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assistance to these hard-pressed farmers in spite of the fact that last Fall the livestock market was
very depressed. We are pleased that it has strengthened since then somewhat, but at that time the
livestock prices were in a very depressed situation. We believe that these are important programs,
unlike the “pinko” government of Alberta . . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: Would the honourable member put that word in the record again just in case
Hansard missed it, that Alberta . . .

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, I'm trying to compare this present government here in Manitoba with
the government of Alberta and | consider the Alberta government to be “pinko” . . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: Ah, “pinko,” that was the word.

MR. ADAM: . . .incomparison to this government. Where their ranches were in the same situation
as the Manitoba farmers here, the Alberta government saw fitto come in with a program which would
at least assist each farmer up to a maximum of $2,000 for the transportation, not for the purchase, but
at least for the transportation. But this Minister here has not even seen fittodo that, notevento allow
themto. . .1 would like to know, Sir —(Interjection)— Well, would you like to speak, the Member for
Pembina wants to speak, | am sure he can get the floor.

| would like to know what is the intentions of this government, are they going to continue to
disregard the need of farmers when they are hard hit as they were last fall?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, | think | will start off by discussing the figures that we were
discussing, not try to deviate too far. | would like to make a comment, however, on part of the
statement made by honourable member opposite and it is certainly not time to criticize last year’s
budget, but it has been indicated by honourable member opposite that at this particular time there
were serious drought conditions that the government was beil  faced with. At this time the
conditions look very favourable and we have still maintained the sar..« amount of emergency fundsin
the budget for a problem which we cannot foresee. There was a bigger problem foreseen last year
gng | think we are certainly being responsible in maintaining that same amount of money in the
udget.

As far as the feed assistance program is concerned, in case the honourable member opposite has
not heard the answer in the House the many times that he has asked it, after negotiations with the
Federal Government and certainly our department looking at the problem and we were concerned
that there was a cash shortage for the purchase of feed in areas where feed had spoiled, that we did
implement an emergency loan fund through the Manitoba Agriculture Credit Corporation, which
individuals could come in and borrow $2,000 to assist them.

So | would like to go on record again as saying that we did implement an emergency program, a
loan fund for those individuals to help them out in times of distress.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, that is certainly an earth-shattering program of assistance to go to
farmers who do not have money, who have tle on hand, the price is depressed, there is all kinds of
lending institutions, and here the Minister is wrying to lead us to believe that putting up a program of
loan for the purchase of feed is something out of this world. | would like to ask the Minister if he could
advise us how many ranchers have taken advantage of this grand program of assistance that he isso
proud of. Could he give us the figures of how many ranchers who were 10ort, hard-pressed for feed
and had to purchase feed because they had lost it because of heavy rains, how many farmers took
advantage of this great program?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister of Agricuiture.

MR. DOWNEY: MR. Chairman, | don’t have those figures available to us right at this time. The feed
program, | believe, is still available and | think it indicates that the fact that there w a program
available if people were unable to obtain cash, it certainiy provided them the opportunity to help if
they were really in trouble with a sincere feed problem.

I think it indicates the true fact, whether there really was a catastrophe feed situation or whether it
was a matter of feed assistance being available without any repayment or whether it was a loan that
they really wanted — that's a difference in cash shortage and feed shortage.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, | think last fall | brought it to the attention of the Minister and | believe |
did warn him at that time that there was a very very heavy run of cattie being sold just because of the
fact that there was a very poor crop and a deteriorated crop of feed that had been harvested. In my
own particular situation | had to make a decision in my own operation as whether to keep my
livestock with the kind of feed which | had on hand which had badly deteriorated after it had been
harvested and stacked, and my decision was to liquidate the entire herd and several ranchers in our
area did likewise or at least drastically reduced their herd and | understand now that the livestock
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on the record as misguiding the Committee.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet.

MR. USKIW: Mr.Chairman, | would like to suggest to the Committee that the Minister of Agriculture
does not know what heis talking about when he tells this Committee that the Government of Canada,
through the Department of Agriculture, was not prepared to share in any cost of feed assistance
unless those costs were in excess of a million dollars. | would like to remind the Minister that only a
few years ago, we had a total cost of something in the order of $300,000, where there was no federal
program announced, or agreed upon, but afterwards they came in and rebated 50 percent to the
Government of Manitoba. So there is no validity whatever, Sir, to that assumption of yours that you
have to be in excess of a million doliars, unless, Sir, you have applied under the wrong program. And |
believe there is a program that formulates just that way, talking about disasters of one kind or
another, involving different areas of the province whether its urban or rural. Yes, there is abenchmark
figure below which the Government of Canada has not shared in that had to do with hurricanes or
tornadoes or whatever else came along.

But with respect to feed assistance in particular, we have been able to traditionally . . . In the last
five years, we have been able to receive assistance from the Government of Canada on a 50-50 basis
on any amount of money and it has been as low as about, less than $200,000.00. So | beg to differ with
the Minister; unless he can advise us that there has been a most recent policy change. If he can advise
us that, then that is fine, | will accept that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR.DOWNEY: Yes, Mr. Chairman, | think there has been some strong accusations here made here
by honourable member opposite that information that | have been providing is not correct. The
information provided to our department and to myself after requesting a participation with the
federal governmentand the province was as | have stated it, that we, in fact, did not qualify because of
the fact that it was a drought condition and it could have been covered by the provincial crop
insurance program, and because of drought conditions. And also, to qualify, the first one million
dollars would have to have been spent by the province. That is the information that was provided to
me at that time from the department and from the federal government.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, | would ask the Minister to please indicate to me, under crop insurance,
where benefits would have been available in the grassiand area of Manitoba?

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, | believe that the Province of Manitoba qualifies, | am sure that it
qualifies for crop insurance for forage crops in obtaining forage. You can insure your alfalfa against
crop loss.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, the area in question does not involve a great deal of tame hay; it
involves a lot of natural, or wild hay. Now, | also believe that we are not past the — well perhaps i can
be corrected — maybe we are past the pilot project stage on insuring tame hay but | believe that | am
correct, that it is too early to expect a great number of people to be participating in that particular
program. | am not sure if it has been in operation for one year, perhaps the Minister could correct me
if | am wrong.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.—pass — the Honourable Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. ADAM: | am waiting for the Minister to reply to the Member for Lac du Bonnet. i would like to
put on the record that the program in Alberta was also cost-shared with the federal government and
the Alberta government saw fit to draw on these federal dollars to look after their ranchers when they
were in trouble, and this government did not.

MR. DOWNEY: |wouldjustlike to respond that we in fact did not qualify. We sent staff to Ottawa to
discuss it with the federal government and were turned down. The provinces of Alberta and
Saskatchewan qualified because of the drought condition and we were not in that same category and
we were turned down by the federal government. We did approach the federal government.

MR. CHAIRMAN: (c)(3)Special and Emergency Programs, $16,800—pass; (c){4)Milk Control
Board, $29,500—pass — the Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, | think this would be the right time for the Minister to indicate to us what
his policy intentions are with respect to the Milk Control Board’s operations in Manitoba. What are
the intentions of the government?

MR.DOWNEY: Yes, therate at thistime, Mr. Chairman, we have no plans to change the Milk Control
Board as of this date. We are reviewing in that area, the area of Milk Control Board and the dairy
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exactly is it that is causing that particular weakness. Is it in the structure of our own manufacturing
industry or is it simply the areas of export and shipment that we relied upon for a good period of time
are now in depressed markets — whatever it may be.

Now, when he mentions the question that he hopes to take advantage of new investments or
products coming out of research and development, | couldn’t agree with him more that that is
probably one of the prime ways to approach the subject. But then | would raise the question — I didn’t
realize that it was in another item but he raised it, so it is worth coming back to — why is it this
province has substantially reduced its assistance in that very field; that one of the major cuts in the
Estimates of his department is in the field of research and development and that is going against a
situation as a province where we had one of the lowest per capita expenditures in research and
development of any province in this country, according to Canadian Statistics information; that we
said | think, half of one percent or something in terms of budgets overall, in terms of industrial
research and development, assistance to varieties orr. and d. events. And yet if he is saying that he is
going to put his emphasis on that particular area of activity as a way of turning this particular
situation around, it would seem somewhat contradictory then to go back and reduce the kind of
assistance should be put into that area, research and development.

| would really like an explanation for that contradiction, taking his own premise that that is the
Ehing to do, why in fact are we then substantially cutting back in these areas according to his own

stimates.

MR. BANMAN: Mr. Chairman, in dealing with technology and supply which were passed, and |
appreciate that the member wasn’t here, but this is one of the exact areas that we are sitting down
dealing with the Federal Minister right now, with Mr. Lesage. We have identified that particular area
and we are hoping to include this in our Industrial Development Agreement which, | might add, is
coming along very well and we hope to have very shortly. So thatis an area that has beenidentified in
that agreement and is a very strong component of that agreement.

MR. CHAIRMAN: (h)(1)—pass; (2)—pass; Section (h)—pass. (i)(1) Salaries—pass. The
Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: | wonder if the Honourable Minister, Mr. Chairman, can give us an update on the
question of regional air service in western Manitoba. As we know in this Legislature, for some time
there had been, in fact since the last federal election in 1974, a promise to put in a form of prairie air
service including points such as Dauphin, Brandon, possibly Yorkton, and we have our ups and
downs over the years on it but we still don’t have the air service.

I would also like to know if the Minister could comment on the possibility of the jet service that has
been talked about. | think it is the Lakeland Airlines. Is it Lakeland Airlines? —(Interjection)— Great
Lakes, pardon me, Great Lakes Airlines. Just where do we stand in that matter?

MR. BANMAN: Mr. Chairman, first of all let me deal just with the Great Lakes application.
Unfortunately when the Transair-PWA merger took place, the application that Transair had putin for
jet service, Regina-Brandon-Toronto, was one of the casualties of that particular merger. Since then
there was a smaller air carrier called Great Lakes Airways who made a bid and filed an application
with CTC to have a run which would go Brandon-Dryden-Toronto. | understand that the application
as it was put in now, because it had certain conditions on it, has been turned down by CTC. But | also
understand that the company will be reapplying. | have spoken with the people from Great Lakes;
they have been in here several times. We impressed on them our feeling that we would like to
definitely see Brandon get an air service and provide a hookup, at ieast for now, with Eastern Canada.
It did not give the people of Brandon an access into the west but | think it would have been a good
positive step forward seeing that Air Canada was not interested at all in picking it up.

One of the things that we thought would happen with Great Lakes making the bid is that —and sort
of did happen — Air Canada more or less backed off and didn’t, | understand, oppose that particular
bid, | think realizing that there is a need for that particular service to Brandon.

So the way the thing sits right now is we are going to have to wait and see, as far as the application
of Great Lakes, given certain considerations at that time.

With regard to the regional service, the hearings were held in the latter part of January, | believe,
or the beginning part of January and there is no decision on that yet that has come out of that. But
there were several carriers, | understand, that made bids for the Dauphin-Brandon-Winnipeg, and
there haven’'t been any results from that yet.

MR. EVANS: Well, | thank the Minister, Mr. Chairman, for thatinformation. As  understandit, then,
Great Lake Airlines is very interested; for some technical reasons it has had to reapply. It is in the
process of reapplying and we will see what happens. But Air Canada is not opposing it, | gather.

On the question of the commuter service or the prairie air service or whatever you may wish to call
it, involving Brandon-Dauphin and so on, could the Minister advise us as to which companies have
applied for that? | think his staff would have a list. | know that list has changed from time to time. |
know Time Air at one point was very interested in that but | believe it withdrew its application so that
Time Air is no ionger in it. | wonder if the Minister could advise us as to exactly which airlines are
attempting to get this commuter service?
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MR_. BANMAN: Well, Mr. Chairman, | think the Member for Brandon East, if you look at the
Estimates throughout the years | think there was less funding for that particular organization over the
last number of years. | think one of the feelings that we had, that given the restraint that we were
under and talking to people in my staff, there was a feeling among the people that there was in certain
instances, a duplication of function and we felt that for that particular amount of money we could do a
lot of that work within the department.

The Economic Development Advisory Board and | think in the last few years put out several
specific documents dealing with certain things. Exactly how beneficial they were, how many people
used them and exactly what they did, | think is very hard to assess. But it was a decision that was
made in light of the feeling that much of the stuff could be done in-house with the staff and as a result
it was sort of an external agency that at this time has been disbanded.

If, in the near future or ifwithin ayear or so we feel that the Board was indeed providing a valuable
service to the department or to some other external agencies, we can always, of course, bring it back
because there aren't that large sums of money. But that's the reaon for it right now.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Burrows.

MR. HANUSCHAK: Mr. Chairman, has the Minister any plans for a replacement for it, because |
would have thought that this would have been very much in line with his philosophy, with that of his
party, that he would want a group from outside of government representing the private sector having
some means to convey their thoughts, their views, to government and this would have been one such
way. So is he planning on replacing it with some other board which would provide that type of liaison
between himself and the private sector?

MR. BANMAN: No, Mr. Chairman. | think that the member is aware that they were turning out
specific reports dealing with certain segments of industry, whether it be employment, housing,
energy — | think the last report deals with energy — and exactly how beneficial, or how many people
read the report, or where it exactly went to, | haven’t been able to assess but we felt at this time that it
was one of the areas that was not of top priority and therefore we didn’t vote any funds for it.

MR. CHAIRMAN: As there is no money involved in Section (j) that completes Resolution 75.
Resolution 75, Resolved that there be granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $3,199,200 for
Industry and Commerce. Operations, $3,199,200—Pass.

| direct you to Resolution 76, Item 3.(a) Salaries. The Honourable Member for Elmwood.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Chairman, there are a couple of areas of the department that interest me, one
being the Development Corporation which is coming up, and the other is the Bureau of Statistics,
which we are now dealing with.

The budget of the Bureau was slashed by approximately 33 percent, and if | could again refer to
the Task Force Report, it was quoted as saying that the Bureau is providing a lot of information of
doubtful value, Statistics Canada produces volumes of statistics that are readily available, and etc.,
etc., the Bureau's budget should be substantially reduced. Now, no sooner are those words inscribed
in the Task Force Report than we see an announcement in the daily paper — in this case | have a
clipping from the Tribune — saying that there is going to be a northern census and that a provincial
census of northern Manitoba will be conducted next month because the province is unsatisfied with
the accuracy of the federal census work of Statistics Canada and it quotes the Northern Affairs
Minister in that regard.

In other words, on one hand they are telling us that they don’t need a provincial bureau to gather
data and interpret it and make projections because they can rely on Statistics Canada, and then
almost the very next day they tell us that they can't rely on the Dominion Bureau of Statistics or what's
now called Stats Canada, can't rely on them, so they are going to do an internal study. Now, which
it? I'd like the Minister to give us some comment on that. It seems to me that there’s a contradiction
here, or that he is not in close touch with the Minister of Northern Affairs, and | would like him to
comment on that. And | would also like to know, who is going to undertake this study of Northern
Manitoba? s it going to be the Bureau of Statistics or are we going to go to outside consuitants?

Now, there are some other questions which interest me in regard to the MBS. One is the factthat —
I get the following impression from a series of articles that have appeared in the press that the
Director, Mr. Gillman, who appears to have had considerable experience in the field of statistics as an
economist, as a person who worked for the Development Advisory Board at one time and was a
director of the Bureau, etc., he is suddenly without explanation fired by the Minister. And then it
becomes more curious, namely, the impression is given, Mr. Chairman, that the present Minister said
to Mr. Bowman that somebody was going to lose a job, that there was need to cut staff, and that the
Minister appeared to indicate to Mr. Bowman that he was going to be out of a job. So Mr. Bowman
decided, at least | go by impression again, that he would ensure a job for himself by bumping Mr.
Giltman. | suppose Mr. Gillman could then have bumped his deputy or his assistant and on and on
down the line. So, you know, if you carry that on to its logical extreme eventually the office boy goes
out and the Deputy Minister or Associate Deputy Minister or whatever the position of Mr. Bowman
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the Department of Northern Affairs, that the work, rather than being done by a central agency is
going to done by individual departments. In other words, instead of having a central agency which
presumably has certain economies and would have a handle on the affairs of the various departments
to prevent duplication and expenses, he is now telling us in effect, that when a demand arises that
each department, in this particular instance Northern Affairs, they will undertake their own studies,
they will do their own analysis. So, you know, the question is, how do they do this? | mean do they
have a complement of people within the department or within the various departments who can do
this kind of work. In the case of my old department, Public Works, | am not aware of the fact that there
were people who weretatisticians. | am aware of the fact that there were accountants and finance
people, and there were people with various skills, but it seems to me that the compilation of statistics
and so on is a specialty and that it can only be done by certain people with certain expertise.

The other point is that again, | find the treatment of the Director and the actions of Mr. Bowman as
being a case, | guess, of a conflict of interest, that the ADM has, | guess, the ground cut from under
him so he looks around and finds an opening — there’s a person in it — and pushes that person out.
That strikes me as perhaps a selfish action, maybe one that a lot of people would stoop to but one that
could hardly be described as commendable.

Another alternative might have been, rather than bumping down the line, which presumably
happened in this instance, would have been for that gentleman to be shifted elsewhere or for that
gentleman to have been dismissed.

Is he qualified? That question, 1 think, has been asked some time ago. Is Mr. Bowman, who now
finds himself occupying the seat of the Director of the Bureau of Statistics apparently has no
background whatsoever in that area, is he going to be able to run and provide the leadership
necessary for the Bureau of Statistics?

The final thing | would ask the Minister is, that the Director who is dismissed by him in some sort
of peculiar letter quoting a section from — | don’t know if it was a Civil Service Act or what — some
subsection, apparently the Director requested that the Minister meet with hm to discuss the
operation of his department. He was not allowed to do that. Then he requested a meeting with the
Minister to ask for the reasons for his dismissal and he was not granted that. So can the Minister
indicate why he did not at least have the courtesy of meeting with the Director, and if he had, what
reasons he would have given to him other than those that were contained in a very vague, and it
seems to me, not direct letter.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister.

MR. BANMAN: Well, Mr. Chairman, let me just very briefly say, that | have met with the gentleman in
question and we have talked it over. He has filed a grievance with regard to his dismissal and the
Deputy advises me that he has received a letter to that effect and | am advised that the appropriate
reply is being drafted and that it will be forwarded to Mr. Gillman'’s attorney within 15 days with regard
to the grievance proceedure.

Let me just say that with regard to the question about the Northern Affairs being involved in doing
the community study, | am advised that because they have people in Northern Manitoba, which the
Statistics Bureau doesn'’t, they can probauly do it cheaper. The Statistics Bureau is providing them
with technical expertise and the Northern Affairs people can do the survey cheaper that the Bureau of
Statistics could. So for that reason, | am sure the member will agree thatift eisacostsavingtobe
done and the bureau is providing the technical expertise, that's the route we should be following.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Eimwood.

MR. DOERN: The final point there, is the Minister saying then, that the bureau in fact is designing
the study and will oversee the study and will interpret the data, and that the leg work, the polling or
whatever it is, the acquisition of the raw data will be done by Northern Affairs, so the Bureau will be, in
effect, in charge and will oversee the whole operation.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister.

MR.BANMAN: Well, Mr. Chairman, this particular study is a very simple one. They are just counting
the number of people in the community so that the field work is being done by Northern Affairs and
some of the technical expertise, whatever was required, which was very minimal — it's really just
getting out there and doing the job | understand — it will be handled by Northern Affairs and itis a
very simple proceedure.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Churchiil.
MR. COWAN: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. On the subject of this northern survey, | would like to
first point out that | am very pleased that northerns will be doing the leg work. That northerns will be

involved in the census and | think that is admirable in the part of the Northern Affairs. But | woulid like
to go back and ask the Minister why would the Department of Northern Affairs initiate this survey?
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because all our with all our limitations, it's probably one of the best, so you've got a very excellent
organization.

With regard to the chalienge of creating jobs, the Minister said that he intends to set up targets and
these will be set down very clearly, types of jobs to be created, numbers of jobs to be created,
amounts of investment and so on. Well, | wish him lots of fuck. | think it's important to set up targets.
There were targets set up a few years back, the targets for economic development in a report called
the TED Report and, you know, one can set up targets but it's another matter to achieve these targets.
I don’t know what targets exactly the Minister was speaking about, whether he was talking about
some narrow targets that he thinks he could achieve with his department qiven the resources that
they have — which, incidentally, are essentially the same resources that v e available last year.
There’s been really a minor cutback. The figures may look a lot less than they were last year but that's
because you've transferred out some of the work such as the Energy Council to the Department of
Finance. So, give or take one or two staff positions, a few dollars here or a few dollars there,
essentially we've gotabout the same organization with about the same amount of resources availabie
engaged in essentially the same sort of programs. The Member for Fort Rouge is quite correct, we
really have a status quo situation.

| asked the Minister on a number of occasions about new thrusts in promoting trade abroad, new
thrusts in technology and so on and | gathered he will work on them but, at this moment, we don’t
have any great new approach that is being offered by the new Conservative Government.

But, what are the targets that he’s trying to achieve? If he's trying to achieve some very narrow
targets within the framework of Industry and Commerce, fine, because the resources are rather
limited and the challenges are formidable. But, if you are talking about general targets to maintain the
natural rate of population growth in Manitoba, are you trying to attain a situation where you gettoa
situation of employment that is acceptable to the people, where we get away from these very high
levels of unemployment — if you're trying to achieve that, then | say you have an impossible task
given the fact that this government is engaged in certain general policies of so-called restraint that,
as I've said before and | will say again in conclusion, are having a very serious negative impact on the
private sector.

So, | can ask the Minister now, where are the new potential industries that | think he alludedtoin
the newspapers? He was quoted in the newspapers a few weeks back about getting inquiries and so
on, now that the government had changed and there was a new attitude, a new spiritafoot, and soon.
I would like to know: Where are those new industries or who are those new industries? Who are the
companies? How serious is their interest and when are things going to happen in Manitoba in terms
of job creation, particularly in the manufacturing sector?

1 suggest, Mr. Chairman, — and | don’t want to be a pessimist, because I’'m not a pessimist by
nature; in fact I'm the reverse, I'm an optimist by nature — but | say, as a realist, not only are we not
going to see any new industries come flooding in, | think you're going to see a deterioration set in in
the Year of our Lord, 1978, not only because we're suffering a national economic recession butalso, |
repeat, because of the general overall fiscal policy of this particular government. We see jobs
eliminated in the public sector but | say we're going to see even more jobs — and they are being
eliminated eliminated now — they may not be as spectacular as the closure of a particular large
factory but, you know, one or two jobs here in one small enterprise, one or two jobs there in another
small enterprise.

So, maybe it would be very good if the Minister in his closing remarks could getup and say, “Yes,
we've got company A, company B, company C. These are very serious in their intentions, in their
concerns and interest in the Province of Manitoba and they are just around the corner sort of thing.”
But 1 don't think that we're going to hear that. So we could say, "Aliright, let's give the new Minister a
chance; let's give the new government a chance. They've only been in office nearly half a year; let’s
wait a whole year from now.” | say fine, we can waita whole year from now but the statistics are going
to show that the situation, regrettably, in terms of the industrial strength of this province will have
deteriorated. It will have deteriorated because the forecasts for the Canadian economy are not that
good; the forecasts for the Manitoba economy made by several forecasters are not encouraging
whatsoever. | repeat, the policies of this government are going to aggravate and worsen an aiready
bad situation that we're confronted with at the present time in the Province of Manitoba.

So, | wish the Minister lots of luck. | say he’s almost got an insuperable job trying to bring about
further industrialization in Manitoba but his job is being made impossible, | would suggest, by the
particular overall general fiscal policy of this government.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. ADAM: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. It's unfortunate that some of us had to sitin the
Estimates for the Department of Agriculture. We'd have — myself anyway, | would have liked to have
participated in the debate on the Estimates in this particular department but | was hoping to be able to
get back for the Minister’s salary.

| also want to commend him for his candour while | was here debating the Estimates. 1 believe he
has been more candid than the Minister of Agriculture; we're having some difficulty getting the
information that we wouid like to receive. Also, the Estimates as they are done up, are causing
additional confusion. We are having a difficult time to rationalize the figures from last year and this
year in the different Estimate books. )

A question that concerns me as a rural member, is where in fact are we heading at this particular
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