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Friday, April 7, 1978

HON. SIDNEY SriVAK (River Heights): Mr. Speaker, there were several meetings between the
Task Force members and the members of the Review Teams, their chairmen and their secretaries and
the Task Force fulfilled its function of reviewing all information and making its recommendations.

MR. HANUSCHAK: In that event, | have a supplementary question. | would ask him would he
double-check with the former chairmen of the Review Committees, whom he has now relieved of
their responsibilities, to find out when such meetings took place. Because if he will check the
sessional papers of the session, he will find documentation showing that two of his Review
Committee chairmen were out of the country during the month of March, which | presume was a
crucial month in the compilation of the report — namely Messrs. Thompson and Runciman. And |
would aiso like him to check with his 8hairm cn of the Agricultural Review Committee, who indicates
in a letter to me — a copy of which | am prepared to table — that with reference to Mr. Frederick
Fuicher, a chairman of one of hisReview Committees, Mr. Runciman, in his letter says, “| had nothing
whatsoever to do with this man or his theme during the period of Task Force activity.”

MR. SPIVAK: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member for Burrows obviously has not read the Task
Force Report and obviously has notread the section dealing with methodology. | would advise him to
read that and he would then be able to determine the manner and the way in which the Task Force
proceeded with the sources of information that it had available — one of which, Mr. Speaker, was the
Review Team Reports and the recommendations, the addendums to the report, the further meetings
that took place on the basis of the reports.

MR. HANUSCHAK: Mr. Speaker, i would also like some direction from the House Leader in dealing
with the Estimates and, in particular, the item of the Executive Council, Ministers without Portfolio
compensation and | would ask him for his direction. There is one line shown, and | am asking him
whether we will deal with the Ministers’ salaries collectively or severally, and if severally in what
order? And if collectively, how would we deal with a motion that someone in this House may choose
to make — on either side — to reduce a Minister's salary to whatever level, or will they stand or fali
together?

MR. SPEAKER: The Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON: My honourable friend has demonstrated enough ingenuity to be able to
determine that for himself. Whatever order he chooses to do so, it will be acceptable to us. But he will
have an opportunity to debate the responsibilities that come under the Ministers of Portfolios under
that particular item.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet.

MR. SAM USKIW: Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask the First Minister whether he can indicate to the
House whether or not he had caucused with the Ministers-elect, so to speak, on the firing of Deputy
Ministers before he carried out those instructions?

Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask the First Minister whether he had consulted or caucused with his
colleagues on the guestion of firing certain Deputy Ministers, who were fired prior to swearing in of
this government?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR.LYON: My honourablefriend wasamember of the Executive Council of Manitoba. He would be
well aware of the fact that even if | was titillated enough by his question to attempt to answer it, |
couldn’t do so under my oath.

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Speaker, | wonder whether the Minister would be prepared to tell the House
whether there was a meeting discussing the question of senior departmental officials before those
decisions were carried out?

MR.LYON: Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, someday when | write my memoirs my honourable friend will be
enlightened.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.
MR.SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Minister of Agriculture since | cannot wait
four years for the Honourable the First Minister to start writing his memoirs, and that is to ask the
Minister of Agriculture if he meant to say, or to give him an opportunity to correct now his reply last
evening which was to the effect that as far as he was concerned that the termination of the previous
Deputy Minister of Agriculture was a voluntary severance.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

HON. JAMES E.DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr. Speaker, thatis correct, the information as | stated, thatthe
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