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not protect Manitoba’s interests.

MR. RANSOM: Well, the IJC, as | understand it, Mr. Speaker, make recommendations to the
governments that are involved and in the case of the Garrison, we believe that those recommen-
dations adequately protect the interests of Manitoba.

MR. GREEN: Well, Mr. Speaker, | have one further question to the Honourable Minister. In the
absence of both parties having some regard for the recommendations of the International Joint
Commission and in particular, if the United States decided that they wouldn't accept those
recommendations which they didn’t like, what protection would the Province of Manitoba have and
what means would they have available of preventing either the full Garrison Diversion, or the entire
effects of Roseau River development in the United States without any possibility of Internationai
control?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Mines.

MR. RANSOM: Well atthe moment, Mr. Speaker, we have the undertaking of the Government of the
United States that they will honour the provisions of the Boundary Waters Treaty with respect to the
Garrison Diversion. If that undertaking by the United States Government was not to be honoured and
the recommendations of the IJC were not to be honoured, then we would have to see what other
types of action might be available to us.

MR. SPEAKER: Order piease. The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge.

MR.LLOYD AXWORTHY: Mr. Speaker, just following on that line of questioning and going back to
the statement the Minister made yesterday, would the Minister consider requesting Federal officials
and himself to appear as a delegation, or to visit in Washington to meet with the political officials in
the Congressional side so that they can explain the position considering that the report has gone to
Congress and that there should be some necessity to clarify very clearly what the Canadian position
is.

MR. SPEAKER: The uonourable Minister of Mines.

MR. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, we are in fairly frequent contact with the federal officials in Ottawa in
the Department of the Environment and in External Affairs and if there was indication thatthe action
that the Honourable Member refers to would be in the interest of Manitoba, then we would consider
doing that. But at the moment that does not seem to be the case.

MR. AXWORTHY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. | would ask the Minister to explain why he does
not think that is the case considering that there has been a revised impact statementthat has gone to
the Congress in the United States but there is strong evidence that there is increased political
pressure of, it would seem, proper time for himself or other members of this government to join with
the federal officials and try to seek some discussions with political officials, either from North
Dakota, from the Congress — perhaps the Vice-President who seems to also be involved, the Vice-
President of the United States — to make very clear what the position of this government is and to
ensure that they very much understand that the revised impact would have serious damage to
Manitoba waters.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Mines.

MR. RANSOM: Well, Mr. Speaker, we have communicated our concern to the Government of
Canada, and as the honourable member knows, the principal avenue open to us in terms of
discussion or negotiation with the United States is through the Federal Government and the
Department of External Affairs. They have communicated those concerns to the Government of the
United States. Our Federal Government certainly has not indicated to us that they think thatthe case
can be made any stronger by appearing before a committee of the United States Government or
asking for a meeting with the Vice-President. When we have some indication from the Canadian
Government that that sort of representation might be worth while, Mr. Speaker, then we would be
prepared to consider it.

MR. AXWORTHY: A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Would the Minister then undertake as soon
as he has the time — perhaps when Question Period is over — to undertake conversation with the
Minister of Environment in Ottawa to ascertain whether they fee! that the diplomatic channels that
they're now using are sufficientto communicate the concerns, not just to the Executive Branch of the
United States but to the Congressional Branch, and to determine whether it may not be in the
interests of Canada and of Manitoba to seek those very kinds of discussions at the political level
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‘With respect to the Province of Manitoba | can only ask my honourable friend to wait patiently
until the Provincial Budget is brought down and there may be further light shed on that topic at that
time.

MR. SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Speaker, | appreciate that matters of specific budgetary intent must
await the Budget. | nevertheless pose to the First Minister, by way of notice for consideration,
whether the government will consider the merits, the pros and cons of a program similar to the hiring
of 415,000 in the United States for the public service, proportionate to population in our country,
proportionate to population in our province.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. RONALD McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, | have a question for the Minister of Resources. | wonder if
the Minister could confirm that the Moose Lake Fishery or the fishermen at Moose Lake, in
conjunction with the Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation, have structured their operationin such
a way that they are now dependent upon the completion of the road into Moose Lake. And if that road
is not completed the fishery will probably not be able to proceed this year.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

MR. MacMASTER: Mr. Speaker, to the Member for The Pas, | am not aware of any particular
specific arrangements that have been made with the group or fishermen in the Moose Lake area. You
say here that they have made some arrangements with the Fresh Fish Marketing Corporation. |
haven’'t been made aware of that.

MR. McBRYDE: Yes, Mr. Speaker. | wonder if the Minister could tell the House if the fate of Minago
Contractors has yet been determined and if so what that fate is.

MR. MacMASTER: There is somediscussion8taking place atthe momentinrelationship toMinago
Contractors.

MR.McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, | haveasupplementary but I'll redirectit to the Minister of Highways. |
wonder if he could tell the House when the tenders will be called for the completion of the Moose
Lake Road and when he anticipates that road will be complieted and whether or not Minago
Contractors, which made a profit last year, will be involved in that tender for the completion of the
Moose Lake Road.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Highways.

HON.HARRY J. ENNS (Lakeside): Mr. Speaker, | think it probably calls for an Order for Return, but
I'll accept that question as notice.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, my question is by way of follow-up to a previous question to the
Minister of Health. I'd like to ask the Minister of Health if he has had an opportunity to ascertain
whether the nature of the arrangements with the dental nurses in training is in the nature of a legal
obligation or moral obligation or both, and whether the Minister in fact has met with representatives
of the dental nurses or whether he has refused to, as has been ailegedly reported.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

HON. L.R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, | can advise the Honourable the Leader of
the Opposition that the follow-up is under way. | have requested from my colleagues, particularly
from the department of my colleague, the Honourable the Attorney-General, an opinion as to
whether there is a legal commitment to the student nurses or not.

On point number two, | haven’t met yet with representatives of the dental nurses, nor to my
knowledge have | refused to meet with them: | think that my office has indicated to them that the
question, the subject is under review, under study at the presenttime. | am aware of the situation that
they are in: | am also aware of the situation that I am in and no useful purpose would be served fora
few days as far as a meeting is concerned.

While | am on my feet, Mr. Speaker, | wonder if | could respond to the Honourable, the Leader of the
Opposition with respect to a question that | took as notice from him on Thursday, March 23. 1 am
afraid | don't have a concise response because the honourable gentleman asked me about the
cancellation of certain special education classes in the Portage la Prairie area, producing the
necessity of students to be bussed on a once or twice-weekly basis to St. Boniface for that said
service. Mr. Speaker, | have checked high and low in my department and | have not been able to
ascertain any such cancellationss. If the Leader of the Opposition knows of something specific of
which | am unaware and my department is unaware, | would ask him to provide me with more precise
information. | passed the question on also to my colleague, the Minister of Education, just in case
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