





Tuesday, June 13, 1978

HON. DONALD W. CRAIK (Riel): Mr. Speaker, | would like to make a short statement on the May
labour force statistics which were released this morning in Ottawa. The Statistics Canada figures
show that for Manitoba, both the seasonally adjusted and unadjusted unemployment rates declined
from the April figures. The seasonally adjusted rate was down 1/10th of a point from 6.8 to 6.7
while the unadjusted rate went down from 7.0 in April to 6.2 in May, a decline of 8/10ths of a
point.

Both the seasonally adjusted and unadjusted rates continued to be the third lowest in Canada
last month and both remained about 2.0 points below the national average.

The national unemployment rate at 8.6 on a seasonally adjusted basis remained the same as
for April while the unadjusted rate declined from 9.3 to 8.4.

Mr. Speaker, | would also like to report that Manitoba’'s decline in unemployment was
accomplished in the face of a growing labour force. In May, our totai labour force increased by
15,000 on an adjusted basis while the number empioyed increased by 17,000. On a seasonally
adjusted basis, both the labour force and the number of employed rose by 3,000.

In actual figures, Manitoba’s labour force in April stood at 464,000 of which 33,000 were
unemployed. In May, the total labour force rose to 479,000 while the actual number of unemployed
dropped to 30,000. On a year-over-year basis, the May 1977 total labour force was 460,000, some
19,000 fewer than last month. The number unemployed was 24,000, some 6,000 fewer than in May,
1978. It means that the actual number employed in May, 1977, was 436,000 compared to with 449,000
in May, 1978.

Mr. Speaker, while we are, of course, pleased to see an improvement in the statistics and to
note that Manitoba continues to have the third lowest unemployment rate in the nation, there is
no doubt that unemployment remains relatively high both in our province and in Canada as a whole.
Some measures that we have taken have helped to alleviate the problem. For example, the private
sector Youth Employment Program initiated, and as is well known to the House, has had an
encouraging response. We have set aside an initial $2 million in the hope of creating 2,000 jobs
in the age group from 16 to 24 years. The funds committed to date are now in excess of $2.7
million and the total employment under this program — as of today the figures are slightly in excess
of 3,400.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. EDWARD SCHREYER (Rossmere): Mr. Speaker, to respond very briefly to the statement on
May 1978 labour force and unemployment statistics, | would say simply that it is encouraging in
the one sense that there has been some, however minor, improvement in the absolute level of
unemployment, but it should be noted that at the very present time a level of 30,000 in this province
of one million peopie — 30,000 unemployed — does indicate for a month of the year in which
employment opportunities should be burgeoning, that there is very much of a chronic problem
here.

The reference to the $2 million Youth Job Creation Program actually creating 3,400 jobs instead
of the anticipated 2,000, would seem to indicate that the allocation of $2 miliion will be insufficient,
not by a few hundred thousand, but probably in the order of 50 percent; that is to say, that the
amount that will be ultimately required in order to have an adequate job creation effort with respect
to youth, will be in the order of $4 million before the end of this summer season. And certainly,
we on this side would not regard the $2 million additional as being somehow unjustifiable or
undesirable; it is very much needed, and any increment in amounts of money and jobs created for
this particularly hard-hit of the unemployed group would be, we believe, in the overall public interest
and would add to social stability. So with those comments, | conclude my statement by taking note
that 30,000 unemployed in May of our year is scarcely a matter for any comfort whatsoever.

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion . . . Introduction of Bills.
ORAL QUESTIONS
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.
MR. SCHREYER: Yes, Mr. Speaker. | think it would be appropriate to ask the First Minister if he
would be able at this time to give us an indication of the response of the Province of Manitoba
to the Prime Minister’s constitutional change initiatives outlined the other day?
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.
HON. STERLING R. LYON (Charleswood): Mr. Speaker, in response to the Leader of the
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MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, | don’t think there is anything untoward about the president of a
university, particularly a small university, taking an interest in programs that fall under his aegis
at all. The Executive Assistant, as was mentioned yesterday, is spending some 80 percent of his
time as Acting Director. | don’t think that is out of line at all.

The previous director is acting as a professor in the projects and his salary is being paid as
a professor within those projects. .

MR. BOSTROM: Well, one final supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Can the Minister confirm that the
former Director is actually receiving a salary much in excess of an ordinary professor and it is at
the level that he was receiving when he was Director of the program, although he is no longer filling
that function?

MR. COSENS: | would have to take that question as notice, Mr. Speaker, and check it out.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. LEONARD S. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to address a question to the Minister of Finance.
In light of the information that the Minister provided the House regarding the unacceptably high
levels of unemployment in the Province of Manitoba, will the government now consider new initiatives
1o stimulate our stagnating economy?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, the announcement which | read indicated that the unemployment rates
in Canada and Manitoba were still relatively high, but aiso contained in the statement was the
indication that the direction is now on the right track and in fact, the unemployment rate is on the
downward trend, even on the seasonally adjusted basis. Mr. Speaker, | would just say in finalization,
if the results of undertakings by throwing money at a problem such as this are no greater than
the results that were achieved last year by the millions of dolilars that were thrown at the problem
by the former government, that the course and track that we’re on now is the proper one.

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, following that logic, the Honourabie Minister is throwing away money
here on the Youth Program, using that logic.

Mr. Speaker, the Legislature passed a resolution unanimously that the government consider the
feasibility of undertaking various initiatives to attack the problem of unemployment. In view of the
fact that the rates of unemployment for the young people are probably more than twice the average
shown for the total, in other words, around 12 to 14 percent. would the Minister . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Will the honourable member please address himself to the
question?

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, I’'m trying, but I'm being heckled in the usual unparliamentary manner
by the Minister of Public Works. —(Interjection)— The same procedure is in the Committee of the
Legislature.

My question, Mr. Speaker: will the Minister consider the resolution that was passed unanimously
by this House to attack the problem of unemployment, particularly programs aimed at providing
opportunities for young people, the unemployment rates of which are more than double that of the
average?

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, | have no doubt that the effectiveness of the private sector Youth
Employment Program that was undertaken this year will probably in the long run, history will prove
it's one of the most effective youth employment programs that has ever been undertaken by any
government. Mr. Speaker, that in itself is enough initiative, the productivity of the program far exceeds
anything that was undertaken last year by simply throwing millions of dollars at a program.

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, | would say that this program pales into insignificance compared with
what we did last year for the young people of Manitoba, and others. My question is, does the
Honourable Minister have information on how many young people are leaving the Province of
Manitoba at the present time?

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, the age group unemployment breakdown is high in the young group,
and that is exactly why the Youth Employment Program was undertaken. As to the relative numbers
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MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, i don’t know where the columnist got her facts from but they aren’t
correct.

MR. PAWLEY: Well, in view of the fact that the columnist indicates that she has received this
information from her Deputy Minister, Jack King, would she discuss this with him in order to ascertain
the accuracy of the statements made?

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, I'm not responsible for anything that is printed in the newspaper, but
those aren’t correct figures.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Kiidonan.

MR. PETER FOX: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Minister of Labour. | wonder if she could
give us a progress report on the negotiations in respect to the Civil Service.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, they are still negotiating at the bargaining table and, as such, it is of
a confidential nature and | cannot disclose it.

MR. FOX: | wonder if the Minister of Labour could give us an indication of when the Heavy
Construction Wages Board recommendations will be presented to the House.

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, soon.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. JAY COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Labour. Can the
Honourable Minister confirm that the United Steelworkers of America and the Manitoba Federation
of Labour have named Mr. Ken Valentine as their participant on the Mining Safety Committee?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.
MRS. PRICE: Yes, they have, Mr. Speaker.

MR. COWAN: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Is the Minister now willing to table the terms of reference
of that committee as she indicated she would be willing to do so earlier in the session?

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, | indicated that | would table the terms of reference after we have a
meeting with the . . . We've been waiting for Mr. Valentine’s name to be brought forth; now we
are prepared to have a meeting in my office and the terms of reference will be decided on at that
time.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, a final supplementary to the Minister then. | would ask
her when she intends to have that meeting and could she indicate when it is expected that the
committee will begin its investigation and report to her as to its complete findings.

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, the names of the other two people in the committee of three have
been available for the last three weeks. We have been waiting for the Federation of Labour to bring
forth their nominee and they just gave it to us.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

HON. EDWARD McGILL (Brandon West): Mr. Speaker, on June 8th last, the Member for St. Johns
asked a question relating to documents received by MTS in connection with the Bell Canada-Saudi
Arabia contract. The question was taken as notice on my behalf by the Minister of Finance.

Mr. Speaker, on June 5th, | tabled for the Member for St. Johns and the House, copies of all
information that MTS employees have received as well as the contracts which they would sign if
they chose to participate in the Bell-Saudi Arabia contract. Any additional information would
presumably be provided by Bell Canada to their employees. The information referred to by the
Member for St. Johns appears to be in reference to import and customs reguiations of Saudi-Arabia
and should be readily available from a different source.

Mr. Speaker, there were further questions posed the following day by the Member for Inkster
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— and he knows what they are . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. May | suggest to the Honourable Member for St. Johns,
that when a Minister gives his answer it is common courtesy to accept that answer as being a very
truthful answer. Now if the Minister has got information that is contrary to that, then | think he
should produce it.

MR. CHERNIACK: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. | don’t think you heard the nuance of what
the Honourable Minister said. He said that he has tabled those documents which were sent for
dispersal to the employees.

Now, at no time on June 5 did we discuss what was for dispersal; we discussed ail documents
received. And, Mr. Speaker, | speak with certainty to say that the documents received by the
Telephone System include information that would indicate a denial of opportunity for certain
employees to get to Saudi Arabia; and those are the documents | would like the Minister to
table.

if he says they were not received, then you're quite correct, Mr. Speaker, but he didn’t say they
were not received. The fact is that they were received and | believe that he undertook to table them.
And 'm saying, if he refuses to table them, in contradiction of his undertaking of June 5, wouid
he explain why he refuses to table them?

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, the Member for St. Johns apparently feels that there is some document,
or documents, that are not included in this tabling submission. | am advised by the Manitoba
Telephone System that these documents are complete. | will again request that confirmation because
the Member for St. Johns is so insistent that this is not complete. Certainly | would be very pleased
to consider this matter and if there is indeed something missing, we will table it.

MR. SPEAKER: The time for Question Period having expired, at this particular time | would like
to draw the honourable members’ attention to the gallery, where we have 20 students from the
Cranberry-Portage Elementary School, Grade 5, under the direction of Mr. Friesen. This school is
located in the constituency of the Honourable Member for Flin Flon.

On behalf of all the honourable members, we welcome you here this afternoon.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

HON. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris): Mr. Speaker, before calling the Orders of the Day, !
would like to announce that on Thursday we will be considering the reports of the Manitoba
Development Corporation and Economic Development through the Economic Development
Committee.

It would be my intention some time next week to call the Municipal Affairs Committee — that
will depend on circumstances — to consider Bill No. 18, if that’s satisfactory with my honourabie
friends.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, | move, seconded by the Minister of Education that Mr. Speaker
do now leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into a Committee to consider of the Supply
to be granted to Her Majesty.

MATTER OF GRIEVANCE
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | must confess that | had not intended to rise on a grievance
this Session, for | was content up until yesterday evening to let the pariiamentary system unfold
as it should, to run its course, and | had great faith in that process, Mr. Speaker.

| must confess, Mr. Speaker, | still have great faith in that process, but after last evening | have
lost some faith in the government. | question their faith in that process, because last evening the
government finally unmasked themselves. If | can be somewhat crude, Mr. Speaker, the boil burst.
It was a festering boil that they had been plagued with for some time — it is a festering boil on
the backside of the the Tory Government filled with the puss of racism and hatred, Mr.
Speaker.
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