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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY of MANITOBA 
Thursday, March 31, 1 977 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Honourable Peter Fox (Kildonan): Before we proceed I should l i ke to d i rect the 
attention of the honou rable members to the gal lery where we have 31 students, Grades 11 and 12 
stand ing ,  of the Dassel-Cokato High School of Cokato, Minnesota. These students are unddr the 
d i rection of Mr. Peterson .  

We also have 30 members of  the  4-H Club under the  leadersh ip  of  M iss Doreen Stam men ,  from the 
constituency of the Honourable Member for Ste. Rose. 

And we have some 8 members of the Assin i boine Community College, u nder the leadership of Mr. 
Van Daele, from Brandon East constituency, the Min ister of I ndustry and Commerce. 

On behalf of all the honourable members we welcome you here this afternoon.  
PRESENTING PETITIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rad isson .  
MR. HARRY SHAFRANSKY: Mr.  Speaker, I beg to present the Petition of  Peter Martens, praying 

for the passing of an Act for the rel ief of Peter Martens. 
READING AND RECEIVING PETITIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Member for Portage la Prai rie. 
MR. GORDON E. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, I beg to present a Petition of Frances Mumford 

praying for the pass ing of an Act for the Rel ief of Anne Marie Mumford . 
MR. SPEAKER: Presenting Reports by Standing and Special Committees . 

. TABLING OF REPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Mimster of M ines. 
HONOURABLE SIDNEY GREEN {lnkster): Mr. Speaker, I wou ld l i ke to table the Annual Report of 

the Manitoba Development Corporation. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister for Publ ic Works. 
HONOURABLE RUSSELL DOERN (Elmwood): Mr. Speaker, I wou ld l i ke to submit the Report of 

the Ombudsman for the period January 1, 1976 to December 31 , 1 976. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister for Continu ing Education. 
HONOURABLE BEN HANUSCHAK (Burrows): Mr. Speaker, I wish to table the Annual Report 

1976-77 of the Department of Continuing Education and Manpower and the Eleventh Annual Report 
of the Manitoba Horse Racing Commission. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister for Health. 
HONOURABLE LAURENT L. DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): Mr. Speaker, I woul d  l i ke to table the 

Annual Report 1976 of the Manitoba Health Services Commission. 
MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

HONOURABLE RUSSELL PAULLEY, Minister of Labour (Transcona) introduced Bill (No. 51 ) , an 
Act to amend the Civil Service Superannuation Act. (Recommended by His Honour the Lieutenant­
Governor) . 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposit ion.  
MR. STERLING R. LYON (Sm.:ris-Killarney): Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Honourable 

Min ister of Health,  with respect to Camp Klahan ie Wilderness Unit Camp that was establ ished in 
Manitoba in  1975 I believe it was. Could  the Min ister advise us if the investigation that he previously 
advised the House was under way with respect to the operation of this camp in Man itoba, wi l l  be 
avai lable soon and whether or not the i nvestigation wi l l  report on whether there were incidents 
si mi lar to those reported in Saskatchewan, wh ich are under investigation by the RCMP and the 
Attorney-General in  that province? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Health. 
MR. DESJARDINS: Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, I bel ieve, if I 'm correct, that that camp was operated by the 

same people that were operat ing the Saskatchewan camp and we, as soon as we were i nformed of 
these problems, we removed the chi ldren from that particu lar camp and we're i nvestigating every 
s ingle one of them and when the report is f in ished, I ' l l  table it in the House. I ' l l  make sure that the 
mem bers see it. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposit ion. 
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MR. LYON: M r. Speaker, I wonder if the Min ister i n  the course of his investigation could also 
advise the House how many Man itoba chi ldren were committed to that camp over the period of their  
operation in  Man itoba, and whether or :iot any incidents si mi lar to those i n  Saskatchewan took place 
at the camp.  

M R. G. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, I \•:i'"'.i1 t o  ask a question of  either the Min ister of  Corrective 
Services Rehabi l itation or the Min ister of Health. The question is based on the fact that $116,000 was 
paid out by Manitoba to the Ranch Erhlo, there was over $ 1 16,000 paid out by Manitoba to this camp i n  
Saskatchewan. M y  question is: how many boys were sent there? A second question i s  was the place 
checked out and how was that check made? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, I'll see that al l these questions are answered when I bring in the 
report. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of M ines. 
M R.nGREEN: Mr. Speaker, the Member for Lakeside was asking about problems on the 

Saskatchewan River and I 'm advised that the Church i l l  Forest Industries complex, the Man itoba 
Forestry Resources Lim ited is not subjected to Man itoba regulations because the Federal 
Regulations Env ironment Canada supersede them insofar as discharge of contaminants from pulp 
and paper mi l ls. There are some d iscussions between the m i l l  and Env ironment Canada with regard 
to us meeti ng the standards and they are currently d iscussing some of the difficulties that have been 
experienced. I bel ieve that is the answer to my honourable friend's question. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Lakeside. 
MR. HARRY J. ENNS: Subject to the answer which I thank h im,  Mr. Speaker, I ask the Min ister, is 

he aware of any action being undertaken by either the federal authorities or by provincial authorities 
with respect to compensation for fish lost to the some twenty-five, thi rty-five fishermen affected by 
the contami nants in the water. 

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I 'm not aware that there has been any d iscussion - that has not been 
brought to my attention. 

· 

MR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, a suppiHl!e•/ary to the same Min ister. Would the Min ister consider this 
question on my part now bring in;: i:  t .. : r,!s attention ,  and ask his department officials, I recogn ize 
perhaps his col league, the Min ister of ReMwable Resources is more appropriately involved, as to 
whether or not there is a case that can be put forward with respect to compensation for the fish catch 
lost as a result of this pol lution in that stream. 

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to look at the matter that my honourable friend is 
referri ng to. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rock Lake. 
MR. HENRY J.  EI NARSON: Mr. Speaker, my question is concern ing  the loss of thousands and 

thousands of fish in Pel ican and Rock Lake, I bel ieve it's the Min ister of M ines and Natural Resources. 
I would l i ke to ask if any aeration equipment was placed in those lakes at the beginn i ng of the winter, 
say last fal l ?  

M R .  GREEN: Mr. Speaker, Rock Lake would be a munic ipal responsib i l ity which the department 
from time to t ime has tried to assist the municipal ity with. I 'm not aware of what was done this year, 
but I wi l l  look into it for my honourable friend. 

MR. EINARSON: Wel l  Mr.  Speaker, then is the Min ister ind icating that he doesn't know whether 
the equipment was placed in? Is it the the intentions of the department then to do anyth ing about it 
come next year since there has been so many thousands of fish lost from lack of oxygen this winter? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister. 
MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, if the honourable member would look at my previous answer then he 

wi l l  see that I i nd icated just what my position is in that con nection . 
MR. EINARSON: Mr. Speaker, I recogn ize the way in which the Min ister of M ines and Resources 

answers the question, but I am wondering can he assure us or assure the people in that area of Rock 
Lake.and Pel ican Lake that any assistance wi l l  be.forthcoming in regard.to aerating.the lakes so this 
doesn't happen again .  

M R .  GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I can't assure any group in  the Province of Man itoba wh ich has a lake as 
a municipal responsib i l i ty that they wi l l  be treated any d ifferently than any other group in the 
Province of Manitoba which has a lake which is a mun icipal responsib i l ity. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le Member for Bi rtle-Russel l .  
MR. HARRY E.  GRAHAM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question for the Min ister of 

Corrections. I would l i ke to ask the Min ister of Corrections if he is making any representation to the 
Sol icitor-General with regard to the location of a federal penitentiary in Man itoba? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister for Corrections. 
HONOURABLE J.R.(Bud) BOYCE (Winnipeg Centre): We have made no representation to the 

Solicitor-General as to the location.  I repeat what I have said earl ier, Mr.  Speaker, that al l  we have 
tried to do is faci l i tate the com munications between those communities in Manitoba and the 
Sol icitor-General's office, to advise them how to present their case and make it easy for them to 
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communicate. It is the prerogative of the Solicitor-General to determine the location of a federal 
institution .  

MR. GRAHAM: A supplementary question then . Is  the Min ister of  Corrections prepared to 
forward the petition of some 1 ,800 people of Selk i rk to the Solicitor-General for h is  consideration? 

MR. BOYCE: I was contacted by a meer of the commun ity of Selk i rk last week and Lgave h im the 
address to which to forward the petition,  Mr.  Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Portage la Prai rie. 
MR. G. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, I would l i ke to d i rect a question to the Honourable the Minister 

of H ighways. Can the Minister tell the House if the new road project between Moose Lake and The 
Pas, being built under the North lands Ag reement, has been assessed and approved by the Man itoba 
Environmental Assessment and Review Agency? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister for h ighways. 
HONOURABLE PETER BURTNIAK (Dauphin): Mr. Speaker, I bel ieve that question probably 

should be posed of another Min ister. 
MR. G. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, I wi l l  address the same question to the Min ister of M ines and 

Natural Resources. Shou ld I repeat the question? Can the Min ister tel l  the House if the new road 
project between Moose Lake and The Pas, being bui l t  under the North lands Agreement, has been 
assessed and approved by the Man itoba Environmental Assessment and Review Agency? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister for Mi nes. 
MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I doubt very much whether that particular road project would be one 

which would be subject to the Environmental Protection Review Agency. I doubt it. 
MR. J G. JOHNSTON: I ask the same Min ister, does he know that the proposed new road project 

wi l l  run right through the Thomas Lamb Wi ld l ife Management area? 
MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, the Environmental Protection and Review Agency does not deal with 

matters other than contaminants to the land, a ir  or water and matters affecting normal land use or 
land use planning wou ld normally p roceed through the Plann ing Committee. There is, in  the 
Envi ron mental Protection and Review Agency, procedu re mechanisms for other departments 
rais ing thei r concerns, but those are only for projects which are u nder the aegis of the Environmental 
Protection Review Agency. And , Mr. Speaker, even then are not dealt with by the Envi ronmental 
Protection Branch but by whatever department deals with those questions. We have l im ited the 
Envi ronmental Protection Review Agency to matters affecting contaminents to the air, land or  water. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rab le Member for Portage la Prairie. 
MR. G. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, I d i rect this question to the Min ister of H ighways. Can the 

Minister i nform the House as to what steps are being taken to p rotect the environment on the road 
that is being constructed through the Thomas Lam b Wi ld l ife Management Area. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister for Highways. 
MR. BURTNIAK: M r. Speaker, again I th ink that that question, perhaps, shou l d  be d i rected to the 

appropriate Min ister, not the Min ister of Highways. 
MR. SPEAKER: Order. The Honourable Member for La Verendrye. 
MR. BOB BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, I d i rect my question to the Minister in charge of the Man itoba 

Development Corporation and wou ld ask the Min ister if Sau nders Ai rcraft is making any further 
attempts to recover the one aircraft that is st i l l  in Colombia? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of M ines. 
MR. GREEN: M r. Speaker, I w i l l  be looking into that matter. I recol lect that both planes were 

retu rned but I don't wish to stood corrected, I ' l l  check into it, Mr. Chairman. 
MR. BANMAN: A supplementary quest ion.  I wonder if the Min ister could inform the House 

whether some of the assets that were held by Saunders, such as some of the ai rcraft, have been sold 
or are they sti l l  s itting on the tarmac at G iml i .  

MR. G REEN: Mr. Speaker, some are sold ,  some are leased, and some are for sale. Some of  the 
other assets are being dealt with by the receiver in  a normal way in which a receiver deals with assets. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Fi rst Min ister. 
HONOURABLE EDWARD SCHREYER, Premier (Rossmere): Mr. Speaker, the other day, last 

week I bel ieve, the Honourable Member for Portage la Prairie had asked some questions with respect 
to al legations in the newspaper that certain West German fi rms and pr incipals had been making 
offers with respect to Flyer. I attempted to explain the matter in  as best a way I could under the 
requirements of being precise under the rules. I have perhaps to answer the Honourable Member for 
Portage la Prai rie in the best way is to provide to him the f i le which contains letters from those who 
were d i rectly al leged, in  the newspaper, to have said this, that and the next thing.  The letters are, in 
both cases, from M r. Les l ie,  who was quoted in  the newspaper, and I may add without exaggeration 
1 80 degrees incorrectly. I offer the f i le to my honou rable friend. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister for Northern Affa i rs. 
HONOURABLE RONALD McBRYDE (The Pas): Mr. Speaker, I 'd l i ke to respond further to the 

question of the Member from Portage la Prai rie' lest we create some wrong expectations in  the 
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community. There is no formal approval , no f inancial funding yet formally approved for the 
construction of an al l-weather road to Moose Lake. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for B i rtle-Russel l .  
M R .  GRAHAM: Thank you. I would also l i ke t o  address a question t o  the M i n ister o f  Northern 

Affairs with regard to Moose Lake. I ask h im what actions the government is  contemplat ing to raise 
the level in the Saskatchewan River to al low proper bargi ng between The Pas and Moose Lake, 
seeing  as how there is no budget for a road. 

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, I said there was no formal approval g iven yet for the construction of 
an al l-weather road. Last season the Department of Transportation Services were in contact with the 
Federal Min istry of Transport and some d redg ing work was done on the river to clear away sand bars. 
However, with low water levels this year I am not sure if that will be sufficient to provide barge 
transportation to that comm unity. 

MR. GRAHAM: Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, may I then d i rect my question to the Honourable First M i nister, 
the Min ister responsible for Hydro, and ask what efforts wi l l  be made to mainta in an adequate water 
level in the Saskatchewan River to ensure the commun ity of Moose Lake wi l l  have barg ing for the 
summer months. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F irst Min ister. 
MR. SCHREYER: Well ,  Mr. Speaker, I don't know how one can g ive an undertaking that there w i l l  

be  an  adequate supply or adequate level of  water i n  the  lower Saskatchewan R iver basin to  ensure a 
g iven level at Moose Lake, or at The Pas, or anywhere else, that wi l l  depend upon the extent to which 
there is rainfal l i n  Apri l and May and June, and the extent to which we have - it's not an i ns ign ificant 
factor, Sir - the extent to which we have sunny days or cloudy days. Because on a sunny day the 
extent of loss of water level by way of evaporation is indeed very very major. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rh ineland. 
MR. ARNOLD BROWN: My question is to the Min ister of Health and Social Development. Wil l  the 

Min ister attempt to have the Annual Report of the Manitoba Health Services Comm ission ready in 
time for d iscussion on Estimates in  the future? 

M R. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Health and Social Development. 
MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, by law I must have it at a certain time and as soon as it is  ready I 

am i n  the process of tabl ing it. So I can't guarantee that, whenever it is ready it w i l l  be tabled. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable House Leader. 
MR. GREEN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I wonder if you would  now proceed with the Second Read ings as 

they appear on the fi rst page of the Order Paper. 
ADJOURNED DEBATES ON SECOND READING 

MR. SPEAKER: Bi l l  No. 4, Second Read ing ,  the Honourable Meer for B i rtle-Russel l .  
MR. G RAHAM: Mr. Speaker, wi l l  you let Nos. 4 and 5 stand, please. 

BILL NO. 7 - AN ACT TO AMEND THE PROVINCIAL JUDGES ACT 

MR. SPEAKER: Bi l l  No. 7, the Honourable Attorney-General. 
HONOURABLE HOWARD PAWLEY (Selkirk): Mr. Speaker, I wou ld l i ke to just say a few words i n  

concluding debate in connection with this b i l l .  Needless to say, M r .  Speaker, I was d isappointed and 
saddened by the approach of my honourable col league from Birtle-Russel l .  I was frankly surprised , 
Mr. Speaker, that the Honou rable Member for Bi rtle-Russel l d id move in the d i rection which he d id  in  
respect to  th is  b i l l  because I had expected that he would deal with it i n  a very constructive manner and 
to say that I was amazed at h is violent attack with the insertion of many innuendoes with in  the context 
of that speech, certainly d id  catch me surprised. I had not anticipated that response from the 
honourable member. I th ink it does cal l upon me to say a few words. 

I had an opportunity to reread the honourable member's address and I was attempting to 
ascertai n  just what position the honourable member real ly was taking in connection with the enti re 
matter which is commonly known as the Pi l ut ik affai r. I am not sure, Mr. Speaker, j ust what the 
honourable member was suggesti ng that I as Attorney-General should have done, that I did not do. I n  
reading the speech I a m  at a loss as t o  exactly what the honourable member was real ly proposing in  
h is speech.  There was a tremendous assortment of  m isinformation and I th ink it is  i mportant, Mr. 
Speaker, that I correct that misi nformation and I ,  of cou rse, refer to the speech as on Page 1 060 of 
Hansard. 

Fi rst, the honourable member insin uated that I had prevented or I had not al lowed former Judge 
Pi lut ik to practice, prohib ited h im from practising. Of cou rse that is  qu ite untrue. The record is  very 
clear on that and I was rather amazed that the honourable member was not aware of the record i n  that 
respect. 
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Then the reference to "he was removed from the Bench, proh ibited from hold ing  sitti ngs. " Wel l ,  
M r .  Speaker, I d id  n o t  remove the judge i n  question from the Bench. I d id not proh i bit the honourable 
member from hold ing sitti ngs. What d id happen is that a number of complaints, based upon 
i nformation,  were received by those responsi ble i n  my department and those al legations were 
referred to the Jud icial Cou nci l  for their  benefit. The Honourable Judge, qu ite properly I th ink, under 
the ci rcumstances qu ite properly - and I g ive h im cred it for this - decided that i t  wou ld be more 
fitt ing if he did not continue to preside and I assume also that he d id ,  at the same time, des i re the 
opportunity to more properly defend himself insofar as the al legations were concerned. 

The honou rable member also made reference to, "he was hanging in the air more or less whi le the 
Attorney-General decided what he was going to do with h im . " Mr. Speaker, if this was the truth then 
that would be a most sad sitµation indeed . It would be most sad if the Attorney-General cou ld  hang a 
j udge i n  the air, as to speak, unti l  he, the Attorney-General , decided what he was going to do with that 
judge as a result  of complaints f i led with the Attorney-General. Now surely, surely the honourable 
member is  not suggesting that I ,  as the Attorney-General , left this particular judge hanging in mid air 
not knowing what was going to happen to h im unt i l  I ,  as Attorney-Genera l ,  made up my mind what I 
was going to do with h im .  Surely that is not what the honourable member was suggesting to members 
of this Leg islatu re.  

The Provincial J udges Act ind icates very very clearly, and passed i n  1 97 1 ,  that there is a Jud icial 
Counc i l ,  a Judicial Counci l  which is made up of Justice Nitikman , in  this case, of the Court of 
Queen's Bench; consisting of representatives that must be members of the Law Society and people 
who are representative of the publ ic. They are the ones that make that determination after having the 
opportun i ty to peruse the a l legations' to receive i nformation at that inqu i ry and then to make a 
determi nation. It would be most improper if the Attorney-General was doing as was int imated by the 
Honourable Member from Bi rtle-Russel l ,  that he was going to make the final decision. The 
Honou rable Member from Bi rtle-Russel l  is not that u nwise I am sure. Not . . .  that he wou ld have 
made such an erroneous statement in this House. I am left with the conclusion that the honourable 
member must have made the statement knowing ful l wel l i t  was untrue but hoping that it would catch 
on somewhere among those that were not as informed as he is, as to the provisions of the Provi ncial 
Judges Act. 

I am left with no alternative because I know that the honourable member isn't that neg l igent as to 
h is understand ing of the essence of the Provincial J udges Act and how it works, as to have made that 
,�tatement in the way that he d id .  

I have heard honourable members again and again  refer to govern ment interference and decry 
government in terference ir. i ndependent bod ies with in  the community. But here is an i nference i n  the 
honourable member's speech and I quote: "We also know that the Attorney-General is a member of 
the Law Society of Man itoba and I don't know, he hasn't  offered the i nformation,  I don't know whether 
he prevailed upon the Law Society of Manitoba or not, to have them conduct an i nvestigation.  
However, the Law Society d id an nounce that they were going to conduct an i nvestigation .  That was 
over a year ago and I haven't heard any profound statements coming from the Law Society as to 
whether they have completed thei r i nvestigation or what they intend to do with it either. " 

Mr.  Speaker, the Honourable Member for Bi rtle-Russel l knows fu l l  wel l that I d idn't have to prevai l ,  
I d idn't have to pressure, I d idn't have to int im idate the Law Society i nto deal ing with this matter 
insofar as their realm of responsi b i l ity was concerned . He knows that fu l l  wel l ,  that I d idn 't have to 
prevai l .  The Law Society have undertaken their  own inqu i ry in connection with this matter. I 
u nderstand that they are in the process now and very shortly they are going to complete thei r  own 
f indings in this respect and they wi l l  be made known to us. The information that we had which was 
important to thei r subject matter has been made avai lable to them and it is my u nderstand ing that 
they wi l l  be making thei r f indings shortly in  this respect. I f  the honourable member would l i ke the 
telephone nu mber of the Secretary of the Law Society, I cou ld accommodate h im by obtain ing  that 
telephone n umber and passing it on to h im so that he can make h is  independent inqu i ry as to j ust 
what the Law Society is  doing in this regard. Because I gather that is under an uneasy fee l ing that the 
Law Society is  coveri ng up, just as he ins inuates that the Attorney-General may have been involved i n  
some sort of - although h e  d idn't say it in  those words - some sort of covering up,  he is  now 
i ns inuat ing that maybe the Law Society also was i nvolved in someth ing of that nature. Then he ends 
up saying "no pronouncements from the Attorney-General.  There has been noth ing from the 
Jud icial Counci l .  There ha� been noth ing frqm the Law Society that says that that man has done 
anyth ing wrong .  He has p'robably been a victim of c i rcumstance. " 

Now when I read this I remembered the honou rable member hold ing  a press conference last year 
and the press were gathered around h im and he held the press conference so that he cou ld  comment 
on the function of the Attorney-General and how the Attorney-General had hand led this case and h is  
f irst comment was that al l  the information should be released to the publ ic. Now that is  what I have 
been told .  

Then I have been told  that as the press conference proceeded, the honourable member changed 
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h is  position to some extent and said no, it is sufficient if al l  the information is sent on to the Law 
Society. I am not real ly suggesting it a l l  be released to the publ ic. That i s  the basis of the information 
that I received, that there was some shift ing of g round with in  the that press conference as to his 
position.  

But you know, M r. Speaker, what the honourable member ended up suggesting? He said since we 
had not proven our case, that since the charges had not been clearly specified, there had been no 
hearing,  that we should reappoint the judge who had j ust resigned, that we should reappoint Judge 
Pi lutik. The honou rable member actual ly publ icly - "demanded" might be a very strong word but 
raquested that we reappo int J udge P i lut ik to the bench in  Man itoba after the the honourable 
gentleman had seen fit to rf,s ign .  If I am wrong' member is  free to interrupt me but the newspaper 
accounts may have been· i ncorrect but that is what I read in the newspaper that either that there 
should be a hearing or Judge P i lut ik should be reappointed. 

Now the honou rable member takes exception to the fact that we are leaving more leeway to the 
Judicial Council to establ ish its own procedures, conduct inqu i ries as it deems fit, and I think in view 
of our bel ief in  the independence of the jud iciary we that we shou ld make the Judicia l  Counci l  as fu l ly 
responsible - as I say, it is chaired by a justice of the Court of Queen's Bench but we should make 
them just as ful ly responsible as possible for the conduct of thei r hearings. I don't see room for 
criticism in  th is  respect if that is  in  fact what we are doing.  

I want to also indicate to the Honourable Member for Portage - and I appreciate very much the 
tact that the Honourable Member for Portage on behalf of h is group d isassociated h imself from the 
innuendoes tossed this way by the Honourable Member for Birtle-Russel l .  I appreciate that. But I 
want to say to the Honourable Member for Portage that basically I agree with the second part of h is 
address that generally hearings such as th is  should be made publ ic .  

I had i nd icated d u ring introduction of th is  debate, however, that that type of responsi b i l ity should 
rest with the Jud icial Counci l .  I was proposi ng to make amendments i n  committee to provide them 
with the responsib i l ity tor determin ing if there was for some publ ic interest factor any reason that the 
hearings should not be publ ic, then they cou ld determine it as in  many other jud icial and quasi­
jud icial proceed ings where there is  that d iscretion resting with a judicial body or quasi-jud icial body 
to exclude the publ ic.  And I do not feel that that type of responsib i l ity should rest with the Attorney­
General from a d istance to determine whether or not the proceedi ngs should be publ ic and then to 
order them to be publ ic .  I th ink  there is too much danger there inherent tor many d ifferent reasons; 
the Attorney-General then could i nsist that something be publ ic  which real ly does not relate to a fair 
hearing, the ascerta in ing.of al l  the facts, and I have proposed in  committee, though that wasn't 
included in the b i l l  before us, to request an amendment to the bi I Ho provide for tbat so that that type 
of decision is made right at the Judicial Council  level and as I say presided over by a J ustice of the 
Court of Queen's Bench rather than that decision rest at a pol itical level .  

I th ink there are some instances where parties who are completely i nnocent to the c i rcumstances, 
total ly innocent, but become involved in the web of c i rcumstance, cou ld  as a result  of publ ic ity 
through the med ia  f ind thei r own fami ly l ives, their own careers, embarrassed due to no fault on thei r 
own part but s imply because they happened accord ing to the circumstances to be in the-wrong­
p lace-at-the-wrong-time type of th ing .  And I th ink that we have to provide some room, some 
d iscretion there that the Jud icial Counci l  has some freedom to determi ne in  circumstances such as 
that. 

So, Mr.  Speaker, I don't want to take up any more time but to say that I am saddened, I am 
surprised, however, I suppose I w i l l  cheer up and I w i l l  go on with rr.y d uties with the comments from 
my friend ,  my col league, the Honourable Member for Birtle-Russel l ,  and I appreciate very much the 
constructive comments that have been made. 

QUESTION put and carried. 
MA. SPEAKER: Bi l l  No. 8, proposed by the Honourable Attorney-General. The Honourable 

Member for Robl in.  
MR. J.  WALLY McKENZIE: Cou ld I a lso have the matter stand ,  Mr. Speaker. (Agreed) 

BILL (NO. 1 8) - THE RETAIL BUSINESSES HOLIDAY CLOSING ACT 

MR. SPEAKER: Bi l l  No. 1 8, proposed by the Honou rable Min ister of Labour.  The Honou rable 
Member tor Point Douglas. 

MR. DONALD MALINOWSKI: Thank you, Mr.  Speaker. Mr.  Speaker, I am greatly interested i n  this 
b i l l  before us. Whether we are deeply rel igious or not, I am sure most of us appreciate Sunday as a day 
of rest. A l l  of us, I am sure, appreciate one day one day free from shopping and the hurly-burly of 
commercial ism. 

I th ink we al l  know that store hours have never been determined by the needs and the convenience 
of the people. This has always been d ictated by the desires of the supermarket operators for 
maximum profits. The operators of these supermarkets have always had a false idea that the longer 
they keep open, the more money they wil l  make. The supermarket merchants hate to see fami l ies at 
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home on Sundays enjoying themselves instead of push ing shopping carts around.  They hate to see 
people going to church on Sunday, putt ing money in the col lection plate instead of spending it i n  the 
supermarkets. 

Supermarket operators seem to bel ieve that for every hour thei r store is closed they are losi ng 
money. We know of cou rse this is nonsense, this is  not the case, Mr. Speaker. People's need for 
groceries and their incomes do not i ncrease with longer shopping hours. Most people have on ly a 
l im ited amount of money to spend at the supermarkets and they can buy al l  they need or can afford 
during reasonable store hours. 

Of course, Mr.  Speaker, if stores are open 24 hours a day and al l  day Sunday, a lot of people won't 
bother shopping du ring more reasonable hours. Some wil l put off thei r shopping 't i l l  Sunday. Some 
wi l l  go to the store at midnight or even 2 o'clock in the morn ing if the stores are open .  But this does 
not mean anyone will suffer g reater inconven ience if supermarkets are closed Sunday and are open 
on ly d u ring reasonable hours duri ng the week. 

I'm more than su re, Mr. Speaker, if you change the whole schedule and if you add one hour so 
instead of twenty-four  you wi l l  have twenty-five a day, it wou ld be not enough .  If you even add one 
day, instead of seven have eight days, it sti l l  wi l l  be not enough.  It never wi l l  be enough. 

Mr. Speaker, i n  the b i l l  before us the supermarkets are g iven the option of closi ng either Saturday 
or Sunday. In my hu mble opin ion ,  I th ink it is wrong to force the supermarkets to make that choice. I 
bel ieve the b i l l  ought to be amended . I bel ieve we should stipu late in the b i l l  Sunday as the closing 
day for al l supermarkets. I favour Sunday closi ng .  

I do so, Mr.  Speaker, not  on ly  on rel igious g rounds but  because Sunday has always been the 
traditional day of rest. Sunday has always been the day for the fami ly to be together. I t  has always 
been the day when fami l ies go to church, or go to the picnics, or to the beach in summer, whatever, 
but they are together. Because of this Sunday would be the most suitable closing day for the great 
majority of people i n  Man itoba. If a l l  supermarkets remain closed on Sunday it wi l l  enable the 
employees of those shops to be off on the same day. It w i l l  enable these workers to spend their free 
time with their  friends in other occupations where they don't work on Sunday. Whi le the smal ler 
stores are exempted from the provisions of this bi l l  I bel ieve, Mr.  Speaker, we should g ive serious 
consideration to the q uestion of whether any store, big or smal l ,  needs to stay open twenty-four 
hours a day. 

All of us are aware of the Complai nts of people l iv ing near these stores that keep open all n ight. We 
are also fam i l iar with the complai nts of the Wi nn ipeg Police Department for whom these stores are 
causing a lot of extra work. They cal l some of the shops conven ient stores but they seem to be most 
conven ient for hold-up men. Almost every n ight one or two are gett ing robbed with those potential 
robbers, when there is no need for it . Why have people sitt ing up  al l  n ight taking the risk of being held 
up,  j ust to serve a few stray customers. 

One of the old-ti mers in  my constituency·reminded me what shopping used to be l i ke about sixty 
years ago. Few fami l ies had any refrigeration in those days but sti l l  they managed to do thei r 
shopping without the stores bei ng open twenty-four hours a day. Today the majority of homes have 
refrigerators. Every community has a store and supermarkets. You can drive around i n  any direction 
i n  Wi nn ipeg and you wi l l  pass a supermarket or shopp ing centre every f ive or ten m i nutes. In some 
places they have two or even three of these big super- markets in one place. 

Most honourable members wi l l  remember the Royal Commission set up in 1 967 to i nvestigate the 
h igh cost of food. It d iscovered that one reason the cost of food is so h igh  is because we have too 
many stores and su permarkets. In its report this Royal Commission said  in 1 967 we have twice as 
many shopping faci l ities as are needed to take care of al l  reasonable shopping needs. 

We not only have shopp ing centres above ground but we now have one u nderground at Portage 
and Main .  Right now they are d igging sti l l  another hole u nder Main Street and Portage Avenue, so 
maybe we wi l l  get sti l l  more shops underground.  I don't know what to call them, maybe we should 
change and cal l them "Gori l l a  Shopping Centres." 

The bu i ldi ng, mai ntain ing and keep ing these shops open all hours of the day and n ight is  bound to 
add to the cost of goods. It is also bound to resu lt in the waste of energy. 

In the b i l l  before us, Mr. Speaker, we are concerned with store closing hours. I am not prepared to 
suggest a rigid open ing and closing time for corner grocery stores and so-cal led conven ience stores 
but surely if these stores stayed open no later than ten or eleven at n ight it wou ld g ive the people i n  
the community p lenty of time to do their  shopping .  As for the shopkeepers, they coul d  g o  home and 
sleep at n ight instead of worrying about being robbed at the store. 

Mr. Speaker, the people who l ive near the shops might also sleep better without the noise and 
disturbance around the stores al l  night. 

This is  a good b i l l  and I commend the Min ister for submitting it. I am sure this measure wil l  meet 
with approval among the general publ ic .  I have only one strong reservation'  Mr. Speaker; I feel very 
very strongly we shou ld st ipulate in the b i l l  that a l l  supermarkets remain closed one day, which 
means Su nday. I bel ieve it wou ld be unwise and maybe even u nfair to the supermarket operators if we 
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leave it up to them to decide whether to stay open on Saturday or Sunday. 
Mr. Speaker, in end i ng my few remarks I'm p lead ing that Sunday remain the day of rest. Thank 

you very much . 
MR. SPEAKER: Th� Honourable Member for La Verendrye. 
MR. BANMAN: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, I beg to move, seconded by the . . .  
MR. SPEAKER: Order, p lease. The Honourable Member for St. Johns wish to proceed on this b i l l ?  
MR. SAUL CHERNIACK: Yes, Mr.  Speaker, I 'd  l i ke to  make some comments. I've j ust almost, not 

qu ite, f in ished read i ng the contribution made by the Honourable Member for Fort Garry on this b i l l .  
May I d igress for a moment, Mr .  Speaker, to tel l you that my wife reads Hansard fairly frequently and 
she often gets stuck by one word that she admits she doesn't know and took her a whi le to admit it to 
me, and that is  the word "meers" which appears very frequently, wh ich I d iscovered is supposed to 
mean members. But very often you see reference to the honourable meer, and the Member for Fort 
Garry is credited with saying "Our caucus meers are assessing,  etc. " I thought for a moment it meant 
d istingu ished and very clever and i ntel l igent people but I see it appl ies on al l  sides of the House and in 
Hansard appl ies to all sides of the House so I assume we are all honourable meers. 

Mr. Speaker, the Member for Fort Garry seemed to take the Min ister introd ucing the b i l l  to task for 
bring ing in any question of deal i ng and recognizing rel ig ious d iversity, and I haven't read nor did I 
hear the Honourable Min ister so I 'm not sure j ust what he said ,  but it is clear that the Member for Fort 
Garry d isassociates hi mself from any approach to the rel ig ious aspects of Sunday bei ng a day when 
business should be restricted. As I read his statement he speaks of the value of one day of economic 
rest and suggests that it oug ht to be Sunday because the one day wou ld be natural to be that day 
which is al ready least busy in an economic  sense. I th ink I'm right in th is  interpretation. I do th ink that 
he just d isassociates his consideration from the rel ig ious one. And I, too, Mr. Speaker, am inc l ined to 
s d isassociate my consideration from any rel ig ious consideration. So, to those who th ink  it is  
necessary to impose a restraint on business or anyone else in  order to favou r  rel ig ious thought and 
rel ig ious bel iefs, then I have to point out that our Constitution and our consideration of laws and the 
way of l ife does not recognize that rel igion is  one which controls the state and the way it operates. 

The one point made by the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge which had some . . .  Fort Garry, 
I 'm sorry, the Member for Fort Garry, which brought to mind some doubt -(l nterjection)- Yes, the 
Member for Minnedosa says there's qu ite a d ifference. I 'm not sure in what way he means it but there 
is  qu ite a d ifference, I agree. The Member for Fort Garry does speak of the problem that may occur 
when both partners to the marriage are work ing ,  and you have to take i nto account the effect on that 
fami ly  l i fe when one partner in that marriage has and has always had Sunday as a day off and the 
other partner suddenly f inds h imself or  herself confronted with working.  

I t  so happens, Mr. Speaker, that as far as I can j ust th ink about most of the i ndustries that are open 
Sundays are service industries and many of them, I bel ieve, are industries where the second earner of 
the fami ly works. And I 'm speaking of restaurants and hotels where one f inds many people there who 
are the second earners in  a family, that probably today there has to be an adjustment in  the fami ly l ife 
where one member may not be work ing on Sunday and the other is. And i ndeed it seems pecu l iar to 
me that this Leg islatu re in its wisdom in the past has recogn ized that the one economic day of rest 
should be i ntruded on by the recreational parts of l ife; the movies, the restaurants . . .  Are horse 
races on Sunday? 

A MEM BER: Yes, they sure are. 
MR. CHERNIACK: I am told that people are betting money on Sunday. Horse races are on, and I 

guess this Legislature d id  it and I hope I voted against it, because I usual ly vote against al l  gambl ing 
and horse racing, to me, is a very unattractive feature i n  our l ife. So we find that not on ly do we have 
recreational faci l ities we also have gambl ing go on on Sundays. The Member for Swan River says 
"Bingo", I th ink he said .  So we find that we have accepted certain intrusions on the economic day of 
rest. 

Well ,  Mr. Speaker, for me I thin k  that people should not be denied the opportunity to do thei r 
shopping on a day which is of their choosing or a time of thei r choosing.  

The Member for Point Doug las complained rather strongly about twenty-four hour shops. 
Actual ly, Mr.  Speaker, they are cal led convenience shops and i ndeed they are a conven ience, so 
there must be people who find it conven ient to d rop in  at any time in the twenty-four hours to do their 
shopping.  May I say, s ince he spoke at some length about them, that I f ind it conven ient very often 
when I 'm leaving th is  Chamber after ten o'clock to be able to drop into a conven ience shop and pick 
up  some article that we may be short of in  the house, and I don't resent the addit ional price I pay 
because their mark-ups are exorbitant, and yet I feel wel l  if they're going to be open for my 
convenience they have a right to charge me for it. Frankly, what I resent most is the fact that many 
people are so unknowledgable in thei r shopping that you see people buying their regular grocery 
needs in a conven ience store when a supermarket or many corner stores would produce a much 
better price for large marketi ng.  Having said that, I do bel ieve that f irstly, people f ind hang-outs 
whether they're in conven ience stores or in cafes, or others, and they must be pol iced. And if they 
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i ntrude on residential areas they should be properly zoned . And sometimes I think the City Council is 
a l ittle too free and easy with its permission to change zon ing to create zon ing variations to permit a 
convenience store to be placed right in the middle of a residential area. I don't th ink it shou ld  be 
necessary. 

Having said that, I do bel ieve that I wou ld not l i ke to interfere too much in permitting people to 
have a choice as to when they shop and where they shop. " The concern that I have is the ones who 
are the em ployees and the workers, and the shop-owners, and the shopkeepers, who wou l d  now be 
having to work on Su nday because the competition forces them to do so. And that we have seen. 
Real ly, I think i t  was last November-December when we saw the supermarkets, the big chains, 
protesting vigourously that they d idn't rea l ly want to stay open, except for one or two, and that 
because one or two did stay open Sunday the others fel t compel led to open in competit ion, not for 
the loss of business of that day but rather because they felt that shoppers would acqu i re new 
shopping habits and start frequenti ng the competition store. 

That's not bad, Mr. Speaker. People who bel ieve in the free enterprise system should make it 
possib le for competition to take place where you cou ld entice shoppers from another customer for 
com petition , I hope on prices but even in the matter of convenience. 

So I come to concern myself with the persons who must operate and work possibly seven days a 
week, or indeterminate days a week, where they may be cal led upon to work on days which should be 
days of family meeting, days when the fami ly can be together. Now that does not mean that fami l ies 
shopping together are not sharing in thei r l ives together, and many times one can see a fam i ly group 
going to a department store looking after the needs of a l l  members of the family. It's probably pretty 
healthy for the kids to be involved with thei r parents and shopping and looking for what they want and 
what prices are, and it's often very good for the husband and wife together to do the shopping rather 
than as often takes place, one or the other makes the decisions in the fam ily. But, I real ly do express 
concern as does the Trade Union movement to the possib i l ity that people wi l l  be requ i red to work to 
an extent where the days of work will make it difficult for the family to be together at least one day a 
week and sometimes they could take advantage of two days a week because so many people are on a 
five day week. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, s ince we are not real ly, when I say we, some of us and I g uess the Member 
for Fort Garry and I are not looking at this legislation from the standpoint of catering to any rel ig ious 
concerns, then I would l i ke to think that a day of the week need not be Sunday, it cou ld be Saturday, it 
cou ld be Sunday, and I th ink that the argument one reads by the Member for Fort Garry, wou ld apply 
to Saturday as wel l  as to Sunday except for past practice. I think that's a pretty fai r  statement, that is, 
most businesses have been closed in  the past on Sunday, why break up that pattern and create 
Saturday as the day rather than Sunday. The reason I confine myself to Saturday or Sunday is only 
because of the children, because the chi ldren are required to go to school the other five days a week, 
so it wou ldn't be very sensible to have stores close on other days. 

Having said that, I recogn ize that to some people Sunday is  important not to work, and to other 
people Saturday is i mportant not to work, and therefore, it seems to me that there shou ld be a choice. 
Let there be the option for the people who have to work, as to whether they wish not to work Saturday 
or Sunday, and many choose not to work on both of the days. And therefore, I can accept the fact that 
if we are going to in the interests of the people who do the work, see to it that they do have one week­
end day off, that the option should be, of course it has to be with the employer fi rst, as to whether or 
not the shop is open, but once the employer has made the decis ion,  then there cou ld  be a shuffle in  
the work force to  enable them to  adjust to  a place that is closed on Saturday or  closed on Sunday. 
Therefore it seems to me that it is logical to do it the way it's being done so that it enables the choice to 
take place, so that no one cou ld take advantage of being open on the two week-end days, but at the 
same t ime, if it is felt that there is a sufficient number of people who would take advantage of an open 
shop to go there and shop, then it recogn izes their right so to do, and I see nothing wrong,  and I would 
.chal lenge anybody to say that someone is  i rrel igious if that person chooses to shop on either of  those 
two days' either of those two days. Every person has h is own way of serving his own bel iefs and of 
serving in whatever way that person wants to, and to attempt to tel l  them how to do so, I th ink is 
wrong.  And to attempt to tel l  them that they may not do what they wish to do on such a day is wrong .  
Therefore to  some extent I 'm debating with the  com ments by the Member for Point Douglas to  whom 
Sunday is "the day " because it's a rel igious day, but I 'm rea l ly d i recting my remarks to the Member for 
Fort Garry or anyone else in this House to whom the rel igious aspect is not the paramount one that 
should make the decision in determin ing whether it shal l be Sunday on ly, or Saturday or Sunday. 

I f  there are persons who wish to impose their rel ig ious bel iefs on others in this province, then let 
them say so, and you know, I would respect thei r wish so to do. I wou ld not agree with it but I can 
understand thei r wish so to do, although I wou ld find it d ifficult to understand why they would wish to 
tel l me that I may not do certain  things on either of those two days, each of which is recogn ized as a 
rel ig ious day amongst one or other of the peoples of this province. So, Mr. Speaker, I hope that if an 
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attempt is made to confine this enforced economic day of rest, it shal l be left so that there w i l l  be an 
option on Saturday or Sunday. If  there is  an attempt made to reduce it to one day, then I for one, w i l l  
oppose i t .  Thank you, Mr .  Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for La Verendrye. 
MR. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move, seconded by the Member from Brandon West, that 

debate be adjou rned. 
MOTION presented and carried. 
MR.  SPEAKER: Bi l l  No. 20. The Honourable Member for Rhineland .  
MR. BROWN: Stand, M r. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Bi l l  No. 21. The Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek. 
MR. J.  FRANK JOHNSTON: Stand, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Bi l l  No. 22. The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 
MR. L.R. (BUD) SHERMAN: Stand, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Bi l l  No. 26. The Honourable Member for Swan River. 
MR. JAMES H.  BILTON: Stand if you please, Mr.  Speaker. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS - SECOND READING 

BILL (NO. 30) - AN ACT TO AMEND THE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC ACT 

MR. BURTNIAK presented Bill No. 30, An Act to Amend the Highway Traffic Act (2) for second 
reading. 

MOTION presented. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Highways. 
MR. BURTNIAK: Mr. Speaker, this part icular Bi l l ,  B i l l  (No. 30) deals with mopeds. For some t ime 

now as honourable members wi l l  remember, there has been a number of req uests to make the 
mopeds legal in  the Province of Manitoba. We gave that assurance last year that there wi l l  be some 
legislation making mopeds legal in the province and here it is .  

A MEMBER: What is  a moped? 
MR. BURTNIAK: A moped is  a bicycle with a motor. 
MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 
MR. BURTNIAK: This B i l l  contains al l  of the amendments necessary to permit the safe operation 

of mopeds on our h ighways. The main feature of the B i l l  incl ude a defin ition of a moped. As defi ned, it 
wil l  be deemed to be a motor vehicle and as such wil l  have to be registered before it could be operated 
upon a h ighway. It w i l l  also have to be i nsured. To deal with a problem where a vehicle of this k ind 
may not strictly comply with the defin it ion, a provision is  contained in  the B i l l  wh ich would provide 
for the inspection of the vehicle for purposes of classifying i t  as a moped or otherwise. The B i l l  
contains a series of amendments of  techn ical nature making the provisions of  the  Act appl icable to 
motorcycles also appl icable to th is  type of veh icle. 

Oper ators of mopeds wil l  be requ i red to hold a d rivers l i cence. Amendments are contained in the 
B i l l  which will permit a person holding any class of l icence to operate a moped . If  he does not hold a 
l icence of any class, he would then have to apply for a learner's l i cence s imi lar to a motorcycle 
iearner's permit. The app l icant wi l l  be requ i red to pass special examinations for this class of veh icle 
and the l icence wil l  be restricted to the operation of mopeds only. A series of amendments are 
necessary to the various l ighting provisions of the Act, principal ly because the l ighting of mopeds 
cannot meet the min imum standards. The retractable power is  generated by magneto. At low r .p .m.s 
the power generated is not sufficient to maintain the brightness of the l ights at the requ i red level .  I n  
attempt t o  compensate for this feature of mopeds, a provision is  contai ned in  the B i l l  which wi l l  
requ ire al l mopeds to be eq u ipped with a large reflector which wi l l  be v is ib le from a distance of at 
least five hundred feet. 

In this connection ,  I should inform the honourable members that the federal M in istry of Transport 
are-developing standards u nder the Motor Vehicle Safety Act for Mopeds; we are advised that these 
standards wi l l  l i kely come into force sometime this year. Because of the smal l size of the moped, and 
the fact that they can not travel at speeds over th irty m i les per hour, in order to makethem as visible as 
possible to other traffic, mopeds wi l l  be requ i red to have their head lamps l ig hted at all t imes when 
being operated on a h ig hway. This provision is  s imi lar to the present federal standards with respect 
to motorcycles where head lamps are requ i red to be so designed that they are l ighted whenever the 
veh icle is  in  motion. Power of the brakes on mopeds w i l l  have to be sufficient to stop the vehic le 
with i n  th i rty feet from a speed of twenty mi les an hour. This is the same requ i rement as is for 
motorcycles. 

Further provisions are contained in the B i l l  exempting mopeds from being equipped with an 
odometer, windshield and certa in other equ ipment which is  not appropriate or necessary for this 
type of veh icle. The B i l l  also contains a provision which wi l l  requ i re operators of mopeds to ride as 
c losely as is practical to the right hand edge or curb of the roadway, except when passi ng or 

1 402 



Thursday, March 31,  1 977 

overtaking another veh icle and also to ride in a s ingle l ine with other mopeds, bicycle or motorcycle. 
These provisions are s imi lar to those that are appl icable to b icycles. Because of the small  size and the 
low speed of the mopeds, they are extremely vulnerable to accidents if permitted to be operated upon 
speed h ighways with h igh  volume traffic. The speed d ifferential between mopeds and the other h igh  
speed traffic wi l l  expose them to  a much greater risk of  col l is ion particularly from the rear. 

Other provinces who have enacted moped leg islation, such as Ontario and the Province of 
Quebec, have proh ibited the operation of mopeds from freeways and other l imited access h ighways. 
Accord ing ly, a provision is contained in th is  B i l l  which wi l l  proh ibit the operation of mopeds on 
provi ncial trunk  h ighways on which the maximum speed l i mit is more than fifty mi les per hour. 
However, they wi l l  be permitted to cross such h ighways. They wil l  also be permitted to be operated 
upon al l  provincial and municipal roads. 

The B i l l  contains a provision which wi l l  permit mopeds to be equ ipped with seats designed to 
carry infants; the provisions are s imi lar to those enacted three years ago in respect to bicycles. 
Carrying objects in  the front of a moped wi l l  be strictly prohibited , however, objects may be carried 
on the rear of the moped, providing that it is not of such size or so placed that it may i nterfere with the 
proper operation control of the moped or which may constitute a hazard to other traffic. 

Mopeds, if properly used can be a safe and a very economical mode of transportation. In this day 
of dwindl ing supply of oil reserves and the consequent increase in the price of the use of mopeds 
both for transportation and recreational purposes is h igh ly des i rable. At the same t ime, care must be 
flXercized to ensure that the safety of moped operators and other persons is  not endangered. We 
believe that the enactment of the provisions contai ned in this B i l l ,  Mr.  Speaker, w i l l  go a long way 
toward the ach ievement of the objectives that I have j ust mentioned . Thank you . 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Robl i n .  
M R .  McKENZIE: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded b y  the Honourable Member for Lakeside, debate 

be adjourned. 
MOTION presented and Carried. 

BILL NO. (35) - AN ACT TO AMEND THE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC ACT (3). 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister for Highways. 
MR. BURTNIAK: Mr. Speaker, this particular B i l l  consists of many housekeeping changes, 

however, there are th ree or fou r more substantive changes. The B i l l  for example, contains a defin it ion 
of a motor home. The need for such a defin ition arises from problems encountered in  registering and 
insuring large campers which are mounted on a truck chassis and the trad itional motor home. As 
campers are not covered under the basic insurance pol icy, owners have to secure a separate 
insurance pol icy. As a result ,  some owners have sought to register and i nsure such campers as motor 
homes. As there exists important differences between the two classes of vehicles, it was concluded 
that a def in ition of a motor home wou ld resolve the uncertainties which presently exist with respect 
to these types of vehicles. 

Historical ly the veh icle registration provisions of the Act were i nterpreted to mean that only 
vehicles owned by residents of the province were or cou ld  be reg istered. The Act contained no 
specific provision which says that the motor veh icles owned by a non-res-ident cannot be registered 
in Man itoba. Because of this and because of the low insurance premiums prevai l i ng  in the Province 
of Man itoba a number of non-residents have reg istered and insured their cars in our province. One 
such case amongst many, was a resident from Alberta; he registered and insured h is private car i n  
Man itoba, subsequently, the car was involved in  an accident in  the Province of Alberta, and the 
Man itoba Publ ic  I nsurance Corporation had to pay the claim .  There have been dozens of cases 
i nvolv ing residents of Ontario or s imi lar cases from Ontario. 

As a consequence, amend ments to the Highway Traffic Act are introduced in  this B i l l  which wi l l  
prohi bit the registration of  motor vehic les owned by non-residents. An exception is  provided in  the 
case of persons or corporations who are engaged in  a business in  the province and have vehicles 
stationed in the province used in connection with that particular business. Such veh icles wi l l  
continue to be registered in  Manitoba as they are at  the present time. The amendment wi l l  provide 
that where a non-resident does register and insure a veh icle in  Manitoba, and it is  subsequently 
d iscovered that at the time of his app l ication for registration and i nsurance, he was not a resident of 
the province, the reg istration becomes nu l l  and void from the date the registration was issued. This 
b i l l  also contai ns an amendment which wi l l  raise the property damage which is  requ i red to be 
reported to the pol ice from $200 to $300.00. The last such i ncrease occured back in 1970 when the 
property damage which requ i res the accident to be reported, was increased from $ 100 to $200.00. 
Si nce then as we a l l  know, the cost of repairs and replacement parts have more than doubled due to 
the increase in cost of materials and labour. Conseq uently, an accident causing $200 damage today 
is one which is a rather minor accident, which in terms of 1 970 costs wou ld  amount to less than $ 1 00 
today. A nu mber of other provinces, I might add, have also increased the amount of reportable 
damages to $300.00 
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For many years the Act prohibited persons under age 18 from driv ing trucks having a g ross weight 
in excess of 24,000 pounds. Such legislation was enacted because i t  was feft that persons under age 
18 did not have the strength or sufficient experience and maturity to operate such large vehicles in 
areas having a high traffic density. Because of the shortage of farm laborers, the farming community 
has been requesting for some relief from this provision, to al low persons u nder age 1 8  to operate 
larger trucks. As most of these vehicles are d riven in local areas, having low traffic densities and with 
which the d rivers wou ld  be fami l iar, allowing young d rivers to operate such vehicles would not, in  our 
view, i ncrease risks of accidents. Accordi ng ly  an amendment is  proposed which wi l l  permit persons 
between the ages of 1 6  to 1 8  to operate larger trucks, but not semi-trailers, providing that such 
veh icles are registered as farm trucks. 

The Act currently provides for the suspension of a d river's l icense for life upon a th ird conviction 
under the Criminal Code. The Law Reform Commission, by the way, recommended the repeal of l ife 
suspensions and a substitution of a suspension for five years upon a second or subsequent 
conviction.  It concl uded that a suspension for l ife was unnecessarily harsh,  part icu larly when the 
d river who may have had a dr inking problem has succeeded in bring ing that problem u nder control 
and has maintained sobriety for a period of t ime. The only rel ief avai lable to persons whose l icenses 
have been suspended for l i fe,  is  to appeal to the License Suspension Appeal Board . However, they 
c·m only appeal on the g rounds that the suspension is  causing exceptional hardship.  

Mr. Speaker, there are several other m inor amendments but as I say, they are mostly of 
housekeeping or ideas. Perhaps they could be debated i n  Law Amendments. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the question? The Honourable Member for Robl i n .  
M R .  McKENZIE: I move, seconded b y  the Member for Swan River that debate b e  adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 
M R. SPEAKER: The Honourable House Leader. 
MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the Min ister for Health and Social Development, 

that Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House resolve itself i nto a committee to consider of 
the Supply to be g ranted to Her Majesty. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of H ighways. 
MR. BURTNIAK: Mr. Speaker, by leave, I am wondering if  it be possible to d istribute the Highway 

program now in the House when all the members are here, rather than having to d istr ibute it i n  Room 
254 and again here. 

MR. SPEAKER: Very wel l .  The suggestion is  agreed to. The motion i s  to go into Committee of 
Supply. Before I call i n  the Member for for Logan, I am reminded that there is  a vote in  the Committee 
of Supply immediately upon the member taking the Chai r. 

MOTION presented and carried and the House resolved itself i nto a Committee of Supply with the 
Honourable Member for Logan i n  the Chai r for Labour  and Co-operative Development and the 
Honourable Member for St. Vital in  the Chair for Highways. 
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CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

ESTIMATES - HIGHWAYS 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. D. James Walding (St. Vital): Order please. We have a quorum gentlemen.  
The committee wi l l  come to order. I would d i rect the attention of honou rable members to Page 35 in  
their  Estimates Books, the Department of Highways. Reso lution 66 General Administration (a) the 
M i n ister's Compensation. The Honourable Minister. 

HONOURABLE PETER BURTNIAK: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, before I beg in  the Estimates of the 
department I wou ld just l i ke to once agai n commend my Deputy M i n ister, Mr.  Brake, tor his 
u nstinting and d i l igent performance in  the past year. Also the department's Chief Engineer, Jack 
Peacock, for his usual conscientious efforts, and al l  mem bers of the Department of Highways for a 
job wel l  done. 

As you may know the Department of H ighways is broken down into two main sections, Mr. 
Chai rman each with subsections or d ivisions. One is the Highways Branch and of course the other is 
the Motor Veh icle Branch. 

This past year was one of the biggest construction years in  the h istory of the department. What led 
to this achievement was largely due to the good weather that a l lowed one of the longest construction 
periods in memory. As a matter of fact for the f i rst time s ince I have become responsible tor this 
Min istry the department has over-extended its budget. I am not apologizing tor this because many 
more projects were completed than were anticipated and this over expenditure I feel was money wel l  
spent. 

We wi l l  be invest ing $1 0 m i l l ion on the prog ram that wi l l  soon bring 224 mi les of four-lane Trans 
Canada H ighway between Brandon and Falcon Lake i nto service. Since this government took office 
over $40 mi l l ion has been spent on this particular project. Add ing this year's $ 1 0  m i l l ion expend iture 
wi l l  bring a total of approximately $50,544,000 spent on th is project. 

This year wi l l  see the introduction of metrication on our h ighways. This is not solely a Manitoba 
project, but rather a co-operative project with other sister provinces. Research mainly from the 
Un ited States has proven that reducing h ighway speeds reduces h ighway accident deaths. Couple 
this with the fact that the metrication throughout Canada is  inevitable, the government has decided 
to lower Man itoba's speed l im its the same time we convert our speed l im i t  signs to metric, thereby 
savi ng the cost of prod ucing and erecting two sets of s igns with in a short period of t ime. 

The proposed Federal Government metric conversion program affecting the Man itoba Highway 
Traffic Act is tentatively sched u led to be i mplemented in the month of September, 1 977. 

Speed l im it s igns showi ng 70 mi les per hour as seen on divided h ighways wi l l  be posted 1 00 
ki lometers per hour or converted to 62. 1 4  m i les per hour,  a reduction of approximately eight m i les 
per hou r. Si mi larly, present speed l im it signs which show 60 mi les per hour and 65 mi les per hour wi l l  
both be converted to 90 ki lometers per hour  which is  equ ivalent to  55.92 m i les per  hour, a reduction 
of approximately fou r  mi les and approximately n ine m i les, respectively. 

The department wi l l  provide an advertisi ng and publ ic  relations campaign  to i nform and educate 
a l l  Man itoba motorists regard ing these particular changes. Our Grant and Aid Prog ram has been 
extended to I ndian Reservations s imi lar to that enjoyed by Man itoba towns and v i l lages. This G rant 
and Aid Program is very demanding on the department's total budget. 

I made a comment approximately five years ago, Mr. Chairman, to al l  Manitoba road contractors, 
that a h igh priority wou l d  be g iven to a method of level l i ng  out our h ighway construction program . 
Previously there were peaks one year and val leys the next. The private contractor was hesitant to 
invest thousands of dol lars of which most, if not a l l ,  had to be borrowed and pay h igh i nterest rates on 
the purchase of new and bigger equ ipment without having some assurance that there would be no 
h ighway construction cutback. 

The stable budgeting procedu re we have employed with increases al lowing for inflation has 
produced a very healthy and stable construction industry. 

Another stab i l izing factor is the department's three-year planning program .  This a l lows for 
advanced land pu rchases, surveys and engineeri ng design wh ich al lows the department to proceed 
on a project without being held up for too long a period of t ime. This type of planning was also a 
contributing factor in our  over-expended budget th is past construction season.  Construction 
stabi l ization has 

also been ach ieved by pre-advertis ing and tendering some twelve mi l l ions of dol lars each fal l  
al lowing the contractor to stockpile gravel and make al l necessary plans and movement of the 
equ i pment. This ensures an early start the fol lowing spring, thereby contractors can complete more 
projects in our relatively short construction season.  Approximate mi leages for various types of work 
done by contract and completed during the past f iscal year were as fol l ows: 

Grading ,  1 72 m i les; g ravel l i ng ,  41 7 m i les; paving,  252 mi les. That was for the year 1 976-77. 
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Turning to the Motor Vehicle Branch I want to commend the Registrar of Motor Vehicles', Mr. 
Peter Dygala, and the rest of the staff in  achieving their excellent departmental record, the successful 
programs of which are the envy of most other provincial Motor Veh icle B ranches. 

Licenced d-rivers in  Manitoba again increased In  1 976 by approximately 1 0,000 persons. The 
num bers increased from 536,000 drivers to 546,000 or an i ncrease of two percent. 

The number of veh icles registered in Man itoba d u ring 1 976 also increased from 532,000 to 
560,000 veh icles or an increase of some six percent in the year 1 976-77. 

In 1 976 snowmobi le registrations decl i ned to 29,333 or a decrease of 35 percent. As the 
honourable members are aware each snowmobi le had a un ique method of identification this year, 
that being two permanent reflective decals mounted on each side of the cowl ing and a smal l l icence 
plate which was issued to the owner at the time of registration reveal ing that the snowmobi le was 
registered for the cu rrent year. With the unusual lack of snow this year it has been d ifficult to assist 
the effectiveness of the new registration system. However indications from law enforcement 
agencies appear very favourble. 

Accident statistics unfortunately have i ncreased in  Man itoba during  1 976. Prel im inary fig u res 
reveal a total of 37,523 accidents were reported which reflects an approximate increase of three 
percent. And I might say, Mr. Chai rman, I 'm certainly not happy to report that. I nju ry acc;dents 
increased from 7, 1 84 to 7,342 reflecting just a l ittle over a two percent i ncrease. A total of 2 1 0  l ives 
were lost on Manitoba h ighways during  1 976, compared to 203 in 1 975, or an i ncrease of seven more 
people, or an increase of 3.44 percent. 

H istory has revealed that one of our  greatest problems on the roadway is  the drink ing d river. As 
reported last year a pi lot project was organized in co-operation with the Alcohol ism Foundation of 
Manitoba to rehabi l itate the drivers who are suspected of having or have a d ri nking problem. The 
persons who are convicted of second offences are referred to this prog ram where they are exposed 
to lectures, f i lms and personal counsel l ing by members of the Alcoholism Foundation of Manitoba, 
fol lowing wh ich an assessment is  made as to whether or not the person has had a dr ink ing problem. 
This program appears to be ach ievi ng some measure of success. During 1 976 prel iminary figures 
reveal a total of 6,958 convictions under the Criminal Code of Canada relating to the operation of a 
motor veh icle; of these, 5,240 convictions were related to dr ink ing and driving  or a reduction of e ight 
percent over the year previous. 

Convictions under the Highway Traffic Act rose from 83,400 to 85,400 representing an 
approximate seven percent i ncrease. The convictions and accidents registered revealed an i ncrease 
from 23,000 to 26,000 suspended d rivers, or an increase of 1 5  percent. The main reasons for the 
suspensions were as fol lows, as I said before: alcohol-related offences, show cause hearings, 
suspension for other criminal offences and fai l u re to pay fines. 

The Motor Veh icle Branch conducted a total of 3,600 show cause hearings and written 
submissions during 1 976 which revealed an i ncrease of some 23 percent: 

A total of 8,769 driver improvement road tests were conducted d u ring the Driver Improvement 
Program, the fai lure rate being approximately 1 0  percent. In addition to the road tests, over 20,000 
counsel l ing interviews were cond ucted with 2,580 drivers being referred for a Defensive Driving 
Course run by the Manitoba Safety Counci l  which is  provided with substantial f inancial support by 
the government. These persons were drivers who, for a variety of reasons, had become involved i n  
too many traffic infractions, violations, o r  a combination o f  both.  

The Driv ing Testing Program admin istered some 48,641 road tests, th is being exclusive of the 
Driver Improvement Test. The fai lure rate in  the Driver Testing Program was about 32 percent. In 
addit ion,  97,51 6 written tests were administered to the various classes of l icences. The fai lure rate in  
th is  area ranged from 43 percent in  the  h igher class of  l icence to  an  overal l  average of  21 percent for 
all drivers. The higher fai lure rate in the supplementary test req u i red for the h igher class l icence 
support the fact that a g reater scope of knowledge is  req u i red in  this particular area. 

The Physical Standard Section, whose function is to process medical information on drivers to 
ensure they are physically and mental ly fit to operate a motor veh icle safely, had 1 1 ,824 major 
deal i ngs. 

The Motor Vehicle Compu lsory I nspection Program was in  operation during 1 976 from May to 
October. I might say, Mr.  Chai rman, that this prog ram received a lot of good comments from the 
members of this Committee last year when we dealt with our Estimates at that t ime. Forty-three 
locations and eleven ru ral commun ities were serviced . A total of 38,000 vehicles were inspected as 
opposed to 28,000 the previous year. We had hoped to reach the 40,000 figure . . .  we are very close 
to it anyway, we did have a total of 38,000 veh icles inspected as was more or less anticipated, from 
28,000 the year previous. 

Veh icles cal led in for i nspection again demonstrated a substantial amount of veh icles on the 
h ighways as being defective. 

MR. CHAIR MAN: Order please. In accordance with our Rule 1 9 (2) , I am interrupting the 
proceed ings for Private Members' Hour, to return to the Chair at 8 o'clock this evening.  
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ESTIMATES - LABOUR 
MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. William Jenkins (Logan): When the Committee rose the other n ight and I 

had cal led Resolution 78, the Honourable Member for Morris requested i n  accordance with our Rule 
64(9) and ( 1 0) ,  a recorded vote on Resolution 78.  That is what is before the comm ittee at  the present 
time. The Honou rable Member for Morris. 

MR. WARNER H. JORGENSON: I suggest that the vote is  not on the enti re Resolution 78, it is  only 
on the Min ister's compensation itself that the vote be taken.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. That is not correct. 
MR. JORGENSON: Section (b) and (c) have already been passed. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 78 (a) was also passed. It was on the Resolution that the motion in its 

enti rety be . . .  The Honourable . . .  
MR. GREEN: Mr. Chairman, does it make a great deal of d ifference i f  we revert back to the item 

that the honourable members say was not passed, take the vote and then proceed with the next item. I 
gather that that's what they want to do. They're not interested in debating it again .  Wel l then I have no 
objection,  Mr. Chairman, I guess it goes back to the Min ister's Salary item. I f  it was s l ipped by, it was 
s l ipped by i nadvertently and they wish to deal with that item by a recorded vote and we have no 
objection to that. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 78(a) Min ister's Compensation and Salary and Representation 
Al lowance $1 5,600.00. Shall the item pass? Ayes and Nayes. Call in the members. 

A COUNTED VOTE was taken, the result being as fol lows: Yeas 27, Nays 1 9. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: I declare the motion carried . 
Resolution 78: Resolved that there be be granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceed ing $609,500 for 

Labou r. Shal l the item pass? (Agreed. )  That completes the Department of Labour.  
ESTIMATES - CO-OPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT 

MR. CHAIRMAN: We now refer honourable members to Page 19 of their Estimates book .  
Resolution 45 Co-operative Development Admin istration (a) M in ister's Compensation and Salary 
'":iepresentation Al lowance $7,800.00. The Honourable Min ister of Co-operative Development. 

HONOURABLE R ENE TOUPIN (Springfield): Mr. Chai rman , in  our Speech from the Throne, we 
have promised to continue our support for the co-operative movement in  this province. Our  
government favours the encouragement of  co-operative enterprise for  reasons which I had always 
felt  would be obvious to all members of this Assely. As a matter of fact, I had been under the 
impression that al l  major pol itical parties in  Canada supported the co-operative movement and 
recognized the enormous contribution co-operatives have made to the development of the Canad ian 
economy. 

During the most recent Federal election, the Co-operative Uni on of Canada canvassed a l l  Federal 
Party leaders for a statement on co-operatives, which resulted in an overwhelming vote of 
confidence in the co-operative movement. The Prime Minister respon ded by saying,  and I q uote: " I  
have long recogn ized the vital i mportance of co-operatives in  Canada and throughout the world .  I am 
aware, also, of the expansion and of the g rowing fi nancial strength of the Credit U nion movement 
and its past and future contribution to the economic development of our country. My personal 
interest in co-operatives and cred it unions stems from a deep bel ief in the underlying principles and 
ideals of sharing,  of co-operation of self help wl': ich ,  in today's world can no longer be viewed as 
elements of d istant Utopias but are essential to our very survival . Members of the co-operatives play a 
vital role as people of conscience and commitment, who are by thei r involvement i n  co-operatives, 
l iv ing the values and ethics which are based upon the realization that we are interdependant beings." 

The then leader of the New Democratic Party, David Lewis, stated: "Since its founding convention 
the New Democratic Party and before it the CCF has expressed its support for co-operative societies 
and cred it un ions. These organizations control led and supported by m i l l ions of Canad ians, have 
demonstrated in a convincing fashion that they can perform an essention function in the economic 
l ife of our country. They benefit both producers and consumers. Co-operative organizations of 
farmers and fishermen have helped provide income security for these major producer groups. 
Consumer co-operatives have combined efficient service and competitive prices to produce an 
alternative to privately owned monopolies and chain organizations. Cred it Un ions meet the very real 
f inancial needs of both rural and urban Canad ians. For these reasons, the extension of co-peratives 
and Credit Un ions organizations have been· and conti nues to be, an objective of the New Democratic 
Party." 

Real Caouette, the then leader of the Social Cred it Party stated h is party's stand on co-operatives 
by saying ,  and I quote: " I n  general, social creditors look favourably on co-operative development. 
Our party has always emphasized that the satisfaction of the ind ividual is  the whole purpose for 
which society exists." 
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And final ly, Robert Stanfield expressed h is  party's support in recognition of the co-operative 
movement by stat ing, and I quote: "As this party's legislative and committee record clearly shows we 
have long been a staunch al ly of Canada's co-operatives and cred it un ions and their members. We 
have long appreciated and continue just as firmly to value the principles embod ied in these 
movements, thei r basic methods of operation and the good they do to our society and economy by 
providing broad, reasonably priced services in al l  reg ions of Canada." 

These statements of intent by al l  major pol itical parties in  Canada ind icate to me that the 
encouragement of co-operative enterprise is a pol icy which al l  parties support and that therefore co­
operatives stand above ideolog ical pol itical considerations. For these reasons, Mr. Chai rman, it was 
profoundly shocking to me to hear the remarks of the Leader of the Conservative Party here in this 
province on the issue of co-ops. I n  a television interview last December, the Leader of the Opposition 
conveyed to the people of Man itoba the impression that co-operatives are socia l ist organ izations 
and that the h taxpayer's money is bei ng wasted by the Government of Man itoba in  the 
encouragement of co-operative enterprise. This statement is  an insult to the one-third of Man itobans 
who, as members and d i  rectors of co-operative organ izations, have ded icated their time and effort to 
making thei r co-operative a successful undertaking.  The impl ications of the member's statements 
are very serious hndeed, Mr. Chairman. 

I wi l l  read the text of the member's remarks, so that they are recorded for everyone to scrut in ize in 
the records of this Assembly and I quote: "I  think the main priority in  Man itoba today in  terms of the 
admin istration of publ ic affai rs is to restore a sane, sensib le, common sense government to the 
province We haven't had that for the last six or seven years. We have been off on sort of an emotional 
NOP binge for spending the taxpayer's money on, as I 've mentioned before, government operated 
enterprise such as, p lanes, buses. Now I understand that they've got what - $50,000 invested in a co­
op form of g rocery store in St. Boniface. To try out something that the British experience and a l l  other 
social ist experience has taught us just don't work." M r. Chai rman , this statement is  not only an insu lt 
to the many thousand of co-operative members and thei r organizations, it is also erroneous and 
mislead ing .  The member said that we have $50,000 invested in  a co-operative organ ization. Doesn't 
he know that in co-operatives, people, the members provide the investment capital to finance the 
enterprise. The government does not have $50,000 invested in a d i rect charge co-op in th is city. Over 
$50,000 in share capital has been subscribed by the members of this organization and, undoubted ly, 
by the t ime they are in operation the amount wi l l  be h igher. Then what is the government doing to 
assist Boni Co-op in becoming establ ished. 

Wel l ,  f irstly, we have provided a g rant of $1 5,000to the group to help them defray a portion of thei r 
start up cost. Furthermore, our department and Federated Co-op, each have ag reed to guarantee the 
lease of the premises up to $50,000 during the fi rst two years of operation.  We do not anticipate these 
guarantees wi l l  have to be honoured. However, without some kind of guarantee it is obvious, Mr.  
Chai rman, that a group of local citizens wou ld be hard pressed to find and obtain su itable premises 
for their operation. These measures are not intended to finance the business in q uestion, rather they 
are intended to remove some of the barriers to entry that co-operatives and, in fact, many other 
locally in itiated businesses are faced with when they attempt to penetrate an establ ished market. But 
the m isi nterpretation of the facts in this case, Mr. Chai rman, bad enough as it is  is of less importance 
than the member's generalization about co-operative enterprise. I am astounded that any publ ic 
figure wou ld attempt to l ink  co-operatives with a particular pol itical ph i losophy. And by the way, Mr.  
Chairman, I q uote the Honourable Member from Sou ris-Ki l larney, an interview that he had with 
Bruce Graham, CKY-TV, December 30th, 1 976. Furthermore I am astounded to hear the Leader of the 
Conservative Party, h is statement that co-operatives don't work. I can hardly bel ieve that any 
member, particularly a rural member, wou ld have such a d istorted and un informed view of co­
operative enterprise. 

Perhaps he l inks co-operatives with the ph i losophy of th is government because they don't fit in  
with h is own pol itical th ink ing.  Th is  does not su rprise me because whi le the  Conservatives pay l i p  
service to co-operative enterprise, their  action wh i le  they were in  power clearly demonstrated that 
they did everything,  Mr. Chai rman, everything possible to d iscou rage and thwart co-operative 
undertakings. They went so far as to prohi bit munic ipal ities, school d ivisions, and other publ ic  
institutions by legislation' if  you please, from obtain ing financial services from the credit union 
movement. Even the Co-operative Promotion Board establ ished by an Act of this Leg islative 
Assembly to encourage co-operative enterprise, was precluded , M r. Chai rman, from using the 
services of a credit un ion to hand le its financial affa irs. 

Shortly after we took office in  1 969, we amended the leg islation to remove these arbitrary and 
unfair practices on the use of cred it u n ions by these institutions. 

What I can conclude from this is  that while co-operatives should receive tangib le support from a l l  
spheres in  the pol itical realm, they d id not under the previous Conservative admin istration and they 
woul d  not, Mr. Chai rman , if  ever that same admin istration would be returned to power. This I can say 
without doubt because of thei r record and because the leader has stated that he th inks co-operatives 
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are Socia l ist and that they don't work. I can now understand why many of the member's constituents 
in Sou ris-Ki l larney were so reluctant to see h im as thei r representative. 

The co-operative movement has very deep roots in the rural areas, Mr. Chairman, �s it was there 
among the farmers that the early co-operatives i n  this province were established. I suppose that if the 
member had been Premier at that t ime, he wou ld  have told the organizers of United Gfain Growers 
and the Man itoba Pool Elevators that their ideas were unworkable, that the grain busirwss should qe 
left to the experts in the Grain Exchange and that farmers could  not own and operate co�operative 
businesses to handle and market their grai n .  This position would be entirely consistent with the 
positio n  he is  taking on co-operative enterprise today. H istory wou ld have proved him wrong then 
just as it wil l  now because people have demonstrated clearly that they are capable of managing thei r 
affairs democratical ly through co-operative organizations. 

The proof, Mr. Chairman, is  in  the resu lts. About 70 percent of a l l  g rain grown in Canada is  
hand led by co-operatives. Over half  of  the dairy products are handled by co-operatives. One 
Canadian in  three is  a member of a cred it u nion or caisse populaire. About one-third of the production 
input of agricultu ral i ndustry is  handled by co-operatives. Co-operatives in western Canada 
successful ly operate their own refinery, chemical p lants, l umber mi l ls ,  machi nery and manufac­
turing p lants, all major employers and taxpayers. 

In Man itoba, Mr. Chairman, the successes of the co-operative movement are even more apparent 
than on the national scene. Eighty-two retai l  co-operatives provide consumer goods and services to 
some 1 39 ,000 members. Three dairy and poultry co-operatives serve some 5,000 farmers. Twenty­
one f ishing co-operatives serve some 1 ,000 fishermen successful ly .  Twenty-one day care co­
operatives provide day care for ch i ldren of some 900 parent-members. Two health care co­
operatives provide health care for some 655 members. Twenty-two housing co-operatives provide 
housing for some 1 ,600 fami l ies. Four manpower co-operatives provide jobs for some 600 people. 
Forty-seven co-operatives provide leisure activity for almost 4,000 fami l ies. Approximately 200 credit  
un ions and caisses populaires with assets of $750 mi l l ion provide financial services for the i r  almost-
300,000 members. Farmers have organized thei r own machinery manufacturing firm, Co-operative 
Implements, one of the only businesses of th is  k ind owned by farmers in the world .  More and more, 
Mr. Chairman, interest is  being shown dai ly by the people of this province in meet ing their own needs 
through the self-help method of form ing co-operatives. 

I could  go on and on d iscussing the accompl ishments of ord inary people thro1Jgh thei r co­
operative organizations to i l l ustrate that there can be no doubt in anyone's m ind that co-operative 
enterprise does work and that people are capable of manag ing their own affai rs where there is that 
wi l l  to provide for one's self. And yet, Mr. Chairman, despite a l l  this evidence of success, the Leader of 
the Opposition has proclaimed that co-operatives are Social ist organizations and therefore don't 
work. 

I th ink ,  Mr. Chai rman, i t  is time that the Progressive Conservative Party clarified its stand on the 
issues issue of co-ops. You have their Honourable Leader saying that Go-operatives are Social ists 
and then you have other members from that s ide of the House stand i ng up and extol l i ng the v i rtues of 
co-operatives and private enterprise. 

Let me just g ive you a few examples. Last year when we were d iscussing the new Co-operative 
Act, even the Member for Lakeside got up and talked about the v irtues of co-operative enterprise. He 
said, and I quote, "Yes, it is private because a co-op is a g roup of private ind ividuals decid i ng their 
own futures."  The q uote is  June 7, 1 976, Hansard , Page 4680. 

And during the same debate the Member for Rock Lake g ot up,  and referring to the government 
phi losophy of people getting together and forming co-operatives, "I want to say to them that they are 
wrong."  That quote is  June 7 again ,  Hansard , Page 4686. 

And so, Mr. Chai rman , this is why I contend that the Conservatives are total ly w ithout pr inciple 
when it comes down to co-operative development. When they talk to the media, co-operatives a.re 
some kind of Social ist invention brought out by the present government. However, back i n  their own 
,constituencies and talk ing to many hundred constituents who are members of co-operative 
organ izations, co-operatives and cred it unions, members of organ izations of people trying to help 
themselves as part of the free enterprise system . . . .  Now gentlemen opposite, I ask you:  Which is 
i t? What does you r  party real ly stand for as far as co-operative development is  concerned? Are we to 
bel ieve the Member for Sou ris-Ki l larney or the Member for Lakeside or do you really have a position 
at all on the matter? 

I th ink ,  Mr. Chairman , the record of the Conservative Party speaks for itself. It shows what k ind of 
private enterprise the Conservatives are prepared to support. The Member for Rock Lake when 
d iscussing the new co-op legislation at the last session said ,  and I quote, " I  th ink  that peop le, whether 
they belong to co-operatives or whether they bel ieve in free enterprise and forming a private 
operation or busi ness of their own, should have equal consideration when it comes to deal ing with 
government." That was a q uote on June 7,  1 976, Hansard, Page 4686. 
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May I point out the fal lacy in th is  statement, Mr. Chai rman . No one with any knowledge can deny 
that co-operatives are part of the free enterprise system. Perhaps he meant private enterprise but 
then the Member for Lakeside said that co-operatives are a form of private enterprise. Gentlemen, get 
your statements in order. 

Look at what his party did when they were in  power. They d i d  everyth ing they cou ld  to actual ly 
thwart the co-operative enterprise th rough legislat ion. There was no agency with in  the government 
with a mandate to encourage and promote co-operative enterprise. The only service they provided to 
co-operatives was to register them as companies. What kind of equal consideration did co-operative 
organizations wh ich are owned and operated by the people of Manitoba, a major portion of the 
electorate and taxpayers al l ,  get from the previous Conservative government? They got no 
consideration. 

What k ind of enterprise d id the previous Conservative government support, Mr.  Chairman? Al l  
you had to do,  again only as an example, is to f ind out and to refer to the report of  the Comm ission of 
Inqu i ry on CFI .  The government had canvassed over 1 00 companies to i nvest in northern Manitoba 
and had been tu rned down by all of them . Undaunted by this ,  they ran an advertisement promis ing u p  
to $ 1 00 mi l l ion t o  f inance, and I quote, "Operation I nd ustrial Breakthrough."  The Commission 
concludes, Mr. Chai rman , and I quote: 

"The Government of Man itoba was unwise to advertise as they d id  in J u ly, 1 965, that $ 1 00 rn i l l ion 
was avai lable to finance Operation I ndustrial Breakthrough.  Pulp and paper was part of  the 
breakthough and the government had already received the answer that private enterprise was 
unwi l l ing to i nvest. To advertise as they d id was to solicit the i nterest of profiteers and of development 
racketeers." 

That is the Report of the Commission of Inqu i ry i nto CFI ,  page 1 91 1 .  
A MEMBER: They cal l that rugged ind ividual ism if you use somebody's money. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. 
MR. TOUPIN: The ad itself shows, Mr. Chairman, the kind of reckless abandon with which the 

previous government set about to develop new industry in this provi nce but the actions which 
fol lowed were even more damaging to the people of th is province. An informal committee of Cabinet 
composed of Robl in ,  Evans, Steinkopf and you , the Honourable Leader of the Opposition of today, 
conducted the negotiations with Oscar Reiser in September, 1 965, which negotiations led to 
acceptance of Monaco's proposal. The Cabinet made no adequate inqu i ries about the bona tides of 
Oscar Reiser or the investment g roup he claimed to represent. In agreeing to deal with the 
representative of unknown Swiss principals the Cabinet g roup acted unwisely and laid the 
foundation of the fraudulent activities that later occurred . I quote CFI Inqu i ry Commission Report, 
Page 1 91 2: 

'There was no cei l i ng in the amount of the loan to be made by the fund and the rate of interest of 
the loan was fixed . This was the k ind of deal that unknown Swiss principals could expect from the 
government." 

Mr.  Chai rman , co-operatives could expect: What? Noth ing.  -( Interjection)- Mr. Cha i rman, I 
would wish that the honourable member, my colleag ue, would wait h is turn . 

Actions such as these, Mr. Chairman, deserve to be referred to as an emotional binge to say the 
least. Our efforts to assist and encourage co-operative enterprise do not. Ours are the actions of a 
responsib le government trying to make it possible for people to work together to provide themselves 
with goods and services at a reasonable cost. We, Mr. Chairman, support co-operatives, not because 
they are referred to as Social ist by the opposition,  co-operatives, as we all know, are open to all races, 
creeds, thoughts and pol it ical practices. They take a non-political approach .  J ust try to place a 
pol itical notice in a co-operative anywhere in this province and see what happens. Co-operatives 
transcend, Mr. Chairman, pol it ics altogether because co-operatives are a means by which the 
average person can participate in  a meaningfu l way in  the economic development of our province. 
We bel ieve that the opportunity to participate in co-operatives should be open to al l .  We bel ieve that 
government should encourage co-operative development as a superior form of economic 
organ ization. Therefore, wh i le we bel ieve in increasing opportunit ies for the average citizen,  the 
Conservative Party bel ieves in  creating opportunities for a select few in  the big business sector. 

I am convinced, Mr. Chairman, that this attitude on the part of the Conservative Party of Man itoba 
has not changed and wi l l  not change despite any suggestion to the contrary. In fact j ust a few months 
ago the Member for Rob l in  was quoted as saying that, and I q uote: 

"The co-op movement is one of the wealthiest groups in the country. Retai l  co-ops can handle 
thei r own affai rs very, very capably' presumably without any encou ragement from government." 

But the more amazing comment came a bit later when the same member was q uoted as saying 
that he d id not favour credit un ions getting into the bank ing business. He apparently said that there 
were enough banks in the field a lready. I can only conclude that the Member for Robl in feels that he 
should represent the interests of the handful of bankers who manage the present banking system and 
not the thousands of co-operative and credit un ion members who though their co-op organization 
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have decided to seek the establ ishment of the North land Bank. 
Th is government, Mr. Chairman, had no problem in decid ing which group to support and we 

provided every encouragement to the Western Co-operative and Cred it U n ion Organ izations in  their  
bid to form Northland Bank.  I bel ieve, Mr.  Chai rman , it is  fai r to say that the people of this province 
wi l l  judge these actions and I th ink that when they do so, the al most-300,000 cred it  union members, 
the 1 39,000 consumer co-op members, the 5,000 dairy and pou ltry producer-mem bers, the 3,500 
members of recreational ,  social and cultural co-operatives, in fact al l the members of the co­
operative organizations in this province wi l l  recogn ize that their interests are not represented by the 
Conservative Party in  this province but they wi l l  react as i ndivid uals, not because of some mystic, 
social ist ic force al luded to by the members of the opposition. 

Mr.  Chai rman, the 1 977-78 Estimates of the Department of Co-operative Development tota l i ing 
some $ 1 , 634,000 reaff irm this government's commitment to the fostering of co-operative 
development in Manitoba. With the implementation of the new Co-operative Act and the introduction 
of the new Credit Un ions Act at this session of the Leg islature, I bel ieve we have laid a sol id 
foundation for the development of co-operative i nstitutions in  Man itoba. One of the Department of 
Co-operative Development's major objectives in the coming year wi l l  be the i nterpretation and 
exploration of these new pieces of legis lation to co-operative organizations in  Man itoba. 

In concert with th is, the department wi l l  i ntensify its efforts to provide the i nformation on co­
operatives to all Man itobans by placing increased emphasis on the development of the departmental 
I nformation and Communications Program. All branches of the department wi l l  co-operate in the 
produCtion of materials to communicate the co-operative message to Man itobans and inform 
Manitobans of the potential applications and benefits of the co-operative formula. 

With in the expend itu re restraint gu idel ines establ ished by the government, the Department of 
Co-operative Development wi l l  continue to develop and implement programs to further the 
development of the co-operative movement in  Manitoba. Specifical ly, the department wi l l  continue 
to provide organizational and admin istrative support to a group of Winn ipeg consumers in  their  
efforts to develop a d i rect charge co-operative. 

The government, Mr. Chairman, is unshaken in its bel ief that th is  form of retai l i ng  can provide real 
savings to moderate income consu mers and large fami l ies as is wel l  worthy of government support. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hour being 4:30' Private Members' Hour, in accordance with our Rule 1 9(2) , 
I am leaving the Chai r to return at 8:00 p .m.  this even ing .  
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' HOUR 

M R. SPEAKER: Order please. The fi rst item Thu rsday on Private Members' Hour is Pub l ic B i l ls. 
B i l l  No. 9, the Honou rable Member for Fl i n  Flon . 

MR. CHERNIACK: Stand , Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. B i l l  No. 1 7, the Honourable Member for Portage la Prairie. 
MR. G. JOHNSTON: Stand . 

BILL (NO. 37) - AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT TO INCORPORATE HELLER-NATOFIN 
(WESTERN) LTD. 

MR. SHAF presented NSKY Bi l l  No. 37, An Act to amend An Act to I ncorporate Hel ler-Natofin 
(Western) Ltd . ,  for second read ing .  

MOTION presented. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Meer for Rad isson.  
MR. SHAFRANSKY: Mr. Speaker, Hel ler-Natofin (Western) Ltd . was incorporated by a special Act 

in 1 964 under the name of Tri -State Mortgage Corporation. A year ago I introduced an amendment to 
that Act to establish it under this new name of Hel ler-Natofin (Western) Ltd . 

Since the last app l ication to the Leg islature, the Corporations Act of Man itoba has come into 
effect. As a resu lt of the provisions of the new Corporations Act, particu larly as it relates to private 
lending institutions, there appears to be no reason whatsoever for Hel ler-Natofin  Ltd. to continue to 
be incorporated by a private Act. I n  fact it appears m uch desirable for the com pany to be 
incorporated as if it were orig inal ly incorporated under the Corporations Act. The reason for this is  
relatively straightforward. 

Hel ler-Natofin (Western) Ltd . ,  through its associated and aff i l iated companies, carries on 
business in all provinces of Canada with the substantive extent of its business being carried on in the 
provinces of British Colu mbia, Ontario and Quebec. Man itoba, Mr. Speaker, appears to be the only 
j urisd iction today to al low private lending companies to be free of the red tape of government 
supervision . The reason for this resu lts from the amendments to the Corporations Act wh ich, in  
effect, takes the view that private lend ing compan ies need not have their investments supervised by 
the government as they are i nvesting the money of thei r shareholders rather than the pub I ic .  Because 
of this anomaly it is the i ntention of the Hel ler-Natofin (Western) Ltd .  to import substantial portions of 
their operations carried on in other provinces to Man itoba with the intent that the companies wou l d  
then a l l  be amalgamated with Hel ler-Natofin (Western) Ltd. and form one large lending institution i n  
Manitoba. 

Under the current provisions of the Corporations Act however, companies i ncorporated by 
special Act may not be amalgamated with other corporations. That is the chief thrust of the current 
appl ication,  namely to restore Natofin (Western) Ltd. to the status of an ordi nary corporation in order 
that the imported corporations may then be amalgamated . 

I n  passing it might become obvious that should the importation and amalgamation be completed 
this would bring a large institutional lend ing business into Man itoba. Mr. Speaker, the legal counsel 
for Hel ler-Natof in (Western) Ltd. wi l l  be avai lable when this b i l l  goes to Committee to answer any 
other q uestions that may arise as a result of this b i l l  passing  second reading .  

MR.  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Morris. 
MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the Member for Lakeside, that debate be 

adjourned. 
MOTION presented and carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 1 1  

MR. SPEAKER: Now we are down to Private Members' Resolutions. We have Resol ution 1 1  as the 
fi rst one on the prog ram. The Honourable Min ister for Consumer and Corporate Affai rs. 

MR. TOUPIN: Mr. Speaker, I had held this for my colleague from Point Douglas .  
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member from Point Doug las. 
MR. MALINOWSKI: Thank you , Mr. Speaker. I appreciate the expertise of the Honou rable 

Member for Fort Rouge. I am aware that he has devoted considerable study to u rban renewal and 
u rban planning. I reg ret it very much that he is  not in  h is seat at the moment. 

I cannot claim any outstanding credentials in this field general ly but I bel ieve I am wel l qual ified to 
deal with the resol ution before us because it concerns most of my constituency and the area I have 
l ivad in .  I am qu ite fami l iar with this area and I also know what the present government has done for 
th is  area. 

The Member for Fort Rouge tries to make the point that publ ic  works are not the way to rebui ld  the 
inner core area. I would agree with h im that publ ic works are not the complete answer but I cannot 
understand his reason for objecti ng to such publ ic works. Rebui ld ing the inner core of many 
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Canad ian cities is a tremendous job. We have over 900,000 unemployed in Canada. What couid be 
more desi rable than necessary publ ic works? What could be more beneficial to the people than 
usefu l publ ic  projects that would improve our cities and towns? I wish I knew how we could get the 
Federal Liberal Government involved in a massive publ ic works program to put some of the 
unemployed to work. 

Mr.  Speaker, I am fami l iar with some of the biggest publ ic  projects of our time. I am fami l iar with 
the redevelopment that took place in Britain after the war when much of London and other cities had 
to be rebui lt. I know about the vast bui ld ing projects that had to be carried out in  my own former 
homeland .  As you know, many cities in Po land and the rest of Europe had been reduced to rubble 
and have since been rebu i lt. And only one city, Mr. Speaker, Warsaw, after the uprising in  1 944 was 
destroyed 85 percent, 85 percent, and now is rebui lt. Compared to those enormous bu i ld ing projects 
in war-divested Europe and Asia, the rebu i ld ing of the inner core of Winn ipeg shou ld be considered 
chi ld 's p lay. But, if my honourable friend, the Member for Fort Rouge, is w i l l ing to th ink big ,  I have a 
few big ideas of my own . But my b ig ideas of rebui ld ing wou l d  involve the Federal Liberal government 
to a far greater deg ree than this i mag i native Liberal government is  wi l l i ng  to go. 

The national leader of the New Democratic Party has suggested many times in the House of 
Commons that the Liberal government, in co-operation with provincial governments, launch a 
massive bu i ld ing and redevelopment program. This wou ld take care of the decaying core areas of 
many Canad ian cities. Th is wou l d  greatly improve the l iv ing conditions of the people in these areas. It 
wou l d  also employ thousands of workers in useful productive work. 

But, M r. Speaker, publ ic projects on this scale cal l  for a federal government of imagination and 
daring .  As it is,  we have a Liberal Prime Min ister who tel ls  young Canad ians if they can't find jobs in 
Canada, let them go to some other cou ntry. Al l honourable members who are around my age or older 
wil l remember that sending the unemployed out to some other country is the way Liberal and 
Conservative governments in  the past have solved the unemployment problem. During the 
depression in  the '30s there was close to a m i l l ion unemployed in Canada. No jobs could be found for 
them either in govern ment projects or in private industry. Then, d u ring the war, close to a mi l l ion men 
and some women were put in  the armed forces. They were equipped with the most expensive 
equ i pment, war p lanes, tanks, sh ips, g uns and other things.  With th is  equ ipment they were sent to 
Italy, France, Germany' Hong Kong and other countries. At that time no q uestions were asked as to 
where the money woul d  come from to finance such a big enterprise. Today, when our national New 
Democratic leader asked the Liberal Government to embark on a rebu i ld ing program, on a much 
more modest scale, it is bei ng dismissed as being f inancial ly impossible. 

Young people are not bei ng offered jobs to help develop and improve cond itions in  Canada. They 
were told by our Li beral Prime Min ister to go away to some other country to f ind jobs. 

Mr.  Speaker, I hope you did not consider this a d igression from the issue before us. I just mention 
all this so that my honourable friend ,  the Member for Fort Rouge, wi l l  know that when we consider 
redeveloping the core area of our city, we cannot count on the kind of assistance we would expect 
from a wise federal government. 

A MEMBER: Baloney. 
MR. MALINOWSKI: Maybe we wi l l get nothing but baloney, I agree with the Honourable Member 

for Portage la Prairie.  The Member for Fort Rouge seems to suggest that exist ing provincial programs 
are insufficient. He also i nferred that these programs run contrary to the wishes of inner city 
residents themselves. But I want to point out, M r. Speaker, there are many examples of provincial ly­
funded programs in which residents play a major role in determin ing the location of funds. For 
example, the city relocates funds provided under the Special Munici pal Loans Program for many 
projects which are proposed by community committees. Also the projects funded under the newly 
started I nner City Employment Program are bei ng based upon proposals by a l l  i nterested local 
commun ity organizations. Al l of these participate in the d iscussions of these projects . 

. I am most fami l iar with the situation in my own .. community otnorth Point Doug las. This is the 
renewal activity carried on under the three level cost-shared Neighbou rhood Improvement. In  my 
view this is  one of the best examples of the democratic constitution process in  effect with regard to 
inner city renewal. 

For the benefit of all honourable members, I w i l l  g ive just a bit of backg round i nformation on this.  
North Point Douglas is  one of the four Winn ipeg committed areas for which a total of $16 m i l l ion has 
been committed for u rban renewal. Of this, the provincial government contribution wi l l  be some $4 
m i l l ion.  I n  my own constituency, Mr. Speaker, $3 1/2 m i l l ion has been committed. 

I wou ld l i ke to mention here the work al ready completed or taking place. This project includes 
parks, recreation, municipal services and home improvement. Munic ipa l  works have included street 
construction, street resurfacing,  patchwork, l i ne improvement, bou levards, sidewalks and curb 
repairs. Improvements have also been made in street l ighting and road widen ing .  

I am also g lad to point out ,  Mr.  Speaker, that extensive i mprovements have been made to existing 
parks and playground faci l ities constructed for young chi ldren. I shou ld also mention that a 
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recreation association has recently been formed. This association is overseeing further im­
provements to recreation faci l i ties in  that area. 

Another project is a Day Care Centre faci l i ty which has been constructed on the grounds of 
Mount Carmel Cl in ic  which is now in operation.  This has been founded by the Provincial 
Government. I want to emphasize, Mr. Speaker, that in a l l  this development and al l  other 
developments yet to be undertaken, the people in  that area are consu lted . The north Point Douglas 
residents have a voice in  this development through the Neighbourhood Improvement Committee. 
This group has had a major input in planning decision involved. At present that committee is  
p romoting the redevelopment of one of the orig inal i ndustrial sites in  Winn ipeg. That is  the site of the 
'Ju lcan I ron Works. 

The aim is to develop that i nto residential bu i ld ings. The committee has met with representatives 
of Man itoba Housing and Renewal Corporation to consider development of options for this and the 
other sites. The staff of Manitoba Housing and Renewal Corporation i ntend to work closely with the 
group toward meeti ng their objectives for a housing development. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to express my appreciation to the people servi ng on this committee. I bel ieve it 
is a tribute to thei r dedication and that of the three-level .government officials involved that we have 
secured the deg ree of co-operation necessary to the conti nu ing success of the program. 

The resol ution before us appears to be one of support of al l  the good work that Man itoba Housing 
and Renewal Corporation has done. And this agency surely deserves such a support. It has often 
been poi nted out that Man itoba has ranked number one in the recent years among al l  provinces in the 
per capita provision of hous ing .  In the last seven years 1 1 ,000 fami ly  and senior citizen housing un its 
have been completed. In add ition, there was rehabil itation work done on some 30,000 units under the 
Home Repair Program since 1 972. 

I must also point out that of the 1 ,500 un its committed by the Manitoba Housing and Renewal 
Corporation, 800 are to be developed in the inner city. 

As a clergman I get around into the homes of many people in  my constituency. My constituency 
has many poor people in the low income groups. Good homes are important to a good community 
l ife. I am very pleased, Mr. Speaker, to provide that s ince 1969 the New Democratic Party Government 
has spent $250 mi l l ion to provide better housing for the people, and I am sure the people who have 
d i rectly benefited from better housing are even more pleased that th is  government has made it 
possible for them to l ive in g reater comfort and d ign ity. 

In his speech on this resol ution the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge questioned the wisdom of 
the government and its expenditures for government office bu i ld ings. Apparently he bel ieves more of 
those have been bui l t  than are needed. Mr.  Speaker, I would not condone the spending of money on 
bu i ld ings that are not needed whether they are government bui ld ings or private business bu i ld ings. 
There is  no evidence that we have more government bu i ld ings than we need, but there is plenty of 
evidence that private business is spending an excessive amount of money in  erecting more business 
offices than we need . 

Some t ime ago there was a news item i n  the press showing that Vancouver had more office space 
than they knew what to do with. And a few weeks ago there was an item in Wi nn ipeg papers that 
probably we had more empty office space here than in Vancouver and sti l l  many more business office 
bu i ld ings are being erected. 

You may also recal l that even 1 0  years ago a Royal Commission Report indicated we had far more 
shopping centres and supermarkets and other shopping faci l i ties than we need. I mention this 
matter, Mr.  Speaker, because I feel the busi ness commun ity should show g reater responsib i l ity in  
redeveloping the neglected i nner core of the  city. Some of them, the huge i nvestments go ing  i nto 
excessive office and shopping bu i ld ings should be devoted to bu i ld ing up and improving those areas 
of the city where th is  is vital ly needed. Mr. Speaker, I 'm not happy to see so many new office bu i ld ings 
going up i n  the southern part of the city near Broadway, whi le many good office bu i ld ings north on 
Portage or off Portage may be left empty. I mention in  particular the huge magnif icent office bui ld ing 
on Mai n Street that used to house the Bank of Commerce. This huge bu i ld ing has been empty s ince 
the Bank of Commerce moved into the Richardson Bui ld ing about 10 years ago. I am only a humble 
clergyman, I don't claim to know too much about matters of busi ness, but sti l l  I don't th ink there is  
much profit in  empty office bu i ld ings. 

M r. Speaker, if the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge had i nd icated in  h is resol ution how some 
of this money squandered in  excessive commercial bu i ld ings cou ld be d iverted to improve housing 
in  the inner core area, I wou ld have supported. I always appreciate the contribution of the 
Honourable Member for Fort Rouge. He no doubt has made a g reat study of urban renewal. I have 
carefu l ly considered the resolution and the speech he made on it but frankly I see noth ing in the 
proposals he put forward that wou ld be an i mprovement over the government solving of problems in 
this area. 

He has suggested that people in thei r area should have more say in determin ing the k ind of 
p rojects. I had indicated earl ier that the people are already involved in the g reatest extent poss ib le in  
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the decision-making.  He has suggested some changes i n  the manner of financing, but I cannot see 
how this would be an improvement over exist ing methods. It certainly wouldn't increase the amount 
of f inancing.  

He has also suggested the formation of special agencies such as Commun ity Economic 
Development Corporation. This wou ld  g ive us another agency, the CEDC, to be added to the MHRC, 
this wou ld  g ive us more alphabet soup.  But I fai l  to see, Mr.  Speaker, how this wou ld  be a way to 
improve the work carried out by existing agencies. I can see that my time . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member's time is  up .  
MR. MALINOWSKI:  Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Does the honourable member have leave to carry on? The Honourable Member 

for Sturgeon Creek. I 
MR. F. JOHNSTON: Thank you , Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I sometimes wonder why the Member 

for Fort Rouge puts in  resqlutions such as th is. There is every opportunity to d iscuss this part icular 
resolution with in  the confines of the Estimates of th is  House. And at the present time when h is  
suggestions, wh i le  he  spoke on i t ,  was used to berate the government for the hous ing plans and 
everyth ing in  the inner city, and that can also be done very easi ly and very thoroughly on the debate 
of the Estimates. 

As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, I th ink that this resol ution with these suggestions in them cou ld  
be much better done on the Estimates and would be more satisfactorily done because you can have a 
debate going back and forth with the person and get your answers much better and get your points 
across much better. So one would wonder why the resol ution comes forward other than to just get u p  
and make a long speech about the i nner core area which I agree has problems, and t h e  housing, etc. ,  
i n  the i nner core area should be looked at. And as I said ,  we wi l l  be looking at them. 

And the member that just spoke to us takes the opportun ity to use the resolution to praise the 
government as is  always done by the members of the other side when there's a resolution presented. 
And I say, Mr. Speaker, I bel ieve the member is  very s incere in what he says, and he has stud ied it very 
clearly. 

Mr.  Speaker, I don't i ntent to remain long on it because there are other p laces to debate this. But 
the actual resol ution says to set up a Community Economic Development Corporation, and I don't 
know why we even need to do that, we have that at the present time in this province i n  a s imi lar nature 
with MHRC. I f  there's going to be a branch of a government organization opened up to take care of 
th is  specif ic type of th ing,  there does not have to be a creation of a Commun ity Economic 
Development Corporation. 

Mr.  Speaker, the estab l ishment of the u rban development bank, if the member could possibly 
th ink back,  I bel ieve and I think al l the members in  this House know that the Treasury Branches are 
avai lable to th is  govern ment. It has been passed by this House and you don't really need to start u p  
and estab l ish a n  u rban development bank. The authority is  there for the government at the present 
t ime to do anyth i ng of this nature. So you know we can't really p i le another bank upon another bank .  
And they establ ished the Home Repai r Program to  be funded by the bank. We have in  the  province at 
the present t ime a Home Repair Program, that if it has to be expanded and supported by other 
f inancing from Treasu ry Branch or government funds, the authority is  already there for the 
government to do al l of these th ings as far as th is  resol ution is  concerned . And that is  what the 
resolution says and as our side of the House we certa in ly can 't support the setting up of more 
corporations. I say to you this, Mr. Speaker, that I have to say what I said before about setting up new 
corporations and Min istries, with this government and its power it is l i ke having it rai n  for another six 
years in the Province of Man itoba. 

There's no way that this government shou ld  be al lowed or should even th ink  of setting up more 
departments and more corporations to get this province more confused than they are at the present 
t ime. 

A M EMBER: : I would  sure l i ke some rain ,  for instance, now. 
MR. F. JOHNSTON: So, Mr. Speaker, our position on the b i l l  is  very clearly this; that this side of 

the House if the Min isters wi l l  answer questions better than we had a couple of n ights ago and if we 
have Min isters who wi l l  present thei r  department programs better than the M i nister did this 
afternoon,  and tell us what the programs are i nstead of using thei r introduction of Estimates to berate 
the opposition and talk about the government, we'd be very happy to have that happen and we wi l l  
examine and bring up points that we are supposed to bring u p  as an opposition on the Estimates, if 
the government Min isters wi l l  a l low us to do that. I th ink that many of them could take some train ing 
from some of  the Min isters over there who have done a good job. 

So we, Mr. Speaker, wi l l  debate the housing in the housing Estimates; and we do not agree and we 
cannot agree to the setti ng up of more corporations and banks and funds and this thing as far as this 
government is concerned . And really if they want to do it, they have the authority to do it at the 
present time. Thank you .  
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister for Publ ic Works. 
MR. DOERN: Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, I 'm  certa in ly g lad that I stayed this afternoon and have a chance 

to participate i n  that debate. I 've l i stened to the Member for Sturgeon C reek for about eight years and 
I don't think I ever agreed with him on anyth ing,  but this afternoon he has made a few points that I 
certainly concur in .  

He said, in  essence, that the ideas put  forward by the Member for . Fort Rouge were real ly not 
m;.;essary and not very good, and I agree with h im on that. Then he said that he also felt that we have 
the present mechan isms and government agencies to be able to carry the k ind of programs being 
tal ked about and that it isn't necessary to establ ish new ones, and I agree with h im on that particular 
point as wel l .  

I th ink  that most members of  the Legislature, i f  not  a l l ,  wou ld agree that possi bly the  greatest 
problem that we are facing today is unemployment and that perhaps there has been a sh ift, over the 
past year or so, from inflation to employment or unemployment. And that our attention if it hasn't 
been focussing on that is going to in  the next year or two. It w i l l  be very interest ing l istening to reports 
of the federal budget tonight and then seeing what our government comes up with i n  its budget 
proposals to counter what is probably the most serious problem in the country today. 

I'm always sort of amused at the speeches of the Member for Fort Rouge and I have so much 
material on his two related resol utions, eleven and twelve, that I i ntend to save some of it for when he 
returns. But I recal l ,  and I have to mention in  passing,  that when the A I B  fi rst establ ished and the 
whole emphasis of the federal program was on saving money and budgeting money and tigten ing 
down the economy, and so on,  one of the f irst th ings that they had to do was to go out and get 1 00,000 
square feet of space. They had to establish a program. They had to have physical space to put in  
several hundred employees so that they could function. Practically the  f irst action of  the  Federal 
Government was to go out and lease and pay government money, tax money, for the rental of space 
wh ich presumably was vacant or avai lable in the Ottawa area. 

If I was trying to put my finger on the endless resolutions and rhetoric of the Member for Fort 
Rouge, I th ink  that h is strength and his weakness are the same thing,  namely he is a pol itical scientist. 
He is not a politician , or at least not that good a pol itician and he is certa in ly no economist. He 
appears to know nothing whatsoever about economics and perhaps that's un l ike his previous leader. 
I don't know what the former leader 1 .H .  Asper knew about economics, presumably a great deal . He 
certa in ly knew a g reat deal about taxation and I suppose that he knew something about economics 
and he proved that he d idn't know anything about pol itics. So now we have the hei r apparent after the 
present Liberal leader goes on to his reward, to the bench where he is going to make a d i rect bee- l ine 
towards, after his short career is over and he acqu i res the b lack robes of office that I thin k  he 
deserves. I th ink he'd make a superb member of the jud iciary. We al l then have to look to the young 
dynam ic MLA for Fort Rouge assuming he is re-elected, because I th ink  that both the Tories and New 
Democrats intend to g ive him one strong run for h is money. 

But I say that his problem is that he knows political science, as a study, and that he real ly does not 
understand nor g rasp principles of economics.  So when the government is talk ing about budgets 
and fiscal pol icy and publ ic works which is a weapon ,  or a weapon in the arsenal to counter 
downturns in  the business cycle, to counter unemployment, as wel l  as to at any time provide needs, 
to f i l l  needs, to s imply al low the government to operate on the basis of its program. He seems to be 
com pletely u nfami l iar  with that whole compl icated field of economics. 

The other thing that he's most enamoured with are American ideas. And I suppose al l  of us have to 
be inf luenced , to some extent, by our g iant neighbou r to the south. And the thi ngs that I recal l  there 
are h is suggestions either impl icit or expl icit about the wonders of such things as social animators, 
which reminds me of the previous Liberal leader's g reat enthusiasm for referendums. This was 
someth ing that we used to hear from time to time, that this is  something for a referendum. We have to 
go back to the people, and so on.  A seeming inabi l ity . . .  -( I nterjection)- Yes, that was one of his 
economic proposals, monorai l .  I real ly thought that was an interesting one. And the monorail  from 
South I ndian Lake to Wi nn ipeg. That real ly would have been a technological feat. 

I th ink again that there seems to be a fai l u re on the part of our friends in the Liberal Party to real ly 
appreciate or understand the parliamentary system in which we operate. They seem to have no faith 
whatsoever in  the elected representatives. They seem to th ink that they are some sort of an isolated 
people who operate at great d istance from the people and it's only the people themselves, of course, 
that they trust. 

Wel l  of course, Mr. Speaker, we know what they have in mind.  I mean we know what is  at the back 
of thei r mind ,  namely that they are not in power therefore we have to get closer to the people.  And 
s ince the people real ly don't know what they want and requ i re some gu idance, that they wil l  then fi l l  
that role. That they wi l l  become social animators, o r  that they wi l l  tel l the social ani mators what to tel l  
the people and in  that way, of  course rather than l isten ing to  the  government, they wi l l  l isten to 
certai n members of the opposition, namely the Member for Fort Rouge who knows al l  and tel l s  a l l  that 
he knows about problems in the core area. 
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The members of the opposition in general ,  though,  and I say th is  in reference to the Official 
Opposition as wel l ,  they seem to think that there is someth ing wrong about publ ic works and publ ic 
housing because that's what the government is doing.  The government is attempti ng to impletnent 
programs in the core area of the city to solve the housing problems and to do something to improve 
the o ld rott ing u rban core of Winn ipeg. 

They think it's okay for the government to lease from private developers. They th ink that's fine. 
And that is the pol icy, of course, that they adopted. They d idn't want to have any new bui ld ings 
appearing on the horizon.  They wanted whatever space that they requ i red to be bu i lt by private 
developers or leased from existing bu i ld ing s. They feel that that is an excel lent program. It puts the 
money in  the hands of the people that they most respect, the people who own the blocks or develop 
the b locks and support the free enterprise party. 

So when it comes to th ings l i ke Trizec, that's okay. Trizec, that's okay. Leasing space, that's okay. 
Private developers bu i ld ing new bui ld ings, private developers taking on new projects, private 
developers bu i ld ing bui ld ings that can't be rented with empty space in them, that's okay. But the 
government, no the government can't bu i ld .  No sir. There's someth i ng wrong and pecul iar and 
foreign,  and as the Leader of the Opposition often says, un-Canad ian, social istic, about those kinds 
of ideas. We can't ·have that here. 

So I s imply say, Mr. Speaker, that unfortunately the Member for Fort Rouge who has a g rasp of a l l  
the latest in American pol it ical innovations, in  terms of social animators and that sort of  th ing,  does 
not have any appreciation for the economic thought of someone l i ke Galbraith or someone l i ke 
Keynes Even thoug h he seems to be somewhat attracted to American ideas, he by-passes the fact, I 
guess, that it was recently announced and is now apparently going through Congress that the new 
President of the Un ited States, J immy Carter, is promoti ng a package, a $48b i l l ion publ ic works 
project, a $4 b i l l ion package, to help put people back to work . Now it would be very interesting i ndeed 
to hear a comment from my friends opposite. I don't know how they regard President Carter or how 
they regard the Un ited States, whether they th ink the Un ited States is gal loping toward Social ism or 
whether the new president is  tainted , but I do draw that to their  attention that one of the great 
capital ist countries in the world is, I suppose, the greatest capital ist country i n  the world i n  terms of 
prosperity, in terms of trad it ion, in terms of economic power, is the Un ited States. And the United 
States is putting in a $48b i l l ion program to help do something about the unemployment in the United 
States of America. 

I wou ld also l i ke to point out in  passing that the Manitoba Archives Bui ld ing which we renovated 
and was a bu i ld ing that was bu i lt in the 1 930s by the Federal Government to try to encourage people 
to get back to work, to encourage and stimulate the construction industry, and I think everyone 
wou ld  agree that that is the k ind of project that there cou ld be or should be support for, that is a useful 
expenditure and one that most people wou l d  approve of. 

The Member for Sturgeon Creek and my colleague from Point Douglas both pointed out that 
there are exist ing prog rams, there are existi ng departments in the government, agencies that could 
in  fact accomplish everything that is mentioned in  this resolution .  MHRC can wel l  handle publ ic  
housing.  We have a Critical Home Repair Program and so on.  

So I th i nk,  Mr. Speaker, that although I could speak at m uch greater length, I f ind l ittle enthusiasm 
in  doing so s ince we have the support of the Official Opposition i n  th is regard and it looks l i ke about a 
35or 45-to-I vote and we are a l l  together on this particular issue. 

I wou ld l i ke to say this in conclusion, that it is a pecul iar thing when the Department of Publ ic 
Works goes throughout the province and meets with the representatives of the various counci ls ,  l i ke 
at Portage la Prai rie, we are treated extremely wel l .  We meet with the people. We d iscuss sites with 
them, et cetera. There seems to be a great positive reaction in  the commun ity. When we go to 
Dauph i n ,  the same sort of th ing.  When we move around -(I nterjection)- Wel l ,  you have you r 
bu i ld ings many years ago. You acqu i red that many years ago. I suppose in the Rob l in  days that 
bu i ld ing  was probably . . . .  -(Interjection)- Wel l ,  that is very interest ing.  Mr. Speaker, it is very 
interest ing that throughout Man itoba when the Provincial Government puts up a bu i ld ing ,  it is, I 
th ink ,  understood and appreciated. Somehow or other -(I nterjection)- No, not i n  the Chamber. 
Not so much in the Chamber. When you deal with the City of Winn ipeg, somehow or other there are 
people in the city, and I am not necessarily speaking of counci l lors now, but there are people in the 
city who somehow or other seem to th ink this is a terrib le th ing .  The government is  putt ing up a 
bu i ld ing to the detriment of the city. -( Interjection)- What does it do? It provides employment in the 
city. It provides the city with tax revenues. It provides the city with attractive, new,  modern faci l ities. 
And somehow or other they say they don't want it or  they don't need it or they want something else, 
and I hear those voices. Now those voices seem to emanate from the Liberal Party. The Member tor 
Fort Rouge, his buddy Arenson the lawyer, and then thei r associate Nick Ternette a sometimes New 
Democrat. So we are more than prepared, Mr. Speaker . . .  -( l nterjections)-

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 
MR. DOERN: . . .  to either put Mr. Ternette on waivers or to donate h im .  I speak on behalf of my 
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col leagues here. Perhaps I wi l l  be reprimanded for this but we are prepared to g ive - Nick Ternette -
so that when we look at that one TV channel instead of seeing those two separate programs which 
real ly belong together, the Charl ie  Hu band Show and the Ternette Report, we can then have a new 
show, the Huband-Ternette Report. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Member for M innedosa. 
MR. DAVID BLAKE: I wonder if the Min ister wou ld permit a q uestion. He was speaking about 

pub l ic bu i ld ings. I wonder if he might i nform the House when the publ ic  bu i ld ing across the way is 
goi ng to be un locked because when the bus was leaving tor Brandon tor the Royal Winter Fai r 
yesterday, there was a chap rel ievi ng h imself i n  the doorway and I just wonder if you might un lock it. 
-( l nterjections)-

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Does the Honourable Member tor Portage la Prairie have a q uestion 
also? 

MR. G. E. JOHNSTON: Yes. -( l nterjections)­
MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 
MR. G. E. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, the Min ister who just gave us such a moving speech made a 

statement that aroused my curiosity. He said that the New Democratic Party and the Conservative 
Party were going to field one strong candidate agai nst the Member for Fort Rouge. Is that a correct 
statement? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Publ ic Works. 
MR. DOERN: Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, I s imply said that I th ink  that the Member tor Fort Rouge is i n  

some trouble i n  h is own rid ing because I th ink that there wi l l  be two cand idates. We are not going to 
jo in forces. We are each going to run our own candidate and let the strongest one take it. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. Matthews. 
MR. WALLY JOHANNSON: Mr. Speaker, this resolution is a grab-bag of intel lectual garbage. It is  

one of the worst, most stupid resolutions I have ever seen d rafted and needless to say, Mr. Speaker, I 
am going to vote against it. Lest there be any doubt in that matter, I 'm going to vote against it. And I 'm 
going to vote against it because essential ly what the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge wants to do 
i s  place the rebui ld ing of the i nner core in the hands of Nick Ternette. Essential ly what the Member 
for Fort Rouge is  suggesting is that we place, we the elected government of Man itoba who have a 
mandate to the people of this province, be is asking us to p lace the job of rebu i ldi ng the i n ner core of 
Winn ipeg in the hands of Nick Ternette, and perhaps the urban institute i n  the City of Winn ipeg. 

Now Nick Ternette cannot get elected as a garbage col lector. Neither, Mr. Speaker . . .  -
( l nterjection)-

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 
MR. JOHANNSON: Mr. Speaker, essential ly what the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge is  

doing is he is  attacking the whole concept of responsible government. He is  suggesting that, and he 
says it i n  h is second whereas, "that we offer to the residents and city officials of  the inner city 
community financial incentives for the form of physical renewal they wou ld choose themselves, is 
more effective than programs chosen for them by the Provincial Government, because it bu i lds a 
sense of confidence and self-respect in the commun ity." 

He is asking us to place in  the hands of people who are not elected, who cannot get elected, p lace 
in the hands of these people the responsib i l ity of government. 

And, Mr. Speaker, we are not prepared to do that. We are not prepared to do that. The Honourable 
Member tor Fort Rouge may be prepared to do so because, Mr. Speaker, he can't get a government 
elected in  this province. He and his col leagues can elect three members. They cannot elect a 
government therefore they are suggesting that the government should abdicate its powers and p lace 
them in the hands of people who can't get elected. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a wonderful theory for those who can't get elected but it's not a theory, Mr.  
Speaker, that I can accept. And it is  not a theory, Mr. Speaker, that is conducive to democracy. In fact 
it is an attempt to undermine democracy. It is a basic attempt to undermine democracy. 

Mr. Speaker, the in ner city area has elected, without exception, NDP M LAs. The Honourable 
Member tor Point Douglas sits tor an inner city constituency. I sit for an i n ner city constituency. 
Perhaps my statement is a bit sweeping because if we expand the defi n ition we wi l l  bring in Wolseley 
and Fort Rouge and other areas. But essential ly the inner city area has elected NDP M LAs. And they 
have elected NDP MLAs not to g ive away the powers of government, they have elected NDP M LAs 
because we are committed to doing something about the problems of the i n ner city. 

The member conti nual ly astonishes me. In h is second whereas he states that we should offer 
fi nancial incentives to residents and city officials of the inner city community. Now what on earth is  
he  talk ing about? I s  he asking us to bribe the residents of the i nner city? G ive them financial 
i ncentives? Is he asking us to bribe the people who are employed by the City Plann ing Department? 
By the City of Wi nn ipeg? Because this is precisely what it sounds l i ke. I was under the impression,  Mr.  
Speaker, that the City of Wi nn ipeg paid its planning personnel pretty adequate salaries. But the 
Honourable Member tor Fort Rouge is now asking us to provide f inancial incentives to these people 
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so that they should do thei r job properly. The idea is absurd. It's r idiculous. 
You know, Mr. Speaker, the area of the i nner city has been studied and consulted to death.  Urban 

Renewal Area No. 2 existed for well over a decade. The.members here who were on City Counci l  and 
on Metro could probably g ive the exact f igure. But Urban Renewal Area No. 2 existed for wel l  over a 
decade. We then had the Peoples' Committee which I gather the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge 
had some connection with , located in the area, publ ical ly funded, consu lt ing with the people. Now 
for almost two decades the people of the i n ner city were studied and they were consulted but noth ing 
was done. The area was fal l ing  apart. 

This government be l ieves that we have a responsib i l i ty to deal with the problems of the inner city 
and we have a lready begun doing things about the problem. 

And, Mr.  Speaker . . .  Yes we wi l l  contin ue. Mr.  Speaker, do you want to cal l it 5:30? 
MR. SPEAKER: Thi rty seconds, un less the honourable member wishes to stop here. 
MR. JOHANNSON: Okay, I ' l l  stop now. 
MR. SPEAKER: The hour bei ng 5:30, I'm now leaving the Chai r and the House wi l l  reconvene at 8 

p .m.  i n  Committee of Supply. 
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