


Monday, May 29, 1978

— the vacancy rate in those areas is less than one half of 1 percent.

Given that very low vacancy rate and given the fact that that is the area that provides the bulk
of rental accommodation for lower income families and also for senior citizens who are renting
through the private market, it would appear that uniess some program is launched to provide rental
accommodation for low income families and for senior citizens programs, that the absence of that
type of a program and the taking away of rent controls on certain types of apartments, will indeed
put tremendous pressures on these apartments where the rents are going to be controlled so that
landlords, probably, will go into the black marketing of rental accommodation units. The government,
although it's announced this particular set of levels in sufficient time that landlords and tenants
can make adjustments, the government has done nothing to ensure that no black marketeering will
indeed take place and yet by the absence of other programs, most notably from the Minister of
Housing, we will not have any way of actually lowering or increasing the vacancy rate for the lower
income families and for senior citizens, from 1.3 percent to an acceptable level of 4 or 5 percent
before any rent controls are taken off.

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

MR. MORRIS McGREGOR (Virden) introduced Bill No. 34, An Act to exempt the 00-Za-We- Kwun
Centre incorporated from Certain Provisions of The Liquor Control Act.

MOTION presented.
ORAL QUESTIONS
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. EDWARD SCHREYER (Rossmere): Mr. Speaker, to the Government House Leader. We are,
it would seem to me, to be at that stage in the Session which is, if not the beginning of the end
of the session, at least it's the end of the beginning of the session and I'd like to ask the government
House Leader if he can indicate in at least an approximate way, whether he anticipates that there
will be X" numbers of substantive bills still forthcoming beyond what has already been
tabled.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

HON. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris): I'm encouraged by the optimism of my honourable friend.
I would like to be able to share with him that optimism this session is coming to a close. I'm not
able to tell the honourable member precisely the number of bills that are yet to be introduced,
but the numbers are not ali that great. I'll perhaps be able to give him a better idea within a few
days.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: Yes, Mr. Speaker, my next question is the Minister of Finance in his capacity
as Minister reporting for energy policy, and it flows from my question of late last week, that is to
ask the Minister whether he can undertake to be somewhat more definitive as to whether the Province
of Manitoba will be working towards a change in the position that it puts forward to the Federal
Government with respect to prevailing practice to date relative to oil and gas pricings, given that
there appears to be major significant change in estimates of reserves of those fuels in our
country.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

HON. DONALD W. CRAIK (Riel): Mr. Speaker, with regard to the pricing of oil, the agreement
that was — not necessarily an agreement, but a policy enunciated by the Federal Government that
was undertaken some 12 months ago, will see three more price increases per barrel of oil, July
1, Janurary 1 and July 1, 1978/79, July 1, 1979 being the final one with regards to oil. We have
no further position to take on that; it's a policy that is will be executed by the Federal Government
and | doubt that any input from any of the provinces is going in any way change that.

With regard to natural gas, there will be hearings starting this fall with regard to overall natural
gas supply in Canada. We expect to make an input into those hearings by the National Energy Board
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a legal opinion. My legal opinion was that there was no obligation and that an easement had been
granted and that was all.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question to the Attorney-General. May | ask the
Attorney-General whether his department has looked into the Jarmoc case and whether he can assure
the people of this province that they are in no way financially obligated to pay for the $100,000
in costs that Mr. Jarmoc has incurred in constructing his road to his private property through public
lands?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

HON. GERALD W.J. MERCIER (Osborne): Mr. Speaker, | can assure the honourable member that
the Civil Litigation Branch of my department has rendered an opinion to the Minister of Tourism
in which they acknowledged that the easement was only granted for the purpose of building a road.
That is just a legal opinion, Mr. Speaker, supported by an outside legal opinion which the Minister
of Tourism also obtained and which Mr. Jarmoc acknowiedged in writing to the Minister of
Tourism.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question to the Honourable the Minister of Mines.
Can the Minister of Mines advise us whether the people of this province, in partnership with Granges
Exploration of Sweden, are able to get any further information as to the possibie discovery in the
area of Flin Flon at the present time?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Mines.

HON. BRIAN RANSOM (Souris-Killarney): Well, Mr. Speaker, the province’s interest in that
particular find had been turned over to Manitoba Mineral Resources and | have not had a report
from Manitoba Mineral Resources that would indicate anything different from what we are aware
of, prior to this date.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourabie Member for Inkster on a fourth question.

MR. GREEN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. In view of the fact that there was to be considerable
exploration work this winter, and | think that we can now be fairly well satisfied even in Manitoba
that it is summer, could the Minister determine whether this is so or could he advise us that very
soon Manitoba Mineral Resources will be before the House so we could question the president of
the corporation, or his designee — | understand the president is il — so that we can get this
information?

MR. RANSOM: Well, certainly, Mr. Speaker. | will enquire as to the status of that particular find
and if it appears to be some time before the Crown corporation will be before the legislative
committee then | will attempt to give that information to the House.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. RONALD McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, | have a question for the Minister of Northern Affairs. |
wonder if the Minister could now confirm what he was previously unable to confirm and that is that
the equipment of Minago Contractors was worth over $1 million?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

HON. KEN MacMASTER (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, | can simply say that the equipment of Minago
Contractors was worth over a million dollars to somebody.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask the Minister, through you, whether or not he has
worked with the Minister of Finance to establish a procedure whereby the funds or the profit earned
from the sale of Minago equipment couid be reinvested in the north for the purpose of economic
development and job creation.

MR. MacMASTER: Well, Mr. Speaker, originally in any sale of assets, there is a procedure that
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so it’s a very ticklish line that you follow on what constitutes a matter of major policy and what
is an in-house operation. However, | would caution all members of government, in particular, that
if you do have a matter of major policy concerning the Province of Manitoba and the House is
in session, | would hope that those statements are made in the House and not outside.

The Honourable Member for Burrows.

MR. HANUSCHAK: Mr. Speaker, | have a question for the Honourable Minister of Industry and
Commerce. Is he now in a position to report on the outcome of the call for offers to purchase of
Morden Fine Foods?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Tourism.
MR. BANMAN: No, Mr. Speaker, that matter has not been dealt with by Cabinet yet.

MR. HANUSCHAK: Yes, a supplementary, Mr. Speaker. In view of the fact that the deadline for
offers had closed over a week ago, could the Minister indicate when he may be in a position to
report on the outcome of it?

MR. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned before, the company is continuing operations and |
hope to make an announcement with regard to that in the very near future.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. LEONARD S. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would like to address a question to the
Minister of Consumer Affairs involved in rent control administration. Would the Honourable Minister
please advise the House what procedures that he or the government are putting in place to ensure
that there will be an adequate overseeing of the decontrol process. I'm especially referring, Mr.
Speaker, to the process whereby tenants leave their particular apartment so that that apartment
then becomes decontrolied. What assurance is he pursuing, what assurance can he give us that
tenants are not being unduly forced out so that the landlord can then charge a higher rent or a
decontrolied rent?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, in reply to the Member for Brandon East, | believe that matter was
anticipated and the point was dealt with in the original statement on the policy with respect to the
disengagement process that was to begin in October of this year. It was explained at that time
to the House, Mr. Speaker, that where a tenant felt that he had been harrassed or that there had
been pressure placed upon him to leave the premises, he had the right and privilege of communicating
his feeling on the matter to the Rent Stabilization Board. If the Board felt that there was some
substance to the tenant’s complaints they would be in a position to ask the landlord to report to
them the circumstances. If they were not satisfied with the report of the landlord, then the premises
would not be decontrolled; the order of decontrol would not be issued until the Board was satisfied
on that score.

MR. EVANS: | thank the Minister for his explanation, Mr. Speaker, but my question relates to how
can he or the government assure themselves that this process is being carried out equitably and
fairly; in other words, | am wondering what additional staff, what additional resources are being
made available to the government or to the Rentalsman’s Office to ensure that the decontrol process
is being carried out in a fair way. It's one thing, Mr. Speaker, to set down the rules, but it’s another
thing to make sure that they're carried out. Are there new resources and new staffing being put
in place to ensure that the administration is being carried out equitabily and fairly?

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, the member in his question indicates that he has very little faith in
the attitudes and operations of the landlords of Manitoba. | do not share his scepticism on this
point; | believe that the landiords are by and large, people who will be fair and equitable in this
matter. | do not anticipate a great deluge . of complaints from tenants who are alleging that they
have been forced to move for reasons of intimidation or harassment. So, Mr. Speaker, if, as | feel
is unlikely, the predictions of the Member for Brandon East are true, we will then augment the staff
to take care of that, but we will not anticipate that such a matter and such a great increase in
the number of cases will come before the Rent Stabilization Board.

MR. EVANS: A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Then, if | understand the Minister correctly, is
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no flagmen were available on one construction project of the Highways Department?

MR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, | would be pleased to do that. | would ask the Honourable Member for
Lac du Bonnet to bring that particular matter to my attention, but no change in policy has been
made that | am aware of.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. ADAM: Yes. To the Minister of Highways, | would like to ask him if the policy has been changed
in relation to seniority rights as far as hiring people back in the spring for construction, because
| did have a complaint yesterday from a flagman that he has not been hired, and people with lesser
seniority is on the jobs that he could perform.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Highways.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, again | would ask the honourable member to bring the particular complaint
to my attention and I'd be more than happy to look into it.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to ask the Minister of Labour, who’s responsible
for the Civil Service Commission, whether she can give the House a breakdown, by department
and classification, of the 1,300 civil servants that the Minister responsible for the Task Force indicated
have been let go since the new government came to office.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. May | suggest to the Honourable Member for Brandon
East that a question of that size might properly be better served by an Order for Return. The
Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'll take your advice. I'd like to ask a question of the Minister
of Urban Affairs. Is the Minister of Urban Affairs in a position to indicate what the government’s
position is with regard to handicap transportation in the City of Brandon? | believe he was going
to give us an announcement on this.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

MR. MERCIERMr. Speaker, that matter is still before Management Committee and as soon as
it deals with my recommendation, 1 will advise the member.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Gladstone.

MR. JAMES R. FERGUSON: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Before Orders of the Day | would like to have a
substitute on Public Utilities, substitute the name of Mr. McGill for that of Mr. Ransom, Public
Utilities.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, will you call Second Readings of Bills 38 and 39 standing in the
name of the Honourable, the Attorney-General.

GOVERNMENT BILLS — SECOND READINGS

MR. MERCIER presented Bill8 No. 38, The Marital Property Act, and Bill No. 39, The Family
Maintenance Act, for second reading.

MOTION presented. ,
BILL NO. 38 — THE MARITAL PROPERTY ACT
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, firstly | would like to thank all those members of the public who have
responded to our call for submissions to the Family Law Review Committee and then who
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