
























































Wednesday, June 21, 1978

concepts, rejected by most people in society, but obviousiy not by Conservatives. That is the problem
that the Minister of Health has. He is a Conservative and he has to live with his caucus and | think
that that is his problem at this stage.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member will have 28 minutes when next this item appears on the
agenda.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ HOUR
RESOLUTION NO. 4 — MINIMUM WAGE FORMULA

MR. SPEAKER: We are now dealing with Private Members’ Hour and the first item of business
is the Proposed Resolution of the Honourable Member for Logan. The last time this was on the
Order Paper the former speaker had just finished speaking at the close of the day. It is now an
open Resolution. Are you ready for the question? The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. JAY COWAN: The subject of the minimum wage or an increase in the minimum wage has
taken up a great deal of the time of both the House and the Committee to examine the Labour
Estimates in the past - few weeks and justifiably so. So what | have to say today will be brief and
concise, | hope.

For a while we have stood in what | consider to be earnest debate, discussing the pros, discussing
the cons, of increasing the minimum wage from the $2.95 that it presently is at, and we have done
so, Mr. Speaker, | might add, well fed, well clothed, and well paid for our efforts. The 57 of us
have been locked in, or 56, philosophical debate, philosophical battle, and banishing statistics and
dogmas and reasons, and sometimes even a bit of rationale and logic, throwing figures back and
forth across these Chambers and in the Committees.

And while all that has been happening here, Mr. Speaker, and we feel very self-important for
our efforts, some 30,000 to 40,000 Manitoba workers, who are indeed very important persons for
their efforts, the producers of wealth of this province are making $2.95 an hour; they are still making
$2.95 an hour for a 38-hour average work week, and that comes to roughly $112 a week, Mr. Speaker,
$112 a week. Now that's a sum that is hard to imagine for persons in our position.

| went — if | can relate just a personal incident, Mrr. Sspeaker — | went into a grocery store
last week, and while I'm not a fancy eater, | am a big eater, but | don’'t buy expensive food —
I may buy a lot of food but not expensive food — and | bought groceries for two persons for one
week. And | walked out of that store, Mr. Speaker, $70 poorer, $70 poorer, and like | said, there
was nothing fancy about the food | was buying. it was hamburger, it was not T-bone, hamburger
at $1.39 a pound | think the latest figures from the list that was given to us by the Minister of
Agriculture, and T-bone at $3.69 a pound; | didn’t even look at the T-bone section, it’s the hamburger
section for myself, and it's the stewing beef section for the people on minimum wage. But as | walked
out of that store $70 poorer. . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order please. | wonder if we could have a littie more quiet in the Chamber
while the honourable member is speaking. The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And while | walked out of that store $70 poorer, | thought
about what | would say today in this debate on the need for increasing the minimum wage. And
so | thought at that time, weli | am not going to talk so much to the details of the resolution because
| think the formula that has been presented by the Honourable Member for Logan is a workable
formula. It is a straightforward formula and to me, to my way of thinking, it is sufficient in scope
and language, although | could agree with the Member for Logan that the government may want
to work up to the percentages included in that formula. | do think that working up towards that
goal is an admirabie goal indeed of the government if they would take it upon themselves.

So while | do not speak to the resolution, | do want to speak to the problem, and the problem
is, how does a minimum wage earner, a minimum wage worker, stay alive, have a decent standard
of living, if the minimum wage does not increase to the rapidly increasing cost of living? There are
some 30,000 to 40,000, as | said previous, Mr. Speaker, some 30,000 to 40,000 Manitoba workers
subsisting, not even existing, subsisting on $112 a week in this province right now. Now that is
a number that has been frequently belittled by both the Minister and the government backbenchers.
30,000 to 40,000 Manitobans and in many cases their families, their complete families, making $70
trips to the grocery store, paying the price, indeed paying the price for their own efforts to remain
productive, to remain in a work force, a work force that is not growing as rapidly as is numbers
of workers entering it, trying to buy clothes for their families, paying rent for shelter which they
need — these are essentials, these are not luxuries — and falling all the time farther and farther
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