doubt in my mind, Mr. Chairman, that the continuing controversy in this Legisla-
ture over the years did much to promote the sale of margarine and did nothing for the dairy
industry. As a matter of fact, I think that controversy created a buyer resistance amongst
the consumers of butter, and I think thatbearing that issue was one of the finest things that
this Legislature has ever done. But I do believe that one must give full credit to the consumer
subsidy on butter for the increased consumption. As a matter of fact, you may have read the
same report that I did coming out of the recent Manitoba Dairy Industry Association convention,
which indicated that there was going to be a shortage of butter in Canada. There are signs of
it developing now -- this doesn't mean that there isn't butter in storage; but the butter that's
in storage has been there for a long time. I don't believe that there is any butter in storage
in Canada that isn't over a year old, so there are no fresh stocks of butter of any consequence
available in storage, and the talk now is are we going to be able to produce enough to meet
our current needs.

MR. MOLGAT: Mr. Chairman, I would like to have from the Minister though some actual
figures, because this was the crux-of the controversy that went on in this House over so many
years, that the coloring of margarine would affect the production, and therefore the income of
the dairy people in the Province of Manitoba. Now, in view of the fact that this has gone on
over such a long period and was such a controversial issue, I'm sure the Minister and his
department must have, or at least should have, followed very carefully the results of the color-
ing. I would like to have from the Minister -- I realize that he says that the subsidy came in,
but nevertheless if he would give us the figures, Mr. Chairman, over the past few years, say
a period of ten years, of the production and sale of the two products in the province, and he
can indicate as well the prices at the various stages so that we will see and have a proper consid-
eration of the subsidy aspect when it came in. Now, surely he has those figures, and I would
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(Mr. Molgat, cont'd)......like to have him give them to the House. o

MR. HUTTON: Mr. Chairman, I know I have some very significant flgures I had them
last year, and I will endeavour to get them out and bring them to the House. I possibly can do
“this on another day, the next time we meet. It may be interesting to the members of the’
Legislature to know that the prospects for the -- we are a net importer to a very marked ex-
tent, of cheese products in Manitoba. - There is a real opportunity for the production of cheese
here in Manitoba, and what is gratifying at this time is that there has been some response to
this market here in Manitoba. There was quite a substantial increase -- I shouldn't say
substantial -- but a significant increase in the production of cheese in Manitoba this past year,
and we hope that this trend will continue. I will get that information for the Honourable Leader
of the Opposition. S :

MR. MOLGAT: We'll look forward to getting the figures, Mr. Chairman, because I think
this is véry important to this whole question that .vexed the proyvince for so many years. I
wonder if the Minister would indicate to the Hoase what steps his department takes to control
the coloring, because as the Act was passed, there are some spzcific ranges of coloring
established for margarine and for butter. How is this controlled, and what steps are taken
by the department to ensure that the Act is followed?

MR, HUTTON: In the administration of The Margarine Act this pastyear, 191 samples of
yellow and white margarine were analyzed for color and composition. Compliance with the
regulations was good.  No prosecutions were necessary, although 8,180 pounds of one brand
of margarine which did not meet the specifications were seized and sold for salvage. Two
lots of 6,984 pounds and 780 pounds were returned to the manufacturer for reprocessing; so
this indicates that the industry is very co-operative and law abiding and is successful in com-
plying with the law.

MR, MOLGAT: ....... ....There's one other aspect of the Act and the control of these
products which I think is very important. This was practised in other provinces at a time when
the margarine was completely banned. That was the mixing of margarine and butter, and then
the product being sold as butter. What control does the department have over this, what checks
do they make to ensure that the consumers of the province, if they are buying butter are in fact
getting butter, and if they are buying margarine are in fact getting margarine and not a mixed
product so as to reduce the cost of the item without letting the consumer know exactly what he's
buying?

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Chairman, if members are really interested, they can check page
40 of the report and they'll see that butter consumption has gone up three quarters of a pound
per capita, margarine gone down two-thirds of a pound per capita in the last year reported.

I want to ask the Minister if -- and I'm not sure whether it's contravening the statute we passed
here two years ago -- but apparently in the last five or six months, margarine producers have
been, up until then at least, margarine prints were put in cardboard boxes, half-pound prints,
quarter prints and so on, but now they are wrapping them in precisely the same kind of paper
wrapper as butter is marketed in. I'm not sure if that contraveenes the statute, but seems like
something that the Minister could have his staff check on.

MR. CAMPBELL: Mr. Chairman, I notice by the Annual Report that 65 percent of the
margarine that was sold was colored. If my mathematics are correct, then that would appear
to indicate that 35 percent was uncoloured. Now, if when coloured margarine is available, when
it's been made available, if 35 percent of the people still buy uncoloured margarine, wouldn't
that indicate that after all the public wasn't too concerned about it being coloured -- that if 35
percent, still buy it even after available in the coloured form, surely it was only a tempest in the
teapot about getting it coloured, wasn'tit?

MR. HUTTON: Mr. Chairman, I think you would find that a very large proportion of that
35 percent of uncoloured margarine is used by the housewife in baking, because as the cooks
have told me, they don't like that colouring in margarine when they are using it for baking.

MR. CAMPBELL: Wasn't that all it was ever used for anyway ?

MR. CHAIRMAN: (b) passed.

MR. MOLGAT: Mr. Chairman, Ididn't get an answer to my question about the mixing of
the products. I think this is important froma consumer's standpoint to ensure that the consumer
is getting in fact what he's purchasing, and I would like to know from the department what control
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(Mr. Molgat, cont'd)...they exercise over this practice.

MR. HUTTON: Well, I think, Mr., Chairman, the answer to that is that the quality of the
butter itself is checked in the creamery, so that -- you see, butter salt tests were run, butter
moisture tests were run, butter yeast and mold analysis were run. Some 439 butter salt tests;
butter moisture tests, 514; butter yeast and mold analysis, 3, 830, and I think that -- I may be
mistaken in this, but I would suggest that the inspectors in running these tests would catch any
doctoring of the butter product, be watching for that sort of thing while they were doing these
tests. .

MR. MOLGAT: But Mr. Chairman, aren't these tests conducted at the creamery, not

" tests conducted at the retail level where the consumer actually purchases this? Now, if the
butter goes through a number of hands, then obviously the control must be at the retail level
and that is where the sa:mples must be taken. Is this done?

MR. HUTTON: I won't answer that categorically, I would want to check on it, but I
wouldn't like to suggest that the product that Manitoba consumers are getting is not a bonafide
product. Manitoba enjoys the finest reputation in Canada for quality butter. There is no
province in Canada that enjoys our reputation.

MR. CHAIRMAN: ---(b)---passed. (c) -- Extension Service Branch passed.

MR. GUTTORMSON: The last session of the Legislature discussed the subject of ARDA
during these estimates. At that time I asked the Minister to give us in grass roots language
what this program really meant to the people, because it had been indicated earlier that the
Interlake would be a pilot area for this program, and at that time -- I don't want to put words
in the Minister's mouth -- he indicated that it was too early really to say..... just what this
program meant to the farmer and that he said himself he found it difficult to tell us just what
it would mean to the people of the Interlake. He did say, though, that one thing he could tell
us was that there would be two community pastures I believe established in the area but, further
to that, there would have to be surveys taken and what-not to determine just what was needed
and what this program could do for the area.

The Minister -- is he in a better position now to tell us what this program is going to do
for the Interlake and in grass roots language so that I can tell the people when they approach
me about it? Also have the community pastures that he mentioned last year been established?

MR. HUTTON: Mr. Chairman, I expect that when we're through estimates the Honourable
Member for St. George will have a better idea of the practical application of ARDA. I'd
rather not start on that subject right now except to say to him that this program that I described
for brush clearing, in the Interlake and Westlake area, is an ARDA project.

MR. GUTTORMSON: Back to the community pastures that he spoke about last year. Have
they been established now?

MR. HUTTON: They're working on them, yes.

MR. GUTTORMSON: They're not in -- will they be in operation this summer?

MR. HUTTON: If the honourable member would wait until we got to the Soils and Crops
Branch I'd have that information. I've got my information organized here and it's kind of
difficult to talk on it.

MR. GUTTORMSON: Well, Mr. Chairman, that's quite all right with me. If he would
prefer to discuss it at that particular part of the estimates, I'm prepared to do that butI just
noticed, though, in the estimates we refer to ARDA -- on the Canada-Manitoba ARDA agree ment
on No. 7 and I thought perhaps he'd want to discuss it at this point. That's why I raised it --
(Interjection) -- Well he said (c) -- (c) 7 and he's been passing items by (a), (b) and (c).

MR. HUTTON: I'd prefer todo it on the Soils and Crops Branch.

MR. GUTTORMSON: ..... I have no objection to the Minister proceeding in that manner.

MR. MOLGAT: That's fine as far as I'm coacerned too, Mr. Chairman. I think it might
be better if we do it under one item rather than under a series of them as long as we understand
it'll be -- Yes, there's another item. Item 16, which is the capital one. As long as we know
which one the Minister -- I think we'll have to....

MR. HUTTON: It would be probably more meaningful if I discussed the water control and
conservation aspects of ARDA under the Water Control and Conservation Estimates. Ican
deal at some length with it under Soils and Crops Branch, which is involved, and I will deal
with this particular item here in this section because it's related to this type of work.
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MR. MOLGAT: That suits me Mr. Chairman. Well, under Extension Service then I
think would be the point to discuss the plumbing courses of my hoaourable friend, the Minister
of Agriculture, because Mr. Chairman, some two or three years ago now my honourable
friend put in the Throne Speech a high-sounding phrase that he was going to put water and sewer
into every farm home in Manitoba. This surely was the intent of the section in the Speech from
the Throne because, unless it had been meant to be at least that size of a program, I don't
“think’it would qualify for inclusion within the Throne Speech which is normally considered to
be the major development plans of the government. Well it turned out subsequently that really
what he was going to do was to conduct a couple of courses to tell farmers how to link together
some hose pipe and how to proceed to solder some joints and maybe a little bit of plumbing
courses. Now this is a far far cry, Mr. Chairman, from the original expectations that the
House was legitimately entitled to have from my honourable friend's statement and I wonder if
he would now tell us exactly what have been the results of his program; whether it was continued
in the past year and whether he intends to continue it in the future, or what exactly it has
achieved.

MR. HUTTON: You know I'm laughing because some of these members in the Opposition,
Mr. Chairman, plumb gaite deep at times. They plumb guite deep at times. We are continuing
the program. We have a mobile classroom all equipped with the necessary accoutrements for
teaching, demonstration and so forth, for giving classes in the use of the equipment that is
used in making these installations. I suppose in terms of the program that my honourable
friends in the NDP were promoting out in Saskatchewan, that Manitoba's program appeared to
be rather small and insignificant but you know I think that one has to give a lot of credit, and
this is what we bzlieved when we started this program, the ingenuity and the willingness of the
farmers of Manitoba to help themselves if they were given a little chance to do so. At the time
that we introduced this program we had an estimate, and we thought it was pretty accurate, that
only 7 percent -~ there was less than 10 percent of the homes in Manitoba had running water -- -
had been modernized. Now, that isn't very long ago. Last year, we had eight of these schools
throughout Manitoba. There were 122 farmers took part in them, and now our estimate -- and
you may take issue with it -- but it's the only one that I've got to give you -- our estimate is
that 33 percent of the farm homes in Manitoba now have running water system. Now, I always
maintained, right from the start, that if we went out -~ and I'm sure that a lot of the rural
members here know aniral community and how it works. If one person in the community modern-
izes their home, it isn't long 'til Mrs. Jones says to Mr. Jones, "Now, look what the Smiths
have done, and he did it himself, and I'm sure that if you attended one of these courses you
could do-it, and maybe Jones would help you." And whatI believe has happened, ard I think
that there is evidence that this has taken place, is that this course is stimulating. Now, they
didn't all go out and put in their own systems, not by any means, but they got interested in it
and they did something about it, and they are installing water and sewage in their homes. I
don't know what the total modernization has been, but there are 33 percent of our farmers now
who have water systems in their homes. And the program has worked, and many of the communi-
ties, Carman for instance, asked for subsequent schools to be held. If I'm not mistaken, I
believe we've held three in that one community, and I am sure that for every one that attended
those courses, that there were others that were stimulated to do something about it. And I
don't think that it's necessary for the government to set up a warehouse and go into the plumbing
business here in Manitoba and to run opposition to all the plumbers in the province. There was
some concern expressed by many of the local plumbers throughout the province when we announced
our program, and there was some resentment that here we were out there with a school helping
these farmers to install their own systems and they were trying to make a living in the community.
But do you know what's happened. They found, that through the department stimulating the farmer
to do something about this, that their business has grown. They're better off today than they ever
were. But they're not saying quite the same thing out in Saskatchewan. But, we do more than
just teach these farmers how to solder a joint or lay out a sewage system or a water system.
“We actually go into the homes of these people and help them design the water and sewage system
in the homes; and we provide supervision of the work that is done, and I think it has been fairly
effective in encouraging our farm people to modernize their homes and to provide themselves with
a water and sewage system.
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‘MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Chairman; it's most iﬁteresting to hear my friend, the Minister
of Agriculture extol the virtues of what he has done, and others, in respect to this... I wonder
though, Mr. Chairman, whether the Honourable the Minister has taken the time ouat to read the
report of his department. I refer him, if he hasn't, to page 27 of the report. Just before he
sat down, he mentioned the fact of what the department has done in respect of water and sewer
installation. If he will take close look at page 27, he will find that in accordance with a survey
made by Manitoba Hydro of 30, 000 farms equipped with electricity, that 32.9 percent of the
farms have water systems. No figure is available for sewer systems for the year 1962. But
however, if we go back™to the year 1960 as contained in the report, we find that 8. 6 percent of
the farms only were equipped insofar as sanitary sewers were concerned. Now I think this is
vastly different, Mr. Chairman, than what the Minister attempted to inform the House here a
moment ago because as I said just before he sat down I...

MR, HUTTON: On a point of privilege. The Minister didn't try to inform. I said I didn't
have any figures on sewage. I was talking about water.

MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Chairman, Idon't know. Maybe I'm notf being able to hear as good
what the Minister says, or maybe my honourable friend isn't quite aware of what he said
because, Mr. Chairman, just before he sat down he referred again to approximately a third
of the farms equipped with sewer and water. And I ask my honourable friend to read the report
of Hansard on Moaday when it is laid before us and I'll humbly apologize to my honourable friend
if this is the connotation of his last remarks made in order to substantiate what he feels and
thinks is his cause in this particular field in Manitoba. I can say no more, except to ask my
friend to do that. He made reference to Saskatchewan and it's not my purpose to defend what
they do in Saskatchewan but I think rather than my honourable friend belittling what they do in
this regard he at least should give credit where credit is due.

My honourable friend sort of cast aspersions on those that took the course because of the
fact that he says the plumbers were raising grave objections. I doubt this very much, Mr.
Chairman. I doubt very much and I would ask my honourable friend, the Minister of Agriculture
to substantiate in any material degree that there were complaints from the plumbers in the
Province of Manitoba at courses that were offered to the farmers of Manitoba in respect to
plumbing installations. And I challenge him to do so, because I'm firml y convinced that by
and large the plumbers of Manitoba do not desire, insofar as the average farm is concerned in
the hinterlands and the sparsely settled areas of the Province of Manitoba, to deprive the
farmer of installing plumbing on the local farms. In the cities, yes, and in the towns and
villages I would say -- I would say that there is a justification for what my friend the Minister
of Agriculture, but insofar as the average farm is concerned I would say no. And I would say
that I'll guarantee that the farmer of Saskatchewan was well pleased that the government of
Saskatchewan made arrangements for mass purchase of materials in order that they may be
purchased more economically for the farmer of Saskatchewan. And I would say to my honourable
friend that if the farmer of Manitoba were served equally as well in this area as the farmer in
Saskatchewan they too would have been more satisfied with the program hzre in Manitoba.

My honourable friend referring back to the courses that were held -- the report indicates
on page 13 of your report that in the year 1962, that the short courses for farm water supply and
sanitation -- there were so many courses attended by 112 individuals. I don't think this was of
any great consequence. Of all the farmers. What did we hear the other day that there were
about 42,000 some odd. Of 42,000 engaged in the agricultural industry, 112 attend the courses
of my honourable friend, and he brags about it. I'm sick and tired of listening to the poppycock
and guff that comes from across the way about the magnificent and tremendous job that we're
doing in the various departments. It just doesn't stand up in fact. And I think that we had a
clear indicationof it tonight Mr. Chairman, even in dealing with the question of sewer and water
to the farms in the Province of Manitoba.

So [ suggest to my honourable friend once again that before he comes out with statements
such as he did a few moments ago, that he at least take the time to read the report of his own
dzpartment -- (Interjection) --I haven't got the exact figure of Saskatchewan but in the budget
speech that was delivered by the Honourable J. H. Brockelbank just the other day, last Friday
the 2lst, some reference is mad= to it and I will quote, on page 15. "While I have been dealing
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(Mr. Paulley, cont'd)...largely with the economic aspects of the agricultural sector, I would
not want to admit mention of those programs which are designed primarily to enhance rural
life. I refer to the family farm improvement program which has already brought modsrn
plumbing to approximately 11,400 farm homes. The municipal sewer and water program, under
which almost $3 million in assistance will have been given to over 160 towns and villages by the
end of March" in reference to that. Now then, in the estimates -- in the ordinary estimates

in the Province of Saskatchewan for the year hence there is, under grants for family farm im-
provements, and I presume that this is the item of sewer and water, in the Province of Saskat- '
chewan whereas it was $240,000 last year, this year it has been increased to $324,000 as a
direct contribution.

A MEMBER: That's exclusive of capital.

MR. PAULLEY: Exclusive of capital. As a direct contribution to the enhancement of
rural life as Mr. Brockelbank mentions in his budget address, to rural Saskatchewan. . As a
matter of fact, Mr. Chairman, I think that what they're doing in Saskatchewan -- now it isn't
very often that I give credit to my honourable friends on the right, but I think that what they
are now doing in the Province of Saskatchewan in respect to sewer and water is carrying through
a similar program that was developed by my honourable friend the present Member for Lakeside
in respect of rural electrification in Manitoba. At that time, in order to bring electricity to
the farms of Manitoba, the government of the day, with all of the failings that they had -- and by
jimminy Christmas they had many of them -- but notwithstanding the failings that they did have,
this was one area that they did help out, but this is not being done by the government of Mani-
toba today in respect of the development and enhancement of rural life in Manitoba in respect
of sewer and water.

So I say to my honourable friend once again, don't try to sell us a bill of goods like you did
here a few moments ago. It's guff and we will not swallow it.

MR. JOHN P. TANCHAK (Emerson): Mr. Chairman,. I don't think I'll be quite as critical
of the Honourable Minister as the former speaker was here, but I knowI got involved with him
once on this item and he invited me to go hand and hand with him and put slot machines on every
private toilet and I'll not forget that, out in the rural areas. Iknow he didn't mean it really --
(Interjection) -- He didn't really mean it, but he did say that at one time; and I'll agree that he
may take some consolation for the fact that it couldn't have been a total failure, and I'll agree
with him that in some instances it did encourage, as he did mention. The odd farmer would go -
‘and take a course and then if he attached up his water supply system it may encourage the
other farmers. He may be right in that too, so we should give him -~ (Interjection) -- Well,
it's quite true in the area. When they see that one family has done it they're liable to do
that -- they may do that on their own. But surely, I don't think that the Minister means or in-
tends to take full credit for the sharp increase in water installations. I notice here in 1960 it
was 16. 4; two years later it's double, 32.9. I'm sure that he doesn't intend to take full credit
for that. He may have helped to some degree. I had high hopes when I read that in the Throne
Speech referred to at the time, and I really believed that he was in earnest, that it would be a
project similar to the project of rural electrif ication of Manitoba. ButI was very, very sadly
disappointed.

But what I got up for was this. In the area, a small area about 12 by 12 miles in my con-
stituency, in the Red River Valley, I took the trouble to check and we've got 62 water pressure
systems in that area, and most of them -- not only that they have the water supply but they have
the sewerage system also, and I'm sure that in this area there wasn't one of those farmers who
did go and take that course. Therefore, when he mentions the ingenuity of the farmer, I think
that the greatest credit for the sharp increase goes to the farmer, the ingenuity of the farmer,
because the farmer has got quite a bit of ingenuity and if you let him alone he'll do that. In
our area not many ....... , none of them in fact that I know of have taken that course and there
is quite a bit of this plumbing that has been installed by themselves, and also you've got quite
an industry there -- poultry industry, and if you check some of the farms through there, all of
the farms have water pressure, automatic water pressure; and if you come and ask those farmers
who was the plumber who did it for you, did you take a course? No, Ididn't. Who did it for you?
We did it ourselves, with the help of the plastic pipe which is a very very simple thing to set up,
so I hope that the Minister doesn't take full credit for-that sharp increase. And I don't --I'll
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(Mr. Tanchak, cont'd)...agree that it may have helped in some instances but I don't think that
mentioning it in the Throne Speech in the way it was mentioned at that time aad building up
hopes, I think that the Minister deserves a little bit of criticism now.

MR. HUTTON: I'll take my criticism for this, but I can't let the Leader of the NDP away
with some of the statements that he makes. He talks about what the Province of Saskatchewan
has done in providing water supplies for their towns. Manitoba doesn't have to take a back
seat to anybody on this. We introduced the water supply board program and I haven't got the
figures right at my finger tips because it comes under another section in the estimates, but
we've spent millions, niillions, we've put up millions, to bring water to towns in Manitoba
that couldn't have hoped, beyond their wildest dreams, to ever have a water and sewage system
servicing their community. So if he wants to throw that into the mill and pretend that this is
something that Saskatchewan had thought of and is doing that Manitoba isn't doing, he's barking
up the wrong tree. We have spent millions in the Province of Manitoba bringing water supplies
to towns to enable them to 3ive modern conveniences to their residents.

Now on the question of this $200,000 or $300,000 -~ take any figure you like -~ the Saskat~
chewan government is giving to people to install water and sewer systems. In order to get this
money, as I understand it, you have to buy all your supplies through the government agency and
then you get a grant and it's limited to $250 or $300 per installation. Now, you know, people
believe you and I. People believe you and I, even though we're politicians, and when a govern-
ment goes into a program and promotes it and says, ""You're going to get it for $250 less than
you would from private enterprise,' the people believe us.  God bless them and God help them.
But I've examined the costs under the Saskatchewan system and I've examined the costs of them
in estimates that have been brought to me by the engineers in my department, and I just can't
see that this big help that the Sask#chewan farmer is getting is as much as it's cooked up to be
by the NDP. I'm not arguing here that the program that we have would dot the i's or cross the
t's in that program they've got out there in Saskatchewan. It's a big government operation, but
this doesn't guarantee to the people that they are necessarily getting a better deal than they can
get in Manitoba through the free enterprise system. To the best of my knowledge, you can put
in a water and sewage system in Manitoba through the local plumber as cheaply if you shop
around, just as cheaply, as you can under that program in Saskatchewan, but of course the local
plumber hasn't got all the prestige and the persuasion behind him that a government like they
have in Saskatchewan would have.

Now there's another factor. The reason that people don't put in plumbing is, they can't
afford it, a lot of them. It's just that plain. It's just that simple. Naw I want to tell you that
on my farm home we installed plumbing in our home in the winter of '57 - 58. We;d had the-
power there for 8 or 9 years and one of the reasons we didn't install it was that we were un-
decided as to whether we would put it in that old home or whether we'd build a new home, or
whether we should spend that kind of monzy on an old home. We eventually spent the money on
the old home, bzcause I can never get enough dollars ahead to afford a new one. This is the
reason that people don't put in plumbing. It's a question of simple economics. Many of them
are just like the Huttons were. They're hoping that something is just around the corner that'll
enable them to build a new home. They are wondering whether they should spend that kind of
money cn the old home and some of them, even if they haven't got the hope of a new home, can't
afford $1,500. 00 They need a new tractor, or they need something else worse. And my exper-
ience has been all my life on the farm, whenever it came to a question of whether you were
going to put your money on your back or in the house, or into your living, or whether you were
going to put it into the business, if the business needed it, it got top priority. And this is the
reason why people on the farm haven't gone into modernization of their homes to the extent that
you and I think is so wonderful. Now, I'm not prepared, frankly, to go out and tell a man who
is hard up or who hasn't got the $1,500 -- to go out and tell him: '""You should put in plumbing. "'
Maybe in terms of his bank account and his-financial obligations he shouldn't put it in. And I
don't think that, as the head of the Department of Agriculture in Manitoba, that I have any busi-
ness to tell a man to spend his money in this way. And if this government were to provide an
easy form of credit for him -- and I'd like to know what that is, because you've got to pay it
back -- maybz he should be borrowing money to put into his business rather than to be borrowing
money to improve his standard of living right at that point. It's a question of economics, and I
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(Mr. Hutton, cont'd),.. don't know whether there is such a great merit in encouraging people
through a government program to spend money to modernize their homes when maybe they
need to spend that money in other ways. And I think you have to leave. it up to the good
judgment of the individual farmer as to whether he is prepared to take that step and to make
that investment,

MR. SCHREYER: Mr, Chairman, the Honourable Minister has got himself cornered, and
when he gets cornered, he gets sillier ard sillier every minute, Undoubtedly what I have just '
heard now is the silliest statement that I've heard from a Minister of the Crown since I have
been sitting here because, in the first place, when this government announced their sewer and
water program you can't tell me that they didn't want to have it represented as a full-fledged
sewer and water program, The two newspapers in this city had it in bold print right on- the
front pages of their newspaper, and if the Minister had been honest with the reporters and told
them that this was just a matter of a few thousand dollars under the Extension Branch, do you
seriously believe thatthe newspapers would have put in on Page 1, as a headline? The fact of
the matter is that this government intended from the outset to have this put across to the public
under false pretences, because it so happened that about 10 days to a month after the program
was announced in Saskatchewan they felt themselves obliged here to follow suit. But what a
difference in the program, Mr, Chairman, The fact of the matter is that people believed here
in Manitoba that when it was announced that it would be in the nature of a full-scale program
involving grants for the installation of facilities and so on. I attended a Ukrainian wedding in
my constituency -- and those weddings are big and they last long -- and there was a lot of
people there, and about 20 or 25 of them came up to me and began to ask me, how much would
the grants be? Would they be about three, four hundred dollars, and so on, These weddings
last long, Mr. Chairman, and as I say, I only remember 20 people coming up to me, hut for
all I know there could have been 40 or 50, The fact of the matter is that people were duped,
and they were duped by this Minister sitting opposite us.

Now there is simply no comparison between the program that we have here because th1s
sewer and water program in Manitoba is really nothing more than a plumberama that offers
some kind of short course instruction to about 100 people a year, In Saskatchewan -- the
Minister can deride the program there all he likes -- the fact of the matter is that there has
been an expenditure of over $3, 500, 000 since the inception of that program. Is it or isn't it
a good thing for the people in rural Manitoba to have the best in sanitary facilities and so on?
And if you say it is, then the second assumption you have to make is that if they cannot afford
it, as the Minister implies, then what can be done to aid and encourage the installation of such
facilities? The Minister talks about mass purchases in Saskatchewan which proves to me that
he doesn't really know what that program is all about; because the fact of the matter is that
that program there is optional as to whether or not residents of a given area want to participate
by means of a mass purchase program of the plumbing equipment and supplies. In the course
of the last few years, as my Leader said, over 11, 000 farmers have had sewer and water
installations made, and the output has been in the order of 3 million 5. Everyone can qualify
for a $300 capital grant, in addition to these plumberamas that we offer here. All we have in
Manitoba is an anaemic sort of plumberama, There's nothing in connection with installation
costs and sharing of costs. -- interjection -- It's a phoney, That's right, The Leader of the
Opposition is precisely correct. It's a phoney, and I presumed that we would get through this
vear's estimates of this department without any mention made of this phoney sewer and water
program, Butthe Minister, the very one who says that one should confess from time to time
because it's good for the soul, forgets that confession is only worthwhile if one is repentant.
He confesses but he's not repentant at all, because he gets up here in 1964 and proceeds to
downgrade the Saskatchewan program in order to justify his own miserable performance in this
particular regard. Then of course he feels that he has one small area where he can, he feels
with some justification, conipare his own program. He picks out the water supply program
of Manitoba, I wantto ask the Minister how many towns, villages and hamlets in this Province
have sewer and water installed, or sewer and water systems? How many? Is it as high as
160, Mr, Chairman? Is it anywhere near that? And if the Minister can't answer to the
affirmative in both cases then he has to admit that even in this particular regard his water
supply program is much short of the mark. I think that what the Minister should do in this
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(Mr, - Schreyer, contd) ... case, Mr., Chairman, is to say that he not only confesses but

that he is repentant, because -- and this is the only area in which I'm really angry -- he
deliberately set out to dupe the people in 1960 when that announcement was made, --
interjection -- A ten thousand dollar item under estimates would not be put on the front page of
our two daily newspapers unless the newspapers' representatives were deliverately misinformed,
misguided and given facts that just weren't true, - interjections -- So the long and the short
of it, Mr, Chairman, is that in Saskatchewan they are trying to follow up rural electrification
with a comprehensive program of providing sewer and water in all the farm homes. And this
would be a logical thing to do, We haven't done that in Manitoba, and we haven't started. To
the extent that there is sewer and water it is, as the Minister said, due to the initiative of the
individual farmers and completely has nothing to do with his attempts,

MR. EVANS: ........committee rise, Mr, Chairman,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Committee rise, Call in the Speaker. Madam Speaker, the Committee
of Supply is considering a certain resolution, directed me to report progress and ask leave to
sit again,

MR, MARTIN: Madam Speaker, I begto move, seconded by the Honourable Member for
Fisher, that the report of the Committee be received,

Madam Speaker presented the motion and after a voice vote declared the motion carried.

MR. EVANS: Madam Speaker, I beg to move, seconded by the Honourable the Minister
of Agriculture that the House do now adjourn,

Madam Speaker presented the motion and after a voice vote declared the motion carried
and the House adjourned until 2: 30 o'clock Monday afternoon,
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