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Ti me: 1 0: 0 0 a.m. 

OPE N I NG PRAYER by M r. Speaker. 

M R .  SPEAKER, Honourable Harry E . G raha m (B irtle-Russell): I should l ike to bring the honourable 
members' attention to the gallery to the right where we have 25 students from the Ralph Brown
Elementarf School. This school is u nder the d i rection of Mr. Dubreu il .  This  school is located in the 
constituency of the Honourable Member for Inkster. 

On behalf of al l  the members, we welcome you here today. 
Presenting Petitions . . .  Reading and Receiving Petitions . . .  Presenting Reports by Standing and 

Special Committees . . .  Ministerial Statements and Tabling of Reports . . .  Notices of Motion . . .
I ntrod uction of B i l ls . .  . 

O R AL QUEST I O N S  

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of  the Opposition. 

M R .  E D WA R D  SCH REYER (R ossmere): M r. Speaker, the other day I asked the First M i nister if he 
could confirm whether the newspaper reports were correct that the Prime M i n ister had sold him on his 
plans for economic recovery. The F i rst M in ister indicated that he hadn't had an opportunity to see what 
these plans, as reported , were. I 'd l ike to ask the First M i nister if, after last night's meeting, he has any 
other plans that he could indicate whether he was sold on or not? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i nister. 

H O N .  STERLING R .  LYO N ,  Premier {Charles wood): 
·
wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, referring to last night's 

extremely successful meeting, in terms of numbers, enthusiasm and the qual ityofthe main speaker
namely the national Leader of the Opposition - I  have ideas that there wi l l  be many plans afoot for the 
people of Canada, which wi l l  take place under the leadership of that same gentleman, M r. JoeCiark. 

With respect to the serious part of h is q uestion, I expect that there will be - if not already - some 
com munication arriving this morning from the Prime M inister, outl ining what h is proposals may be and 
subject to the usual conditions that apply to that kind of correspondence. I would be happy to share that 
communication with my honourable friend and the members of the House when I get a chance to look 
at it. 

M R .  SCH REYE R :  Wel l, Mr. Speaker, we wi l l  look forward to that. U n less this is a violation of 
Beauchesne Citation 1 80, S ir, I 'd l ike to ask the First M in ister if he couldn't at least share with us one 
example of this disti l led wisdom with respect to plans for Canad ian economic recovery that was 
unfolded last night. 

M R .  SPEAKE R: May I point out to the honourable gentleman that we have had a change in the laws 
of this Chamber, and I believe we do, on some occasions, al low coffee in here only. Excuse me, maybe 
the Honourable Leader of the Opposition should rephrase that question. You were talking about 
something bei ng d ist i l led . . .  

M R .  SCH REYE R: Oh, M r. Speaker, I was, until a split second ago, completely at a loss but when I 
referred to the dist i l led essence, S ir ,  I was thinking of wisdom, not of anyth ing else, Sir. 

M R .  SPEAKER: I apologize to the House for not l istening close enough to the question. The 
Honourable Member for I nkster. 

M R .  S I D NEY G R E E N :  M r. Speaker, I 'd l ike to direct a question to the M i n ister of F inance, in his 
capacity as the minister to whom the M anitoba Hydro reports. I wonder if  he could give us some 
ind ication as to the cause of and the extent of and the possible difficulties that remain with regard to the 
maintenance of hydro service in greater Winn ipeg and in other parts of the province of Man itoba . . . 
There have been various outages, but the reasons or the extent of same have been left rather in doubt 
and I think that possibly that raises more fears than a concise explanation would do. 

M R .  SPEAKE R:  The Honourable M i n ister of Fi nance. 

H O N .  DO NALD W . C R A I K ( R iel): M r. Speaker, I can only tel l the Member fo r lnkster essentiallythe 
same sort of information that has been g1ven to the public about a sequence of events that began 
yesterday, and there was no association between what happened yesterday afternoon and the problem 
last night, which was the problem of the American system also having a prob lem, which happened to be 
coincidental. So the American system, which we rely on as the insurance to pick up the load from the 
north was not there to p ick it up because of a difficulty they were also experiencing in the States, so it 
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just turned out that there was a double problem, and as a result i t  caused a n  outage approaching an 
hour, last n ight ,  which began to take on serious proportions to the point where the hydro apparently 
advised all the news media they could to warn people to dump as much load as possible to try and help 
them bring the system back on.  

The only th ing I can tel l  the Member for l nkster is that we are asking for future benefits - since this 
has been the most serious power outage and the most serious weather, certai n ly tied with the most 
critical weather conditions in Man itoba- some sort of a guarantee or at least what steps would have to 
be taken in  the way of guarantees of assurances of supply or changes to make sure that in  the future 
this same sort of thing doesn't lead to a more serious situation. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for l nkster. 

M R .  G REEN:  Well, M r. Speaker, I thank the Honourable Min ister for h is remarks, and I would 
appreciate that the probabi l ities of both systems having a problem at the same time are probably one in ,  
let's say, a b i l l ion.  But, could the  min ister i nd icate, if he is able to, and I understand it i f  he is not, what 
the d ifficu lty was with Nelson R iver Development which it was i ndicated that the Nelson R iver was the 
one that wasn't able to operate, and are we now home free, are the difficulties overcome at the present 
time? 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The Honourable Min ister of F inance. 

M R. C RAIK: I can 't g ive the m in ister the technical explanation of what the d ifficu lty was with the 
Nelson R iver system, but as he knows this has happened periodically, where the DC l ine, either at the 
north end or at the south end, had d ifficulties, and I can 't tell him exactly techn ically what happened this 
time. I presume it's the same as what's happened before - it just happened to happen at a bad time. -
(Interjection)- Well, we are sti l l  using some import power this morn ing and they are sti l l  correcting it, 
but as I say we wi l l  be asking for a full report, in fact, we wi l l  be meeting with them later today to talk 
about it. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable M i nister of Northern Affairs. 

HO N. KEN MacMASTER (Thompson): Yes, M r. Speaker, I don't know whether it's actually a 
statement or should be a statement or an answer to a variety of questions. 

It is in relationship to the commercial fish ing and the final payment that's being deferred by the 
federal government. I received a telegram yesterday from the Honourable Romeo LeBlanc, M in ister of 
F isheries and Env ironment, and is it appropriate that I read it at this time? 

M R .  SPEAKER: Is it agreeable? The Honourable Min ister of Northern Affairs. 

M R .  MacM ASTER: "Referring to yours of December 7th, received, re final payments to fishermen 
by Fresh F ish Marketing Corporation, year ending Apri l  30th, '77. 

"As you know I do not make decisions for the Board of the Fresh F ish Marketing Corporation .  As 
M in ister, you can well understand that one must have confidence in  the Boards of any Crown 
corporations, and in this case have confidence in this Board wh ich is made up of 50 percent provincial, 
50 percent federal appoi ntees with four being fishermen. I do not intend runn ing the corporation on a 
day-to-day basis, which is the case with all min isters who have charge of government agencies, be they 
provincial or federal . 

"I am given to understand that fishermen, before final payment is made, have increased their 
earn ings by a sum of $4 m i l l ion over the previous year. However, volumes naturally mean heavier than 
normal financing by the Fresh Fish Marketing Corporation, wh ich has reached its borrowing cei l ing. 
The Board felt it would be irresponsible to extend the borrowing over their l im it, consequently they had 
no choice but to defer final payment. The Chai rman of the FFMC is proposing to the - I bel ieve it's the 
Federal Price Stabi l ization Board measures to alleviate inventory fi nancing,  but the Board requires time 
to assess the situation and through my department are now endeavouring to arrange a bridging 
program; but as you wel l know it takes time to get through the necessary formal ities. 

"May I remind you that private fish companies would have stopped buying as they did some years 
ago. Fresh F ish Marketing Corporation could not suspend purchases as they must buy all legally caught 
fish. I have confidence in the Chairman of the Board of the Fresh Fish Marketing Corporation ,  who are 
working d i l igently in the i nterests of the fishermen in a very competitive field. 

"I am recommending a meeting, etc. ,  etc . . . .  " 
A couple, wel l  several points of interest coming out of this, but the one is where the min ister says I 

do not intend to run the corporation on a day-to-day basis or situation.  M r. Speaker, this is not a day-to
day , it just didn't happen yesterday, we are not faced with a crisis today, it has been happening over a 
period of the last two years , where the inventory has been bui lt  up and the marketing system is not 
acceptable to the fishermen. 

I appreciate that it takes t ime for them to try to f ind some financing in regards to thei r  i nventory, and 
to attempt to arrange some bridg ing money. Thank you. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 
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M R .  SCH REYER: M r. Speaker, by the fast few remarks of the honourable m i n ister, it is cfeartha� he
does not regard that reply as useful or adequate in  the circumstances. May I therefore ask what actiOn, 
if any, the honourable min ister proposes to take noW? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable M inister of Northern Affairs. 

M R .  MacM ASTER:  M r. Speaker, I am goi ng to have to speak to my col leagues i n  Cabinet before I 
make any further decisions on this. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for I nkster. 

M R .  G R E E N :  Mr. Speaker, I would l ike tod i rect aquestion to the M i n isterof Northern Affairs.Before 
1 do so, Mr . Speaker, I want to make it clear that when I used the statistics "one in a bi l l ion," that it really 
had no scientific authority to it. I was just making a guesstimate off the top of my head. l really was not 
intending that that would be the probabil ity. 

1 would l ike to ask the M inister of Northern Affairs whether he would not request of M r. LeBlanc, 
not, Mr.  Speaker, to interfere with the decision-making powers of the Freshwater Fish Marketing 
Corporat ion wh ich I total ly agree with, but to make their decision-maki ng much easier by giving them a 
check, and 1 am not talking about a blank check, but a check that would not be in i nterference with their 
decision-making at al l .  It w i l l  merely be g iving them more freedom of action to make different types of 
decisions, and I am not talking about a grant; I am talking about an advance. 

M R .  SPEAKE R:  The Honourable M i n ister of Northern Affairs. 

M R .  M ac M ASTE R:  Mr. Speaker, in an effort to answer the question from the Member for l nkster, 
they make reference, and I have heard it many times, about their borrowing l im it. He talks about 
inventory, of the inventory internal add itional financing because of that, and arranging bridge 
financing. 1 suppose it's all a combination of things, I would hope, that they're seriously looking at and 
that it's not a matter that they're going to consider i n  '78. 1 would hope that they're going to consider it 
l ike right now. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

M R .  SCH REYER: Mr. Speaker, a question to the minister responsible forRenewableResources. He 
may wish to take it as notice. Has the honourable minister had an opportunity to pursue with the federal 
M in ister of Fisheries, the matter of the possible construction under the FFMC somewhere in Manitoba, 
of a rough fish processing facil ity, which faci l ity I may add for the honourable m i nister's information, 
was promised in writing by the federal authonties some four or five years ago? Wi l l  the honourable 
min ister undertake to this House to pursue this matter as di l igently as he can? 

M R .  SPEAKE R: The Honourable M i n ister of Northern Affairs. just wondering, M r. Speaker, if the 
Leader of the Opposition has copies of that correspondence. I have a great deaf of correspondence 
going back many years, but I don't have that particular document. 

M R .  SCH REYER: I can assure my honourable friend that, yes, a file beari ng on the promise, to put it 
simply, by the federal M inister of Fisheries a few years ago is on fi le, and if my honourable friend has 
any difficulty in obtaining same, I wi l l  be happy to attempt to get a copy from the f i les that I have access 
to. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge. 

M R .  LLO Y D  AXWO RTHY: M r. Speaker, I have a question for the Min ister of Labour. The minister 
tOOk as notice, several days ago, a question I asked concerning the access to the new stadium project 
that the C ity of Winnipeg, Winnipeg Enterprises was building, access for hand icapped people and she 
undertook to meet with C ity of Winnipeg officials to determine whether proper faci l ities and access 
would be given to hand icapped people i n  that new construction. Wel l ,  the question is,  has she had the 
meeti ng and can she report to the House? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable M i nister of Labour. 

HO N .  N O R M A  PRICE: (Assiniboia) No, I haven't had a meeting as yet, but I wi l l  get back to the 
Member for Fort Rouge. · 
M R .  AXWO RTHY: O n  another question to the same min ister, Mr. Speaker. I n  a report carried in the 

newspaper two days ago, fire officials from the City of Winnipeg, indicated that they feel that several 
deaths could have been avoided over the past two years, if there had been laws in the Bui ld ing Code 
requiri ng compulsory smoke detectors. I was wondering if the minister has had an opportunity to look at 
that report, meet with those officials and would she be prepared to examine the possibility of thei r 
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req uiring smoke detectors as  part of compulsory requirements underthe B ui ld ingCode in  the province. 

M R S .  P R I CE: Yes, we are looking into that right now, Mr. Speaker. I have had some people looking 
ito it. 

M R .  SPEAKER :  The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge with a final supplement. 

M R .  AXWO RTHY: Yes, a final supplementary, M r. Speaker. I ask the m i nister if, as part of that 
review or exami nation of smoke detectors, where the min ister has taken reference to a resolution that 
was passed in this House last year, unanimously I bel ieve by all three parties, that would establ ish loan 
funds for the introduction of improved f i re safety improvements in older bui ld ings. Is that part of the 
review, wouldn't that be considered as part of the measu res that might be brought forward? 

M R .  SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable Member for St. George. 

M R .  BILLIE URUSKI:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. l 'd like to ask a question of the First M inister fol lowing 
up on my questions yesterday. I 'd l ike to ask the First Minister whether an offer of a lateral transfer was 
given to the Civil Service Com missioner at the time of his notification that he would be moved from 
permanent to part-time status? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable First Mi nister. 

M R .  LYO N :  Mr. Speaker, since the honourable member put his question yesterday I have been 
advised that the gentleman in question has retained counsel on his behalf, so I think it would be 
inappropriate to discuss the situation in the House. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East. 

M R .  LEO N A R D  S. EVA N S :  M r. Speaker, I 'd l ike to address a question to the Honourable, the 
Minister of Northern Affairs, again in connection with the F reshwater F ish Marketing Corporation. I 
understand that the honourable min ister has ind icated publ icly that one of the options he could 
consider seriously is a withdrawal by the province from the F resh water F ish Marketing Corporation 
arrangement, if I understood the honourable minister correctly. I s  the honourable min ister sti l l  
considering that seriously a s  an option or a n  alternative for recommendation to his cabinet colleagues? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourab le Min ister of Northern Affairs. 

M R .  Mac M A STER: M r. Speaker, in answer to a question from the Leader of the Opposition several 
days ago, I said and I say it today and I 've said it before and I repeat it, that I bel ieve that we should do 
everyth ing within our power to try and correct the situation from within before we go elsewhere. The 
option of opting out, of course you can say that option is there some day somewhere, but at the moment 
I intend to endeavour to try and correct the situation from within. There's nothi ng real ly wrong with the 
concept. I think it's the workings there's something wrong with. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Elmwood. 

M R .  RUSSELL DOE R N :  M r. Speaker, I wanted to di rect a question to the Minister responsible for 
MHRC. Wi l l  the decision -(I nterjection)- well ,  perhaps to the Min ister of Consumer Affairs, I think, is  
actually the minister I wanted to d irect i t  to then. Wil l  the decision to extend rent controls be related to 
the supply of housing, or the availabil ity of housing or apartments on the market? 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  The Honourable Min ister of Consumer Affairs. 

H O N .  E D W A R D  McG ILL (B randon West): M r. Speaker, the decision with respect to rent controls 
and the eventual termination of such controls wil l  relate to a number of factors, and certai nly one of 
those factors would be the avai labi l ity of rental space in the various communities which fal l  under 
those controls at the present time. 

M R .  DOE R N :  Mr. Speaker, I then ask the min ister whether thegovernment'sdecision to build fewer 
un its of publ ic housing not enhance the l ikel ihood of extendi ng rent controls? . 

M R .  McG ILL: M r. Speaker, terms such as enhance and l ikelihood make this a question that i s  
somewhat imprecise. But the amount of construction , whether i t  b e  in the pub l ic sector o r  the private 
sector, undoubtedly has an effect upon the number of rental un its avai lable, and as such is a factor 
involved i n  the overal l  pol icy decisions. 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  The Honourable Member for The Pas. 

M R .  RO NALD McB R Y D E :  M r. Speaker, a question to the M i nister of Northern Affairs. I wonder if 
the min ister has information yet as to whether or not there will be a winter fishery on Cedar Lake at 
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Eastervi l  le. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Northern Affai rs. 

M R .  MacMASTE R :  I ' l l  take it as notice. I cou ldn 't specifical ly tell h im at this moment. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East. 

M R .  EVANS: M r. Speaker, I'd l ike to address a q uestion to the Min ister of F inance or perhaps the 
F irst M i n ister. In view of the announcement that the federal government w i l l  be convening a national 
conference on the state of the economy involving governments and other components of our society, I 
think either in January or February, can the honourab le min ister advise the House what solutions or 
recommendations the government of Manitoba is prepared to recommend at th is conference for 
solutions in the long ru n to the economic situation we're facing? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honou rable F i rst M in ister. 

M R. LYO N :  M r. Speaker, in response to the Member for Brandon East, when the conference is held 
the viewpoints and suggestions of the government of Man itoba wil I be made to the conference, and I 'm 
sure wi l l  be avai lable to my honourable friend and everyone else at that time. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas. 

M R .  M cBRY DE: M r. Speaker, a question to the M i n ister of Highways. I wonder if there has been a 
supplement or increase i n  the budget for upgrad ing highway number six between Ponton and 
Thompson - formerly highway number 391? Has there been any i ncrease i n  that budget? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Highways. 

HO N .  HAR R Y  E N N S  (Lakeside): Well, M r. Speaker, there hasn 't been any revision in the kind of 
work that was cal led for with respect to that stretch of the highway. I can ind icate that the kind of 
contracts that are normally i n  the make have been proceeded with. A new highways program wi l l  be 
announced in due course. 

M R .  M cBRYDE: M r. Speaker, I wonder if there has been any supplement or any increase in the 
h ighways program, or h ighways budget, for northern M an itoba in general. 

M R. E N N S: Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, I think the Honourable Member forThe Pas is aware that at about this 
time of the year we go through the Estimates of this department, the Department of Highways, and we 
wi l l  be making the kind of al locations that departments of highways have always made at this t ime of 
the year, re future spend ing on h ighways in a l l  parts of the province. 

M R .  M cBRYDE: M r. Speaker, a final supplementary. I wonder, in his budget proposals put before 
his colleagues, whether the min ister has i nc luded enough funds to look after the Conservatives 
extravagant election promises in this regard in northern Man itoba. 

M R .  SPEAKE R: Order please. The Honourable M i n ister of Highways. 

M R .  E N N S: Well just on a point of order, M r. Speaker, I just want to assure the Honourable Member 
for The Pas that Conservatives don't make extravagant p romises at any time. 

M R . SPEAKER: The Honourab le Member for l nkster. 

M R .  G REEN: M r. Speaker, I 'd l ike to d i rect a question to the M i n ister of H ighways. I wonder if the 
min ister is considering a g reat separation on the h ighway with regard to the level crossing between 
Winn ipeg and Wood lands. 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The Honourable M i nister of Highways. 

M R .  E N N S :  Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, we a l l  come to th is House with certain  bu i lt-in prejud ices and the fact 
that there is a defin ite bias and prejudice on the part of the current Min isterofHighways with respect to 
that general area and that particular community of Wood lands, I would have to answer in the 
affi rmative. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Elm wood. 

M R. DOE R N :  M r. Speaker, I 'd l ike to d i rect a question to the M in ister of Publ ic Works. I n  view of 
ipparent low prices in the construction industry at this t ime that are bei ng received by developers and 
1eneral contractors, wou ld this cause the government to review its freeze and possibly tender some of 
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the P ubl ic Works projects that have been frozen? 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The Honourable Min ister of Public Works. 

M R .  E N N S :  M r. Speaker, not quarre l ing with the honourable member's assumption with respect to 
the price levels of construction at this particular time, I would have to ind icate and inform him that the 
same rather substantial lowering of costs with respect to leasing of space is also evident in the 
community, and that of course would make the leasing of space equally attractive, in fact more so, in 
l ieu of the situation that no capital input would be requ i red on the part of the government. 

M R .  D O E R N :  Well, M r. Speaker, I'm just wondering if the m i n ister is aware of �ny vacant court
build i ngs or laboratories that are available for leasing. 

M R .  E N N S :  Well, M r. Speaker, I can indicate to·theformerHonourable Min isterofPubl ic Works that 
there is an excellent set of penthouse suites vacant, at the moment, at the top of the Woodsworth 
bui lding. There are, in fact, a number of vacancies avai lable, not only in the pub I ic sector, unfortunately, 
I must i ndicate to h im,  but certain ly in the commercial sector - prime office space. 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  The Honourable Member for St. George. 

M R .  U R U SKI: M r. Speaker, a further question to the Min ister of Publ ic Works. Is he confirming that 
the rental space for office rental in the private sector has been decl i n i ng over the last several months? 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  The Honourable M inister of Public Works. 

M R .  E N N S :  M r. Speaker, I 'm not j ust confirming it, I ' m  asserti ng it. It has declined drastically. 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

M R .  SCH REYER:  M r. Speaker, if I may take my honou rable friend, the MinisterofPublic Works and 
H ighways , if  I may take his mind from penthouses to permafrost, I 'd l ike to ask the honourable min ister 
with respect to the p rovincial trunk highway number six, from Ponton to Thompson, if there are any 
plans underway to proceed to the reconstruction, in the orderof 1 5  m i les of that 90-mile stretch of road , 
because of basic permafrost , persistent permafrost d ifficulty? 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  The Honourable Min ister of H ighways. 

M R .  E N N S: Well ,  M r. Speaker, let me assure the Leader of the Opposition that with the k ind of 
constant pressure that I expect from my colleague, the now Member for Thompson, the M in ister of 
Northern Affairs, that major undertakings wil l  take place with respect to the piece of road mentioned by 
the Leader of the Opposition. 

We also hope, M r. Speaker, to entice and to work with the federal authorities to attempt, at least, to 
restore a part of the program that originally helped bui ld that road i n  the Conservative years of the 
federal government, when a certain M r. Diefenbaker had a vision of the north and brought in such kind 
of programs as Roads to Resources that were of particular help and had meaning to the northern 
transportation development. 

M R .  SCH REYE R :  Well, M r. Speaker, in wishing my honourable friend well with his efforts, may I 
ask him if he is aware that there has, indeed, been persistent effort in Manitoba to obtain federal 
i nvolvement with respect to Roads to Resources. Is my honourable friend, the minister, aware that up 
unti l  now, at least, the federal pol icy has been to avoid financial participation in roads that lead to 
industrial commun ities, as opposed to remote or trad itional communities? That's the distinction. 

M R .  E N N S :  M r. Speaker, I am aware of the difficu lties that the Leader of the Opposition raises with 
th is question. I am also aware that the Prime Min ister of this country, as late ago as lastTuesday, has all  
of a sudden indicated that our concern for the priorities of econom ic matters in this nation, and in  the 
deal i ng with the provinces and with their federal partners, seems to have come to the position that my 
First Minister holds dear and true to his heart. I also have to ind icate to the former First M inister that I 
have had the experience, as indeed h is government has had the experience, of completing an $85 
m i l l ion development pr�ram in  the Interlake, for instance, where substantial amounts of federal 
moneys were used to bui ld roads, the infrastructures, schools, as well as drainage in that particular 
part of the cou ntry. 

It would be our hope that of the rather substantial amounts of money that are cu rrently in play with 
respect to the Northlands Agreement, for instance, that more of that could be put into the kind of 
tangible nuts and bolts programs that have a lasting benefit to the area, and that will be there long after 
this particular high ways minister is responsible for the Department of H ighways. 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  The Honourable Member for The Pas. 

M R .  M cB R Y DE :  M r. Speaker, I wonder if the M i nister of H igh ways could tell us how much o f  the 
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present Northlands Agreement is al located to h ighways or transportation services in  northern 
Man itoba. 

M R .  E N N S: M r. Speaker, the Honourable Member forThe Pas is a former M in isterof theCrown and 
is well aware of the procedure in this House. He wi l l  be notified, as all members in this House wi l l  be 
notified ,  as to the allocations of various departments and the k ind of programs that they i ntend to 
pursue. That, I suggest, w i l l  be made eminently clear to h im when next we meet in  spring. 

M R .  M cBRYDE: M r. Speaker, could the M inister of Highways confirm that $8 m i l l ion of that 
Northlands al location is now for h ighways and transportation services. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Ki ldonan. 

M R .  PETER FOX: Thank you ,  M r. Speaker, my q uestion is d i rected also to the M in isterof Highways. 
I n  further approach to restraint that the government has been enunciating, is he prepared to be in  
accord with the Conservative government of  Ontario to introduce seatbelt leg islation for Manitoba? t 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honou rable M in ister of Highways. 

M R. E N N S: M r. Speaker, that question among many other questions that we have been left to deal 
with is under review. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for lnkster. 

M R .  G REEN: M r. Speaker, I 'd l ike to d i rect a question to the F i rst M in ister. In view of the warm 
reception that the Min ister of Publ ic Works has g iven to federal spend ing in various programs which 
could be cost-shared with provi ncial governments, could the F i rst M i n ister i nd icate how he wou ld 
square that with h is signature to the Kingston Declaration which, i n  effect, prohibits federal spendi ng 
in areas of provincial ju risdiction such as hospitalization, such as health care, such as the k ind of 
program that my honourable friend has referred to? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i nister. 

M R .  LYO N :  M r. Speaker, I don't know what version of the Kingston Declaration my honourable 
friend has been reading, but I would suggest that h is  interpretation of it is wrong. What my colleague, 
the M in ister of Highways was talki ng about is the red i rection of moneys presently being shared, or 
presently accru ing to the province of Man itoba, by way of block grants, a red i rection to more tangibly 
beneficial projects for the people of Manitoba rather than into some of the other areas in which it has 
been going. 

M R .  G REEN: Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, perhaps the Honou rable F i rst M i n ister is the one who 
misunderstands the Kingston Declaration. Is it  not a fact that M r. Moore -(I nterjection)- yes, he 
signed it but he doesn't understand it obviously, that M r. Moore's and M r. Loughheed and M r. C larke 
and the other Conservative premiers have all said that there should be no federal spend ing i n  areas 
which could be considered provi ncial j urisdictions without the consent of all  of the provinces or the 
province concerned? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Health. 

HO N. L . R .  (Bud) SHE R MAN (Fort G arry) : M r. Speaker, yesterday I took as notice a question from 
the Honourable the Attorney-General, who asked me at the t ime whether I had any knowledge of . . .
-{I nterjection)- I ' m  sorry, M r. Speaker, the former Attorney-General ,  the Honourable Member for 
Selkirk, who asked me whether I had any knowledge of termination notices being g iven to employees in 
the two Mental Health Centres i n  the province, Brandon and Selk irk and the Man itoba School for 
Retard ates. The answer to the honourable member, M r. Speaker, is that with current staffing restraints 
in effect, all vacancies are frozen and therefore term employees cannot be moved from one staff man 
year to another vacant staff man year, and as a consequence the only option when their term runs out is 
to let them go with the appropriate notice. That is what is happening at the present time, although the 
government is studying exemption measures which would make it possible, hopeful ly, to re-staff and 
refill when the vacancy level at the non-bul let in level of employees reaches a certai n  degree. 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The Honourable Member for Selkirk.  

M R .  HO WARD PAWLEY :  I would l ike to thank the M in ister of Health and Social Development for 
his answer. I wonder if the m in ister is aware that some of the term employees may be in fact employees 
that have been with those institutions for a number of years. 

M R. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Health. 

M R. SHE R MAN: Well yes, M r. Speaker, I can advise the Honourable Memberfor Selkirk that l wou ld 
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think that a number of those term employees have been with the institutions for a number o f  years 
because of the past and regular practice of moving term employees into vacant staff man years as they 
have occurred. So I would suspect that some of them have been there, but they have been there as term 
employees all the time and subject to termination of their employment, with due notice, if vacant staff 
man year positions are not avai lable. 

M R .  PAWLEY: l s  the honourable member i n  a position to estimate how many employees in  the three 
i nstitutions would fit into this category? 

M R .  SHEAN: Yes, M r. Speaker, I can advise the Honourable Member for Selk i rk that at the Brandon 
Mental Health Centre, out of a total complement of 636, 359 are non-bul let in level positions. 

At the Selkirk Mental Health Centre, out of a total complement of 532, 303 are non-bul letin level; 
and at the M an itoba School for Retardates, out of a total of 682, 457 are non-bu l letin level. 

M R. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge. 

M R .  AXWORTHY: Mr. Speaker, I would l ike to raise aquestion to the M in isterof Health based upon 
h is statement that he made to the Member for Selkirk concern ing the vacancies, resignations at the 
institutions; 

At the inquest on the Portage f ire, M r. Lowther, d i rector of that institution - and I th ink the 
conclusion was also drawn by the I nqu i ry Board - was that one of the problems relating to the f ire was 
the problem of supervision and the lack of staff to g ive adequate supervision.  Could the min ister 
ind icate that under the cond itions that he's j ust outl ined whether that problem, or condition of lack of 
supervision, wi 11 now be exaggerated or put into even further danger because of the i nabi I ity to fi 11 these 
positions that he has now announced? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable M i nister of Health. 

M R .  SHE R M AN: Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, I would advise the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge, that's 
precisely what we hope to protect the government and the people of Manitoba against, where the 
government at the present time is considering measures that would, in effect, permit exemptions from 
the staffing and h i ring restraints, so that when a certain  level of vacancy occurs - and it wou ld be a 
min imal level - that it would be possible to ref i l l  those positions. That is under consideration by the 
government at the present t ime. 

M R .  AXWORTHY: A supplementary, M r. Speaker. I accept the m in ister's explanation that the 
exemptions are being planned, b ut my understand ing from the Portage inquest was that the problem 
was al ready in  existence; that there was al ready a shortage of staff to provide adequate supervision. 
And there was also a number of resignations subsequent to that f ire and that therefore one could 
conclude . . . 

M R .  SPEAKER: Order p lease. Order p lease. The time for questions has now expi red.  We wi l l  
proceed with the Orders of  the Day. Order p lease. The Honourable Member for Fort Rougeon a point of 
order'? 

M R .  AXWORTHY: Yes, a point of order, M r. Speaker. Considering I think that the - I 'm not sure 
exactly how the rules read but seeing as I was al ready in transit on the question, could I be al lowed to 
complete it and the m in ister answer it at this time. 

MR. SPEAKER: May I point out to the honourable member I was waiting patiently for over a minute 
for h im to ask his question . The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

M R .  SCHREYER:  On a point of order, simply to ask you, S i r, - well I suppose you can 't answer 
d i rectly - but on the point of order, M r. Speaker, it would seem that custom and practice wou ld bethat 
any honourable member who is in midstream, so to speak, with a question, be al lowed to complete it 
and the m in ister reply in  whatever way. Otherwise . . .  wel l ,  I bel ieve I wil l assert that that has been the 
normal practice and usage in  this House or any other parl iament. 

M R .  SPEAKER: I am just a servant of the House and if the House so desires I 'm qu ite wi l l ing to let 
them ask questions a l l  day long . 

HO N .  WAR N E R  H. J O R G E N S O N  , Minister without Portfolio ( Morris): Sir, the fact is that 
honourable gentlemen opposite have had 40 m inutes of question period, they've had 40 minutes of 
q uestion period every day, twice a day, the honourable member w i l l  be able to pursue that question 
again this afternoon if he chooses. 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

M R .  SCHREYE R :  M r. Speaker, the point of procedure at issue here is not in  whether or not we are 
going beyond the time l imit. If  the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge had been not recogn ized or 
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ind icated to in  advance that the question period had expi red, that would be l shou ld th ink acceptable a l l  
round in  th is House, on both sides. But when an honourable member is in  m idstream with h is question, 
half way between either bank, it  would seem rather an absence of common sense to keep him out in the 
midd le.  The Honourable the House Leader, surely is not going to argue here that i t  has been custom and 
practice, here or in parliament, to al low someone to state a question to the m idway point and then be 
abruptly cal led to order. 

I would l ike my honourab le friend, the House Leader, to ind icate precedent for that. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader. 

M R .  J O RG E N SO N :  M r. Speaker, the precedent has just been set at this moment. The fact is that 
there are 40 m inutes, twice a day, that honourable gentlemen opposite have had to ask questions, and 
if they would spend less t ime on inane and senseless questions and the ones that are permissible under 
Orders of the Day, they would have p lenty of time to ask the questions that they now deem to be so 
important. 

M R .  SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

M R .  SCHREYER: Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, I can see of course that the government of the day do have the 
majority to back up any particu lar or even pecul iar i nterpretation of the rules they l ike. They needn't 
pretend that that w i l l  go down wel l on this side. I would not be so presumptuous as to comment on the 
cal ibre of the questions being asked on this side. I leave that to more egotistical and arrogant members 
of this House. 

May I say in conclusion on the point of order, S i r, that I wish a futu re for the Honourable the 
Government House Leader where he is stopped half way up the mountain or half way down. 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  Order please. Order point please. I want to , out aybe I was in error in cal l i ng the 
question period at an end I was attempt ing to do was point out to members, all members of the House 
and m inisters too, that long and lengthy questions should not be a l lowed in the House and perhaps may 
be cut off. 

M R .  G REEN:  M r. Speaker, then, too, on the point of order and without creating what would be an 
undesirable precedent, may I understand from what you have said, that you consider that the question 
wasn't properly in order because of its length? Had it been a question which you considered to be i n  
order even if the forty m inutes had terminated, you wou ld have permitted i t  to b e  completed and 
perm itted it to be answered. Real ly, the ru l ing was made with respect to the nature of the question, and 
not the forty minutes. 

M R .  SPEAKER: It is always i ndeed helpful for the Speaker to receive advice of this type. 
Orders of the Day. I s  it the intention to move into Committee of the Whole House? 

M R .  C R AIK: M r. Speaker, I move, seconded by the M i n ister of Health and Social Development that 
M r. Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into Comm ittee of the Whole to 
consider and report on the fol lowing b i l ls: 
No. 3, an Act to amend The G ift Tax Act ( Manitoba) and the Succession Duty Act (Manitoba); 
No. 4, An Act to amend the M ineral Acreage Tax Act. 

M R .  SPEAKER: Before we proceed with that, may I d raw the attention of the honour�ble �embers 
to the Adult Education G roup from Lac du Bonnet.There are twenty students under thed 1 rect1on of M r. 
Crowe. This school is located in the constituency of the Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet. On  
behalf o f  a l l  members, we welcome you here today. 

MOTIO N  presented and carried and the House resolved itself into aCommitteeof the Whole, with the 
Honourable Member for Rob l in  in the Chair. 

CO M MITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOU SE 

M R .  CHAI R MAN , Mr. Wally M cKenzie (Roblin): . . .  Section 2{a)- pass . 
The Honourable Member for St. Johns. 

M R .  CHE R NI ACK: M r. Chairman, I was not plann i ng to speak at this stage, especial ly after the 
excel lent presentation by our leader last n ight but what went on this morn ing,  prompts me t� rise, M r. 
Chai rman, to point out that we are now i n  the process of favouring wealthy people; of favounng people 
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of a very smal l percentage i n  M anitoba, at a t ime when concurrently the province of Manitoba, the 
government of the province, is reducing staff to the extent of reducing staff for those people who are 
unable to look after themselves in the mental i nstitutions of this province. 

There have been complaints before, and we have all heard them ,  that the institutions were 
i nadequately staffed in the past and today we have learned that not only is there noth ing being done 
about increasing the staff ratio, there is an actual reduction taking place. The M in ister of Health has 
indicated to this House that they are hoping to work out some system of exemptions i n  order to make it 
possible to maintain what they had before but, M r. Chairman, even that, obviously, wi l l  sti l l  mean a 
reduction. So that the government i n  its p lans to find some reduction in staff and savings of money, is 
not only considering the reduction i n  programs, but is al ready i n  the process of reducing staff, reducing 
staff in the mental i nstitutions and M r. Chairman, the effort was made to stifle the opposition q uestions 
to get the answers to this, and that effort was successfu l  so far. Therefore, we must conclude that when 
they asked -(Interjection)- Yes, M r. Chairman ? 

M R .  CHAI R MA N :  Would the member refer to the b i l l  that we are deal ing with, which is theGi ftTax 
Act and the Succession Duty Acf? 

M R .  CHER NI ACK: M r. Chai rman, I do appreciateyourdrawi ng this to my attention because the fact 
is that we are talking about a substantial reduction i n  income of the province of M an itoba. Th is is the 
design of this Act, to cancel some five m i l l ion dol lars of potential i ncome per year and to remove the 
imposition of this tax from people who have not worked to earn the money, from people who are 
wealthy enough to come beyond the exemptions in the Succession Duty and G iftT ax Act, the estates of 
people who have al ready died, when at the same time this government is showing a lack of concern for 
people who are sti l l  al ive, people who are now in institutions which are designed to care for them 
because they are unable to care for themselves, people who are endangered even by their own i nability 
to cope and for whom staff is necessary. 

Now I have not made a careful  study, M r. Chairman, of the number of people that are required to 
serve as attendants for the patients in these institutions we refer to but, M r. Chai rman, there is no 
doubt in my m ind that un less the government can assert that these i nstitutions were over-staffed, then 
obviously, by the statements made this morn ing by the M i nister of Health, the staff is being reduced and 
not only by attrition, M r. C hairman, but by the termination of the employment of people who have been 
working on term for a long period of time and now their term employment is being terminated. People 
are therefore being turned out into the street. People are therefore being put on the welfare rol ls, or 
potential ly on the welfare rol ls  of this province. People who could be doing and have been doi ng a 
service for the mental ly or the retarded people of this provi nce in the institutions in which they are, 
people who could be provid ing that service and i nstead of that wi l l  be becoming a further drain on the 
province and thus addi ng to the reduction of available moneys in the budget, addi ng to that in addition 
to what is being proposed in this b i l l  that we are now considering, M r. Chairman. 

And I want to draw to your attention, M r. Chairman, that this involves a reduction of $5 mi l l ion.This 
also, the i nformation g iven to us this morn i ng,  is an i ndication of further costs being put potentially on 
the welfare rol ls of the provi nce, at the same time the people wil l be unable to provide the service that 
they provided up to now. They are fi red and they are people whose services wi l l  be withdrawn from 
those whom they have been serving up to now. I again stress, you are now mention ing,  and we have a 
good example now to show this new government's attitude towards people of wealth, towards people 
who have estates coming to them in  excess in  many cases of $250, 000.00. Compare that at the same 
time, in the same day, in the same morn ing,  in the same Sitt ing, when we are i nformed that there is a 
reduction in the staff of the services to the mentally retarded. 

M r. Chairman, as I say, I was not going to comment. I think that our leader last n ight made an 
excel lent review of the impact of succession duties i n  the province in the past and on the very faulty 
efforts of the government to show that there wi l l  be a tremendous stimu lus to enterprise and i ndustry in  
the province because of  the effect of  the cancellation of  these taxes. 

I don 't intend to repeat that, but I d id, as I say, want to draw to your attention,  M r. Chairman, and 
through you to the people of this province, this government's cal lous attitude in discharging people who 
are working,  in withdrawing services, reduction of services in those areas where everyone has great 
concern, on behalf of people who can't look after themselves, and concurrently favouring the few in the 
province to whom the Conservative party has already made promises in the past. And they are 
honouring those promises and concurrently they are reducing staff in the essential services of this 
province. 

M R .  CHAI R MAN: The Honourable Highways M i nister. 

M R .  E N N S:. Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, I too hadn't intended to speak at this particular time, but as the 
former min ister of f inance has drawn the attention of the House to th is particu lar matter, that in h is  
view indicates some callousness on the part of  the present government, let  me simply remind you, M r. 
Chairman, and the House, that whi le the previous administration was busy bu i ld ing monuments untc 
itself to house the growth in the civi l service, to look after the cars of the civi l service in the new pub l ic 
garage that we are just now commissioni ng and putting into effect, to have on the drawing boards thE 
plans of $16 mi l l ion bui ld ings to house presently wel l-housed employees of Autopac, etc., etc. ,  etc. ,  i 
was left to this government, M r. Chairman, to carry out those necessary and recommendec 
recommendations by the F i re Commissioner's office, in this very institution that the Member for St 
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Johns is drawing our  attention to, to carry out those requi red improvements with respect to safety and 
fire safety, regrettably after the fact. Even under the period of restraints, those programs cost ing 
somewhat i n  the neighbourhood of $400,000 are currently under way. 

M R .  CHAI R M AN: The Honourable Member for St. Johns. 

M R .  CHE R N IACK: Thank you, M r. Chairman, I do appreciate the comments made by the 
Honourable the M in isterof Publ ic Works, and point out to h im that he may be doing the work which was 
planned to be done in connection with safety and f ire protection, but he must also realize that there are 
attendants who must be in attendance at all t imes to take care of the people  who are in those 
i nstitutions, and I would hate to think that he is trying to ind icate to us that capital improvements wil l  
take care of the people to the same extent as the attendants who were there and who apparently are no 
longer there today. 

I was rather ind ignant when I spoke earlier, but I would say that I th ink that the Honourable M in ister 
of Publ ic Works should share in the real concern if the facts as appear to have been revealed this 
morning do show a reduction in  attendants at the mental institutions. I have no doubt that just as it was 
a surprise and shock to me to hear what the M in isterof Health said thi morn ing, I imag ine it was equally 
a surprise and shock to h im,  that apparently with in  h is department he is able to provide these necessary 
works to improve the safety standards and in another department of government they are, at the same 
time, reducing staff in those very institutions. And I wou ld l ike to suggest that there be a pretty quick 
meeting of Cabinet so that those two min isters could get together and try to work out what are the real 
needs to maintain the situation whi le the study is going on. I th ink it 's good that the study is going on, 
but su rely that study should not at the same time carry with it a forced attrition which is actually taking 
away people who are attend ing the inmates in the mental institutions of this province. 

M R .  CHAI R M A N :  The Leader of the Opposition. 

M R .  SCHREYE R :  M r. Chairman, s ince I am not fami l iar in  complete detail with the problems that 
the Honourable the M i n ister of Health is having to face with respect to agg regate budget, with respect 
to levels of staffing, I am not going to comment with respect to whatever statement or replies he may 
have given here in this House yesterday and today. I can wel l imagine that he must be going through 
some considerable pangs of doubt and re-analysis as to whether one or another course of action is  
desirable and preferable and affordable under the circumstances, so he has enough problems that he 
should wel l take into account what has been said by the Member for St. Johns and others without any 
more words from me. But it is the hol ier than thou attitude as just expressed by the M in ister of Public 
Works that prompts me to rise. What I am saying now is d i rectly germane to what he has said, and I 
must make two major points here, S i r. One is that the i nstitution commonly referred to as the Portage 
Home for the Mental ly Retarded . . . . 

M R .  CHAI R MAN: O rder p lease. The M i n ister for F inance on a point of order. 

M R .  C RAIK: M r. Chairman, I 'm sorry to interrupt the Leader of the Oppostion, but we have had a 
very wide-rang ing second read ing type of debate which began last night on item 2(a) of B i l l  3 at 
committee stage and we are really deal ing with item 2(a) . I th ink a lot of latitude has been al lowed, but I 
th ink we are setting a very bad precedent if we start off by going through and havi ng an almost free
wheel ing second read ing type of a debate or almost a throne speech type of debate on an item that 
refers to simply a date, item 2(a) of B i l l  3. 

M R .  CHAI R MA N :  I thank the honourable member for h is comments, and may I again remind the 
members of the committee that if we are going to progress the way we should and do the work that we 
are supposed to do, I th ink they should understand that we should try to stay with in  theguidel ines and 
the rules of the comm ittee. 

M R .  SCHREYER:  M r. Chai rman , I appreciate your  problem. I can only undertake then to deal with 
precisely the same subject matter as the M in ister of Publ ic Works, and in no more time, S ir, so that is 
perhaps the most log ical th ing to do under the circumstances. 

So in three minutes then, M r. Chairman, may I say to this House with respect to what has been said 
by the M in ister of Publ ic Works, that the Portage Home for the Retarded is an i nstitution which has 
been there for decades, if not something approaching a century, that the bu i ld ing in which there had 
been f ire commissioner investigation and recommendations as to remedial work is a bui ld ing which 
has been there for so long that I shou ld have thought that if there were problems that could be 
interpreted to exist with respect to fire safety standards that they existed there for decades, not months. 
That there was also a matter of some disagreement among the experts - I use the word expert here as 
a short-cut - as to whether among different approaches it would be better, I 'm  advised, to install 
smoke detection equipment, heat detection equipment, sprinkler systems, or whatever, is a moot point. 
Some of the institutional C rown bu i ld ings in  this province that have been there for 50, 60, 70 years, 
some of them have not had adverse fire commissioner's reports in the past for the reason that this 
province had, unti l a few year's ago, one would have to say a nominal ,  skeletal staff of fi re safety 
inspection capabi l ities, and so as the old adage says, ignorance isb l iss. l fyou are not aware, if there has 
been no inspection, very interm ittent, infrequent inspection, that is b l iss because there are no adverse 
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reports. 
My honourable friends, moreover, and this is not an adverse comment on the M in ister of Health 

although for all I know he may deserve it, but for the moment let me just say that with respect not to the 
mental hospitals, but to the institution for the retarded, that there is a concern being expressed by the 
Member for Fort Rouge as to adequate levels of staffing .  My Lord, Sir, the level of staffing for the care 
and treatment and custodial ea re of those in the Portage Home for the Retarded , and my memory serves 
me well on this, S i r, was in the order of 5 to 13, or to be precise, in the order of 500 staff to l , 300patients 
at the Portage Home. For years and years that has, in the decade of the 1 970s, been stead i ly reduced to 
the point where the staff to patient ratio is not 5 to 1 3, but in the order of 7 to 9, or to be in actual 
numbers, which is the more helpfu l ,  700 staff to 900 patients, and if that isn't a substantial 
improvement in staffi ng and hopeful ly what approaches adequate levels of staffi ng and if that doesn't 
suffice, then how does one describe a ratio of 5 to 1 3, which existed for so many years. But, of course, 
maybe perfection wi l l  always e lude us, the present or any other government, but let them not pretend 
that they are somehow in a position to cast stones. 

Now the M in ister of Health should not be completely disinterested in the measure that's before us, 
this Succession Duty and G ift Tax Act repeal, because, whi le some may say it is only $5 mi l l ion , but 
i ndeed it is $5 mi l l ion of bona fide receivable revenue wh ich wi l l  now be lost. My honourable friends 
may cal l it a nuisance tax, but, M r. Chairman, $5 mi l l ion wi l l  provide $5 mi l l ion of important, necessary 
services to those in this province requ i ring it, and it need not have anyth ing to do with that which my 
honourable friends l ike to complain about, namely, those in our society who they al lege are 
insufficiently imbued with the work ethic, who are taking advantage of the welfare rol ls, and so on.  We 
are talking about mental hospital services, we are talking about the custodial institutions with respect 
to the mentally retarded. I can say in advance to my friend the M inister of Health that if he has not yet 
had an opportunity to see what k ind of leg it imate bona fide pressures there are in his department with 
respect to funding for services that even the most conservatives would have to admit are essential in 
our society, and for those who are affl icted in our society, then he wi l l  be into that up to his ears in the 
course of December, J anuary and February. And this measure here is a di rect competitor to his 
obligations. 

M R .  CHAIR MAN: Order p lease. l 'm going to ask theCommittee now to let 'sget down to the B i l l ,  and 
deal with Section 59 2(a) by add ing thereto, immediately after the figures " 1 97 1 "  in the 2nd l ine of 
clause (a) thereof, the words and figures "and before the 1 1 th day of October, 1 977 ."  

I f  the committee wants to stray al I over the p lace and wander, I 'm your servant, I ' I I  s i t  here and l isten, 
but I th ink that we should get back to the subject matter that is before us and that's Section 59 2(a) of the 
b i l l .  Confine the debate to that section, if you possibly can, members. 

M R .  PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman, possibly a statement from the M in ister of Health and Social 
Development wou ld assist a g reat deal at this point, in  view of the i nformation which was revealed 
earl ier this morn ing,  and in view of the obvious fact that there is a problem with revenue and a shortage 
therefore of developing services to the mentally afflicted. 

M R. CHAI R M AN: The Honourable M inister of F inance. 

M R .  CRAIK: M r. Chai rman, this b i l l  has very very l ittle, if anything,  to do with the current year's 
funding. M r. Chairman, the impl ications of this b i l l  with regard to the specific problems that are being 
raised here can have no direct relationship to the extent that the members opposite are trying to imply. 
This b i l l ,  in the total picture, M r. Chairman, is not d i rected , and is not the vehicle for which to take into 
discussion the problems of one specific issue i n  health care, education or one of the multitude of other 
areas that any person might wish to select. This b i l l  deals with the overal l  picture. 

The First M inister, last n ight, took great l iberty and I th ink was accorded great l iberty and I think he 
should have the opportunity by virtue of the fact that he has a g reat deal of experience in this field and 
he has been the F i rst M in isterof this province, and we l istened to him and we l istened to him attentively 
last, although it was a very wide-rang ing debate, h is points were wel l taken. But M r.Chairman, to now 
use a section of th is b i l l  to try and get at a specific item, it's just not with in  the bounds of what normally 
goes on in deal ing with the items of a committee sitting for third reading.  

So,  I repeat, M r. Chairman, I bel ieve you are on the correct course in attempting to keep the 
committee on on this, it's not a case where another min ister has to rise and make a statement regarding 
something that is not related to the bi l l .  At leas, certain ly, if it was related it is so i nd i rectly related that it 
should be ruled out. 

M R .  CHAI R MAN: Order please. 
J ust for the benefit of the committee members, would you refer to Rule 64. The rules shall be 

observed in a committee of the Whole House insofar as they are appl icable except the rules at the 
second reading motions, l imit ing the number times of speech. Speeches in aCommittee of the Whole 
House must be strictly relevant to the item or the clause under d iscussion .  

Now I hope the members understand the ru les and if you want to stray from them, I can 'tdo anythinf 
about it. I ' I I  sit here and chair the meeting as best I can, but I hope that you wi l l  try, if at a l l  possible, tc 
stay within the confines of the rules and the bi l l  that's before us. 

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.  

MR. SCHREYER: Well ,  M r. Chairman, I don't know if you ' l l  f ind this helpful ,  but it would seem tc 
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me, S i r, that a realistic interpretation o f  the rule that you have just cited would seem to i nd icate that i t  i s  
not open at this stage to deal with every conceivable activity o f  government, and I a m  i n  that sense 
agreeing with you, S i r. However, I hope you wi l l  permit me to comment by way of this point of order on 
the statement made by the M in ister of F inance. 

My comments yesterday, qu ite apart from whether or not he agrees with the substance of what I 
said, I was not straying from the rule which you have just cited, I was deal i ng with taxation and I was 
deal ing with investment, the two are intertwined. I ndeed, in the open ing statement words of the 
M in ister of Finance, h imself, the two are intertwined, so that it is irrelevant to suggest that my 
comments last n ight, or to imp ly, that they deviated from the rule. 

Now this morn ing is a d ifferent matter, S i r. A matter to do with health services has come up, and 
wh i le in  one sense there wi l l  be a very d irect impact on levels of institutional care services by virtue of 
deletion of revenue, nevertheless, if one used such abroad interpretation, then I would have to confess 
that l iterally any branch or activity of government would be debatable at this stage, and clearly that 
wou ld make the affairs of this House unmanageable. So I forone shall desist from any further comment 
with respect to once removed activities outside of the field of taxation and i nvestment property. 

M R .  CHAI R MAN: I thank the Honourable Leader of the Opposition. The M in ister of Health on a 
point of order. 

M R .  SHE R M A N :  Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, my point of order is that . . .  perhaps it's a point of privilege, I 
do not want to leave the impression in the m ind of the Honourable Leader of the Opposition, or the 
Member for Selkirk,  or anyone opposite, that I am not prepared to defend the position that we are in  at 
the present time. That is my po int of privi lege. I s imply don 't want to leave the issue that has been raised 
and now g iven some considerable airing ,  hanging on one end of the scale. 

I don 't want to violate the rules of the House, or trample any d i rectives that you g ive, S ir, I 'm in your  
hands, but  I want to assure the Honourable Leader of  the Opposition and h is col leagues that I am not 
reluctant to comment on the issue that has been raised and I 'm  not attempting to avoid it. I wi l l  have, 
obviously, to abide by the ru l i ngs of the Chairman. 

M R .  CHAI R M A N :  The Honourable Member for St. George. 

M R .  U RU SK I :  Yes, M r. Chairman, I hadn 't intended to get up in this debate but I thought that l wou ld 
get up for a few minutes to try and relate to the members of this House the manner in wh ich the issues 
that were raised this morn ing relate very d i rectly to the b i l l  before us, and the strategy of the 
Conservative Party in the House this session .  And whi le I don't know what attitude the members of the 
government bench wi l l  take, but it seems that . . .  

M R .  CHAIR M A N :  O rder please. l s  the honourable member speaking on a pointororder, o ra point of 
privi lege, or is he speaking on the b i ll?  

M R .  U RU SK I :  I 'm  speaking on the b i l l ,  M r. Chairman. M r. Chairman, what I 'm getting at is that the 
Conservative Party, in  terms of their economic promises of tax cuts, are really relat ing . . .  and there is 
a very close relationship in  terms of the tax cuts and the issues raised this morn ing about the staff in  the 
various health institutions. As an example - not as a specific but as an example - it  appears that the 
Conservative Party is fol lowing a strategy which has been prepared for them, or if not for them for thei r 
consideration by one David A. Young in the early part of last year in a document called "An Essay on 
Bu reaucracy". 

M R .  CHAI R M A N :  Order p lease. Order. I remind the members again, we're straying al l  over the 
place. I would hope that the Committee will debate Section 59 2 (a) and we're discussing the figures, 
whether it's 1 971 on the second l ine and before the 11th day of October, etc. ,  etc. That's the subject 
that's before theComm ittee, Section 59 2 (a) , and un less members are going to deal with that, l 'm going 
to have to call you out of order. Otherwise we' l l  be here for weeks the way we're carrying on this 
morn ing.  I hope the honourable member wil l  take some heed from what I 'm offering and let's get back 
to the business of the House and this B i l l  3, please. 

M R .  U RU SKI : M r. Chairman, I accept your comments in this way. The section particularly as I 
understand it reduces the revenue of the provincial government as of October 11th, and I am relating 
my comments d i rectly in terms of the reduction of revenues as it relates to the reductions of staff. And 
the document that I am using . . .  

M R .  JORGENSON: . . .  type of debate. I know, as has been pointed out ,  there has been a 
considerable latitude al lowed on second read ing of this bi l l ,  and there wi l l  be considerable latitude - I 
presume the same latitude - al lowed on th i rd read ing of the b i l l .The Leader of the Opposition, h imself, 
said when he began h is remarks last n ight that he had origi nal ly intended to save those remarks for 
th ird read i ng and I tel l h im now that they were more appropriate for th ird readi ng of the b i l l  than on this 
particular clause. And I appreciate the fact that you permitted h im that latitude. 

The remarks that are now being made by the Member for St. George, I th ink are remarks that could 
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very well be made o n  third reading o f  the bi l l ,  which w i l l  be com ing up very shortly, we hope, and then 
the same latitude that was al lowed on second reading will be permitted. And if my honourable friend 
wants to stray somewhat from that particular clause, then he will have the right to do so on that 
occasion.  But I agree with you, Sir, that on the very narrow clause of this bi l l ,  allowing that k ind of 
debate is not in accordance with our rules. 

M R .  CHAIR MAN: I thank the HonourableGovernmentHouse Leader.The Leaderof theOpposition. 

M R .  SCH REYER: M r. Chairman, I don't know if this wo uld sit well with all, but so be it; the fact of the 
matter is, Sir, that clearly at comm ittee stage of a bill unless we do deal with the principle subject m atter 
- and there is only slight d i sag reement between myself and the House Leader on this - we are deali ng 
with taxation or related investment matters, I believe it is relevant and permissible under the rules, 
even in coittee stage. 

I do agree with the House Leader, however, that to deal with subject matters of a wide-rangi ng kind 
one step or more removed from the subject matter of the bi l l  does make the process of comm ittee stage 
unmanageable and does make yourChairing of it rather u n manageable, difficult, to say the least. And 
therefore I would re-enforce the House Leaders remarks that with respect to these rather one o r  two 
step removed matters, however i mportant they may be, that it is m uch more appropriate to deal with it 
at second and third reading stage rather the Committee of the Whole. I would ask all to co-operate that 
we do not make the proceedings of this House unmanageable for the C hair. 

M R .  CHAIR MAN: I thank the Leader of the Opposition and I th i nk if the Comm ittee can follow the 
guideli nes that were laid down by the Leader of the Opposition and the Government House Leader, that 
we can carry on the business that's before us and deal with it rationally, and the wide-rangi ng debates 
- som e  which we have had this morning - can be carried on at third reading of the bil l . l thank the two 

· members for their g u idance.
The Honourable Member for St. George had the floor last. 
(The remainder of B il l  No. 3 was read section by section and passed.) . 
The Honourable Member for Brandon East. 

M R .  EVA NS: I bel ieve it's in order at this stage the bi l l  be reported, that members can get up and talk 
about the bil l  in its entirety , and its implications, and make other comm ents as they see fit - g e neral 
comments on this bi l l .  Th1s is my u nderstanding of it. That is on the report stage of the bi l l ,  from the 
Com m ittee. 

At any rate, then, M r.C hairman, l 'd like to make a few remarks without dupl icating anything that I 've 
said earl ier in the second read ing of the bi l l . l would say that, generally speaking, that the government 
and the M i nister of Finance and his colleagues, in bring i ng i n  this piece of legislation, made a n u mber of 
what I would consider to be very fallacious arguments upon the effects of this particular piece of 
legislation; and they have made a number of fallacious assumptions as well ,  as to the impact of this 
particular piece of legis lation on the economy of the provi nce of Manitoba. And in the debate on this 
particular bi l l  it has ranged all  the way over from the reference made by the M inister of Ind u stry and 
Com merce as to the actual amounts of money, or dol lars leaving the province, right through to 
statements made by the M i n ister of Fi nance, or imp I icit in his statements, that somehow or other these 
funds are very critical to levels of investment in the provi nce. 

Before I proceed, Mr.  Chai rman, I thi nk many references have been made to the nature of the 
research that has gone on in the Department of I ndustry and Commerce with regard to the so-called 
"flight of capital" and I th ink my original observation was correct, that indeed the minister had been 
look i ng at a piece of paper that was based upon Mickey Mouse research. And in  view of the fact, I would 
l ike to present to the M in ister, at this time, a beautiful Mickey Mouse folder in which he might wish to 
keep this particular document, along with an i l lustrated example of the fl ight of capital, a Mickey Mouse 
i l l ustration of capital flight. So I 'd l ike this del ivered to the m i nister and if he doesn 't want it he may wish 
to g i ve it to his colleag ue, the M inister of Finance, or if the M i nister of Finance would like a copy we 
wou ld also get him one, if he wishes. So if the page would l ike to del iver that in due course, that would 
be very good. 

M r. C hairman, I was saying that there were a number of fal lacious arguments and statements m ade 
in this debate, and not on ly statements made by the Mi nister of I ndustry and Commerce on the so
call ed  "fl ig ht of capital" but also the argument that has been put forth that somehow or other that 
succession duty moneys somehow or other will affect the level of i nvestment in the province of 
Manitoba. 

This,  without doubt, is a fallacious argument. It does not hold water. And I think the Leader of the 
Opposition i l l ustrated this very clearly and carefully yesterday evening in  his reference to i nvestment 
patterns that have occurred in  Manitoba, not just in the last few years but in  the lastcoupleofdecades. 
He very well  documented the case that i nvestment patterns in this province do not have any bearing 
. . .  or rather the succession duty level in this province, or the existence or non-existence of succession 
duties in this province has really no bearing whatsoever on the level of investment. Therefore I say, M r. 
Chairman, that this argu ment that has been put forward by the M i n isterofFi nance when he introduced 
th is b i l l  si mply fallacious. 

As a matter of fact, the bulk of the development that has occurred that I can recal l  in the last year i n  
the field o f  manufacturing has been by companies who have brought capital from outside o f  the 
province, whether you're talking about Sperry Univac, orWi npak, orGWG , or what have you, or Phi l l ips 
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Cables in wire and cable in  Portage, and so on. 
Most of these companies that I can recal l have been financed if not entirely almost entirely by capital 

suppl ies that they themselves have generated or have available within their corporate structure. And to 
assume somehow or other that these funds that may be affected by this particular Act, by succession 
duties, somehow or other have a major bearing on investment and the generation of jobs in Manitoba is 
simply not true. 

I say, also, that it's nonsense to assume that these funds somehow magically would stay in the 
province if you assume for a moment that there are some dollars leaving the province, whatever 
amount. It is not true to assume that such funds, even though they may be deposited with a trust 
company in the province of Manitoba or an i nvestment company or any other financial institution in the 
province of Manitoba, that that financial institution in turn would take those funds and invest them into 
industry in this province. 

There is nothing preventing a financial institution from taking those dol lars and using them for 
North Sea oil development, real estate in  New Yorl< City, some development in  Alberta, British 
Columbia, or goodness knows where in the world. And it's simply not true; it is  simply nonsense to 
assume that these funds that we're speaking of wi l l  somehow magically find their way into investment. 

I 'd l ike to suggest, Mr. Chai rman, that there has been for many decades now no shortage of capital in 
Manitoba. Manitoba's problem ... Because the Minister of Finance did relate this Act to the level of 
economic development and the rate of growth of this province, and in reply to that concern of the 
minister - which is a legiti mate concern and I share that concern with h im, about the adequacyofthe 
rate of growth - that you cannot assume that this is  going to have any bearing whatsoever on the 
problems that we've had in inadequate rates of growth in this province tor some considerable time, and 
particularly in the 1960s. I t  we had any problems of growth in recent years, i t  has been in the sixties 
compared with the seventies. And agai n  that has been documented earl ier in these debates. 

There is certainly no shortage of capital in Manitoba. If there were f u rther opportunities, capital 
would flow in, just as capital flows into Alberta because of oil and gas resource potential, so money 
would flow into Manitoba. Cap ital would flow into Manitoba as it did in  the first decade of this century. 
In the period 1 900 to 1914 there was a fantastic i nflux of capital supply into the province of Manitoba 
for a good reason, because W innipeg and Manitoba was the beginning point of the vast development 
that was occurring in the prairie region of Canada at that time. There were resources to be developed, 
markets were growing and, generally speaking, there were reasons for capital to come in. There was a 
net influx of capital into Manitoba at that time. And if we're concerned about the supply of capital, I say 
be more concerned abo ut the resource base that you have to deal with, be more concerned about the 
marl<et situation. In tact, we could even be concerned, if we might, with c l i mate indeed but not 
psychological cl imate. I suggest physical c l imate is probably a much more damaging type of c limate, 
and a more inhibiting type of cl imiate that we have to deal with in terms of investment levels in the 
province. 

· 

The Leader of the Opposit ion last night very well documented the historic levels of investment in the 
past couple of decades. I just might add as a footnote to that, Mr. Chairman, that actually I bel i eve that 
the reference to the private investment levels is perhaps . .. And the numbers that are shown as 
private investment is perhaps overstated as a p rivate component of investment, because the private 
investment, as I read it in those figures, incl udes MDF loans; and MDF loans were secretive in the 
1960s. We cou ld not, the members of th is  House, the media, the public of Manitoba, were not privy to 
any investment by the Manitoba Development Fund. In tact it was i l legal to have any knowledge or for 
any knowledge to be given as to what the MDF was doing. It was shrouded in secrecy. And agreatdeal 
of what was supposedly private investment in the sixties was real ly investment dollars that was 
provided by the Public Treasury through the medium of the Manitoba Development Fund. 

The Manitoba Development Fund, in effect, provided these dollars and what you had really was 
disguised public investment which does appear in statistics as private investment, but which was really 
disgu ised public investment. 

At any rate I 'm suggesting, Mr. Chai rman, that obviously we cannot accept, if we're goi� to run 
governments soundly and make the right decisions, we have to be very carefu l in the assumptiOns we 
make; we have to be very careful in the estimates that we make. We've said we can't afford Mickey 
Mouse estimates of supposed flights of capital, and at the same time I suggest we cannot make any 
Mickey Mouse assumptions as to what happens with these funds. 

The mention was made earl ier in the debate to the unfortunate consequences of reductions of 
sources of revenue by the government and I think a good example is and has been referred to but l refer 
to it also as an example of, and it is only an example, of what one could do with such funds. The example 
has been put forth that one could use these funds and ensure that the level of treatment at the Portage 
Home is maintained at an adequate level,  that one could use these funds to ensure that the level of 
treatment at Selkirk is is going to be maintained and not al lowed to deteriorate. 

Likewise, at the Brandon Mental Health Centre. As I heard the Minister of Health this morning, Mr. 
Chairman, if I heard him correctly, he said, for example, there were 636 people employed at the 
Brandon Mental Health Centre of w h ich 359 were not bul letined and that the policy was to allow the 
non-bu l letined vacancies to not f i l l  non-bul letined vacancies. So what this means then in effect is that 
as vacancies occur in the non-bul letined level that potential - !  don't know whether that would ever be 
reached -but a potential of 359 jobs would be lost in Brandon, at the Brandon Mental Health Centre, 
that's how I would interpret his statement. 

M R .  SHEAN: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, 
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MR. CHAI R MAN: The Minister of Health on a poi nt of order. 

M R .  SHEA M A N :  My point of order is that that's a misinterpretation of the statement There is no 
(l nterjection)- Well , it may not be a point of order, then it's a point of privilege. 

I don't feel and I don't fault the Honourable Member for Brandon East for his i ntel'pretation, but I 
want to advise the committee that it is a misinterpretation.  I said precisely that the mechanism 
employed by government through M anagement Committee is establ ished and is working to ensure 
precisely that that does not happen. 

The routine procedure has always been that term employees could move from one staff-man-year 
position to another - in other words, to fill a permanent vacancy. And if special measures are required 
to ensure that that procedure is followed, that's precisely what government through Management 
Committee is dealing with right now to ensure that those institutions are protected. 

M R .  CH AI R MAN: . . . the members I fail to find that a poi nt of privilege. The Honourable Member 
for Brandon East. 

M R .  EVANS: Thank you, M r. Chairman. Well ,  as I said I am trying to discuss the general impact of 
this bill at this report stage and I have made various comments about the impact of the bill in the 
economy. I 'm looking at the other side and I use this as an example because it was a pertinent relevant 
example, a current example, and I 'm sti l l  not certai n  - and perhaps we will get better clarification as 
we go - but I 'm sti l l  not certain as to the government's position i n  the matter. ! 'm not doubting his word 
for one moment, but it's a matter of clarity. And again I refer to this as an example, that here we are 
giving up what amounts to about $5 mil l ion - it may not seem like a lot of money to somepeople in the 
total spectrum of things when you're dealing with a budget of over $1  bi l l ion but nevertheless at a time 
when the government and my colleagues opposite me here tell  me they are going to restrain, they're 
going to save every n ickel possible, I say at the same time you should ensure that you do not give up any 
revenue, that the sources of which can afford to provide this revenue to the Treasury of Manitoba. 

And I say therefore it is very unfortunate that if given the government's desire to cut down and to 
balance budgets and to give away funds that we're going to be faced with what seems to me to be some 
type of the reduction in  staff at the mental institutions, I can't for the l ife of me understand what else 
wil l  happen. The staff will not certainly increase. We won't have more people at the Portage Home 
servicing those people; and I can't see adding to the staff at Brandon or Selkirk. What I can see 
happening by your decision to al low term positions to lapse, i n  effect, that there is going to be a 
diminution, a reduction, in staff and if I add up these figures it looks to me that there is a potential. I 'm 
not sure whether the government wi l l  go this far, but there is a potential given this policy of not f i l l ing 
term positions of 1 , 1 1 9  layoffs, 1 ,  1 1 9  layoffs in the province over a period of some months, maybe a 
year or so. That's the potential because those are the numbers of term positions which, as I understand 
the policy, are not being fi l led. · 

So I think not only is it disastrous in terms of the people that are being cared for at these i nstitutions, 
but it's going to be disastrous for those persons who are now employed or potentially employable i n  
those communities, Portage, B randon and Selkirk. 

And one could use other examples of how $5 mi l l ion may be well spent in this provi nce on behalf of 
the public in  a very good way. 

I just want to conclude, Mr. Chairman, with the observation that really this bil l  and the motivation of 
the government in this bi II seems to me based on a real commitment to somehow or other alleviate the 
tax burden on the wealthier people of the province, and I think that's really unfortunate. 

I think that it's based on a bl ind ideological approach and I really think that the government's 
continual reference to spend ing by government being somehow bad or barren is false and also based 
upon blind ideological thoughts or imaginations in this matter; because the fact is government 
spending can be most positive in thecaseoftheBrandon Mentai HealthCentreor thePortageHome for 
Retardates or the Selkirk Mental I nstitution, here are examples where government spending i s  
required, where government spending is needed, government spending i s  not barren. 

· 
And frankly I think it's going to be, in the long run, either the government of the day is going to have 

to rethink its ideological positon on this or take off its ideological bl inkers or else the province of 
Manitoba is going to face even more economic disaster in theyear or two ahead than I think we'regoing 
to be facing. Because the fact is that if you look at the historical development of th is province -you only 
have to look back a couple of decades - you'l l  see where government spend ing in this province has 
acted as a very positive stimulus to the provincial economy. and it has, in effect, been something of an 
engine of growth or an instrument that has stimulated growth. And if you are now going to reduce the 
presence of government; if you are now going to reduce its abil ity by means of bil ls such as Bil l 3 
whereby you are curtai l ing the amount of potential revenue, then you are going to contribute to 
unemployment i n  years ahead and you're going to contribute to a slowing down of the rate of economic 
development of this province. And at the same time the people - I  mean it's easy to say that - but at 
the same time there is going to be a lowering of the standard of l iving of the people of this province; and 
at the same time there are going to be some people who are going to be very badly hurt. And the people 
who are going to be hurt are the people who can least afford to be hurt ,  whether they be the mentally 
retar�ed or t�e people with emotional problems, wh�ther they be the elde�ly - I 'm just waiting for the 
cuts 1n the fteld of the aged - or whether they be 1n other areas of soctal need and social welfare, 
because there is no question in my mind that given the government's determination to carry out what it 
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has stated it's going to carry out, that these people, the people who can least afford to be hurt, are the 
people who are going to be h u rt .  

We've had an example this morning. A nd I say it agai n ,  this is an example - I ' m  talking about the 
general b i l l ,  the principle of the bi l l ,  the bi l l  in generalities - but I use it as a very good example of what 
is going to happen in this province, what is now happeni ng in this province, and that is a deterioration in 
the services to the mentally and emotionally h andicapped. And I say that the peop lemf Manitoba cannot 
afford this approach and the government of Man itoba cannot afford to continue this approach, and it is 
a sad day that we have to sit here and discuss a bi l l  that is going to curb the abi l ity of the government to 
obtain revenues, revenues that are badly neElded from those people of th is provi nce, and just a handful 
that they be, to contribute to the people of th is province who are in need and in effect who have a hand 
that is out there and these people are reaching out and who should be responded to in a positive 
fash ion .  

And I say, therefore, that I would hope that the government would reconsider. I k now i t  wil l  not. I 
know they wi l l  use thei r majority and pass it ,  but I say again that this is a very very d isastrous example of 
things to come. 

M R .  CHAI R M AN: The Honourable Member tor Selkirk. 

M R .  PAWLEY: M r. Chairman, ! would l ike to just say a few words in  connection with the reporting 
back of this bi l l .  

I think that many of us did wonder, as did obviously acolumnist for the Winn ipegTribune a few short 
weeks ago, as to what the other side of the coin would show to Manitobans . .  

I reca l l  i n  that column there was a suggestion that we would have to wait unti l next spring before we 
would know what the other side of the coin  was to ind icate. What the other side of the coin would 
ind icate is the price for tax cuts including this particular one that is before us this morning. 

1 know that most of us on this side thoug ht  that it would probably be a d i minution of services insofar 
as the aged were concerned, i nsofar as the P ropertyT ax Credit Program; any other n umber of services 
would probably be part of the price. 

1 know that I for one never tor a moment, u ntil only a few days ago, when I began to receive some 
ind ication from my own independent sources that there was something afoot insofar as the dec rease in 
services to those who were mentally retarded and mentally afflicted in our institutions. And even at that 
time, M r. Chairman, I m ust tel l  you that I was somewhat reluctant to pose the q uestions that I raised 
yesterday thinking that it was based more on rumour or speculation rather than substance. 

Well, M r. Chairman, unfortunately we are now beginning to see a l ittle bit, j ust a beginning, of the 
other side of the coin. 

M r. Chairman, there is j ust no way, no way that I can nor members on this side vote in  support of a 
measure which would red uce revenues to the province of Manitoba if part of the p rice for that reduction 
in reven ues is to cause those that are mentally sick, those that are retarded in our  i n stitutions, to pay a 
portion of the price. There is just no way in conscience and I would hope that honourable members 
across would share. I do feel that the M i nister of Health and Social Development would be the last, I 
th ink would be the last as an ind ivid ual, that would want to see the services to mentally afflicted and the 
retarded decreased in any way, shape or form. 

M r. Chai rman, it is my information that there have already been some term i n ations that have taken 
effect. And what the honourable meer has ind icated this morn i ng I am unable to g ive at this point too 
clear an interpretation as to what the impact of the announcement is. Al l  that I can safely say at this 
point, that I interpret the answer, the report which I appreciated his return i ng expeditiously to this 
House, was that there would be some reduction in  staff. To what extent I don't think he is able to 
ind icate at this point, nor are we here, but certainly some decrease in  staff. 

There is to be some decrease i n  services to those that are weaker than ourselves in society, in order 
to fulfill the desire at all costs to meet el ection promises to substantiate tax cuts to those that are 
wealthy i n  our society. 

M r. Chai rman, I am concerned about those that have for many years - because I u nderstand that 
there are a number that have spent a nu mber of years in provid ing services to those that are mentally 
s ick i n  our society - that are concerned about their future positions in cont i n u i ng to pay to provide vital 
services. To throw such employees i nto the m idst of those that are unemployed at a t ime in Manitoba's 
history where I believe we have the hig hest unemployment rate that this province has experienced in  
many many years - I  haven't had the statistics to examine year by year but I th ink possibly I t  goes back 
to the forties - that there has been such an u nemployment rate percentage as what we are now 
experiencing in Manitoba. . 

It's certainly not the time to, in order to meet the cost of revenue reduction insofar as inheritance 
and g ift tax is concerned to, on the other hand, to reduce the nu mber of those that are providi ng services 
in our i nstitutions, our mental i nstitutions, and in our institutions pertaining to the retarded. lt 's not the 
time, in fact, it is never the time. Our society is  m issing something. Ye t, in  order to obtain additional 
revenues, in order to meet comm itments made during an election =ampaign, those that are among the 
weakest in our society, those that are unable to speak effectively for themselves, those that have very 
little future to look ahead to, should find themselves, because of hasty or cold decisions, pay a price 
which only adds and contributes furthering to the burden which they al ready must carry within this 
society of ours. 

So, M r. C hairman, at th is particular point, dealing with the reporting back of th is  b i l l ,  when we are 
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dealing with concessions wh ich wi l l  provide substantial sums of money to those in  our society who 
al ready do have much, I th ink we ought to pause and reflect for a moment before reporting back this as 
to what g roups in our society wi l l  be called upon to pay the price. l f  it is those with inoursociety that are 
able to, that are young enough and healthy enough and prosperous enough to pay the price, M r. 
Chairman, then I have no problem in reporting back this bi l l  but if it is to be those that are i l l ,  if it is to be 
those that are aged , if it is those that are weak within our society that are to pay the price, then, M r. 
Chairman, I must in a l l  vigour oppose the reporting back of a b i l l  which would introduce into this 
province such an indecent measure at this time. 

M R .  CHAI R M AN: The Honourable Member for St. George. 

M R .  U R U SK I :  Thank you, M r. Chairman. I wanted to take part at this time in the debate as I d id not 
speak in the debate earl ier and make a few comments with respect to the bi l l  before us and how it 
relates in  terms of the actions of the Conservative Party in  terms of the recent revelations over the last 
few months of staff reductions in the civil service and of late the contemplated staff reductions in our 
health i nstitutions. 

I th ink the Conservative Party here in Man itoba although they - and I would l ike to hear from them 
- may deny and I 'm not at al l  certain, they are following almost to a letter a portion of a document that 
was prepared - I  am sure if not for th em for discussion or for their consideration - byoneof whom I am 
sure would be considered as an advisor from the outside or wherever he is from by the name of David A. 
Young. I know he was thei r advisor on energy matters and on hydro matters and he wrote a . 

M R .  CHAI R M A N :  The M i n ister of Finance on a point of privi lege. 

M R .  C R AI K :  M r. Chairman, on a point of privilege, the member has now confi rmed what I th ink he 
said earl ier when he was wishing to speak on this before that the document in  question by the author in 
question was a product developed for the Conservative Party. Now this has been dealt with before 
publicly by the First M in ister. The document that the member is now going to attempt to get into is not a 
document prepared for theConservativeParty any more than the former candidate for the presidency of 
the NDP, M r. N ickTernette, speaks out on the issues with regards to his interests. We don't make this 
suggestion that he's speaki ng on behalf of the NDP. The document in  q uestion that the member is about 
to use, let me tell h im, s ince he's now confirmed that he tends to attribute it to theConservativeParty, it 
is not a Conservative Party document, was not prepared in any way, shape or form fortheConservative 
Party, it was prepared as much for his own edification as for anyone else's. 

M R .  CHAI R M AN: The Honourable Member for I nkster. 

M R .  G REEN: M r. C hairman, on the point of order, I accept the clarification that Djid A. Young and
Nick Ternette are speaking in the same type of categorization.  

MR. C H AI R MAN: The Honourable Member for St. George. 

M R .  U RU SK I :  M r. Speaker, I ' m  glad the Min ister of F inance ind icated that but I want to say that 
whether it has been prepared for the Conservative Party or not, I want to indicate that it certain ly 
appears that at least certain segments of that document are being implemented possibly, and I would £ say probably not by the knowledge of most members there, especial ly not by the knowledge of one, the ... M inister without Portfol io in charge of the Task Force, because that min ister in this document - and I 
think over the months the facts wi l l  be borne out - that he wi l l  be done away with. That area and that 
task force of course wi l l  be done away with and I will want to go into that at a l ittle bit of length, M r. 
Chairman, in terms of the b i l l  before us, in terms of the Conservative Party move to reduce taxation in  
their pledge that they made during the election and as well with the staff reductions. 

I would l ike to, Mr. Chairman, the document that I indicated that I am going to be quoting from in  
terms of  what I bel ieve is being used by theConservativeParty whether the document was prepared for 
them or not, I accept the words of the Min ister of Finance. If it  was not prepared for them, someone 
certain ly has read it on that side and is certainly making use of it and the document was called "An 
Essay on B ureaucracy" prepared by David A. Young in J anuary of 1 976. On Page 29 of the document 
that the strategy of the party in power, when they come i nto power, should be in four elements. 

F i rst, the elected representatives should cause the sen ior echelon of the civi l $ervice to reduce 
bureaucratic staff by 25 percent across the board and this would be ach ieved by withholding authority 
and money from the senior echelon unti l  the desired staff cut was achieved. I 

The second element, M r. Chairman, of the strategy is a tax cut. Taxes should be . 

M R .  CHAI R MA N :  O rder p lease. The M inister of F inance on a point of order. 

M R .  C R AIK: I bel ieve that the document is a val id reference provided itfeals with the bi l l  in q uestion.  
I 'm talk ing about, if thedocumentdeals specifically or d irectly w ith the Succession Duty Act, that's f ine,  
it's a valid reference. I f  it doesn't, if it's with something to do with staff cuts and other issues, i t 's not 
related to this bi l l .  

MR. CHAI R MA N :  The Honourable Member for I nkster on a point of order. 

I 
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MR. G R EEN: Yes, on the point  of order. The honourable member w i l l  appreciate that any time a tax 
measure is brought in to increase revenues, that members are able to speak of all of the waste and 
m ismangement of the government and when a tax measure is broug ht in to reduce revenues, members 
are entitled to speak about any matter wh ich is affected by the reduction of revenues, therefore, the 
honourable member, in my submission, is  completely in order. I ask the Honourable Chairman to 
consider that when a budget is brought in to increase tax measures and one can go to several such 
instances in the past, that members of the opposition were entitled to take any subject on which the 
government is spend ing money and show that, in their opinion, this money need not be spent and 
therefore the taxes need not be raised. 

M R .  CHAI R M AN: The Honourable F irst Min ister on the same poi nt of order. 

M R .  L Y 0 N: On that particu lar point of order, fol lowing my honourable friend's pristine logic, would it 
not be equally the case then, if h is argument is as persuasive as he would have us bel ieve, that we 
should at this stage then be debating all of the other measures which have caused the government and 
the taxpayers of Manitoba and the treasury of Man itoba to lose money, such as FlyerCoach, such as the 
in herited deficit of $ 1 29 mil l ion w hich bears more upon the fi nancial state of the province than this
particular bil l  and so on. Now if my honourable friend is saying that, then he's saying that you can 
discuss everything under one particu lar bi l l  and I suggest that if he reads Beauchesne, he'll  find that 
that kind of logic wi l l  lead h i m  into a debating swamp out of which even he cou ldn't emerge. 

M R .  CHAI R M AN: The Honourable Member for I nkster. 

M R .  G REEN: M r. Chairman, to the point of order, I suggest to my honourable friend that debate is  
controlled in two ways. One by the rules and one by common sense. Yes, the items that he brought up 
can be debated . I rather expect that the members opposite would prefer that they not be debated but 
that's the only reason that they are not within the rules. We are debating a measure to reduce the 
revenues of this provi nce by $5 m i l l ion.  The honourable member is showing what is  the effect of that
red uction and it's perfectly in order and if he can make his points in such a way as to be effective, that's 
the pu rpose of the debate. If the honourable member says that that would open the door to all kinds of 
th ings which would be ineffective, I would expect that members wou ld be governed by common sense 
in that respect. 

M R .  CHAI R MAN: I thank the honou rable members for their contributions on the point and again it 
is a d ifficu lt line tor us to fol low in the com mittee. The motion that is before thecommittee is that the bi l l  
b e  now reported and I leave that t o  t h e  committee members and hope we can fol lo w  the gu idelines of 
the bi l l  that's before us. 

M R .  U R U SKI:  Thank you, M r. C hairman. I ' m  very pleased that the members opposite feel, maybe 
some of them feel kind of uncomfortable with reepect to the document prepared because I am going to 
attempt to show, as has been i nd icated, how it directly relates to the strategy that the Conservative 
Party is now employing in the p rovince of Manitoba in dealing with the tax measu res that they have 
prom ised. I said the fi rst strategy was again to reduce the staff of the C ivil  Service and the second 
element of the strategy is to use a tax cut. 

I wi l l  go on to quote from Page 29, " faxes should be sh arply reduced on the same day that staff cut
proposals are del ivered to the sen ior echelon of the Civil Service and to the publ ic. This would have the 
effect of reducing the public criticism of the staff cut and would also countervail agai nst the modest 
economic imbalances brought about in certain districts and communities by the sharp reduction in
employment caused by the staff c uts. Tax cuts should be designed to take effect in ll staff with staff 
reductions. " 

M r. Chairman, the third strategy. "This  would have the effect of reducing publiccri icism to the staff 
cuts and would also countervail agai nst modest economic imbal ances brought about in certai n  districts 
and commu nities by the sharp reduction in employment caused by the staff red uction.  "That is -1 call it 
a very crass and sinister and maybe a non-admitted move by the Conservative government, or at least 
non-acknowledged, that they have any part of this document and I take their word for it. But it certainly, 
M r. Chairman, g ives one the impression that they are eloying this document in this section particularly, 
completely. 

M r. Chairman, I go on to quote, "As a th i rd element of strategy, sen ior staff members should be 
removed and replaced. This should be done swiftly and ruthlessly and there should be no exceptions. 
I ndeed, it would be prudent to dismiss a few at the outset to encourage the others. I n  the event that a 
strike emerged, it would presumably affect only the two junior echelons of the bureaucracy. Part of the 
third element of the strategy would be to break any strike whichmccurred. Various strike-breaking 
devices can be used. These are treated under tactics below. " 

"The fourth and final element of strategy is to provide broad latitude of authority to senior staff to 
recognize the trimmed and reduced bu reaucracy and to provide i ncentives to bui ld morale in all 
echelons so that the task confronting the government can be achieved with efficiency. " 

So, M r. Chai rman , when you a n nounce the tax cuts, you have to be as ruthless as you can to cut the 
staff so that in the publ ic's mind, they say wel l ,  they did those tax cuts and you know how they did it? 
They cut out a whole bunch of staff and they could achieve that. If you take that argument to its logical 
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conclusion, you would save you rself - what are the staff costs in  the province of Manitoba, $1 65
mi l l ion, something l ike that? Cut out all the staff of the public service and give no service to anybody and 
see what kind of tax cuts you would be able to employ. Mr. Chairman, the min ister - and I 'm sorry that 
he's not in the House today - that should really be walking around with his back against the wall is the 
Min ister without Portfol io I I ,  the M inister in charge of the Task Force. That min ister in the next few 
months wi l l  real ly have to watch h imself and I wi l l  go on to show how the Conservative government is 
now implementing and has implemented up to now this document in this section. . . 

"The proposed strategy rel ies," - and I go on to quote from Page 30, "The proposed strategy relies 
heavily upon the senior echelon of the bureaucracy for management and execution. Only the key 
elements of pol icy would be designed by the elected representatives. They would choose the 
magnitude of reduction to be achieved in general and would approve in particular a schedule of 
percentage cuts prepared and recommended by the core group deal ing the extent to which particular 
departments should be reduced. That core group headed by the co-chai rmen and one private sector co
chairman and one min isterial co-chairman."  I really don't know who has the authority in that group 
being that normally in terms of authority in government, a m i nister should be responsible but in this 
case, a minister is co-chairman. He would have equal authority or actually no authority with the private 
sector co-chairman of that group. ''The elected members would also rely for staff work on the core 
group and would place in the hands of the core group authority to d ismiss any bureaucrat from any 
department or agency at any level below that of Ch ief Executive for fai lure to comply with instructions 
and orders issued by the core g roup. The core group would present the schedule of staff reductions to 
senior executive officers along with an Order-in-counci l  sign ed  by all  members of the Executive 
Counci l  authorizing the proposed reductions and simu ltaneously, the core group would outl ine to 
senior executive officers the procedures for resignation and the conditions under which senior officers 
would be d ismissed . "  

I would l ike to go on to quote from Page 31. ''The core group would continue to supervise the staff 
reductions and would aid and assist in the process of removal and replacement of recalcitrant senior 
staff officers. " Boy, that word even goes beyond my twisting of the verbiage. "When the reorganization 
was completed, after perhaps ten or twelve months, the core g roup would be d isbanded." -
(Interjection)- Wel l ,  that's al l  right. I don't mind saying that I can't pronounce it very well .  ''Throughout 
the exercise, it wou ld be made clear that the pol icy was approved by all members of the Executive 
Counci l  and that no member of the ExecutiveCounci l  was empowered to argue against or change any 
element of the plan. Al l  authority would appear to rest with the core group, created by fiat of the 
Executive Counci l .  Among the senior administrators most of the anger and frustration resulting from 
the unpopularity of the policies would be focused on the core group, which would be d isbanded, and 
t the reorganization was completed." -{1 nterjection)- l nclud ing 
the min ister, M r. Chairman. It is almost l ike a secret service movie of -{l nterjection)-

Mr. Chairman, this is the strategy of the First Min ister - and I can only say of no one else - where 
he has his previous partner and h is defeated colleague for the leadership, he has set h im up very nicely 

. in terms of the new greatest task that this new government has had to perform. He has set h im up and 
said that you wi l l  be my right arm in terms of deal ing with the staff cuts, the tax cuts, and the staff 
reduction. 

T.hen, when the di rty work is done , that's it; even the min ister wi l l  disappear j ust l ike the tape in the
movu;s a�d spy stories that you sometimes see on television. M r. C hairman, that is a very . . .  And it 
certa�nly 1s apparent by the comments made by my colleagues and the relevations made by mycolleague, the Member for Selk irk,  in terms of the staff reductions that are contemplated. And this is
just the beginn ing. In the health institutions of this province - those same health institutions thatduring the c.ampaign the Leader of the Opposition said there was not enough staff to deal with thosewho were disabled and unable to look after themselves at those i nstitutions that caused the fire, the
same type of argument that the Premier made during the campaign and said that this government andou . . . . . t .fit t<:> be in office. Now tha� s�meFirst Minister is al lowing the staffcut� and h1s M.1n 1sterof Healt� 1s s!tt1ng �dly by. l f  I was that M 1n1ster of Health, 1 would resign. l wouldres1gn from th1s g��ernment 1f  � F1rst M1n1ster of .that government went out on the hustings and saidthat the former M 1n 1ster of Publ iC Works was not f1t to govern in that department, and not to provide theneeded staff an� the needed renovat!ons to that institution, and now they are prepared to cut staff notby 1 0  or 20 but 1t appears by the ent1re - or at least move towards the entire - term staff of the Civi lService, .who t�ey w�nt to do aw.ay with. -{lnterjection)-

Well lf that IS rubbish, M r. Cha1 rman, I want to hear from the M i n isterofHealth. We wil l  see over thenext few months as to whether or not this document that they so boldly denounced is not going to cometrue. And the people of Manitoba wil l  know who, in effect, and what form of strategy they haveemployed. 
�he one. that. I feel sony for is his colleague that sits on his right. He better walk around thesecorndors w1th h1s back aga�nst the wall, let me tell you.  -{Interjection)- 1 know. 
� r. Chairman, the oth.er i �d ividual in the group that certa in ly I feel has been co-opted is thePres1de�t ?_f the MG��·  .1 1mag1ne t�at the government real ly had h im ,  to a degree, against the wall .'!�ey sa1d, I f  you don t JOin u s ,  you W i l l  have no input in terms o f  where your staffgo. " So then you mustJOin them. 
I am sure that the President of the MGEA is walking a thin l i ne right now, because hedoesn't know when to get off. I am sure that he is probably wondering when h is neck will be chopped, when he wi l lhave to be part of  a group that wi l l  make a decision. I wonder if  he  has been part of  the group and 
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· whether he has been informed of the type of staff cuts and strike-breaking tactics that have been
suggested in this document, or even the staff cuts that have been suggested in those i nstitutions.

M r. C hairman, I have tried, during these remarks, to indicate that the stratEl9Y of theConservative 
Party is certain ly fol lowing th is document with as close an accuracy as can be mdicated - as can be 
portrayed by myself. That strategy, although they have denounced that document, I thi nk will become 
more and more evident over the next few months. The manifestations- ot th is document are quite 
evident in terms of how they have set up the Task Force and its role, or at least its purported role, the 
staff cuts that have appeared in the Civi l  Service to date, and the proposed cuts in staff in other 
i nstitutions, the reduction of revenues tied with the staff cuts to make the public believe that you can 
reduce taxes and at the same time cut staff so thatthetwo can be joined together and people wil l  th ink: 
Well yes, the Civi l Service is just too big a nd just too bloated, that we can cut a few staff and we will be 
able to get these tax cuts. 

B ut who do these tax cuts affecf? W ho in my constituency, for example, or in the province of 
Manitoba - especially in rural Manitoba - do these tax cuts affect and who do they benefif? Almost no 
one, M r. Chairman. 

You know the only group that they have benefitted in terms of the succession duties, and I have to 
say that there is a group in society that have benefitted by having the succession duties. The group that 
has benefitted have been the insurance agents of this province. Those l ife insurance agents who went 
around the rural areas and talked to farmers and said, "Look, you'd better buy $50,000, $60,000, 
$1 00,000 worth of li fe insurance because you are going to be swamped with paying estate taxes when 
you d ie. So you'd better have a lot of l i fe i nsurance coverage on yourself, because you wil l  not be able to 
afford to transfer that estate to one another. " 

M r. Chairman, there have been agents a l l  over the province peddl ing that k ind of rubbish. What are 
they going to do noW? What are those agents going to do now, when the Tory Party has taken away that 
good sales gimmick of those insurance agents who went around rural Manitoba and said, "Look, buy a 
lot of insurance because you wi l l  not be able to afford to pay for the estate that you wil l  want to pass on. 
Cover yourselves very wel l . "  What are those agents going to use, now, for a sales g immick, when there 
is not going to be an estate tax, to work on thei r prospective clients? 

M r. Chairman, that was a total fallacy perpetrated not only by the Conservative Party but by the 
insurance industry on many small business people, farmers, throughout the province. We know that 
the exemptions created by the past administration certain ly left no hardship in the estate tax 
legislation. 

As a matter of fact, the com ments made by my colleague from Lac du Bonnet, when he read the 
section of the Act , said there would be un l imited time for payment if it was deemed a hardship on the 
individuals who were transferring the estate. But anybody knows that if they wish to transfer their 
estate they should do it with in their l i fetime and certain ly with good advice from either legal or 
accounting advice, that that can be accomplished with no hardship in termsof the estate thatthey wish 
to pass on, if the estate at least reaches a h alf a mi l l ion dollars, net, after all the debts. And I wonder, Mr. 
Chairman, in  terms of the farm commun ity, how many. l have not heard of one, although I have heard 
many comments, even from farmers who own one-quarter section of land, being worried because of 
the type of innuendo and mis-statements, not only by members of the opposition, that have been 
quoted around the province, but also by members of the i nsurance industry, in using a good sales 
gimm ick in terms of sel l ing i nsurance to people to cover off their estates. 

M r. C hairman, this bi l l  chal lenges, I believe, all the equity of taxation that the New Democratic Party 
government tried to work toward and i s  now being eroded by the Conservative administration. And I 
believe that the document that I have quoted from is a very . . .  I call it a s in ister plan, a very callous 
manipulation of people by a group who purports to be the friend of the work ing man. And if, in the 
months ahead, it is borne out that the staff reduction in the homes providing health services to the 
retarded, or maimed, or disabled, are going to be cut, and the tactic employed - as it is being employed 
today - wi l l  be used, that the ind ictment of the Conservative Party in terms of the tax cuts that they 
have proposed will certain ly be a black mark on the history of this provi nce. 

M R .  CHAI R MAN: The Honourable M ember for Ste. Rose. 

M R .  A . R .  (Pete) ADA M :  Thank you ,  M r. Chairman. I wil l perhaps make a few comments at the 
report stage of this bi l l .  I 'd l ike to apologize for my voice. l 've had a bad cold for the lastcoupleofdaysbut 
I 'm getting back on track. 

However, I think, Mr.  C hairman, that the introduction of Bi l l  No. 3 at th is particular time, i n  my 
opin ion, is very unfortunate. I t 's very untimely, as we have come to learn duri ng this session, it is 
untimely and it is unnecessary. It is unnecessary in the tax structure of our p rovincial economy. 

The government has used the ar�ument that this will give some incentive to the h igher income 
group in our province to reinvest and m some way this trickled-down philosophy wi l l  end up and create 
more jobs i n  our province. Wel l ,  it's a very n ice theory, Mr. Chairman, but unfortunately, in spite of the 
fact that the private sector is  very important, very important in our economy, it just doesn't work. And 
that is evident right across this country of ours. It just doesn't work and it's not working. 

You have no assurance whatsoever that this windfall that you are giving back to the h igher i ncome 
people of this province wi l l  not end up in some unnumbered, or numbered, account in  Switzerland in a 
Switzerland bank . . .  -{I nterjection)- My col league says condominiums i n  F lorida. You have no 
assurance that it won't end up in U .S. dol lars. 

It i s  not a valid argument to say that you brought this bil l in to create more buoyancy i n  our economy. 
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You have brought i t  in  because it's a doctrinai re phi losophy, a doctrinaire hang u p  that theConservative 
Party has, and always have had. And I say to you, S i r, that never wi l l  so many have to pay more taxes for 
the benefit of so few, by what you are doing here today. You are currying favour to a few el itist friends, to 
a few h igher income people, and what you are doing is paying back for services rendered. You are 
paying back for services rendered by some of you r  friends. That is qu ite evident. 

M r. Chairman, as my col league for St. George has just mentioned, it w i l l  not help one person in my 
constituency and in many other constituencies in this province, because the tendency of this capital 
wi l l  be generally invested in metropol itan areas and not in the rural communities. So it wi l l  not help 
rural communities, rather it w i l l  work as a detriment. And it's j ust unbel ievable that the Conservative 
Party wi l l  on one hand start cutting out on programs that do help rural areas, start freezing programs 
that are essential to our rural communities, and on the other hand start cutting taxes to the h igher 
income people of th is province. 

I spoke to the mother of the nurse who was on duty when that trag ic f ire in Portage took place, and 
she was a l l  alone trying to get people out of that bui lding. And it's unfortunate there was so much bad 
publ icity on the staff who were work ing at that time. And who was bring ing the bad publ icity? The 
people who are now sitting on that side of the House - the government of this province. They are the 
ones who were bring ing the bad publ icity on the staff. 

M r. Chairman, they wi l l  not cut out the major programs. They wi l l  not cut out the major programs 
that affect a lot of people because there wi l l  be a big reaction against cutting property taxcredit and 
reinstituting medicare premiums. What they wi l l  do is start cutting out those small programs 
throughout this province that affect people local ly, at the local level , and that wi l l  only hurt rural 
communities. Thank you very much, M r. Chairman. 

M R .  CHAI R MAN: On a point of order, the Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

M R .  SCH REYER: In the absence of the House Leader . . .  I see the House Leader is here now . . .  It  
was to raise the point that if it's necessary, as the expression goes, "not to see the clock for two or three 
minutes'' so that this measure, and I bel ieve there's one other, cou Id be cleared through this stage and 
th i rd read ing stage. 

M R .  CHAI R M AN: The House Leader. 

M R .  J O RGENSON: I f  that's the i ntention of  the opposition , then certain ly we have no objections to 
that at a l l .  d .  

MR. CHAI R M AN: (B i l l  No.  4 was read clause by clause and passed.) 
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

M R .  SCH REYER: May I, M r. Chairman, be al lowed to make the observation that qu ite apart from the 
substance of these bi l ls, you wi l l  have noticed the d ispatch with wh ich the techn ical drafting has 
proceeded. One of the reasons for that, S i r, is because when it comes to that, we have, I 'm sure we 
could al l  agree, one of the most competent l�al draftsmen in  Canada. 

M R .  CHAI R M AN: Bi l ls be reported. Committee R ise. Call in the Speaker. 
The Chairman reported upon the Committee 's deliberations to Mr. Speaker and requested leave to 

sit again. 

M R .  SPEAKER!: The Honourable MembetNcSIEUUfaN 

M R .  M cKENZIE: M r. Speaker, I move, seconded by the Honourable MemberforSwan R iver that the 
report of the Comm ittee be received. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

M R .  J O RG E N SO N :  M r. Speaker, I wonder if it would be agreeable to the House to proceed with 
th i rd read ing of these b i l ls at this time. (Agreed) 

M R .  SPEAKE R: Before we proceed, may I just draw to the attention of the members that at 
approximately 1 2:45,  in  another 1 5  m inutes, we' l l  have a small ceremony i n  the hal lway outside my 
chambers, the unve i l ing of the picture of a former Speaker of this Chamber from 1 966 to 1 969, the 
former Member for Swan River. 

Bill Nos. 3 and 4,  by leTH� ltEllEAmN&ae AIOIVfJRN"NllNI' filkli.8t. (On division} 

M R .  J O RGENSON: M r. Speaker, having concluded this portion of business, we wi l l  be proceeding 
to Law Amendments Com mittee this afternoon .  The Committee wi l l  be sitt ing this afternoon and this 
evening. I f  I understand the arrangements that have been made, correctly, it is the intention to sit 
tomorrow as wel l . -(l nterjection- No, the Law Amendments, j ust those members who are members 
of the Law Amendments Committee wi l l  be sitt ing .  
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M R .SPEAKER: Then, may I ask the Honourable Government House Leader when it is h is  i ntention 
that the Chamber meet aga i n  in formal . . .  

MR. JORGENSON: That poses a d i fficult question now because there is a possibil ity that if we 
complete the work on Saturday, w h ich is a possibil ity, then we could sit but that would be a l ittle b i t  
difficult to arrange. I would suggest that w e  meet Monday at 1 0: 0 0  a. m .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Hono u rab l e  Opposition House Leader. 

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, if - and I ' m  saying this by way of not suggestion but possibility - if the 
honou rab le member is of the opinion that there is a possib i l ity of completing the representations and 
the b i l l ,  then it may be wise to convene tomorrow at eight o'clock so that the House is here to pass that 
i nformation; if that's an outside possibi l ity, then Monday at ten . B ut I think that it's probably more 
real i stic that half the members get a hol iday, the other half come in and that we meet on Monday at ten. 
Otherwi se, we would have to com e  and meet in the House tomorrow at eight so that the House would 
be present in case we finished the materi al. 

MR. JORGENSON: In that case, I would be i nclined to agree with the Opposition House Leaderthat 
perhaps it would be more appropriate if the House met Monday at 1 0:00 a.m. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hour of adjournment having arrived, the House i s  adjourned and stands 
adjourned until 1 0:00 a.m. Mo nday morn i ng .  
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