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hope that this will be forthcoming shortly.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. SIDNEY GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct a question to the House Leader in the
absence of the First Minister. Can the House Leader confirm as to whether or not he has been
requested, or the government has been requested, by the Federal Conservative candidates to alter
the form of administration of this province by the Conservative administration in order to make it
easier for those people to get some support from the people of this province?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

HON. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris): Mr. Speaker, | can neither confirm nor deny that
suggestion.

MR. GREEN: | gather that it may be true.

I direct aquestion, Mr. Speaker, to the Minister of Highways. Can the Minister of Highways tell me
whether it is a fact that, unnoticed to the media, he delivered to the Town of Churchill badly needed
funds to the extent of some $1 million?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Public Works.
HON. HARRY J. ENNS (Lakeside): Mr. Speaker, yes.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for inkster.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, can the Honourable Minister tell me whether those funds were included
in the Estimates of departmental spending that are now before the House?

MR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, | suspect I'll have to ask the Honourable Mmember for St. Johns.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to know, Mr. Speaker, from the government, and ! ask this
quite seriously, as to whether the $1 million to Churchiil is included in the printed departmental
Estimates totalling some one billion, six hundred and some odd million dollars, which are now being
considered by the House.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Public Works.

MR. ENNS: Well, Mr. Speaker, the honourable member deserves a full and complete answer. |
suppose one of the last acts taken by the previous administration sitting in Cabinet on October 19,
that passed an Order-in-Council indicating that the incoming Minister of Public Works would pick up
the tab, so as to speak, for the horrendously expensive operating costs to maintain the complex at
Churchill, which were estimated as late as November of 1976 to be some $225,000, well within the
means and the capability of the LGD of Churchill to carry in their normal tax load, but in fact have
within one short year of full operation risen to a miilion plus. It is not correct that | delivered a million
dollars to Churchill on that occasion; | don't think the Honourabie Member for Inkster expected me to
do that. What | did indicate to the mayor and the council of Churchill, that we would honour that
commitment made by the previous Cabinet and administration in helping the community of
Churchill to maintain and operate and keep the facility open.

We have not budgeted for the item because | am not at al! satisfied at this particular moment that
the brunt, or the totality of that amount, should be borne by Manitoba taxpayers. | believe that the
senior Federal Government, which was a senior partner in this enterprise, to the — | believe the
percentage rating of 55-45 or in that area — and | believe the Federal Government has certainly as
great a responsibility as does the Provincial Government in terms of aimost deliberately moving staff
and people out of the community of Churchill which makes the whole viability of that complex so
much more out of line in terms of the numbers of people that it serves, the number of taxpayers in
Churchill, etc.

So what | have asked, in conjunction with the Honourable the Minister of Municipal Affairs to
arrange, and we will as soon as time permits, with our federal counterparts, to pursue as aggressively
as we can, hopefully some cost-sharing arrangements that have to do with this sum of money that's
been mentioned.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, it was difficult to codify or put a precise sum in the Estimates; we do not
know the precise sum to put in. What we agreed, and what we told the Town Council of Churchill, is
that the Provincial Government would pay the monthly bills which are coming in at — and | would
have to check that — at 50 or 60 thousand dollars a month, to keep the centre in Churchill operating.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, lest there be any misunderstanding, | have no criticism at all of the
expenditure or how the Minister is dealing with it, but would the Minister agree that if he has the same
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Speaker, now that the Minister of Industry is here, the Minister of
Tourism and Recreation, rather — | suppose he is exactly the right man to ask the following. Given
that there has been afire, reported at least, a fire invoiving Canada winter games facilities at Brandon,
given that there seems to be some rather strange litigation procedures involving certain people who
would be principals relative to ski facilities relating to the Canada Games, can the Minister give some
assurance that all this is being monitored and that Manitoba stands in no danger of not being able to
fulfill its obligations crisply with respect to the staging of the Winter Games.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, | think that that question had better be directed to me as the Minister
responsible for fitness and amateur sport. With respect to the fire, Sir, the report that I've received on
it to date is that it is relatively minor in the overall scheme of things. It involved the wood being used
for the bleachers at one of the athletic sites. There will be a week’s delay apparently in final
preparation of the site as a consequence but the Games officials themselves don't see that as any
significant or major problem.

As far as the ski hill situation is concerned, Mr. Speaker, the Honourabie Leader of the Opposition
will recall that this government reconfirmed the decision taken by his government to authorize the
application of $190,000 out of lottery funds for the construction of ski facilities at Mt. Agassiz for the
Alpine Ski events in the games. That work is proceeding and it is my understanding that it will be
completed well ahead of schedule. The necessary procedures were followed very carefully by the
government to ensure the protection of the funding that is coming from lottery trust accounts. That
funding is being advanced into a trust category and is being held “in trust” to be disbursed upon
comptetion of the facility.

MR. SCHREYER: Isthe Ministerindicating then that the litigation which is current which may have
real basis or which may be completely unjustified, we don’t know, but this, in any case, will have no
bearing on the pace with which the ski facility is brought to completion.?

MR. SHERMAN: | am assured that that is the situation, Mr. Speaker, because of a change in
principals in the Agassiz Corporation itself. | think | can assure my honourable friend that that event
will have no effect on the pace of completion of those facilities.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. A. R. (Pete) ADAM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have a question for the Minister of Northern
Affairs and by way of a preamble, it appears that there has been some market for the less marketable
species of fish this winter — | am referring to mullets — and | would ask the Minister if there were any
alternative proposals discussed with the Federal Minister — LeBlanc, | believe it is — in regard to
providing a subsidy to fishermen to cover the market price and the cost of production in order that
fishermen may receive at least the cost of production for their raw fish which is about 10 cents a
pound, a similar program that has been provided to the livestock producers.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

HON. KEN MacMASTER (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, that particular point wasn't specifically
discussed. | would like to believe the member could appreciate that it took us the 12-14 hours to
establish the two basic principles: (a) being that there was a need for a review of the marketing
procedures which could encompass this and, (b) that there was a possibility of negotiations foranew
structure, anew method of structuring the FFMC board. Ittook us, in fact, | say to you very honestly, it
took us the entire day to establish those two principles and get them in print.

MR. ADAM: By way of a supplementary question, Mr. Speaker, would the Minister take this as
notice and perhaps discuss this at some future time with the Federal Minister in order to . . .

MR. MacMASTER: Mr.Speaker, | am prepared to accept any suggestions in anyway, shape or form,
that would improve the fishing industry and the return of the fishermen to Manitoba.

While 'm on my feet, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Leader of the Opposition asked me a question
yesterday whether in fact Pakwagan was to be sold on three days notice. This is totally, absolutely
incorrect. | have no idea where he got the information but the original notice went in the papers on
April 21st and tenders are being opened, proposais looked at on May 10th, which is approximately 20
days.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.
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And | ask this question also, Sir, on your behalf, since | understand you nave a suite here in the
building with a shower and a bath. Is it part of the government restraint program that we had no hot
water here in the building for the last four days?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Public Works.

MR. ENNS: It's a matter of providing you, Mr. Speaker, with an invigorating start every morning as
you shower with coid water.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. WILSON PARASIUK: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Honourable the Attorney-General. In
light of the acknowledged effective job of representing consumer groups at the Manitoba Milk
Control Board hearings the other day, will the Minister confirm that Legal Aid lawyers will not be
prevented from representing consumer groups at administrative tribunals of the province or at Law
Amendments Committee.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

HON. GERALD W.J. MERCIER (Osborne): Mr. Speaker, | would advise the Member for Transcona
to read the regutations pursuant to The Legal Aid Society Act which gives the discretion to the Board
to allow counsel to represent such groups in whatever instances they deem should.

MR. PARASIUK: Mr. Speaker, | asked that question because the present Chairman of the Legal Aid
and the Task Force Report itself on Page 33, Volume Il, recommends that Legal Aid lawyers not
represent consumer groups, or other groups, at administrative tribunais or before Law Amendments
Committee, therefore, Mr. . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Can the member bring forward his question?

MR. PARASIUK: I'm just getting there, Mr. Speaker. Given that other Task Force Reports have been
implemented by the government, is this Task Force Report going to be rejected by the government
and therefore will Legal Aid lawyers be allowed to represent consumer groups at administrative
tribunals?

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, that recommendation has not yet been resolved.

MR. PARASIUK: Final supplementary to the Minister. Can he confirm that the Legal Aid lawyers
who were representing consumer groups before administrative tribunals and who appeared on
behalf of groups before Law Amendments Committee witl have their services terminated as of June
30, for their efforts?

MR. MERCIER: My advice, Mr. Speaker, from the Legal Aid Board, is that the Legal Aid Board on
their own have decided not to renew those gentlemen’s contracts.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourabie Member for St. Johns.

MR.CHERNIACK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would like to address some questions to the
Honourable the Acting Minister of Finance. Having reviewed his response as reported on Page 1243
of Hansard to my questions regarding the Pensioners’ Property Tax Credit Special Proposal, | find he
did not respond to that portion of my question dealing with the percentage of pensioners at various
income levels who were receiving all their education and property taxes paid under the existing
system, and I’'m wondering therefore if he could give us that information and possibly — | think it
would be more helpful — if he could actually distribute the schedules which he probably has which
indicates the before and after picture in regard to pensioners in different income groups. That's one
item.

The other one is, | was not here yesterday, nor have | had an opportunity to review Hansard, Mr.
Speaker, | am asking the Honourable Minister if he has responded to my request to give us
information regarding non-authorized or non-spent Capital Supply accounts in previous years. If he
responded yesterday | apologize for troubling him and will read it in Hansard, but if he did not, |
would ask him when he would.

And finally, Mr. Speaker, | would like to address to the Honourable Minister an inquiry as to
whether or not he, his department, or the First Minister have reacted to the fact that, having taken on
the proposal by the Federal Government on the sales tax contribution by the Federal Government,
and then having done so, having complained bitterly about the fact that they did not have adequate
consuftation, and considering the fact that Quebec has now received special consideration
recognizing its bargaining position, is the government prepared to attempt to re-open the
negotiations with the Federal Government to obtain a better deal for the citizens of Manitoba?

MR.SPEAKER: Order please. Before we go any further | wantto tell the honourable members of the

1346






Thursday, April 27° 1978
sitting of the Legislature in 1979, that report would be available then to the 8egislature.

MR. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | gather then itisthe government'sintention not to be able to
see this work proceed as expeditiously as to be able to presentareport this year but there will be one
presented next year. | just might add that my understanding is that it would be presented then within
seven days of the next sitting of the Legislature so therefore, and am | correctin this interpretatio8
that within seven days of the sitting of the Legislature in 1979 that the First Minister on behalf of the
government will submit this report to the Assembly?

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, if that is what the statute requires, that is what will be done.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Selkirk.

MR. HOWARD PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, my question to the Attorney-General. The Attorney-General
has taken as notice some time back questions pertaining to whether or not he was considering a
probe into alleged break-ins of offices of one Julius Koteles by the RCMP. Has the Attorney-General
now completed his investigations and considerations as to a probe?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

MR. MERCIER: No, Mr. Speaker.

MR. PAWLEY: Could the Attorney-General advise the House as to when he contemplates that he
will be able to provide me with an answer to my questions pertaining to this issue of a probe?

MR. MERCIER: As soon as | receive the report from the department, Mr. Speaker.

MR. PAWLEY: Could the Attorney-General advise whether or not the report is being prepared
within the department or is it being completed by persons or a person outside the department?

MR. MERCIER: The report, Mr. Speaker, will be made by the department in conjunction with the
RCMP.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON: | move, seconded by the Minister of Labour, that Mr. Speaker do now leave the
Chair and the House resolve itself into a Committee to consider of the Supply to be granted to Her
Majesty.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for EImwood on a point of order.
MR. DOERN: Is the question period over or is there still time?
MR. SPEAKER: Yes. — -.—.

MOTION presented and carried and the House resolved itself into a Committee of Supply with the
Honourable Member for Radisson in the Chair for the Department of Education and the Honourable
Member for Crescentwood in the Chair for the Department of Agriculture.

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY
SUPPLY — AGRICULTURE

MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. Warren Steen: Committee come to order. | recognize the Member for Ste.
Rose.

MR. A.R. (Pete) ADAM: Mr. Chairman, | guess we could have probably finished the Department of
Agriculture Estimates by 5:30 last night had it not been for same procedural foul-up in the House
when they went into Private Members, otherwise we could have completed it fast night, 1 am sure. |
haven't got much more to say. .

| have a few concerns that | want to again bring to the Minister's attention on what appears to be
changes in the policy direction of the Minister and this government, policy changes that | believe will
be a detriment to such areas as the constituency | represent, and also, | believe sincerely, to some of
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somewhere in the order of between 50 and 70 vacancies consistently over the last two or three years
so that there’'s no real reduction in staff as | understand it. And if 'm not correct | would appreciate if
the Minister would correct me.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Agriculture.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, there are some staff positions that have been deleted. The total
numbers of individuals, | don't believe have changed very much. | think under review all the programs
and the projects that are under way are being reviewed and we hope to re-employ the peopie that are
now employed with the department in any new programs that we introduce to the province.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, when | made my comments a while ago [ didn'thave my notes that | had
prepared last night. There's one more concern thati'd like to bring to the Minister’s attention and that
is the changes which | feel are very important, and that is the changes in the Manitoba Farm Land
Protection Act, and | would caution him very seriously that he will be endangering the viability of the
farming industry if he does allow Canadian corporations back into land speculation, and you know,
for one example, there are a number of Soviet Union companies in Canada which may weli start
buying land if he opens Canadian corporations. They are Canadian Ccorporations as such and they
may even set up a company to start buying land. You're allowing moneyed interests to compete with
family farms and | think that this would be very dangerous, to do this.

MR. DOWNEY: The member opposite, | believe, indicated at some time in earlier talks within the
Committee that he owned land in quite a few municipalities, and | hope it's for the concern of alt of the
Manitobans that he’'s concerned about and not particularly for certain individuals that are large
tandholders now or wish to be. But | think he’s strictly assuming certain things when he makes those
comments that it could happen.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. ADAM: Yes. Well, Mr. Chairman, the Minister insists on stating repeatedly that “l own land in
many municipalities,” and | think that perhaps | should clear the record that | have 960 acres of farm
land, agricultural land, in the municipality, which is below the average, by the way, Mr. Chairman,
which is below the national average today. | think the average is close to 1,000, but | have 960 acres in
Ochre River and | have a lot in Ste. Rose, a building lotin the municipality of Ste. Rose, and a building
lot in the municipality of Lawrence. That is the extent of my tremendousland holdings. And | am sure
the Member for Lakeside has 1,700 acres of Crown land which he hasn’t paid anything for since 1975
and which he leases out to other farmers — and you know, my land is all privately owned, | haven't
been bestowed any favours by the Crown, | have no Crown lands at all, whatsoever. And | believe
even the member opposite has very little Crown land. And so, | just want to clarify that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Item 1.(a)—pass.

Resolution No. 8: Resolved that there be granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $10,055,900
for Agriculture General Administration—pass.

The Committee will recess for a few moments before we start another department.

SUPPLY — HIGHWAYS

MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. Warren Steen: Committee come to order again. We are on Page 45 in the
Estimates Book under Highways, under 1.(b} Administration. 1.(b)(1) Salaries.
The Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. ADAM: | wanted to getsome clarification from the Minister responsible for Highways in thathe
did mention that all funds allocated in the Estimates, $160.5 million, have all been allocated; it's all
committed, and the cupboard is bare, there isn’tadollar left. To get some clarification, when he made
that statement was he referring that there are no moneys in the cupboard to complete those projects
that were started or is he saying that those funds are set aside as we have for other programs or other
departments?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Highways.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, | believe that statement was made in the context that we were discussing
the other evening as to whether or not the Department of Highways had additional unused capital
funds or carryover of any description. My information is that — and my Deputy Minister will be here
shortly — is that there is no carryover in any capital account available to Highways and that'swhen |
made my statement, there are not capital accounts wit moneys dedicated for Highways that are not
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year's program, no further capital authority in any carryover position in the Department of mighways.

MR. ADAM: That figure is correct then, my figure of 20,573,000, is that the capital appropriation?
Was there any capital carried forward from previous years? Is that the inclusive figure?

MR. ENNS: That’s the inclusive figure, . . . back three or four years. | think | read the list, | read it
out the night before. Mr. Chairman, | have no objection to continuing on with this debate but | felt we
dealt with it rather conclusively Wednesday night, or the other evening, but however it's up to the
members of the Committee to ask the questions they wish to ask.

MR. ADAM: | hope the Minister is not going to have a closure on it.
MR. ENNS: | never do that.

MR. ADAM: Could the Minister advise when the commitments were made for the $20.5 million, the
commitments, when were these . . .

MR. ENNS: The commitment to use any carryover capital was done during the compilation of this
year's Estimates. We received no further commitments from the Department of Finance with respect
to capital financing for the next year. I'm advised that the commitments made, if that's the information
that the honourable member seeks, as to the committing of dollars into the capital programs of
Highways was made in previous years by the previous administration. What I'm indicating to the
committee now is that we have spent that money and we do not have further ongoing capital
carryover.

MR. ADAM: Yes, | have figures for 1976-77 but | don't . . .

MR. ENNS: Yes, dating back to 1973-74, we had a Capital Supply Bill of some $16.5 million. In 1974-
75, a Capital Bill of $28 million was spent and a remaining $15 million remained in the Capital Supply
Bill. In 1975-76, some $7 million was spent from the Capital Supply Bill still leaving a $15 million
reserve in the Capital Supply Bill. in 1977-78, there was $15 million spent out of the Capital Supply
Bill and no other allocation allotted.

MR. ADAM: I'm not sure whether | heard the Minister on 1976-77. Did you give me a figure for that?

MR. ENNS: In 1976-77, $4,300,000 was spent, still leaving the Capital Supply Bill standing at $15
million. Then in 1977-78, $15 million, or the entire amount, was spent and that’s what the reference
was made to the bare cupboard in terms of thelast. . . The previous administration in their last year,
exhausted the Capital Supply that was allocated to Highways — $15,000,246.00.

MR. ADAM: |don'tknow whetherthese figures here are authentic ornot, but i have figures for 1976-
77 that show a proposed projects estimated cost of $52.405 and a carryover of $35.577 for 1976-77. |
don’t know where these come from. The previous Minister’s files. While I'm looking at this sheet’ Mr.
Chairman, | can’t help but comment that the Member for Roblin was belly-aching here like he usually
does and —(Interjection)—

A MEMBER: Complaining.

MR. ADAM: . . . | prefer to call it belly-aching because the figures | have here, the estimated
projects in Roblin was $2,790,000 which there was a carryover of $356,000 and | know that a lot of the
members here are continually harping about the amount of work being done in Ste. Rose. For that
year, it was less than half of what wentinto Roblin according to the figures | have — $1,226,000 — but
this was just only estimated. You know, it could have been changed. But | just want to get that on the
record for the Member for Roblin who is always complaining that he’s never getting any roads and
what a terrible government we had and things.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1.(b)(1)—pass — the Member for Lac du Bonnet.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, unless other members have general comments to make, | wanted to get
into specifics and if that is all right, | wonder if the Minister could tell me just what the intention is with
respect to the reconstruction thatis under way on No. 11 north of Highway 44. That particular project
was under way all winter. | suppose the question is: Is there going to be a resurfacing? | don’t see
anything in the new program; | just see mention of the existing carryover program but which is
essentially complete, as | understand it, or practically completed.

MR. ENNS: Well, there is some compietion of shoulder widening, grade widening, and shoulder
improvement, as shown in the . . .

MR. USKIW: in the carryover.
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MR.ENNS: Mr. Chairman, the answer | gave in the House on that question essentially can't be
elaborated on. At this point it cannot even be said that survey and design work is being done because
to do that, one would have to have had the location in mind and the actual land perhaps being
acquired. It's at the functional study stage where they are looking at appropriate places for that
crossing to be made. | think the department shares the concern of the member that the crossing is
becoming imminently more necessary, partly because of the experience again this spring with the
temporary closure of the Selkirk Bridge.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, | simply want to suggest to the Minister that | know thera will be a great
deal of interest as to the location of another bridge having regard to the continuan  orotherwise of
the Lockport Bridge, but | made the suggestion, notwithstanding the question of the Lockport
Bridge, that given the volume of traffic as between east and west sides of the Red River in the Selkirk
area, that | think that it warrants very serious consideration of a modern approach so that we don't
have the frequent inconvenience of having to travel many extra miles in order to get to and from work
on both sides — traffic moves both ways. Many peopie from Selkirk work on the east side of the river
and many from the east side work on the west side. It's also very difficult for the truckers, the
businessmen and so on. So | would just leave it at that, but | would hope that the departmentand the
government looks at that one in a very serious way because it has been a problem with us now for. . .
well, | suppose as long as that bridge has been there with the exception of the fact that the frequency
of traffic is so much greater today.

The next question | have, Mr. Chairman, has to do with Provincial Road 212and 213 —on Page 17.
It says Highway 212 and 213: 5 miles. Would that be a continuation of Garvin Avenue to the
intersection of 212 and then north on 212? Is that what is meant by that reference, Mr. Chairman?

MR. ENNS: On the Provincial Road . . .

MR. USKIW: 212 and 213 — 5 miles — PR 206 Cooks Creek is the location. Now, as | would take it,
Mr. Chairman, that would mean a portion of 213 up to the intersection with 212 and then north to
Cooks Creek. That's correct? Then may | ask the Minister whether there has been any progress
made, Mr. Chairman. Well, perhaps maybe | should leave that to the latter part of my remarks.

Is the department intending to upgrade the whole area with respect to 212 having to do with the
tourist trade into the Cooks Creek Grotto and Museum, and whether the intention would be to
upgrade, to make it dust-free at some point in time as between Garvin Avenue and Highway 44? Now,
I’'m not suggesting that it's something that has to be done right away but I’'m merely pointing out that
there is a tremendous number of tourists go through that area every year and it’'s a very dusty
situation, so that either salt application, a fairly heavy salt application or perhaps even a base coat or
something like that would be the logical thing to do there, given the volume of traffic.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, the department is involved in acquiring some additional land in that
general area that will enable us to upgrade the road, the facility, and it would follow that in due course
the remarks of the Honourable Member from Brokenhead would be taken into account. | would ask
the department to take a look at — | think by and large they do where special circumstances prevail,
call for an undue amount of traffic. The difficulty with the very heavy application of dust control
material, it sometimes interferes with the ongoing maintenance of the road and we have done itin the
past in those circumstances where we know that we are within a year or two of providing a surface
treatment, then that consideration no longer is as great.

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, | appreciate the point the Minister is making. it's true that some
times it's better to be somewhat patient and do a proper job with respect to the surface treatment.
Could | then ask the Minister whether there is any progress on the possible relocation of 213 on the
north side of Hazelridge as has been suggested by municipal people. | believe there were
negotiations. Now, where are they at or what is happening there is the question, Mr. Chairman?

MR. ENNS: I'm advised, Mr. Chairman, that there has been no finalization of those discussions at
this time.

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, could | ask the Minister whether it's an open question or whether
it's been foreclosed by the government for any reason whatever? Is it still something that shouid be
pursued on the part of the council, the R.M. of Springfield, or is the government suggesting that it is
not really interested in pursuing that course of action?

MR. ENNS: Well, | think that the answer stands that the discussions aren’t closed. There appears to
be some area of obligation on the part of the municipality that to date they haven’t been prepared to
accept in terms of taking back jurisdiction of a piece of road when we've assumed the responsibility
for the new road. But indications are from staff that it's not a matter that is closed: it can be pursued.

MR. USKIW: My last question, Mr. Chairman, has to do with | believe it's Highway 235 — that’s the

highway through the Narrows, isn't it? Yes. Not a highway in my own particular constituency but |
think an important link between eastern Manitoba and western Manitoba, a highway that is
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