
Tim e: 2:30 p .m .  

LEGISLATIVE ASSEM BLY OF MANITOBA 
Wednesday, 27 February 1980 

OPENIN G PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

M R. SPEAKER,  Hon. Harry E. Graham (Birtle-Russell): Presenting Petitions . .  
Reaaing and Receiving Petitions . . •  Presenting Reports by Stanaing an<l Special Com mi ttees. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Government Services. 

HO N. HARRY J. ENNS (Lakesi<le): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a short 
Ministerial Statement to make. Copies are provi<le<l herewi th. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a state ment that will provi<le information to me mbers of the 
House. Some of you will have noticed a satellite ground receiver aish that has been m oved on 
to the Legislative groun<ls on the east si<le of this buil<ling. For your information, I woula like 
to explain that the <lish is to be used <luring the next ten <lays to aemonstrate this new 
a<lVance<l teleco m munications technology. The aemonstration will illustrate to us some of the 
expertise that has been <levelopea by Cana<lians in the satellite field. 

The dish is owne<l by Telestat Cana<la, a feaeral government agency, which is carrying out 
this demonstration in co-operation with the Manitoba Telephone Syste m .  Signals receive<l 
fro m  the dish will be <listributed over the internal wiring system of the Legislative Buil<ling. 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that this demonstration is particularly significant at this time when 
the CRTC is about to hold hearings in the nee<l for expande<l television services in northern 
and re mote com munities. This matter is of prime concern to my government , ana will, I'm 
sure, be of great interest to members of the Legislature. 

It is most appropriate that this dem onstration, which will take signals off a Cana<lian Anik 
satellite, should take place <luring the sitting of the Legislature. Several television sets 
throughout the building will be hooke<l up to receive the signals off the satellite, including the 
party caucus rooms. 

The 15 foot dish will remain at its present location on the Legislative grounds this week 
and next. The equipment is being installe<l now an<l the aemonstrat1on will be under way later 
this week. 

rm tola, Mr. Speaker, that an official of Telestat Cana<la will be available next week to 
give members a ae monstration of this syste m ,  an<l to answer any questions that they may 
have. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I also have for <listribution a further technical book with respect to the 
equipment that is on the Legislative grounas. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Me mber for St . Vital. 

MR. D. JAMES W A LDING: Mr. Speaker, we listene<l wi th consi<lerable interest to the 
Honourable Minister explaining what that rather strange shape was on the east si<le of the 
builaing today , ana we will look forwar<l to watching the quality of the signals from the points 
that the satellite can pick up. It's rather interesting to see that the government is showing 
some signs of interest in the future an<l is bringing its thinking out of the 19th century into 
the 2 0th century. 

I would just ask the Minister whether he has in fact been in contact with the CRTC as 
regard,ing the legality of picking up signals from a satellite? I unaerstana there have been 
some consi<lerable concerns of the pirating of signals from satellites, an<l I woula ask him or 
perhaps the Attorney-General whether they have confirmed that Manitoba is in a legal 
position in doing this? 

I would also ask, on a perhaps less serious note, Mr. Speaker, whether the system is 
reversible and whe ther it's the intention of the government to send signals of our Question 
Period out to the satellite an<l hence to the rest of the worl<l? 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Natural Resources. 
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HO N. BRIAN R ANSOM (Souris-Killarney): Mr. Speaker, I rise to bring to  the 
attention of the House an error in Hansara which I think is most im portant ana shoula be 
correcte<l. It's in the thir<l line on page 9 3  of m y  speech last night, in which I referrea to the 
im partial fashion, Sir, in which you serve as Speaker of this House. It appears in Hansara as 
"partial". 

MR. SPE AKER: May I say to the H onourable Minister that the printing of Hansara 
comes un<ler my jurisdiction. The Honourable Minister of Finance. 

HON. DONALD W .  CRAIK (Riel): Mr. Speaker, I wantea to table some information 
regarding the explosion of some gas facili ties in Alberta ana proviae some information on 
their possible effects on the utitlities within Manitoba. 

First of all, Mr. Speaker, I will pass these arouna. It will give m ore ae taile<l information 
in the statement than what I will read, but in overall terms there is not cause for concern to 
the general public wi th regards to any heating requirements wi thin the province. The 
information I gained a matter of a few minutes before coming into the H ouse is also not 
include<l on the statement ,  but apparently they feel that they can put in bypass facili ties by 
mi<lnight tonight and if  they are successful, that all the flows shoula be back to normal within 
about 24 to 36 hours. 

Mr. Speaker, there is an outline here of all of the effects on all of the utilities. All of the 
interruptible supplies in the province at this point have been cut off. The main line pressure 
has reduced, b ut there is no threat in terms of the firm energy supply requirements to regular 
and o ther heating custom ers at the present ti me. 

So,  Mr. Speaker, this information is passea on at this ti me. It appears that things are 
rectifying the mselves satisfactorily. It w as  a very s erious explosion and has caused a very 
vast area of damage in Alberta but the flows will be brought back with the peak-shaving 
abili ties that are contained along the line between here and the supply , ana it is expected that 
with the te mporary rectifications that they are hopeful to have in by m i<lnight, that i t  will be 
back wi thin 24 to 3 6  hours. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Me mber for Brandon East. 

M R. LEON ARD S. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I thank the Honourable Minister 
responsible for Energy for his statement. Many Manitobans were inaeed very concerned as 
members on this siae were this morning when they heard the news of this particular 
explosion. We are perhaps too dependent on natural gas in this particular province of ours, 
where I know a very high percentage of the households and businesses are depenaent on 
natural gas as a source of heat ana power. I would only suggest, Mr. Speaker, to the 
Honourable Minister that he an<l his aepartment may wish to consi<ler some time the 
possibility of developing a natural storage space for natural gas that I believe to be available 
in the Virden area of this province. This is an area, a geological formation, I believe that 
could enable the gas utilities in Manitoba to store natural gas in some large a mounts. This is 
some thing w orthy of consideration, particularly in terms of  security of supply to Mani tobans 
who are depenaent on this source of fuel. Thank you. 

MR. S PEAK ER: Notices of Motion • . .  

INTR ODUCTION O F  BILLS 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Brandon East. 

MR. EVANS introducea Bill No. 1 1 , an Act to incorporate The Bran<lon General 
Hospi tal Foundation. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposi tion. 

MR. HO W AR D  PAW LEY (Selkirk): Mr. Speaker, m y  question is to the 
Attorney-General. Would the Attorney-General proviae the house with a status report 
pertaining to the cri minal prosecutions against one Kasser, in Austria? 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Attorney-General. 
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HON. GERALD W .J. MERCIER (Osborne): Mr. Speaker, that matter is  still before the 
cour ts in Austria. 

MR. PAW LEY: As a supplementary, would the Attorney-General also advise the 
Chamber as to the status of the proceedings involving ones, Zingre and Reiser, in Switzerland? 

M R. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, that matter is also still before the courts in Switzerland. 

M R. PAW LEY: Would the Attorney-General advise the Cha mber as to whe ther he can 
assure the House that the civil proceedings that were settled a short time ago, that that 
settlement will not prejudice the outcome of the criminal proceedings as against ei ther 
Reiser, Zingre, Kasser , or any of the other individuals that are involved in the Churchill 
Forest Industry episode? 

M R. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, it was made very clear in the settlement agreement and 
in the announcements that were made and in the negotiations between counsel, that the 
settlement was only a civil settlement. 

MR. PAW LEY: Can the Attorney-General adVise whether or not the legal counsel 
acting on behalf of the Province of Manitoba in Austria has provided assurance to the 
Attorney-General, and to his staff, that such a provision within the agreement is sufficient in 
order to ensure that cri m inal proceedings will not be prejudiced by the com pletion of the 
earlier civil settlement? 

M R. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, counsel for the civil actions reviewed this matter with 
counsel involved in the criminal proceedings ,  both here in Winnipeg with the special 
prosecu tor previously retained by the former government, and with criminal counsel in 
Austria, prior to any decision being made to enter into a civil agreement. 

M R. PAW LEY: Would the Attorney-General provide the Chamber with information as 
to when the court proceedings are likely to take place and to be com pleted,  on the basis of 
the information which he has received fro m  his professional adVisers? 

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, the status of the cri minal matter is that there was an 
appeal from the indictment by Mr. Kasser in Austria and that matter is still, as I understand 
it from counsel, still before the Court of Appeal in Austria. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Me mber for St . Johns. 

M R. SAUL CHERNIACK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to address a question to 
the Minister for Urban Affairs, who yesterday adVised me to look at an answer he gave on 
Page 22 of Hansard o f  last Friday, dealing wi th the grants to the city of Winnipeg, ana invitea 
me to find the answer to my question there. 

Not having founa the answer to my question there, I woula now ask the Minister directly 
whether he will agree that the $58 million figure given last Frioay and the 12 percent 
increase referred to last Friday in the grants to Winnipeg, included the statutory a mount 
which is payable to the city and to all municipalities unaer the Income Tax Act, the 
Provincial I ncome Tax Act, and the Provincial Municipal Tax Sharing Act? Would he confirm 
that in the figures he gave, were these statutory payments, which w ere not moneys paid by 
the (X'ovince but indeed were moneys for which the province only acted as a conduit, in 
payment to the municipalities? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Urban Affairs. 

MR. M ERCIER: Mr. Speaker, as the Me mber for St. Johns will be aware, the 
Provincial Municipal Tax Sharing Act allows for a fund to be created by the imposition of 2. 1 
points of personal income tax and one of corporate tax. That fund is then distributed to 
m unicipalities.  The manner in which that fund is aistributed a mongst m unicipalities is 
decided upon by the provincial govern ment. This year we revised the formula for distribution 
of those funds in order to allow urban centres - approxi mately 35 urban centres outsiae the 
city of Winnipeg - ana the city of Winmpeg to receive a greater share of the increase in order 
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to allow for increased per capita costs that urban centres have with an increased level of 
s ervices being required in most urban centres. 

The amount of the municipal tax sharing payments to the city of Winnipeg was included in 
the figure I gave to the Member for St. Johns, but I point out to hi m that the increase 1s a 
result of a revised form ula for distribution that was arrived at by the provincial government 
in order to accom modate the de mandS of urban centres. 

MR. CHER NIACK: Mr. Speaker, I thank the honourable Minister for having agreed 
that this a m ount which is a statutory payment was included in the grants which he alleged 
were given by the province to the municipality and I appreciate his confir ming that. Will he 
also confirm that the government has under the provincial municipal tax sharing act the need 
to provide the manner in which there shall be the allocation and distribution, but the 
govern ment has no right whatsoever to wi thhold any portion of the moneys collected from the 
personal and corporate income tax? W ill he confirm that? 

MR. M ERCIER: I would confirm that, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Me mber for St . Johns with a final supplementary. 

MR.  CHERNIACK: Thanks, Mr. Speaker, this is not a supplementary but I think it 
need not be more than the one question. Will the H onourable Minister inform the H ouse 
whe ther for m ally or infor m ally the City of Winnipeg has requested the government of 
Manitoba to accede to its right to impose taxation under the Provincial Municipal Tax Sharing 
Act on persons in the municipality who purchase or consume motel and hotel aeco m modation 
or meals at a restaurant or dining room or liquor or on the transfer of land, and if they have 
requested this form ally or informally could he inform us as to the response by this 
government? 

M R. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, there has been a great deal of discussion of this subject 
matter going back to when the form er govern ment was in office when they did not accede to 
any of those requests for revenue sharing. As I understand the matter as it now standS, the 
council or a corn mi ttee of council is reviewing the various aspects or options for revenue 
sharing and will be making a specific request to our government at some ti me m the future. 

M R. CHERNIACK: Mr. Speaker, thank you. Just for clarification, did the honourable 
Minister answer as to whether or not this government has acceded to such a request, because 
he says that all that's being done now is an in-the-House search by the municipality? 

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I indicated there has been a general discussion for a 
number of years going back to the time of the form er government wi th respect to this matter 
and again as I understand i t  a com mittee of council are reviewing the various options and will 
be pursuing the matter again in the very near future wi th our government. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Me mber for Brandon East. 

MR. EVA NS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to address a question to the 
Minister of Co-operative Development and ask the Minister a question related to an answer 
he gave to the House yesterday wherein he stated Bohm er Box Li mi ted of Ontario was among 
the five companies that bid on McKenzie Seeds and a mong those that were subsequently 
rejected. My question is, Mr. Speaker, if the government saw fit to reject the bid of Bohmer 
Box Li mited last fall , on what basis would the government have to enter into further 
discussions and negotiations wi th Bohmer Box Li mited having had their bid rejected at one 
ti me? 

M R. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Fitness and Amateur Sport. 

HO N. ROBERT (Bob) BANMAN (La Verendrye): Well, Mr. Speaker, as I have 
mentioned on previous occasions, one of the pri me concerns is that that operation maintain 
the em ployment levels at Brandon and that that corn pany stays at Brandon. In negotiations 
with people who are interested in purchasing that company, that is of para mount impor tance 
to this government , so any negotiations with any com pany that can s trengthen that particular 
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aspect of any agreement, any partnership agreement or equity agreement, that is what we are 
concerne<l about. 

MR. EVANS: Yes, a supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Can the Honourable Minister aavise 
whe ther Bohm er Box Li mite<l imtiate<l the <liscussions or proposals, or <li<l the government, 
the Minister an<l his staff, go to Bohmer Box Li mite<l? 

MR. BANMAN: Well, Mr. Speaker , just to rei terate what I sa1<l several weeks ago 
when I was questioned by the me<lia with regar<ls to this particular matter, I have no 
hesitation in <lisclosing all the facts if an<l when a proposal is accepte<l by the government ana 
by the board of directors, b ut I don't think it serves a useful purpose for us to deal with this 
particular matter in the public forum .  It won't help the em ployees, i t  won't help the com pany 
and it won't definitely be in the best interests of the people of Manitoba. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Brandon East with a final supplementary. 

MR. EVANS: Well, Mr. Speaker, a mong the bi<ls was a bi<l proposed by the employees 
of the com pany. Could the Minister advise the House why the govern ment woul<l not be 
prepared the employees of McKenzie Seeds an opportunity to put forth a deal or a proposal at 
this ti me,  having been among the five that were rejecte<l last fall, along wi th Bohmer Box? 

MR. BANM AN: Mr. Speaker, if the honourable member would care to rea<l what the 
Chairman of the Boar<l has said , what I have said continuously , and what o ther me mbers on 
this side have reiterated, that we are open and looking at  <lifferent proposals that people have 
put forward. To date, that particular group has not ma<le any effort to come forwar<l wi th 
any proposal. So all I can say is that if you have any further specific questions with regards 
to the com pany, the Chairman of the Board will be appearing before Economic Development 
Com mittee, at  which ti me the member knows he is has full privilege to ask any questions he 
wishes. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Me mber for Emerson. 

M R. A LBERT DRIEDGER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question to the Minister 
of Agriculture. In October of 1977,  our government ter minated the State Farm P rogram an<l 
developed policy for the sale of agricultural leased Crown lanas. Coul<l the Minister indicate 
the number of applicants that have been receive<l to date for purchase of these lanas. 

MR. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture. 

HO N. JAMES E. DOW NEY ( Arthur): Mr . Speaker, to the Member for Emerson, I don't 
have those specific nu mbers right wi th me now. I will mention the m ,  however, later in m y  
Throne Speech s o  that all the members o f  the House will know. Bu t i t  has been a significant 
number of people who have requested to buy that land. 

MR. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Fort Rouge. 

M RS. JUN E  WESTBURY ( Fort Rouge): Mr. Speaker,  m y  question is adaresse<l to the 
Minister of Corrections. In view of reports to the effect "That eleven robberies in Winnipeg 
might have been prevented or avoided if s pecial help reco m men<le<l by the Crown for a 
juvenile offender had been forthcoming, and i f  the offen<ler had been placed in one of the 
centres reco m mende<l at that time, and in view of the report that the Deputy Mimster 
delayed replying to the last of the requests until too late" - an<l I am quoting - will the 
Minister assure the House that he will con<luct an investigation into the manner in which the 
department deals with such reco m mendations an<l special requests for help? 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Corrections. 

HO N. GEORGE MIN AKER (St.  James): Thank you very m uch, Mr. Speaker. To the 
Honourable Me mber for Fort Rouge, I can assure you that we are always reviewing our 
department with regards to how it handles probation cases an<l hoping to improve them.  For 
the information of the honourable me mber, the indivi<lual in question was suspenaed from that 
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particular charge and was under the probation officer for a previous case. Ana I can assure 
the honourable me mber that during the five months that the individual was unaer probation 
care, he did not com mi t  any m ore cri mes. So the question of whether or not a probation 
s ervice of tha t nature is better or not better than being in a group home has yet to be proved. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Member for Lac du Bonnet. 

M R. SAMUEL USKIW: Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the Minister of Com munity 
Services whether he can clarify for members of the House, the government's position with 
respect to support for those day nurseries that have been oemed provincial aid over the last 
few years, whether they are now in a position to expect funding? rm talking specifically, Mr. 
Speaker, about those that had been excluded fro m the program, or application denied in the 
last two years. 

MR. MIN AKER: Mr. Speaker, to the H onourable Me mber for Lac du Bonnet, as you 
have probably read in the state ment that I presented to the House, we are reinforcing the 
existing day care centres that are presently providing this service to our co mmunities in 
Manitoba. We have offered the m an increase of approxi mately 10  percent if they physically 
feel that it's going to be efficient for them. Any of those spaces that are not taken up will be 
offered to new facili ties tha t  have not been included in the program to <late. 

I n  addition to that, there will be approxi mately, I think it's in the order of 50 spaces which 
will be related to fa mily oay care centres that will be brand new spaces and will be offered to 
those that wish to come forward and apply. 

MR. US KIW:  Yes, Mr. Speaker. I woulo like to follow up with the question of how the 
Minister is going to decide on the priori ties? That is, which institu tions or which proposals 
are going to receive the a ttention on the basis of the Minister's consideration, on the basis of 
date of application, or are there a set of guidelines that w ill deter mine, or help the Minister 
determine, the eligibility of applicants? Because obviously, Mr. Speaker, if funos are limitea, 
then it seems to me that to be fair, one has to have some systematic means of approving 
applications that have been outstanding for some period of ti me. 

MR. MINAK ER: Mr. Speaker, to the Honourable Me mber for Lac du Bonnet, I can 
assure you that when the spaces are made available and the extra ones that we have proposea, 
that one of the main criteria will be that of  need, that where it appears that it can be neea 
and proportionately, hopefully spread through the province where this need is presently 
situa ted. 

MR. USKIW:  Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Minister woulo confir m that the least that 
can be considered is that we have a regional allocation so that all regions of Manitoba will 
receive their fair share of any increases in the program, as opposed to the possibility in 
having all of the increases centered in one or two areas of the province ? 

MR. MIN AKER: Mr. Speaker, to the Honourable Me mber for Lac du Bonnet, for his 
information the present distribution of spaces in the province, there are approxi mately 50 
percent in the ci ty of Winnipeg, ano approxi mately 50 percent outside the city of Winnipeg, 
and are pre tty well evenly proportioned at the present time, ano we would presume that this 
would follow with these new increased spaces. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Finance. 

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, the Me mber for Lac du Bonnet directed a question 
regarding drivers' licences returns in the first three-quarters of 197 9/80 fiscal year, and 
questioned as to whether there was, in fact, a reduction in the income, or in the number of 
drivers' licences involved. I took the question as notice, Mr. Speaker, and the answer to it is 
that the apparent difference results fro m  the changes in The Financial Administration Act 
that were introouceo last year, whereby the refundS were attributed ano brought in <luring the 
given year in which they occurred, and as a result there is $886,000  of refunds that were 
included in this current fiscal year that would not norm ally have been included. So that, on a 
strictly comparable basis, the returns fro m  the drivers' licences woulo have been higher by 
that a mount, and a t  roughly 4.6 percent above the same period in the year before, for a total 
of $6,0 12,000.00. 
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M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for The Pas. 

MR. RONALD McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, a question to the Minister of Government 
Services. Since the Minister actually mentioned remote com munities in his state ment toaay , 
I wonder if he coula indicate whether the provincial government is going to get involved in 
assisting to provide these kina of satelli te or ground receivers for the re mote corn muni ties ?  

MR. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Government Services. 

MR. EN NS: Mr. Speaker, if there are any particular policy decisions to be announced 
having to do with that matter, they will be announced in due course. I can indicate to the 
honourable me mber, as a northern me mber, that this govern ment is very concerned and very 
interested in providing as many of the a menities to the northern ci tizens in this province that 
we can. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Me mber for The Pas wi th a supplementary. 

M R. McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, I'll wait for the Minister to de monstrate the latter part 
of his statement. Mr. Speaker, I wonder if there are any o ther measures besides the ground 
receiving station that this government is willing to take to assist com m un1ties that received 
their first channel and some that received their second channel under the previous 
adm inistration, whe ther there are any o ther measures that they are willing to take to assist 
some of the remote co m muni ties to get second TV channels up north? 

MR. EN NS: Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be s till part of the aam inistrat1on that,  back 
in 1966, brought the first such amenities to northern Manitoba, ana I am pleased to be now a 
me mber of a government that will expand tha t servi ce in due course. The question of how 
and the type of technology to be used is a very complicated one. The member, i f  he has 
studied the matter, will be aware of that. There are jurisdictional questions that have to be 
answered with respect to the responsibilities of the federal authorities in this matter, those 
pertaining to provincial au thori ties, and I expect to have a great deal to do wi th these 
m atters over the next period of ti me. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Wolseley. 

MR. ROBERT G. WILSON: Mr. Speaker , I have a question for the Minister of Energy 
and Mines. Would the Minister confirm that there has been successful pe troleum cruae oil 
discoveries and production along and just south of the 49th Parallel in North Dakota? Can the 
Minister confirm that at least one Am erican-owned oil com pany has capped wells which 
should be producing to help our balance of payments and cut i mports in Manitoba? 

MR. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Finance. 

M R. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, maybe I'm perhaps not clear on the question. I think the 
member referred to wells that had been drilled south of the 49 th Parallel? 

MR. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, m y  question was to find out i f  the Energy ana Mines 
Minister knew of the successful pe troleu m and crude oil findS in Nor th Dakota, just south ana 
along the 4 9th Parallel, and then the suggestion to me that in Manitoba, one American-owned 
pe troleum com pany has oil wells that are cappea whi ch could be proaucing to help our balance 
of  payments. 

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, there have been so called deep wells south of the 4 9th 
parallel in the Uni ted States tha t have brought some new hope for addea oil 01scover1es a t  
greater depths in that area o f  the country. There have been to this aate n o  discoveries a t  
those aepths or i n  that formation i n  Mani toba or to m y  knowlege i n  Saskatchewan ei ther. So 
there is nothing in Manitoba at this point in ti me that is of the same signficance to the 
discovery, I think, by Shell Oil some ti me ago about 3 0  m iles away from the southwest corner 
of the province in the United States. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Me mber for Wolseley with a supplementary. 
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MR. WILSON: I wonder then, Mr. Speaker, if  the Minister could assure the H ouse he 
will investigate and report back that he is satisfied that our support of the pe troleum industry 
and orderly sale of oil leases is taking place in an oroerly fashion, ana I wonder if he coula 
supply the House wi th the number of exproaucing wells that are now capped in Manitoba. 

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, I would refer the member to the examination of the 
Esti ma tes for the department for any further information. 

M R. SPE AK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Seven Oaks. 

MR. SAUL A. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, to the Minister of Com munity Services: I 
wonder whether the Minister could advise whether the $ 1 .0 0  extra charge which will apply to 
the day care centres, whether they will also apply to the fa mily oay care operations? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Community Services. 

MR. MIN AK ER: Mr. Speaker, yes they will. 

MR. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I wonder whether the Minister shares my concern or 
whe ther he is not concerned of the possibility that because of the aooitional moneys which 
can be made by operators of day care operations by charging that extra over and above the 
per die m ,  the recognizeo established per die m ,  that they may indeeo be pushing ano squeezing 
out people who need the day care facility but are of moderate or low inco me. 

MR. MIN AK ER: Mr. Speaker, no I don't believe the charge will oo that and that is the 
reason why we did not increase the maintenance grant for that very reason that we wanted to 
make sure that where the increase of the subsidy fee would be most attractive to those 
people who need it ,  that is those people with the low inco me, and if the honourable member 
recalls he was a Minister at the time, I believe, that the ini tial reasons for setting up the oay 
care centres were to assist mothers who wished to go out and make a living rather than stay 
on family allowance, and that is one of the pri m ary objectives of the day care centre 
facilities is to provide this service for the single parent who wants to go out and earn an 
incom e  rather than stay on welfare. 

So that we feel in most cases that the day care centres will not charge that extra dollar 
because they probably will lose a lot of their clients and if they lose their clients they will 
lose their subsidized space as well. 

MR. MILLER: Since I don't have unlimited ti me for questions, I can't explore with the 
Minister the s ta tement he made with regard to maintenance fees of the $500 paid to the day 
care operations. Mr. Speaker, doesn't the Minister realize that the a mount that the 
govern ment would pay for maintenance is totally unrelateo to the per diem charge, and if 
they had increased that there'd be no need to increase any per die m charge? 

But apart from that isn't the Minister concerned that an operator of a oay care, family 
day care or group day care, faced with the choice of having children whose parents can afford 
that extra $1 .00 per day and therefore it could be $300 a year, would rather have children 
whose parents will pay more than children whose parents would pay less, ano isn't that an 
induce ment to cater to people who have the ability to pay rather than who need this service 
desperately but who are over that minimum welfare level which would qualify them for full 
support. 

MR. MINAK ER: Mr. Speaker, that is a possibility but we oon't believe that that will 
happen because 50 percent of the spaces are subsioizeo to some degree and the rule is that 
you just can't charge the non subsiaized spaces $1 .00 more either. They have to be a uniform 
rate that they charge to both people. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Me mber for Wellington. 

M R. BRIAN CORRIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, m y  question is for the Honourable 
Attorney-General, the opprobriu m of m y  caucus, Mr. Speaker. My question relates to public 
concerns that became evident as a result of the tragic death of Lyle Dean Enns last August 
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30. Has the Attorney-General anything to  report with respect to  enabling a mendments to the 
Fatality Inquiries Act, particularly will the government be presenting legislation this Session 
that would require a mandatory inquest into the circu mstances of all police related deaths? 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Attorney-General. 

MR. MERCIER: That matter is under consideration, Mr. Speaker. 

M R. CORRIN: Mr. Speaker, i f  as the honourable Minister has previously been quotea 
in the media, the Minister feels that The Fatality Inquiries Act is too restrictive and 
precludes inquests being held while related cri minal charges exist will he then move to amend 
the Act so that in appropriate cases an inquest could take place prior to the completion of the 
hearing of a cri m inal charge in the courts? 

MR. MERCIER: I indicated in my previous answer, Mr. Speaker, we are reviewing the 
present provisions of The Fatali ties Inquiries Act as they apply to these si tuations and that 
review has not yet been co mpleted. 

M R. SPEAKER: The H onourable Me mber for Wellington with a final supplementary. 

M R. CORRIN: It's no t a supple mentary, Mr. Speaker, but i t's  to the 
Attorney-General. Has the government decided whether to i m plement the Manitoba Police 
Com m ission Report tabled after the Frampton inquiry calling for an independent investigation 
unit  attached to and under the authority of the Winnipeg Police Commission? 

M R. M ERCIER: Mr. Speaker, that matter is also under consideration and we are in 
discussion with police organizations throughout the province, with the Winnipeg Police 
Com mission, the Manitoba Police Com mission and a nu mber of o ther organizations, and I 
expect that review to be completed very shortly. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Seven Oaks. 

M R. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, further to the Minister for Community Services, did I 
understand hi m correctly? Did he say he is not concerned or doesn't feel that there will be a 
squeezing out of children out of day care centres or placements because the extra charge 
which is allowed over and above the standard per die m rate, that that extra charge would 
have to be charged to all the children in the facility? Is that what he said? 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Com munity Services. 

M R. MIN AKER: I would be concerned if that happened but I don't believe it will 
happen. I can assure the Honourable Mem ber from Seven Oaks that we will be moni toring the 
situation very close and i f  anything like he suggested was happening that we would correct 
the situation. 

MR. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Seven Oaks. 

MR. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, the Minister didn't qui te answer m y  question because I 
believe he did suggest that he wasn't concerned because the extra charge would have to be 
universal, that is apply to everyone in the day care centre. The fact is, Mr. Speaker, that the 
extra charge cannot be, w ill not be shared by government. It is a charge on the individual 
child over and above the established rate and so if that is what the Minister is depending on, 
Mr. Speaker, I wonder whether in fact he shouldn't check with his depart ment and could 
convey to the House whether in fact that the department will be very careful to monitor the 
i mpact of  this new levy? 

M R. SPEAKER: The Honourable Me mber for Elmwood. 

MR. RUSSELL DOERN: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the 
Attorney-General concerning the inquest into the death of Tara Ackland, a six-month-old girl 
who was killed in a natural gas explosion. I would l ike to know whe ther he is satisfied wi th 
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the inquest, i n  view o f  the fact that the major issue of what caused the gas connector t o  leak 
was never determined and al'lo there was no answer as to why the flexible connectors were 
condemned in 1961  and why they remained in service until 1978. 

MR. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Attorney-General. 

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I am concerned with that particular case because for 
som e  reason the lawyer for the family and the fa m ily itself did no t receive a notice of the 
inquest i tself. At the present ti me the Director of Prosecutions is reviewing the inquest 
proceedings and the evidence at the inquest wi th the lawyer for the fa m ily and until that 
review is com pleted I can give no further response to the question and the probable result of 
tha t review. But I am awaiting a report from the Director of Prosecutions as a result o f  his 
review of this case w ith the lawyer for the family and I hope to receive that very shortly. 

M R. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, I want to ask the Attorney-General i f  i t  isn't a sufficient 
condi tion, the mere fact that the parents were not notified about the inquest nor called as 
wi tnesses, isn't ei ther one a sufficient condi tion to authorize a secon<l inquest?  

MR. MERCIER: Well, that is precisely the matter that is being reviewed with the 
lawyer for the family , who has suggeste<l that further evidence coul<l have been brought 
before the inquest, an<l the Director of Prosecutions is reviewing with him the exact eviaence 
that was produced before the inquest in or<ler to <leterm ine whether his suggestion is correct. 
Certainly, Mr. Speaker, if it is shown that all of the evi<lence that was available was not 
before the inquest I expect that will be a very signi fi can t reason for possibly reopening the 
matter. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Me mber for Ross mere. 

M R. VI C SCHROED ER: Yes, I have a question for the Attorney-General. Can the 
Attorney-General confirm that the recent court tri p  to Hong Kong met with mixe<l success, 
that is, that the court party had a fine holi<la.y at public expense, and that because of the 
failure of  the Crown to subpoena certain witnesses justice may not have been done an<l the 
charges w ere s tayed ? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General. 

M R. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I cannot confirm that the court party enjoyed a hollaay 
in H ong Kong. The facts of the matter are that certain evi<lence was brought forward to our 
department , to the Crown attorneys involved, which justifiea, in their opinion, the laying of 
certain charges. The department had two alternatives in pursuing this particular matter, one 
was to bring a substantial number of wi tnesses from Hong Kong to this province for 
examination; or secon<lly, for the Crown attorney ana defence counsel involve<l, an<l court 
reporters, to go to Hong Kong to caretake Com mission evidence. 

The second alternative was at least 50 percent of the cost of bringing the witnesses fro m  
Hong Kong to Mani toba, an<l because i t  was a much cheaper alternative was the one which the 
department chose to pursue. 

Mr. Speaker, this matter is before the courts. I expect that this matter will be brought 
forward before the courts probably very early next week an<l a full explanation of the matter 
will be provided by the Crown attorney to the court an<l to the counsel involve<l and to the 
accused involved , which is the proper manner and place for i t  to be brought forward. 

M R. SCHROEDER: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker, to the Attorney-General. Can the 
Attorney-General confirm that that charge or that those charges had been staye<l ? 

M R. MER CIER: No, I cannot, Mr. Speaker, because this matter has not been brought 
back to court in the city as I said. I expect that i t  w ill be brought before the courts very 
early next week and a full explanation of the matter will be made by the crown attorneys 
involved to the court and the accused and everyone involved. 

MR. SPE AK ER: The H onourable Me mber for Ross mere with a final supplementary. 
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M R. SCHROEDER: Yes, can the Attorney-General confir m that the witnesses who 
should have been subpoenaed in Hong Kong were not all subpoenaed and that that was one of 
the reasons for the problems? 

M R. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I cannot confirm that. I can only say again to the 
Member for Rossm ere that the Crown attorneys involved w ill  be providing the court wi th a 
full explanation of this matter very early next week. 

M R. SPEAK ER: Order please. The ti me for questions having expired, we w ill proceed 
with the Orders of the Day. 

THR ONE S PEECH D EBATE 

MR. SPEAK ER: On the Adjourned Debate on the Motion of the Honourable Member 
for River Heights and the Amendment thereto by the H onourable Leader of the Opposi tion -
the Honourable Minister wi thout Portfolio. 

HON. ED McGILL (Brandon West): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As this is my first 
opportunity in the Fourth Session of the 3 lst  Legislature, I join with my colleagues and o thers 
in the H ouse who have already expressed their pleasure a t  your return to preside over 
proceedings in this Chamber. I know that those duties are onerous from ti me to ti me and I 
trust that the actions of m y  colleagues on this side of the H ouse, and indeed those on the 
o ther side will not be such as to add to the burdens of your office. In this respect I a m  
encouraged b y  l is tening to the annual undertaking of  m y  colleague, the Minister of 
Government Services, who has again undertaken not to transgress the rules of this House, and, 
Mr. Speaker, i f  the Minister of Government Services can make that undertaking I am 
encouraged to do the same thing. 

May I also, Mr. Speaker, add my words of com mendation to those already expressed to the 
Mover and the Seconder of the Proposed Motion for an Address to His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor. The Seconder, the Honourable Me mber for Emerson, is not new to this 
House and so his talents are well known to the members and the message which he brought 
and his contr ibution to this debate was well received. The Mover,  of course, 1s new. He 
represents the Consti tuency of River Heights, and he has, as my colleagues have already 
noted, indicated in his early remarks in this H ouse that he has the skills that we have come to 
associate wi th the m e mbers who have represented that consti tuency in the past .  

I would also like to express my words of  welco me to the other new members of  the H ouse. 
I was interested in the rem arks of the Me mber for Elmwood , who was describing in glowmg 
terms the qualifica tions of the new Me mber for Rossmere. I noted that he stopped, Mr. 
Speaker, just short of predicting that the new Me mber for Rossm ere would be the next 
Governor-General of Canada, and rm sure that in his reservation at that point, the Me mber 
for Rossm ere was much relieved. Nevertheless, I do expect ,  and this House expects that the 
me mber will make a contribution to the affairs and the business of this House during his term 
and his taking his seat in the Chamber. 

To the new Me mber for Fort Rouge, I'm sure she is busy in her own mind preparing a 
sui table response to her predecessor in that seat , who, in rather colorful language has 
expressed his conception of the very ineffective role played by m inority memberships in an 
elected Asse mbly. Mr. Speaker, it 's rather surprising to me that the for m er Member for Fort 
Rouge should have forgotten so soon, and i f  he was indeed reflecting h is own frustration, his 
lonely posi tion in this House as the one me mber of the Liberal Party , and adopting the kind of 
metaphorical description of his inadequacy that he did in Vancouver a short ti me ago. 

But in spite of that ,  and leaving to the new Me mber the response which would be 
appropriate to Mr. Axworthy, we do welcome her to the House and we know that she will, in 
spite qf what Mr. Axworthy says, be m ore effective than perhaps he was. 

I'm sorry, Mr. Speaker, that the Leader of the Opposition is attending to more urgent 
business at this ti me and is unable to be in his seat,  but I did want  to com m ent on his response 
to the Speech from the Throne and the a mendment which he had proposed to the original 
motion. I think in the earlier remarks maae in this debate by the Minister of Government 
Services and others, and the Minister of Mines, there is now some question as to the 
reliability of statisti cal evidence that the Leader of the Opposi tion has used to support 
perhaps the first part of his amendment with respect to the numbers of businessmen ana 
o thers who have migrated out of the province of Manitoba. I think i t  was most i m portant to 
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the understanding of this H ouse and to the reputation of previous charges made by members 
opposite that the numbers involved in outmigration from the province of Manitoba during the 
past two years are very m uch in line with those which have been average for the years of the 
last ten or twelve. Mr. Speaker, actually , as the Minister points out, they have been few er in 
the last two ye!lrs than the average for the last ten or twelve years. 

The Leader of the Opposi tion, too, Mr. Speaker,  has avoided any real com m ent on those 
very many positive thrusts that have been mentioned in the Speech from the Throne and has 
contented hi mself wi th attem pting to create a prophecy of declining prosperity for our 
province, and one in which he and other me mbers opposi te seem to be determ ined to predict 
and to provide proof that cannot be disputed that such a prophecy will indeed take place. 

I'd like, Mr. Speaker, in the ti me which I am perm i tted during the consideration of the 
Speech from the Throne and the amendment thereto, to deal wi th some of the posi tive thrusts 
that are contained therein, and particularly as they relate to the western part of the province 
and the West Man area. I think there's no need to inform members of this  House that the ci ty 
that I represent is the economic centre and the hub of western Manitoba. 

The pri me industry is, of course, agriculture. I hope my colleague and the Minister of 
Agriculture w ill not feel that I am encroaching on his turf i f  I do make some remarks relative 
to the i m portance of that pri m ary industry and the way in which this government is 
recognizing i ts  motive force and is determ ined to give the encourage ment that is so necessary. 

According to the preli m inary esti mates which we now have, Manitoba farmers are 
expected to receive a record total of $1 .4 m illion in farm cash receipts in 1980, and 
regrettably, Mr. Speaker, rising costs will affect the realized net income,  but the projected 
1980 figure of $32 8 m illion will still be above the 1 9 7 8  and the 1977  figures. 

The Speech from the Throne stressed our government's support for Mani toba's pri mary 
industry, and i t  outlined a number of our com mi tments. It outlined co m m i tm ents such as our 
undertaking to press for i m provements in the grain handling syste m ,  to make i m provements to 
accom modate freight transfer from rail to highway, to help ensure that the agriculture sector 
is no t hurt by rail abandonment. In addi tion to acco m modating an esti mated three percent 
increase in the overall traffic growth, the province w ill aid in offsetting i m pact on any branch 
line abandonments, which of course, Mr. Speaker, the Asse mbly w ill understand are those 
abandonments which are due to the federal government decisions. 

Our government is prepared to fund enhanced progra ms to expand markets and marketing 
activity for Manitoba's livestock industry,  and Mr. Speaker, I would remind the members that 
the l ivestock industry provides m ore than 2 0  percent of the total farm income,  ana is second 
only to that portion of the total revenue fro m  agriculture that is provided by wheat. 

This government w ill continue wi th research into crops to provide addi tional value to the 
Manitoba Processing Industry, and i t  continues to provide and make provision for water for 
livestock and crop production under the Federal-Provincial Agri Water Program .  

In connection with agriculture, Mr .  Speaker, I would like to point out that this week, 
Mani toba me mbers of the Canadian Seed Growers Association will meet in Brandon for their 
annual look at developments in the seed growing industry. Highlights this year include the 
report on Seed Can and crop losses. Seed Can, of course, is of vi tal i m portance to the seed 
growers, as in some cases it is the only agency for certain seed varieties. 

Mr. Speaker , let me make just a few further com ments on grain handling. As the members 
are aware there was extensive discussion on the topi c of the problems of Western Canadian 
agri culture at the First Ministers' Conference on the Economy in Nove mber of 1978. The 
result of this meeting was an agreement on the Manitoba proposal that a meeting would be 
held at the earliest practical date to discuss urgent problems plaguing the grain 
transportation and the handling syste m. Our Premier took the initiative and hosted such a 
meeting in W inni peg in January of last year. This was the beginning of a series of meetings 
between the First Ministers of the four western provinces and the Federal Minister 
responsible for grain handling and transporation. 

Let's review some of the accompl ishments of those meetings. Out of them ,  Mr. Speaker, 
came a firm com mi tment that a second west coast grain shipping outle t would be undertaken 
with the establishment of term inal facilities at Prince Rupert. This is a move considered as 
the key to unlocking the present congestion. There was agreement on the expanded use of the 
Port of Churchill, made possible by new switching trackage. _ Opti mistically this could 
increase the present annual 2 5  m illion bushels handled to m ore than 50 m illion bushels a year. 

Ou t of these 'meetings, Mr. Speaker, came the establishment of a national grain 
coordinator located in W innipeg - W innipeg, the centre of Canadian grain trade, and the 
coordinator has the authority and the responsibilty to achieve more efficient and reliable 
grain m ovement to export markets. 
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The meetings by agreement with the Federal Minister will review the Federal 
Government's policies regarding the transfer of ownership of abandoned ri ghts-of-way. And 
the Federal Government through these meetings undertook to make money available to lease 
and rehabili tate m ore than 2,000 grain hopper cars. 

Mr. Speaker, in the response by the Leader of the Opposition there was mention of 
McKenzie Seeds in Brandon. All members of the House are aware of my personal and of our 
government's com mitment to keeping McKenzie Seeds in Brandon. To pretend that McKenzie 
Seeos does not face s erious financial problems is not to face the facts. McKenzie Seeos is in 
need of refinancing. The company is under-capi talized and is presently carrying debt 
obli gations in excess of $8 m illion. The 197 8 Financial Report of McKenzie Seeds indicated a 
working capi tal defici t of nearly $2 million. We will shortly have the 1979  Annual Report as 
soon as i t  is presented to the Standing Com mi ttee on Economic Development and we w ill then 
be informed on the results of the most recent years' operations. 

While the decisions made by the present government concerning McKenzie Seeds have not 
been easy, they have also been unavoidable. The co mpany without government backing, Mr. 
Speaker, would be bankrupt.The government was faced wi th three alternatives. First, to keep 
the company as a government Crown-owned corporation and continue to run it with increasing 
large subsidies eventually paid by the taxpayers of Manitoba. Or secondly, to seek private 
investment and recoup s ome of the millions of taxpayers' dollars now involved. Or thirdly, to 
let the com pany sim ply fold. The government , of course, com mi tted i tself to keeping the 
company going and to keeping it in Brandon. 

Mr. Speaker, let me just remind the members briefly of some of the facts surrounding the 
government's actions in this connection. I believe i t  is i m portant to set the record straight 
and to ensure that our debate on this topi c is based on facts. 

In June of 1979,  the government put out a call for tenders to see whether the 
under-capi talized plant could be refinanced without addi tional injections of taxpayers' 
money. At that ti me the Premier of Mani toba stressed the jobs at McKenzie Seeds Li mited 
must be retained in Brandon no matter who owns the company. 

Three condi tions were included in the invi tation to tender for the firm.  The three 
condi tions were that each bidder must first, submit  a three-year marketing plan; second, give 
an undertaking to maintain the com pany's present level of e m ployment at Brandon; and 
thirdly, to outline future expansion plans. Those condi tions, Mr. Speaker, were i m posed in 
order that the jobs would be maintained and that the com pany and the plant would remain in 
Brandon. The future growth and expansion of the plant and an increase in job opportunities 
for the ci tizens of Brandon w ere of paramount im portance to this government. 

At the end of November 1979, the Manitoba government announced that all tenders to 
purchase the com pany had been rejected. None of the proposals was judged to be in the best 
interests of the province. The government, as a single shareholder, w ill continue to seek a 
partner or affiliation as a means of ensuring the plant's continued operations, and the 
opportunities for expansion in Brandon. 

Another area, Mr. Speaker, where the community of Brandon and the whole WestMan area 
has a m ost im portant interest and a continuing one is that of the educational field. And again 
the Leader of the Opposition overlooked what was an i m portant positive policy com mi tment 
by this government in respect to the i m prove ment of post-secondary educations in the 
WestMan area. Certainly the people of that area were pleased with the announcement in the 
Throne Speech that Brandon's Assiniboine Com munity College would be expanded to provide 
addi tional post-secondary vocational educational opportunities. This annoucement is in 
keeping wi th our government's com mitment to maintaining and i m proving the sound 
educational base of the province. We recognize that our children and our grandchildren must 
be equipped wi th the skills and the abili ties to com pete and succeed in an ever-changing and 
demanding world. 

MR. ENNS: And it is ever changing. 

MR. McGILL: And demanding. As a resident of Brandon I am pleased to say that the 
Assiniboine Com munity College has contributed to the quality o f  li fe in Brandon. The success 
of the Assiniboine Community College in meeting the demanas of the public is witnessed in 
the fact that enrolment at Assiniboine Com munity College was up in Septe mber 1979,  a 
contrast to the overall decline in enrolment for Manitoba's three com munity colleges. As of 
Septe mber o f  last year, Assiniboine College had 875 students enrolled in 33 full-ti m e  or 
apprenticeship courses, compared with 7 89 in 3 2  courses in the same ti me in 1978. The 
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two-year business administration course showed the greatest enrolment increase - to 125  this 
year fro m 87 the previous year. 

Mr. Speaker , I recall during the remarks and the contribution of the Minister of Mines that 
the Me mber for Burrows said, "Well what about jobs for all of these graduates of the 
colleges?" He was not aware, of course, that there has been a recent provincial government 
s urvey whi ch indicates that nine out of every ten graduates from Manitoba's three com m unity 
colleges are finding good paying jobs here in Manitoba. And that ratio, Mr. Speaker, has not 
changed for several years. 

It is apparent that the economy is suffi ciently strong and bouyant to provide careers and 
bright futures for Manitoba's young men and women. The career successes of the stu<ly show 
that for many people, com munity colleges are a valid alternative to universities. The survey 
found that 90 percent of the two-year diploma gra<1uates, an<l 82 percent of the one-year 
certificate graduates have a training-related job, ana that an equally large proportion of all 
graduates were using their skills in their jobs. About two-thirdS of all em ployed graduates 
found jobs in the same ci ty or town as their community college training. 

The fact that such a large proportion of em ployea graduates are able to find jobs in their 
own region and the region in which they took their training attests to the basic inherent 
s trengths of our provincial economy. I have no doubt that with sound policies to gui<le our 
educational syste m, w e  w ill be able to equip our young people to take their place in the 
w orking world. 

Also of pr imary interest and i mportance in the economy of the WestMan area, Mr. 
Speaker, is the oil industry. The years '78 and '7 9 wi tnessed new activity in Mani toba's 
oil-producing areas. There were stepped up sales and explorations on Crown lan<1. The 
pe troleu m industry activity in Manitoba during '7 9 is expected to result in exploration 
expendi tures of some $ 1 0  million. This exceeds the 9 .2 million reported for '7 8, which was 
the highest since the ini tial oil boo m of the early 1950s. Twenty-five new wells had been 
drilled by mid-Dece mber, and that surpassed the yearly totals for the past ten years. It's 
expected that 14 of the wells w ill be successful oil producers. 

The resurgence of the oil industry in Manitoba, Mr. Speaker, is partly in response to 
increasing de mand and di m inishing supply wi thin our country. But it is equally due, i f  not 
more importantly, Mr. Speaker, to the policies of this government towards the industry, an<l I 
firmly believe that wi thout the changes in royalties an<l Crown lan<l leasing arrangemen ts 
brought about under this government, that we would not be witnessing the resurgence of the 
oil industry in western Manitoba. 

In December, 1 9 7 8, our government passed regulatory a mendments to provide for the 
reintroduction of Crown lease sales in Manitoba. A record $977 ,OOO was received from two 
sales held in 1979 for leases covering less than 4 0,000 acres. This compares 1.67 m illion 
collected fro m 69 sales held in Manitoba in the 1 7-year period between 1954 and 1 97 1 .  The 
previous record year was 1955,  when $585,000 was collected from more than 1 0 ,000  acres. 
Three addi tional sales of leases and reservations of Crown-owned oil and natural gas rights 
are scheduled to be held in 1980.  The first is to be held March 5 ,  in which 5 6,000 acres have 
been posted for bids by sealed tender. All parcels, Mr. Speaker, are located south and west of 
Brandon. 

The policies governing oil exploration in Manitoba are resulting in not a single cent of 
taxpayers' money being expended in exploration. And the government is  still receiving 
revenue from the sale of leases; and in those instances where producing wells are found, the 
government will continue to benefi t through the recovery of royalties on the oil produce<!. 

And, Mr. Speaker, those revenues to the province are significant. It's esti mate<! that 
Mani toba's oil production for 1 979 from about 700 producing wells will be approxi mately 3.65 
million barrels valued at more than $48 million. The province will collect about $1 1 million in 
revenue through Crown royalties and m ineral taxes, while private mineral owners will receive 
approxi mately 3.7 million in net royalties. 

In sum mary, Mr. Speaker, the Conservative government's action in providing security of 
tender has resulted in renewed interest in oil exploration in Mani toba, and has create<! a 
co mpeti tive bidding si tuation which has benefited both the industry and the pr ovince. 

Another area of interest is in that of corrections in the West Man area. We had, Mr. 
Speaker, the official opening of the new Brandon Correctional Institution in November, 1 9 7 9  
by Health and Com m unity Services Minister and then Com munity Services Minister, the 
Honourable Bud Sherman. A permanent staff of 4 8  will operate the 6 .9 million dollar 
insti tution. The new institution will replace the present outmoded stone jail building which, 
when erected in 1883 - that was the year after the incorporation of the City of Brandon, 
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which members may not know became an instant city in 1882. I suppose it's a com ment on 
the ti mes that the first building of any really substantial nature was a jail, a year after the 
incorporation of the City of Brandon. The old insti tution is in the southeast part of the City 
of Brandon, and the new institution is in the northeast part , not many kilo meters from the 
original site of the first settlement of Grana Valley which wa<> across the river from the 
present City of Brandon. 

The new insti tution has a capacity for 140  in mates. Mr. Speaker, our socie ty has come a 
long way since the first jail was erected in the last century in Brandon, and enlightenea 
atti tudes have led to the new approaches which will be taken in relations between 
correctional officers ana the inmates. It's intended that selected staff me mbers will work 
with groups of inmates through the period of sentence, from escorting in mates to meals, to 
counselling and helping inmates to adjust to li fe wi thin the institution. 

A group of ten experienced correctional officers who will be called ''living unit officers" 
have been specially trained for this work. Besides counselling, progra ms available to inmates 
will include lifeskill programs, academic instruction - which will be arranged, incidentally, 
through Assiniboine Com munity College - and recreation and sport programs . •  There w ill also 
be pre-release programs, under which in mates will be able to work or study in the com munity 
under supervision. 

It's with some pride,  Mr. Speaker, that I note that the Minister of Health has indicated 
that Brandon has always been receptive as a com munity to these types of progra ms. 

The insti tution also contains a gymnas iu m ,  and in keeping with policies to maxi mize the 
efficient use of these facili ties, i t  is hopea that the gymnasiu m  will be available to residents 
of the Brandon Mental Health Centre and to com munity organizations for the han<licappe<l. 

Mr. Speaker, in view of the com ments of the Leader of the Opposi tion, that we are not 
doing much to assist s mall businesses, I should remind him again of the En terprise 
Development Centre which has been provided in the City of Brandon - an<l this, in keeping 
with Brandon's role as the economic hub of western Manitoba. The new centre will be built in 
Brandon to serve s m all businesses throughout western Mani toba. A total of $1 .7 m illion has 
been allocated for the operation of this centre. 

Our government, as the previous governments for the last eight years <li<l not, recognizes 
the i m portance of s m all business to the economic livelihood of this province. We are 
concerned that business men benefi t from the government that they helped finance. The 
concept behind the program ,  that is the Enterprise Development Program , is to create a 
complete assistance centre for the s mall businessman ,  providing a full range of business 
s ervices, including the adVanced factory space and co-ordinating access to support services 
available through selected federal agencies. And the centre will be guided by a board of nine 
directors made up of West Man businessmen. 

Mr. Speaker , I have dwelt at some length on some of the pri mary industries and the 
natural advantages that are part of the western areas of our province. I think, in concluding, 
I would like to com m end and salute the vibrant spiri t  of the people of western Manitoba. And 
this was so typi fied, Mr. Speaker,  by the enthusiasm and the dedication tha t helped make the 
Canada Winter G ames in Brandon last February such a tremendous success. The hard work 
and the com munity spiri t behind the organization of the 1979 Winter Games typified the 
energy and drive behind the people of western Manitoba. Our entire nation witnessed the 
proud accom plishments of the games. Brandon is now a place on the map that most 
Canadians recognize as the home of the highly successful 1979 Jeux Canada Winter Games. 

Recogni tion of a job well <lone an<l a fine sports com plex are the legacy left to the people 
of western Manitoba for their contribution to the success of these ga mes. It is this true 
com munity spiri t,  Mr. Speaker, an<l the will to achieve an<l succeed that will ensure western 
Manitobans a place in Manitoba's an<l in Canada's future. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the motion ana amendment to the motion for an aO<lress to His Honour by 
the Leader of the Opposition has ignored most, i f  not all the positive aspects of the message 
whi ch Jlas been given to this Assembly . While the Golden Boy on the top of our Legislature 
continues to look towards the north - and indeed, there will be great developments in that 
part of our province - but I suggest also, Mr. Speaker, that he might cast an occasional glance 
towards the western horizon where are the new developing strengths of our province, s ome 
known and some,  as yet , unknown. And we know, Mr. Speaker, that wi th this natural 
adVantage, and with the spiri t  and zeal that has been demonstrated as recently as last year 
and the renewable resource of our people, the future of this province, and particularly of 
western Manitoba, is  assured. 

Thank you. 
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M R .  SPE AK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Lac d u  Bonnet. 

M R. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, it's indeea a pleas ure to be back here ana participate in the 
Throne Speech aebate, s omething that perhaps is somewhat aull in the first couple of years 
for new members of the opposi tion, after a change of govern ment , but some thing that 
regenerates i tself w ith the longevity of the government in power. Ana so I think, Mr. 
Speaker, we fina ourselves in what I would consiaer to be a most opportune posi tion in the 
politi cal process, given the fact that we have had a couple of years of Tory aaministration 
under the premiership of Sterling Lyon. 

In looking at the Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker ,  one would have to assume that things are 
relatively good and well for Manitobans. And yet, Mr. Speaker, i t  really stretches the 
i magination to co me to that conclusion, given all of the information that has been thrown at 
Manitobans and Canadians about our economic proble ms. Canada has economic problems, but 
certainly i t's fair to say, Mr. Speaker, that Manitoba's economic problems far overshadow 
those of the national ones. And this is something that the present government is trying to 
sort of ski m  over in their Throne Speech with a lot of wording and not too much substance, 
Mr. Speaker. 

I think that i f  you exa mine the record of the last two years, you will quickly conclude that 
what we've got is m ore rhetoric and very little activity to do some thing about the economic 
malaise that we are in. Certainly, Mr. Speaker, it doesn't have to come from members of this 
side of the House. We are not the ones tha t have to point i t  out , because i t  has been pointed 
out to members opposite by what I would consiaer to be very neutral organizations such as the 
Conference Board of Canada, and o ther people that have studied the, yes, the 
Toronto-Dominion Bank and so on, that have studied the problems of Manitoba's economy. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in reading the Throne Speech, one finas that the government is 
continuing i ts attem pt to indeed mislead the people of Manitoba into believ

'
ing that things are 

on track and that just a li ttle longer and we w ill turn the right corner and we will be doing 
relatively well. Now, Mr. Speaker, I don't, as the newspaper headline inaicated the other day, 
I don't agree wi th the headline that the Pre mier has decided , his government has decided to 
relax and to try to sti mulate the Manitoba economy. 

I believe that that particular i m pression is left wi th the media and wi th the people of 
Manitoba very intentionally, calculated, Mr. Speaker , to buy one more year for the 
Conservative Party. It is really designed to camouflage the real problem that they find 
themselves in. They want to detract fro m  the problems that they face on a aay-to-day basis 
because they know, Mr. Speaker, that they have short-changed every other body of 
government in Manitoba in the last two years, and are continuing to short-change them this 
year, as is indicative, Mr. Speaker, if you follow through the state m ents contained in this 
Throne Speech, and indeed, in the actions of the government to date. 

All of the government dollars that have been attached in terms of financial support 
services to programs within government, and to school boards and to municipali ties 
throughout the province, are dollars that are not keeping up wi th the inflation factor from 
year to year, Mr. Speaker. So to the extent that that happens, there has to be nothing else 
but a ne t reduction of s ervices and a net increase passed on, an increase in taxes passed on to 
municipal taxpayers and local governments throughout the province. 

The Minister of Health is probably the m ost capable one in that group, Mr. Speaker , in 
trying to leave the i mpression that the government is indeed concerned with problems of the 
com muni ties , of the school boards, the m unici pali ties, the hospi tal districts, the people that 
are promoting the nursing homes and so on; trying to leave the i mpression that indeed, the 
Government of Mani toba is concerned wi th nothing m ore, Mr. Speaker, than headlines. And I 
want to just give you a short  example of that because, Mr. Speaker, I know one can dwell on i t  
throughout a 40 m inute ti me period, which is  allocated for members in  the House. 

Bu t I would like to point out that a year ago - just as an example of what I am trying to 
point out to the me mbers, the style of this government - a year ago the Minister of Health, 
under heavy q uestioning from this siae, indicated that there would be certain nursing homes 
built in Manitoba, that permits had been issued for the construction of addi tional bed space, 
and so on - hospi tals and nursing homes, Mr. Speaker. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, we find that a year has passed and we have m ore headlines , that these 
are still yet to come, that the private entrepreneurs who were so ready and willing and who 
were given the permit  to proceed a year ago, have decided that they will not proceea because 
the costs of money are such that i t's not economic for the m  to build at the present time. Ana 
so we have another 12 month period during whi ch ti me not a thing has been accom plished wi th 
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respect to those needs in those specific com munities which have been on the waiting l ist  ana 
approved two or three years ago, Mr. Speaker. 

So that is the style of the government in this Throne Speech. They are going to continue 
to try to leave the i m pression that they are going to do things. But, Mr. Speaker, I will 
believe those state ments when I see the printed Esti mates and the dollars that are attached 
to each of the programs that are mentioned in the Throne Speech. 

The Throne Speech went on to suggest, Mr. Speaker, that the government haa achieved 
two im portant things, and that is to get government out of fielas of activity that the 
government had no business being in; and of course, the second being that they are managing 
the activi ties that they are in m ore prudently and m ore efficiently . Well, Mr. Speaker, if you 
look at what has taken place over the last year alone, we fina that there is nothing in terms 
of manage ment that one can be proud of , because we have today an economic si tuation in 
Manitoba which is much worse than it was a year ago. If you look at all of the indicators 
produced by Stats Canada, and produced by the Conference Boara of Canada, you find that 
Manitoba is at the bottom rung of economic activity in every fiela, as comparea to all the 
o ther provinces in Canada, Mr .. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, i f  you look at the statistics on Manitoba's economy, you will fina - and this is 
as late as January of this year - that in terms of percentage increase in real domestic 
product, in 197 1 constant dollars you will find that Manitoba is batting last a mongst Canaaian 
provinces. --{Interjection)-- Yes, right at the bottom,  Mr. Speaker , at 0 .8.  If you look a t  
private investment capi tal and repair by province, again you find the bottom o f  the rung, 
that's Manitoba, at 5 .1 percent , a marginal increase whi ch is below the inflation rate by far , 
Mr. Speaker. It is only half of the inflation factor. 

Now the members opposi te say that these figures are wrong - these are not my figures, 
Mr. Speaker. These are figures produced by Stats Canada and figures produced by the 
Conference Board of Canada. 

If you look at 1979  over 1978 in terms of public investment, capi tal and repair by 
province, again you find Manitoba at the bottom of the list at a plus 1 .7 percent , ana so on. 

If you look at percentage change in retail sales, Mr. Speaker, you find Manitoba is up by 
9.2 in inflated dollar sales, which is another bottom of the list exam ple of where we are in the 
economy. 

If you look at percentage change in housing starts over last year, Mr. Speaker, you find 
that Mani toba's housing starts are down by 46.6 percent. 

Mr. Speaker , if you look at percentage change in the labour force you find that we are 
again at the lowest level with a plus 1 .2  percent. 

And so it  doesn't matter which industry you want to examine, Mr. Speaker, you find that 
our economic performance has never been worse in the last three decades as it has been in 
the last two years, Mr. Speaker. So I believe that the government of Manitoba is indeed in 
very s erious economic diffi culty. It is in that posi tion because of i ts  ideological hangup, Mr. 
Speaker, and that is that the public shall not play a very large role in the economic affairs of 
this province. 

One of the things that I think should be pointed out however, Mr. Speaker, is 
notwi thstanding the restraint philosophy, the lack of involvement philosophy , we fina that this 
government was not restrained whatever when it came to the point of trying to embarrass 
previous governments through se tting up of poli tical com missions, and I a m  referring to the 
Hydro Inquiry Com mission, and then to atte mpt to use the report of that Commission as a 
justi fication for statements that w ere made by the Conservative Party in leaaing up to the 
election of 1977.  

Mr. Speaker, i t  was very a musing to me to witness the Minister of  Finance in a television 
interview wherein he threw in some figures on the the question of what he consiaered to be 
waste and mis manage ment on the part of Hydro in the development of the Nelson River-Lake 
W innipeg Hydro facili ties. He threw in figures of five to eight-hundrea m illion dollars, Mr. 
SpeakE;?r, but in doing so he left the i mpression with the people of Manitoba that those figures 
w ere extracted from the Com mission of Inquiry Report . Mr. Speaker, if you examine that 
report the exact opposite is what you will find. The Commissioner concludes that it is not 
possible to determine any figure with respect to wastage or mismanagement or whatever the 
allegations would be on the part of the C onservative Party of Manitoba, that one coula not 
attribute a mounts. 

So we have the spectacle of a government that is embarrassed by its own position with 
respect to the election, with respect to the question of Hydro, with respect to the posi tion of 
the Chairman of Hydro over the last several years, and in an atte mpt to i mprove their i mage 
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we witness the expendi ture of two or three million dollars, an expendi ture made not for the 
benefi t of the people of Manitoba, but hopefully for the benefi t of the Conservative Party. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I was most a muse<l at the ti me of the defeat of the C onservative 
Government in Ottawa because I think i t  is w orth noting that the Premier of this province 
gave some real so-calle<l soun<l a<lVice to the incoming Pri me Minister Joe Clark last May on 
what to do wi th respect to the Cana<lian economy, the exam ples that he was setting in 
Manitoba that shoul<l be followed nationally. Ana, Mr. Speaker, the Premier of this province 
lost no time,  no time in com pli menting the Budget of the Clark government in Dece mber 
--(Interjection)- Well, yes, that is fair com ment, Mr. Speaker. The Me mber for St. Boniface 
suggests that the Premier of this province criticize<l the Clark government for not having 
been tougher with the Canadian people when it brought <lown its Bu<lge t  in December, a 
Budget which resulted in the <lefeat of the Conservative Government in Cana<la. 

It was interesting for me, Mr. Speaker, to note during the course of the election campaign 
that followed, that the Premier of Mani toba who was so w illing to carry the Conservative flag 
into the ri<lings of Manitoba in order to re-elect an<l elect some new Conservative members to 
the House of Com mons, we foun<l that i t  was diffi cult to fin<l our Pre mier. In my travels we 
found that it was even suggeste<l that he wasn't wante<l by local Conservatives because he was 
a liability to the particular area of the province. --(Interjection)-- Well, Mr. Speaker, for the 
benefit of the Me mber for Sturgeon Creek, I am sure that he di<l not cross my path in the 
election cam pai gn, in that my cam pai gn  was largely in the areas where we picked up 
addi tional seats. And the Minister perhaps di<l not have an opportunity to have the pleasure 
of my contribution in the area that he was involved in <luring that cam pai gn, Mr. Speaker. 

But, Mr. Speaker, let's examine one of the main reasons why the Conservative Party of 
Canada lost the election just a few days ago. The Conservative Party of Cana<la in taking i ts 
advice from this government felt that i t  had an opportunity to bring <lown a tough Buage t  on 
the Cana<lian people, felt that they w ere able to pass on huge price increases in energy onto 
the Canadian people. But, Mr. Speaker, while we recognize that that is inevitable, I believe it 
is fa ir to say that few Cana<lians truly believe that attack on energy was a reasonable 
proposal as a means of trying to either re<luce the Fe<leral <lefici t or of financing the 
Mortgage Deductibility Program for new ho meowners. Most Cana<lians, I a m  sure , believe 
that that was the wrong approach in fiscal manage ment in Cana<la. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is the kin<l of policy that this government supporte<l an<l <loes 
continue to support. Bu t let us exa mine what i t  truly is, Mr. Speaker , because that Budget as 
i t  related to energy was an eli tist approach to the fiscal manage ment of this country. Yes, i t  
was an elitist approach because the effect o f  that Bu<lget w as  to transfer <lollars from 
ordinary middle-income people to  the a<lvantage o f  higher-income people. And i f  you just 
exa mine the 18c a gallon that was going to be pai<l by every <lriver of an automobile in 
Canada, you will fin<l that not all automobile <lrivers own homes, and therefore to the extent 
that their 18c a gallon contribute<l towar<ls the mortgage de<luctibil ity feature of that Budget, 
they found the mselves, Mr. Speaker, subsi<lizing someone who happens to own a ho me, 
someone who could afford a home, w i th a huge mortgage. -{Interjection)- Yes, w i th a huge 
m ortgage, Mr. Speaker. The people that coul<l not affor<l a down payment on a house were in 
a position of having to make a contribution to the Government of Cana<la in order that the 
Government of Cana<la coul<l pass on that con tribution to someone who alrea<ly was in the 
position of home ownership. That was the absurdi ty of that one, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, the fact is that there are tens of thousan<ls, there are m illions of people that 
have no wish to own a home nor shoul<l they pay for mine, Mr. Speaker, or for yours - we 
should pay for our own. There are many people who are not in a position to affor<l a home an<l 
perhaps never will be and who shouldn't be aske<l to contribute<l via the excise tax on gasoline 
for a deductibility on the m ortgage interest rate. You see, that was the absur<lity of that 
Budget. It was asking people that were not in a position to afford a home to help finance the 
home of a person who already was in a position to afford one. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I believe that the best thing that coul<l have been done for home 
ownership, the idea that everyone should have an oppor tunity to own their home, the best 
thing that could have been done is that the interest rate could have been subsi<lize<l so that 
people in all levels of our econom y  ha<l an opportunity to purchase their home an<l to affor<l 
the payments on the mortgage. That is where the government's posi tion shoul<l have been an<l 
that, Mr. Speaker, is something that would not be acceptable to members opposi te, I 
appreciate that. 

Mr. Speaker, the Throne Speech deals very briefly with the question an<l the nee<l for 
setting up some s ort of energy authority , an<l of course, I think i t  is virtually - well i t  can be 

- 1 2 6 -



Wednesday, 2 7  February 1980 

said that that is really a motherhood position. I don't think that anyone would argue against 
setting up an energy au thority in order to manage the energy resources of our country, and 
certainly the provinces have a role to play in relation to the Government of Canada in energy 
management. 

Mr. Speaker, I would hope that that authority that is set up by this government is going to 
play a very meaningful role, but I don't believe i t  is going to happen, because again we have 
the problem of ideological hangup on the part of members opposite, that is, that for an energy 
au thority to do i ts job one would have to have fairly substantial regulatory powers. One 
would have to interfere, Mr. Speaker, i f  one is to do an adequate job in this respect, one 
would have to interfere in the market economy to effect a kind of energy conservation that is 
deemed to be necessary. 

Now I would like to illustrate as an example, Mr. Speaker, the fact that today, or even 
after this energy authority is established , that I don't believe that that authority will be 
strong enough to prevent any group of people from making an unilateral decision in the use of 
any form of energy in this country. And, Mr. Speaker , before I believe that there is  an energy 
shortage, I would have to face a situation where I would be in a position of having to apply to 
some board or to some authority for the use of any form of energy. Unless we go that far, 
Mr. Speaker, i t  is not a convincing argu ment, the argu ment that we have energy shortage 
proble ms. 

Let's take for instance a person who would want to invest ten or twenty m illion dollars in 
a hula hoop factory. Perhaps the Me mber for Morris might want to buila a hula hoop factory 
in Morris, Manitoba, in order that he might make a few dollars on the sale of hula hoops, Mr. 
Speaker, and give some e m ployment to the people of Morris. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, first of all, we all know that hula hoops are made out of petro 
che mi cals. Secondly we know that if the Minister wi thout Portfolio - no, I'm s orry , the 
Me mber for Morris, he has a portfolio; Consumer Affairs, yes, the Minister of Consumer 
Affairs - if the Minister decided he wanted to build this factory and to heat it with gas, there 
is no authority to say to him that hula hoops aren't the most i mportant thing in our economy, 
and therefore he couldn't use gas as a fuel to heat his factory . 

Now, Mr. Speaker, perhaps he would want to use oil, But as I see i t, there is nothing 
indicated in the Throne Speech that would say that anyone who wants to build a hula hoop 
factory cannot have oil in order to heat that factory. Yes, this is how ridiculous, Mr. 
Speaker, the whole concept of the energy shortage is , because in essence so far they have 
only de monstrated that there is a desire for more revenue from energy use on the part of the 
shareholders of the com panies, on the part of the provinces that have the energy , and on the 
part of the Canadian government who desire extra tax revenue. Bu t no one has come to grips 
wi th the question of what kind of energy should be used for what particular purpose. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, i f  there is any sense to an energy authority, then we have to have an 
authority that would have enough pow er to deny to the Minister of Consum er Affairs the use 
of energy that is in short supply if he wants to build hula hoops in Manitoba. And that is the 
i m portant aspect of energy conservation. Because unless we are in a posi tion to decide, Mr. 
Speaker, that for certain purposes we will use hydro energy, for other purposes we will use 
coal energy - unless we catalogue all of the energy sources that we have and decide how i t 's 
going to be consumed, and who may consu me the energy , and what agencies would not be 
given a per mit for its consum ption - unless we are prepared to do that, then there is no 
energy shortage, Mr. Speaker. It is merely a con-ga me aimed at  convincing the Canadian 
people that they should pay m ore money for energy. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I can give you another exa mple - and you know I don't fault anyone for 
wanting to do i t  -but let's assume the Minister of Consum er Affairs wanted to build a new 
home. And you know there are just two people in his fa mily, the Minister and his wife, b ut 
for so me unknown reason they s ort of like a palatial atmosphere and they want to build a 
home that has 5 ,000  square feet or 10,000 or 2 0,000,  and have a handful of maids and butlers 
and so, on. Mr. Speaker, there is no au thority that would say to the Minister of Consum er 
Affairs that no, w e  can't give you 1 0 ,000  or 10 ,000,000  cubic feet of natural gas next year to 
heat that monstrous mansion of yours. There is no one that would tell hi m that. He makes a 
unilateral decision that he's going to hook up to the gas pipeline and consume as much energy 
as he wishes to consume,  as long as he can afford to do so. So what has that to do, Mr. 
Speaker, w ith energy conservation? It has absolutely nothing to do with energey conservation. 

So i t  see ms to me, Mr. Speaker, that what follows from that is that i f  we are going to 
have an energy authority, then we ought to have a building code that takes cognizance of the 
need to conserve energy. A building code that the construction industry , in the building of 
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homes and the building of office structures and the building of factories, w ould have to 
recognize and would have to follow the rules and regulations in an effort to consum e  less 
energy than we have been consuming to date. 

If you look at the skyline, Mr. Speaker, of any m ajor ci ty in Canada, i t's very obvious that 
there are structures built that have no regard whatever for energy consum ption. And 
certainly these are the kinds of areas where an energy authori ty could play a major role. But, 
Mr. Speaker, the philosophy of that governm ent would never tolerate that kind of intervention 
in the marketplace. And so it comes down to the larger question, Mr. Speaker - energy 
production, energy consum ption. On the production end , unless we as Canadians, Mr. Speaker, 
are prepared to decide to control our own energy production, and unless we facilitate 
ourselves wi th the mechanism to do so, then we are not going to insulate ourselves from the 
fluctuations of world energy prices and the supply-de mand si tuation that arises 
internationally in oil production and supply. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, I don't m ind pointing out that i f  i t  was I that had to make the 
decision, that I wouldn't need any m ore than one oil com pany in Canada, and that oil com pany 
should be owned by the Canadian people. I have no hesitation whatever, Mr. Speaker, to 
suggest to you that there should be only one oil com pany in Canada - and i t  should be owned 
by the people of this country - to pr ovide a service in the energy field for the people of this 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, i t's tragic that we, a country that has almost self-sufficiency in energy, 
would allow forei gn intervention, decisions made by multi-national com panies, decisions made 
to effect the supply of energy to this country, when we are in a position to do someth ing 
about it.  It is truely tragic to wi tness that kind of thing occurring in Canada, and yet you see 
the former ministers of the Clark government parading up and down Canada, comparing 
Canada's energy si tuation wi th which countries, Mr. Speaker? Wi th Italy - they'll say look at 
the pr ice they pay in Italy. Look at the price of energy in Japan. Yes , on the campaign trail, 
countries that are virtually 100 percent im porting countries w ere used as com parisons with 
Canada in the energy pricing system.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, obviously the C onservative Party of Canada, the Conservative Party of  
Manitoba, are not going to face up  to the reality that Canadians would pre fer - and they have 
given them this message just very recently, Mr . Speaker - would prefer an energy authori ty 
that was controlled by the people of Canada and that would work for the people of Canada. 
So, Mr. Speaker, I am not at all e mbarrassed, nor do I qualify m y  suggestion that in Canada 
w e  only need one energy com pany, and that is a com pany owned by the people of Canada. 
There is no room for any more, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to campaign from one end of this province to the other on that 
issue. I have no hesi tation whatever. 

Mr. Speaker , there is another area that I find lacking in the Throne Speech - and I oon't 
particularly fault this governm ent , but I think I fault all governm ents of the past - an area 
that has to be addressed and we never seem to get to that stage, and that is the need to set 
up a proper human resources development department, or branch of a department or 
authority. Be cause, Mr. Speaker, w e  have in our socie ty a situation where w e  are in fact, 
through the existing mechanisms, helping to destroy people, Mr. Speaker. 

And I refer to people who are able-bodied but who are not e m ployeo, and who continue to 
exist only on the charity o f  society, Mr. Speaker. I refer to people who are the offspring of 
that group, who are born into that kind of s ituation, and where society doesn't seem to have a 
mechanism to pull the m out of that environ m ent and to give the m an opportunity equal to 
that of other Manitobans and other Canaoians. And i t  seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that what is 
needed here is an approach through a department of governm ent that would have as i ts goal 
the restoration of whole groups in our co m munity, Mr. Speaker, to the point where they would 
be full partici pants in our economy to the point where they would not be dependent on society 
for their existence. 

And I suppose if one wants to look at statisti cs, one could introduce all sorts of figures for 
different periods of ti me. But my perception of it is, Mr. Speaker - and I believe it to be 
accurate - that each year we have a larger block of people who find themselves in that 
posi tion and that the opportuni ties for those people become m ore ano m ore li mited, and we 
end up with a larger ghetto, i f  you like, of what I consider to be a sort of welfare syndrome 
where there is no escape from.  And it see ms to me if we have any sincerity in trying to deal 
with that problem ,  then we have to approach it on the basis that where w e  have e mployable 
people, then governm en t  has to play a role in becoming, at m ini mum ,  the e m ployer of last 
resort, Mr. Speaker. Government has to become at mini mum the employer of last resort, s o  
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that we don't allow people to  fall into that trap of having nothing to  do with their ti me but  to 
wait for welfare moneys to come into their homes via the postman,  or whatever. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister suggests that the welfare rolls are down. Whether they are 
down or up is irrelevant as far as I am concerned, Mr. Speaker. The fact is that there are 
tens of thousands of people who are not participating in the economy as they should. There is 
the statisti cal group, and there is the non-statistical group, Mr. Speaker, those who are never 
mentioned in Stats Canada, and that's the chronically unemployed that never show up 
anywhere in terms of Sta ts Canada Reports or whatever. 

And that problem is a growing one. It is concentrated in given areas of the pr ovince and 
in m y  opinion, Mr. Speaker, it's a ti me bomb. It's a ti me bomb that should not be ignored, 
that we must address ourselves to, Mr. Speaker, because we are dealing not only with our own 
selfish interest - and that being that we have to pay for the services that flow to those people 
- but we have to look upon it as a s ituation where we would want to bring those people into 
the fullest possible involvement in the social economic system for their benefit .  

And in that connection, Mr. Speaker, I would add the penal syste m as well. And this is 
some thing that I know has been worked on for a nu mber of years, but i t  seems to me that we 
probably would be better off i f  we shut down most of our jails , Mr. Speaker. I truly believe 
that a penal syste m can be set up that would be much less costly for the taxpayers of 
Manitoba, and yet much more effective in ter ms of rehabilitating the people that fall into the 
system.  It see ms to me that one doesn't need to destroy a human being by means of setting 
up walls or bars or an overabundance of supervision. What one has to do is develop a syste m, 
Mr. Speaker, that allows for the individuals that fall into the penal system to participate in 
the economy, b ut that the penalty that they would pay, Mr. Speaker, w ould be that they would 
not have the same financial rewards for their partici pation, that the income that they would 
earn would go towards paying for the cost of handling the syste m.  

These are the kinds of approaches that I would hope that our society would evolve 
towards, Mr. Speaker, in order that (a) w e  remove the burdens from the taxpayers that are 
growing every day and becom ing much m ore difficult to deal wi th; and (b) that we truly do a 
job in rehabilitating people that need rehabilitation. 

Mr. Speaker, I would hope that members opposite would take those last two suggestions 
more seriously perhaps than they would take some of the other co m ments that I have made 
through the course of m y  speech, because indeed, Mr. Speaker, I t  is, I don't believe, a partisan 
issue. I believe it is a problem that all political parties recognize that is there, i t's a question 
of how one tries to cope wi th i t. It's a problem that must be dealt wi th. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Minister of Consumer Affairs. 

M R. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, i t 's always a pleasure to follow and to listen to the 
former Minister of Agriculture, w ith his convoluted thinking, his far-out  theories of 
economics,  but m ore than that - every state ment he makes is intended to drive the people of 
this country into one corner, and that is into a totalitarian state. That is the thinking that's 
behind everything he has said here this afternoon, Mr. Speaker. I'll say this for hi m -
notwithstanding the failures of the syste m that he adVocates , he continues to follow in that 
course,  and I wonder what it is about a person o f  his kind that never seems to deviate, in spi te 
of all of the evidence to the contrary, he has a pretty thick skin in order to continue to 
believe the things tha t he tried to practise when he was on this side of the House. 

Sir, he made some reference to the First Minister, and the fact - or at least his assertion 
that he never appeared in this province during the course of the recent election cam pai gn .  
Well, m y  honourable friend should b e  one to know something about that, because i n  the course 
of the 1977 election, that Minister was not in evidence in any consti tuency across this 
country, certainly not in the rural areas. 

But Mr. Speaker, I sidetracked a little bit fro m  the intent of m y  re marks because of the 
com ments that were made by the for m er Minister of Agriculture, but I couldn't help but be 
struck by his state ment with respect to home ownership, and they di ffer markedly. It comes 
as a surprise to learn that there is somebody on that side of the House that believes in ho me 
ownership. He should consult w ith his colleague, the Me mber for St . Johns --(Interjection)
well, the Member for St. Johns obviously owns his own house, but he doesn't believe that o ther 
people should. He doesn't believe that other people should. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, the honourable member said in this House, and I'll quote hi m: "There is 
a great deal of lip service played in this province to our people on all sides of this House that 
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home ownership is  desirable and should be encouraged." So I'd like to discsuss that for a few 
m inutes, because I a m  not sure that that is right. 

MR. CHER NIA CK: What does that mean to you? 

M R. JORGENSON: Well, that means to me that m y  honourable friend has some 
serious doubts about whether or not home ownership is a good thing. 

M R. ENNS: There is no doubt on this side. 

MR. JOR GENSON: And there is obviously no doubt in the mind of the Me mber for 
Lac du Bonnet ,  who now has come out - in s pi te of all his o ther assertions, he now believes 
that there should be home ownership. I don't know how that particular state ment got into his 
remarks, because i t's contrary to everything else he said. 

Well,  Mr. Speaker, I apologize for not offering the usual co m ments at this stage of our 
proceedings. I do want to offer my congratulations to you, Sir, in assu ming your office, this 
high office in this Chamber.  None of us makes your task any easier, and we've just seen a 
very recent exam ple of that. But I a m  satisfied, Sir, that your conduct of the affairs of this 
Chamber is exe m plary and that the i mpartiality that you have shown - and I hope that is 
correctly recorded in Hansard - will demonstrate i tself during the course of this session. 

I want to offer , also, m y  congratulations to the Me mber for River Heights and the Me mber 
for Em erson ,  who carried out their tasks in a manner that - particularly the Me mber for River 
Heights, who is a new member in this Cha mber, which indicates that much can be expected 
fro m his contributions in this Cha mber. I only too well recall the first opportunity that I had 
in the House of Com mons to perform that same task, and I have watched over the years the 
contributions of maiden speeches in this Cha mber, and I think after a while, one can pretty 
well judge how well a member is going to do in this Cha mber simply by listening to that 
maiden speech. You can pretty well predict his de m ise or his success in this Chamber by the 
way he conducts hi mself in that first effort. I say to the Me mber for River Heights, his will 
be an illustrious career in this Chamber. 

I als o  want to offer my congratulations to the new members. I notice that the Me mber for 
Fort Rouge - and I want to congratulate her for the w inning of the election, and her admission 
to this Chamber. Bu t I can't help but notice that in her contribution the other day, i t  sounded 
a great  deal like the regurgitations of the for m er Me mber for Fort Rouge, wi th one 
noticeable difference, Sir ,  and that is that she coulon't possibly get as much on the record in 
the same space of ti me as the former Member for Fort Rouge used to do. 

I also notice that the speeches that she s muggles in during the Q uestion Period are also 
rem iniscent of ano ther Member for Fort Rouge. Now that is not a criticis m ,  I think that 
anyti me that anybody can do that at this early stage in the life in the Legislative Cha mber, 
shows some great promise at bending rules. --{Interjection)--

Well, Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition delivered of hi mself his contribution on 
Monday, and i f  there w ere to be any cri ticisms of the Speech from the Throne that i t  
contained, as he suggested, cos meti c  approaches and warmed-over promises of the past, then 
most certainly his speech can be characterized in that fashion, because it contained nothing 
new. It contained the same old cliches, the same old half-truths or mis-truths that they have 
been uttering in the last two years, no thing new. And I want to quote a few examples of the 
state ments that he made. I shoudn't say I want to quote them,  because they were quoted the 
o ther day by the Minister of Mines and Resources, and I think adequately dealt with by the 
Minister of Mines and Resources, I think adequately rebutted, s o  I won't repeat them.  

But I do  want to  read into the record again, some of the policies that m y  honourable 
friends said that they were going to follow, in the unlikely event that they ever come back on 
this side of the House. "We shall concentrate on short-term , long-term planning to generate 
e m ployment and to cease outmigration and depopulation." Mr. Speaker, I wonder what that 
means? I suspect that what i t  means is that the kind of long-term planning that he's talking 
about is the kind of planning that is being abandoned in countries that have atte mpted i t. 

I'd l ike to quote a couple of passages fro m a speech that was made by a Professor Walter 
Ellis. The remarks of Professor Eltis, who is a Fellow of Exeter College in Oxford and 
visi ting Professor of Economics at the University of Toronto - I searched a long time before I 
found the remarks of a professor that I thought were suitable, because there was no point in 
me attempting to quote the remarks of a bank manager or a businessman. I would think that 
m y  honourable friends opposite would pay close attention to what a university professor says, 
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particularly the Me mber for Transcona. -{Interjection)- Yes, there are, but  this particular 
one deals wi th the very things that m y  honourable friendS opposi te are suggesting for this 
country, and he deals with them as they happened in other countries, the very same things 
that they're advocating. 

The Me mber for Lac du Bonnet was adVocating one oil company for Canada. That's an 
interesting suggestion, but Professor Eltis deals with the inefficiency of  nationalizea 
industries in Great Britain, and he says that this can be illustrated very vividly fro m  what 
happened in Bri tain because i t  is, in fact , possible to esti mate the surpluses of marketed 
ou tpu t that British companies provided each year. From 1 9 6 1  to 1977,  Bri tish private sector 
com panies provided a rate of surplus for the finance of social welfare which averagea 3 5 .9 
percent. The nationalized industries, or Crown corporations, provide a rate of surplus which 
averaged only 1 1 .l percent. This meant that if the whole Bri tish econom y  had been run like 
the private sector companies, Britain could have had a welfare state of around 3 5  percent, 
which is roughly what Britain, in fact , had. If the whole econom y  had been run like the 
nationalized industries, Britain could have had a welfare state purchasing only 1 1  percent of 
total output. 

And m y  honourable frienas on that side of  the House continuously - well indeed, Sir,  they 
never open their mou ths on that side of the House unless i t's  at taxpayers' expense -
continuously adVocating grea ter spending on this side of the House. Greater spending, more 
money. But they never give a thought as to where that money is coming from.  Oh, the 
Leader of the Opposition said, yes, we'll take it fro m  the mining companies; we'll take it from 
the profi ts of  o ther com panies. Well, the Bri tish tried that , and Dennis Healey, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, was forced to adm i t, at  a Blackpool conference of  the Labour 
Party one year - i t  was in 1 974 - that i f  all of the incomes over $ 1 2,000 in Great Bri tain were 
taxed 1 0 0  percent, i t  would pay for running the government for exactly 4 1/2 days. Ana then 
he added, "i t would only happen once, because after that,  the people would leave the 
country." -{Interjection)- Professor Eltis said that if the whole economy had adopted the 
pricing and investment policies of the nationalized industries pensions, woula have had to 
have been cut by two-thiras, and two-thirds of the doctors, teachers, solaiers and policeman 
would have had to be sacked because the nationalized industries are only capable of  
supporting an 1 1  percent welfare state. 

Then he goes on to point out the case of Sweden. And this is what he said about Sweden. 
"As the real cost o f  labour rises, com panies find it unprofi table to e m ploy as many workers as 
before, so they cut e m ployment, as it is widely agreed in Sweden that this is the government's 
duty to act as an em ployer o f  las t resort." Those w ere precisely the words that were uttered 
by the Me mber for Lac du Bonnet. All the people who have become unemployed in industry 
are found kind of work in the publi c sector. This pu ts up taxation. The Swedes finance most 
of their public expenditure through taxation and not by printing m oney, and the higher taxes 
cause the workers to put up wages again. This further rise in wages, the Director of the 
Insti tute of International Economic Studies pointed out that with Sweden's marginal tax rates, 
it now takes three percent rise in wages to recover one percent of wages lost through higher 
taxes. It is still more workers sacked from private inaustry, and so it goes on. That, Mr. 
Speaker, is the kind of economy, that is the kind of a w orld , that my honourable friends are 
adVoca ting here. 

He also points out the example of New York; I won't go into that. I would invite my 
honourable friends to read the speech. But it  w on't make any difference to my honourable 
friends opposite, b ecaus e  they seem to have a death wish for this country. They seem to have 
a desire to destroy the economy. Talk about people who are dogmatic, who are oriented 
towards a philosophy that they can't shake themselves free of - my honourable friends are 
the classic exam ple of that kind of a person. No matter how much evidence is presented to 
them,  they continue to argue that the course of Socialism is the way to Utopia in this country. 

Here is a recent arti cle that came out of the Financial Post on February 16th of this 
year. ,On the one hand, as Jamaican - and this comes fro m  Jamaica - as Jamaican acade mic 
Carl Stone sai d recently , "The charismatic , manly pro mises of  a better li fe under a Socialist 
vision have beco me a nightmare of despair. W i th 3 0  percent unemployment, a 50 percent 
devaluation in the past three years, and inflation running 35 to 47 percent , and wi th m any of  
the most skilled i mmigrating, Jamaica's outlook has gone fro m  baa to worse. So far the 
manly govern ment's com mi tment to Jamaicanize the econom y  through extended public 
ownership has brought few signs of economic i mprovement. The public sector has been 
plagued by wave of labour unrest , which, co mbined with inefficient and someti mes corrupt 
manage ment, has taken a heavy toll in the central service and other state-run enterprises." 
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That i s  the Utopia. And, you know, i t  i s  an interesting thing, during the course - and I 
a m  not going to dwell very long on that election cam paign,  but one of the remarks that was 
made by the Me mber for Lac du Bonnet couldn't help b ut escape my attention, his continued 
suggestion that we need one oil com pany in this com pany. 

During the course of the election ca mpaign - as a matter of fact in the early part, on the 
2 lst of December 1 97 9  - when the Pri me Minister had suggested that he would distribute 
shares of PetroCan to the people of this country i t  brought an outburst of outrage on the part 
of the Leader of the Socialist Party in Ottawa. "It is totally irresponsible", he cried. "It is 
nothing more than a clumsy device to save Joe Clark's political skin. Canadians are not 
fooled.  They will see what Mr. Clark is trying to buy the m wi th their own money." 

But then, Sir , a little bit later - that was on Dece mber 2 lst,  197 9  - on January 4,  1 9 80 ,  in 
W indsor, on the question of whether the governm ent should bail out the ailing Chrysler 
Corporation, he said this: "If the government is going to provide financial assistance to 
Chrysler Corporation, then they" - meaning the government - "should provide shares of that 
corporation to the C anadian people so that they can beco me the real owners." Now you see, 
that, Sir, is the kind of dichotomy that you find from m y  honourable friends, but it is not that 
really, b ecause there is a method and there is a purpose in their utterances. There is a 
purpose. Anything that is nationalized, they don't want anybody to have a look at it.  If i t  is 
nationalized, then it is there. But they will nationalize private companies, they will gladly 
give away shares o f  somebody else's efforts, so that they will force the m into a nationalized 
state as well. 

Well, you know, that raises another interesting subject - bankrupt Chrysler, and why did 
Chrysler get that way. It just refutes the argument just made by the Me mber for Lac du 
Bonnet, when he said what we need is an energy authority, an energy authority that will tell 
everybody how much gas they are going to use. They are going to have some bureaucrats , 
some connoisseurs of energy running around allocating energy to every person in this country. 
They are sure going to cure the unem ployment problem in this country i f  they do that, 
because everybody will be doing that. That will be the bureaucracy to end all bureaucracies. 

And the reason that Chrysler is in difficulty is because they refused to accept the fact 
that people on this continent, because of rising energy prices, and because they knew that 
there w ere going to be proble ms, started to buy auto m obiles that consumed less gasoline. The 
i m por t  of auto mobiles from Japan and Germany grew fro m  a trickle within a period of about 
five years, to a greater nu mber than w ere being produced in this country. And for one reason 
- they were more economical to run. They saved on gasoline. 

And the Member for Lac du Bonnet tries to tell us, or tries to tell this Chamber, that the 
people of this country haven't got sense enough to know that. They have demonstrated in 
every way possible that they are keenly conscious of the energy si tuation that we find 
ourselves in, and are prepared to do something about i t. Homes that are being b uilt today are 
being built wi th a view to energy conservation. Hom es  that are being repaired, not 
necessarily because there is a government grant or a government loan available - a good 
many people are doing i t  on their own, or in recogni tion of the serious problem this country is 
faced with insofar as energy is concerned. 

W ell, Mr. Speaker , the Leader of the Opposition quoted a t  length his oft-repeated claim 
that economic development in this country , or in this province, was not proceeding along in 
the way that he would like to see it continue. And he began to talk again about the myth that 
was, I think, very adequately destroyed by the Minister of Mines and Resources last night. 
But while the Minister of Mines and Resources was speaking, I couldn't help but look at m y  
honourable friend, the for m er Minister o f  Industry and Com m erce ,  who now si ts in his seat -
and I am happy to see hi m there, because when he was on this side of the H ouse he had 
somewhat different views about how economic development should take place. 

And you know, I like to see him in his seat, rejuvenated as he is, looking m uch younger 
than he did when he was on this side of the House, and it is a treatment, Sir, that perhaps 
m ore of us should enquire about. I don't know whether i t's just because he is on that side of 
the House now and does not have the w orries that he used to have, but we are happy to see 
him with his aggressive personality, and the defence of his indefensible economics which, Mr. 
Speaker, changes from ti me to ti me. The rem arks that he made when he was on this side of 
the H ouse were not nearly the same as he makes now. 

I am going to quote some of the remarks that m y  honourable friend made when he was a 
Minister of the C rown on this side of the H ouse, and he was following a speech that was made 
by the form er me mber for River Heights, who had been attacking the government because 
there were population losses at that ti me, and because the performance of the economy was 
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not as  good as  the former member for River Heights thought i t  should be, and inoeed they 
were quoting the same figures that are being quoted tooay, the si tuation is just reversed . 

Bu t here is what the Me mber for Branoon East had to say, and this is a statement that 
always precedes so meone who is unprepared to speak and so speaks wi th conviction because i t  
comes from his heart, and from his heart alone. There was n o  data, no figures, no backup; i t  
came from the heart, Sir. This is what h e  said, "I was not prepared t o  speak at this ti me." 
That is a good opening line. "Although I was going to make a contribution to the Throne 
Speech Debate later this evening when I had the oata with me • • .  " - he doesn't have any 
data, I remind you again, Sir, - "· • .  however I can't refrain from making a few com ments in 
reply to the for m er Minister of Industry and Com m erce in his castigation of this government 
and our policies." 

He starts out well. "He asks what our policies are for development. I can assure hi m that 
they are being developed and they will be revealed very shortly." And they w ere, Mr. 
Speaker, because in the Guidelines for the Seventies they were outlined, and at that ti me the 
Premier's state ment at a meeting in St. Vi tal that two to one, two and one-half ti mes one 
for mula, that was an economic development policy of the previous administration. "And they 
will be effective policies." They w ere effective, Sir, because they were effective enough to 
drive honourable gentlemen from this side of the House to that side of the H ouse, and that is 
the best thing that could have happened to economic development in this country. 

"They will not be" - and get this - "teddy boy philosophy." I don't know what m y  
honourable friend meant by a teddy boy philosophy. He said, " A  crude growth philosophy" 
--(Interjection)- "growth at any cost, growth at the cost of pollution, growth no matter 
whether they are low wage jobs, it doesn't matter. These will be our policy ,  will reflect a 
policy of' selective economic development which will raise the standard of living of the people 
of this province." A ringing declaration, Sir. 

Now, he goes on to say this: "Now the definition of economic growth as espoused by m y  
honourable friend from River Heights seems to m e  to be population increase. It is inevi table 
to me that the Honourable Me mber for River Heights, by economic growth he means 
population grow th. And this obviously , as any econo mist  or any first year student of 
economics will tell you, is not the definition of economic growth. The definition . • •  " 
--(Interjection)- He does do that. "The defini tion of economic growth is a rise in the 
standard of living of the people of an area surely. It is an increase in the average inco me of 
the people of the area, not an increase in the population," says my honourable friend. Ana it  
is very ironic in this day and age of' over-population, of  tensions caused by people being overly 
crowded in areas, that we are talking about bringing m ore and m ore people into a speci fic 
area. In those days he wanted people to leave. He was inviting them to leave, Sir. He goes 
on to say this, "This is not economic grow th." 

I'll tell you, Sir,  i f  there is one thing that has helped this province, and particularly the 
youth of this province, is tha t his election to this Cha mber has at least li mited his ability to 
inflict his views on the students that he teaches. This is not economic growth, he says, as a 
matter of fact , economic grow th can be achieved by having fewer people in some instances 
rather than more people. And then he makes this declaration, "and that's a lesson he should 
learn." That's from the Me mber for Brandon East ,  when he was on - don't forget - this side of  
the House. 

Bu t if he's interested in population growth, I can tell him that the population of the 
province did increase last year. Here's ano ther one. He says, ''but i f  he's interested in 
population growth, I can tell hi m that the population of the province did increase last year in 
spite of the baa wheat si tuation." Now the wheat drives hi m out. 

The province of Saskatchewan did realize a net loss of people. The absolute level of' 
population in Saskatchewan did decline last year. They did. Ano I think they oeclinea by 
something like 2 5,00 0  people. Our population did increase. -{Interjection)-- Oh, that was the 
year 1969-70. That was the same year, Mr. Speaker, that was the same year, in 1 970, that 
our population declined by 9 , 207. --(Interjection)-- Now he says, 11rm not holding that out as 
any indication of grow th. That is not an indication of grow th." But i f  he's interested in 
population, w e  can talk about that, too. 

Me tropolitan Winnipeg. The rate of increase of Metropolitan Winnipeg was high in 1969. 
It was 2.2 percent last year over the previous year. This is the highest rate of population 
increase that Metropolitan Winnipeg has experienced for many, many a year. But, he says, 
"again I say this is not an indi cation of economic grow th." But if m y  honourable friend is 
interested in population statistics, he has it. Well, he says it's a good speech. rn say this, i t's 
an interesting one,  because it certainly isn't wha t he's saying today. 
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I don't know what he has learned o r  unlearned i n  the meanti me, but m y  honourable friend 
should remember his u tterances of the past. And you know, Mr. Speaker, if there is any one 
suggestion I want to make to some of the new members in this Cha mber, they could find i t  a 
very useful exercise to dig back over the past into some of the speeches that w ere made by 
former Ministers on this side of the House. I would suggest to the H onourable Me mber for 
River Hei ghts that jobs at any cost - he refers to jobs , m ore jobs and m ore jobs, as though 
jobs are equivalent to motherhood and all the virtues of life - that jobs at any cost is not good 
enough. The most advanced industrial areas of the w orld today , the Atlantic Seaboard in the 
United States and Japan, Japan is one of the most industrialized nations of the world. Oh yes, 
he has an admoni tion for those in the Fourth Estate. Japan is one of the most industrialized 
nations of the world, and I'd like the iress gallery to note this. And scarce as they are in the 
gallery, I want to pass on those pearls of w isdom by m y  honourable friend: "Japan is one of 
the most populated, polluted areas of the world; the most adVanced industrialized, s �alled 
industrialized nations of the world , are those that are suffering from the m ost pollu tion. It's 
their population that's suffering." And so he goes on. 

Well, Sir, --{Interjection)- well, now I am confounded. He said, "i t was true then and i t 's 
true today." And yet my honourable friend swallowed h i mself. Does he not realize that? 
And he continues to do that. It's an interesting exercise that m y  honourable friend, this 
metamorphosis that he goes through, this changing, chameleon-like, from an adVocate of no 
grow th, to now, an advocate of super growth. --{Interjection)-- Well, I'm not going to try to 
repeat the state ments that were made here last n ight by the Minister of Mines ano 
Resources. They won't get much attention, because state m ents that contain some truths very 
rarely get the kind of publici ty that they should be getting, because they don't sell 
newspapers. 

MR. SPE AKER: Order please. The H onourable Minister has five minutes. 

M R. JORGENSON: Well, Mr. Speaker, the performance of m y  honourable friends has 
been interesting, to say the least. No t the least of which, however, is their reiteration of a 
statement that is plastered across the walls of this city ti me and ti me again, about "Make the 
rich pay." That seemed to be the message that was conveyed to us by the Leader of the 
Opposi tion when he spoke on Monday , repeated again by the for m er Minister of Agriculture, 
the Me mber for Lac du Bonnet. That theory has been disproved by those who have tried i t, by 
those who believe in the same philosophy that my honourable friends, the Labour Party of 
Great Britain. It's been de monstrated that i t  does not help an economy, it ruins i t. 

What m y  honourable friends have failed to recognize, Sir, is that i t  is necessary , and i t's 
been said ti me and ti me again by the Minister of Government Services, that i f  you're going to 
i m prove services in this country , i f  you're going to provide greater social benefi ts to people of 
this country, you must first of  all find the wealth. My honourable friends believe that by 
nationalizing the industries of this country , by nationalizing the resources of this country , 
they can create that wealth. It doesn't work that way, i t  never has, and i t  never will. The 
experience in Great Bri tain has proven it .  

The nationalized industries produced zero income. What  about the nationalized industries 
that we have here? I tell you one way that we have saved some money , we've saved about 
$3.5 mill ion by ge tting rid of those industries that you had nationalized in here, because the 
taxpayers don't have to pi ck up the de fici ts for the m.  They don't have to pick up the defici ts 
for them. But we, Sir ,  are reaching a stage in our history and there is a - in my concluding 
remarks I would like to quote from a reference to the 200-year cycle of major civilizations. 
They go, first of all from bondage to spiri tual faith; fro m  spiri tual faith to great courage; 
from great courage to freedo m; from freedom to abundance; and from abundance to 
selfishness; from selfishness to complacency; from complacency to apathy; fro m  apathy to 
dependence; and from dependence into bondage. I'll leave i t  to m y  honourable friends to judge 
at what stage we are now. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

M R. SPEAK ER: The H onourable Me mber for Transcona. 

MR. W ILSO N PARASIUK (Transcona): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I congratulate you on 
your continued retention of your position. I would also like to congratulate your Depu ty, for I 
think a performance well done over the last two years. And I congratulate his apparent 
successor, the Me mber for V irden, who I think has been a respected member of h is caucus, 
and I'm glad is now going to be recognized by his caucus --{Interjection)-- oh, he will just be 
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Com mittee Chairman, sorry. rm sorry. I was just corrected. The Me mber for Virden will not 
become the Deputy Speaker, he w ill in fact become the Assistant Deputy or the Chairman of 
the Commi ttees. rm glad that he is being recognized by his caucus because the people on this 
side of the House have respected hi m.  He's been a long-serving me mber of his caucus, the 
most senior me mber of that caucus, and I'm glad that they have finally recognized his abili ty 
and in a sense have possibly taken hi m from purgatory after all these long years. 
-(Interjection)- Possibly. I hear the Me mber for Wolseley saying, "me next" - who knows? 

I would also l ike to welcome to the House the three new me mbers. Undoubtedly the 
members, especially the Me mber for Fort Rouge, I hope that she didn't take the last speaker's 
speech too hard. I notice that she left in the middle of i t  s ort of holding her stomach, but I 
hope that that is not a sign of things to come. I didn't know that the Me mber for Morris 
would have that effect on a new me mber. I think they have to be here for awhile and get 
toughened to that type of v i triolic - indeed, I've heard i t  for the third ti me. This is the third 
lecture from the Member for Morris on totali tarianism.  He has undoubtedly spoken that 
speech many ti mes before, b ut this is the third ti me I have heard i t  in the Throne Speech, and 
it follows a set pattern of i m plying that anything activist automatically i m plies a 
totalitar ianis m. It's their defence against any attack against their perfor mance; their defence 
is auto mati cally to redbait or to throw up the spectre of totali tarianis m .  

I can appreciate the members looking into some historical records for some 
documentation. He hasn't got too much in that respect , and he's now trying to dig through 
l ibraries to find any right-wing historian or intellectual historian or philosopher to try and 
back up his posi tion. I would ask him ,  as an amateur historian, to look indeed at the 
performance of his own party with respect to the whole question of civil liberties in the 
history of Canada, because I think the performance of his party at ti mes ,  wi th respect to the 
issue of civil liberties, has been atrocious. 

I remind the member of the 1 9 3 5  campaign where the two tradi tional parties attacked the 
founder of my party, J. s. Woodsworth, for promoting the vote for Japanese and Chinese 
people who were Canadians. They were attacked by Conservatives and Liberals at that ti me. 
Later on, his party . •  --(Interjection)- I would have given hi m the right to vote. I, in fact, 
don't have - you're asking me,  what would I have done? I ask you, what would you do today i f  
they didn't have the vote, i f  you are asking me that type o f  question at this ti me. Obviously , 
universal suffrage is there. In 1935, the Me mber for Minnedosa is i m plying that he would not 
have given them the vote, by asking that type of question, what would we have done? 

I'm saying, my party at  that ti me took the position that those people should indeed have 
the right to vote. And i t's  on the record. Later on in the war, we had the internment of 
Canadians of Japanese ancestry. Again, which party was supporting that, and promoted 
that? In 1970 ,  we had the application, or the i m position, by a supposed civil libertarian, of 
The War Measures Act, and the strongest supporters came from the Conservative Party. In 
fact, tha t has been the greatest infringe ment of civil liberties in the history of Canada that I 
know of. It was the most universal infringe ment of civil liberties, and where was the 
Conservat ive Party on that particular issue? And to give Robert Stanfield credit ,  when he 
retired from public life, he was quite candid when asked by an interviewer on television, 
recorded for all of us, when he was asked, is there anything you would do differently now that 
i t's all over, now that your political career is over, is there anything you would do differently, 
is there anything you regret? And he said, "Yes, I regre t voting in favour of The W ar 
Measures Act ,  and I have the greatest respect for David Lewis and To mmy Douglas, who 
voted against this i m position." 

Those were words of remarkable candor by a retiring politician. Maybe politicians only 
get candid when the y retire. But I was very i m pressed wi th his statement at that ti me,  and 
that's why rm not i mpressed when I hear these continuous harangues of a one-di mensional 
nature regarding totali tarianis m .  Because really what they do, they try and obfuscate what 
the real problems are. It's a diversionary tactic, and i t's unfortunate that that is what has to 
be pra,ctised by the Conservative Party in order to try and slide these types of proble ms under 
their carpe t. 

Indeed, the Me mber for Morris raised a number of points regarding outmigration and tried 
to quote statements made by the Me mber for Brandon. And out of all the laughing and 
gi ggl ing, Mr. Speaker, he didn't say anything positive with respect to the problem that does 
exist in Mani toba, na mely that there is a tre mendous sense of pessi mis m  in the province at  
this ti me, and that that sense of pess i mis m has been, in  fact, encouraged by  the failures of 
the plat form of the government in office at present. 
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Mr. Speaker, this is the first Session o f  the 1 980's, and I would have expected that w e  
would have had a Throne Speech that would have been so mewhat expansive, that would have 
tried to define some of the p:-oblems that face us as a country, as a province, over the course 
of the next decade. And having then tried to de fine som e  of those proble ms, I would have 
hoped that the Throne Speech would have then tried to set out this government's program as 
to how they might aeal wi th these problems. 

Bu t, Mr. Speaker, this was not a Throne Speech of the 19 80's. This was really a Throne 
Speech of the latter 40's and the 5 0's. It was a Throne Speech that assumed that everything 
was okay because in the latter 4 0's and the 5 0's, we in fact were being b uttressed by a lot of 
Am eri can investment in Canada, and we w ere taking the short-term return, and we were 
enjoying ourselves, and we weren't realizing that we were digging ourselves deeper and deeper 
into a hole, that we w ere in fact losing control of our econom y  and that we w ere putting 
ourselves in a position that when world circu mstances changed and when world ter ms of trade 
changed against us so mewhat, we would not have sufficient con trol over our econom y  to 
respond to those types of changes in the best interests of Canadians and of Manitobans. 

And, Mr. Speaker, the most solid indication of that sense of depression and frustation that 
exists in Manitoba in the 8 0's, as we go into the 8 0's , are the outmigration figures. And the 
reason why they are i m portant, Mr. Speaker, is that we are losing a very vital element of our 
society - our most skilled, our most p:-oductive people - and that is the tragedy. When, in 
fact , you lose your best trades people who have to go elsewhere because there is no work in 
Manitoba when there could be work, that is the tragedy. And when you couple that type of 
loss wi th the fact that we have an aging population, that we may not have sufficient people in 
the labour force in the future to adequately support this aging population - which in 2 0  years 
is going to be double the present size - at that stage, Mr. Speaker, we have to ge t very 
concerned about Manitoba's future. 

Mr. Speaker, we've lost that control of our economy, and we aren't facing up to any of  the 
challenges facing our econo m y  righ t  now in this Throne Speech. Mr. Speaker, to me the 
greatest loss that we've suffered over the last 3 0  years in Canada has been loss of control 
over our economy. And there was some thing established called the Forei gn Investment 
Review Agency. It was established because of  some pressure by my party at the national 
level in 1972. And we have a Foreign Investment Review Agency which is far too weak, but 
at the same ti me it's the only agency in our country that reviews foreign takeovers. 

And we have had a tre mendous concentration of foreign control over our economy. Right 
now we have 80 percent of the pe troleum industry foreign controlled. We have 90 percent of 
the chemical industry foreign controlled. We have 60 percent of our manufacturing industry 
foreign controlled. We have 7 0  percent of our mining industry foreign controlled. That is a 
tremendous problem ,  of, in a sense, loss of sovereignty facing Canadians and facing 
governments in Canada. And that is why there are a number of people in Canada who are 
saying that it 's very i m portant for Canadians to recapture control over our economy. 

And although it's not a good mechanism ,  Mr .  Speaker, the Foreign Investment Review 
Agency right now is the only one we have, and rather than talking about s trengthening it ,  
rather than talking about establishing the mechanis ms whereby foreign takeovers of  Canadian 
com panies can be stopped - and in fact what we need in order to achieve that is a tre mendous 
strengthening of the public sector and the Candian Development Corporation so that when a 
foreign com pany comes along and wants to buy out a Canadian com pany , the Canadian people 
are in a position to take over that Canadian company themselves for the people of Canada. 

And we've had that in a nu mber of instances, and the Me mber for Inkster, I think, went 
before the Foreign Investment Review Agency trying to stop Tantallu m  being taken away 
from Mani toba, being taken away from Mani tobans. And he was unsuccessful in that respect, 
Mr. Speaker, because the Canadian government didn't have a mechanis m in place to purchase 
Tantallum ,  and the Manitoba government, under the Conservative Party, didn't want to keep 
control of Tantallu m  in Canada. 

So we have this tremendous problem ,  Mr. Speaker, w ith respect to foreign ownership. 
There are many of us saying that we should s trengthen the Foreign Investment Review 
Agency. There are many people who say that we have to strengthen the other instru ments of 
government to ensure that m ore control over our econom y  is gained by Canadians. And we 
have indeed, Mr. Speaker, on November 2, 1 97 9, the Premier of this province going off to the 
United States - he wouldn't even do i t  here in Canada - and he indeed said that he wanted to 
abolish the Foreign Investment Review Agency because it is a damper to p:-ospective 
investment in Canada. He in fact is going to the Uni ted States on his knees and begging 
Americans to get more control over the Canadian economy, and that is precisely the problem 
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that we have. That is  precisely the problem that we have, Mr .  Speaker. And to go there on 
bended knees, saying that I am going to tell my colleagues in Ottawa that what they should do 
is abolish the Foreign Investment Review Agency, and then invite more American equity 
control over the Candian economy, is corn pletely the wrong policy for Canada, com pletely the 
wrong the policy for Manitobans. 

And frankly rm delighted, Mr. Speaker, that the people of Canada turfed out the Tories on 
February 18th. I'm deli ghted they did so before this man had an opportunity to further 
sabotage the Canadian economy by turning more of i t  over to Americans. Now the point is, 
the Am ericans the mselves would respect us a lot m ore, Mr. Speaker, if we were much m ore 
independent with regard to our own economy. They, in fact, themselves want to protect their 
economy from forei gn domination, and they realize that that is part of a process, in a sense, 
of growing up. 

And, Mr. Speaker , the Premier will never grow up. We know that. He will never grow up. 
He will in fact have to go to wherever the largest pools of forei gn capi tal are,  because he has 
no mechanis m and no vision as to how he, as head of a government, might in fact be able to 
sti mulate investment in a province when after 2 7  months it 's not been happening, and when 
after 2 7  months 2 2,000 people have left this province. And he as no solution to that 
particular problem ,  Mr. Speaker. He has no solution, apart fro m a bi t of corporate welfare by 
the Minister of Economic Development, who this year is now providing a grant - a no-string'S 
grant of $300 ,000.00 

I, in fact, went a bit di fferent than that, Mr .  Speaker. I asked the Minister of Economic 
Development whe ther in fact he was going to get caught up in the game of give-away, 
whether he felt he could match Ontario, whether he could match Alberta in respect to 
govern ment give-aways to private enterprise and he said no, Mr. Speaker, we don't want to 
get into that type of game. That's the wrong type of game to get into. It's a very dangerous 
game. We are not as big as they are. And it's the wrong policy. You can't buy people, you 
can't buy people. That's what he said last year. And I said, Mr. Speaker, that we lack venture 
capital, we lack Candian venture capi tal here in Manitoba. We lack it in Canada. And I said, 
what are you going to do about i t? W ell his Premier went off to the United States begging 
Ameri cans to come in, but he provided no mechanism.  He's abolished the Mani toba 
Development Corporation and he established no mechanis m whereby Canadians might, in fact, 
gain a bi t m ore control over the economy.  

And, Mr .  Speaker, the saddest case - and r n  get to this tomorrow - concerns the sell-out 
of Tantallum in this respect by this government. And it 's really quite unfortunate, Mr. 
Speaker, because it fits in entirely to what I have been saying to date, that this government is 
quite prepared to preside over the continued selling out of our resources to interests outside 
this country. And when we do that, Mr. Speaker, we lose the leverage that we as a province, 
and that we as a people, have against m ultinational corporations. 

And that is another very large problem facing us, Mr .  Speaker. When we get caught up in 
the si tuation where multinationals who have interests in about ten or twelve countries start 
playing one country off against each other , we are in a very disadVantageous position. And 
the only way you can start countering m ultinationals is to start asserting some independence 
on your own. And the strength that we have, Mr. Speaker, the strength that we have as a 
province is that we the people, in the province of Manitoba, own the resources so we can't be 
whip-sawed. We can't be whip-sawed as easily as people in provinces where their only source 
of income is manufacturing industry. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, I wonder if he got the opportunity, Mr. Speaker, rm quite convinced 
that this man would go out and try and sell farmland, yes, to foreign inaustry 
-(Interjection)- Pardon? I wouldn't want to own your farm - the Me mber for Rock Lake 
wants this - Mr. Speaker, i f  his performance as a farm er is anything like his performance as a 
me mber, I would think that that land is full of rocks, Mr. Speaker. I would think it's full of 
rocks and is very unproductive --(Interjections)-- Yes, I a m  hoping that he will get up and 
speak , ,  Mr .  Speaker, because we are having a number of them speaking from their 
--(Interjections)- I thought i t  was rockhead. 

M R. SPEAKER: Order please. The hour being 5:3 0 the house is adjourned ana stands 
adjourned till 2:30 tomorrow afternoon. (Thursday) 
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