
Ti me: 2:30 p .m.  

LEGISLATIVE ASSEM BLY OF MANITOBA 
Tuesday, 4th March, 1980 

OPE NING PRAYER b y  Mr. Speaker. 

INTRODUCTIO N  OF GU ESTS 

M R. SPE AKER, Hon. Harry E. Graham (Birtle-Russell): Before we proceed I should 
like to draw the honourable me mbers' attention to the gallery where we have 2 5  studen ts of  
Grade 6 standing from the Bertrun E.  Glavin Elementary School from River East, under the 
direction of Mr. Morris. This school is located in the consti tuency of the Honourable Member 
for Ross mere. 

We also have 85 students of Grade 6 standing from General Vanier School under the 
direction of Mrs. Cam pbell. This school is in the consti tuenc y of the Honourable Member for 
Radisson. 

On behalf of all the honourable members we welcome you here this afternoon. 
Presenting Peti tions • • •  Reading and Receiving Peti tions • • •  Presenting Reports by 

Standing and Special Com mi ttees • • •  

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS AND TABLING O F  REPORTS 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Mmister of Educa tion. 

HO N. KEITH A. COSENS (Gi mli): Mr. Speaker, I wish to table the Annual Report of 
the Department of Education for the period ending Dece mber 3 1 ,  1979. 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Minister of Cultural Affairs. 

HO N. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): Mr. Speaker, I would like to table the Annual 
Report for the French Manitoba Cultural Centre for the year ending March 3 1 ,  1 9 79. 

MR. SPE AK ER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture. 

HO N. JAM ES  E. DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr. Speaker, I wish to table the Seventh Annual 
Report of the Manitoba Water Services Board for the year ended March 3 1 ,  1979. 

MATTER OF PRIVILEGE 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Member for Ste. Rose on a point of order. 

M R. A. R. (Pete) ADAM: On a point of privilege, Mr. Speaker. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Ste. Rose. 

MR. ADAM: Yes, I am rising on a point of privilege to correct an error in Hansard. 
On Page 80, on the 15th line from the top of the page, in m y  remarks on the Speech from the 
Throne; and I said, "No t even the Creditiste would support the budget", and i t  appears, "Not 
even their credi tors", and I think that should be corrected. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS AND TABLING OF REPORTS (Cont'd) 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Economic Development. 

HO N. J. FRANK JOHNSTO N (Sturgeon Creek): Mr. Speaker, I would like to make this 
announcement because possibly some of the honourable me mbers m issed i t  on Friday in the 
papers. I would like to announce that Mr. Phil R. Enns, on behalf of a company to be 
incorporated received a $394,680 grant from DREE to expand the manufacture of hopper 
botto m grain trailers. 

MR. SPE AKER: Order please. The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 
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M R .  HO W AR D  PAW LE Y  (Selkirk): On a point of order, i f  the Minister i s  unaertaking 
a statement , we woula appreciate a copy of sa me. 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Minister of Economic Development I am sure will be 
glad to present copies of his report. 

MR. JOHNSTO N: Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, i t's m y  error at this ti me that I aon't 
have the copies. Tomorrow I w ill have them and make the announcement. 

MR. SPE AKER: Perhaps we can wait till tomorrow then for the announce ment. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Labour. 

HO N. KEN Mac MASTER (Thom pson): Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to table the Report of 
the Department Labour and Manpower for the year en oing Dece mber 3 lst , 1979. 

MR. SPE AKER: Notices of Motion • . •  Introduction of Bills • . .  

ORAL QU ESTIO NS 

MR. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

M R. PAW LEY: Mr. Speaker, yesteraay, in response to questions posed by the Me mber 
for St. Johns to the First Minister, the First Minister inaicated that the Minister responsible 
for H ousing was presently investigating the British Columbia program which had been 
announced some ti me earlier by the Bennett government. Smee the B. C. progra m relates o nly 
to new construction ana does not in any way apply to existing mortgages involving those 
m ortgages that are coming up for renewal at high er interest rates, I ask the Minister 
responsible for H ousing whether or not the study that the First Minister maae reference to 
incluaes a stuay insofar as the existing si tuation in the Province of Mani toba, involving higher 
interest rates and mortgages of an existing nature coming up for renewal. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Minister respo nsible for Housing. 

MR. JOHNSTO N: Mr. Speaker, i f  the Leader of the Opposition had taken the trouble 
to ao the research and work that the media aia yesterday, he might know some of those 
answers but I will try to give them to him.  

The Manitoba Housing and Renewal Corporation was directed to look at the B.C. plan ana 
I have tola the people of the meaia that the y were qui te welcome to talk to the Director of 
Research and the Chairman of the Board of MHRC. At that ti me the y informed them that 
the plan was an exceptionally good one for B.C. in that there is a shortage of houses ana their 
plan aid create the incentive to build new houses, ana the press responsibly reportea those 
answers today. 

I would like to say that we are also taking a look at other problems as far as interest rates 
are concerned. It's an interest rate problem in the Province of Manitoba. It is not a proble m 
of neeaing n ew units, and there has to be something to be lookea at to look at the problem of 
foreclosures, look at the problem of  helping people wi th m ortgages that are going to have 
higher interest rates put on the m  in the near future. 

M R. SPE AK ER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposi tion. 

M R. PAW LEY: A further supplementary to the Minister responsible for Housing. In 
view of the First Minister's answer and in view of the com m ent in toaay's paper, that the 
honourable member makes reference to, by the manager of Manitoba H ousing and Renewal 
Corporation that the B. C. plan is not applicable to Mani toba, ana in that he does not expect 
to see such a reco m mendation maae, aoes the Minister responsible for H ousing then 
acknowledge that contrary to the answ er providea by the First Minister yesteraay, there is no 
actual study under way pertaining to the Bri tish Columbia plan? 

M R. JOHNSTON: I just aon't unaerstand the Leader of the Opposi tion. We have 
stuaied the B.C. plan ana we have found that the B.C. plan is an excellent plan for the 
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Province of British Columbia. The research people in my department, Mr. Speaker, and the 
Chairman of the Manitoba Housing and Renewal C orporation, have and will outline the B.C. 
plan even further to us but, as mentioned, they do not feel it could be recommended as a plan 
that would be applicable to the problems in the province of Manitoba. 

We are looking at other ways to try and find a solution, if possible. We also, as the article 
said , believe that the problem is one that is directly a response of the federal government, 
and we have to encourage them to take a look at this problem. We would certainly, as far as 
the Manitoba Housing and Renewal C orporation is concerned , be in contact with the federal 
gover nment to see what moves they are going to make. 

If the Honourable Leader of the Opposition had quoted from the news media as late as 
ye sterday, he would have found that the federal gover nment has said already, that they are 
planning to look at something and we want to work with them. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, in view of the Minister's answer, in view of the fact that 
he has indicated that there is no present study under way, I would ask the Minister responsible 
if he would inform his First Minister, who answered yesterday that a study was under way, 
that in fact there is no study under way pertaining to the British C olumbia plan, that in fact 
the study has been com pleted and the B.C. plan has been found to be inapplicable. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, one of the reasons a person who is responsible for 
mules carries a big board is so that he could hit him on the head to get it through his skull. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I have told the Leader of the Opposition three times that we did study the 
B.C. plan. It's a good plan for the Province of B.C., it is not applicable to the Province of 
Manitoba. We are looking at other ways, and we are continuing to look at it and we want to 
work with the federal government. I don't know how much clearer I can be, and if the 
honourable member wants to keep gettmg up and putting wordS in people's mouths, that's 
entirely up to him. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order. The Honourable Member for St . Johns on a point of privilege. 

MR. SAUL CHERNIACK (St. Johns): Yes, Mr. Speaker, I want to draw the attention 
to the Minister of Housing and to you, Mr. Speaker, that to my recollection and confirmed by 
the newspaper report, the First Minister yest erday, in response to my question, stated that 
the Minister for Housing was studying the $200 million B.C. plan, when in fact the Minister of 
Housing was no longer studying it and had stopped studying it some time ago. The point of 
privilege is that the First Minister did not k now; and I aon't blame him for not k nowing, but he 
pretended that he knew the answer and he didn't. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. 
The Honourable Minister responsible for Housing on the same pomt of privilege. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, the word was "studying" the B.C. plan. You know if 
he wants to use his tricks that he always uses in this house, this is perfectly up to him. The 
First Minister said the Minister of Housing and the Manitoba Housing Renewal Department 
was studying the B.C. plan. We have studied it ; it's still there. If he'd like us to read it again, 
we'd be very happy to. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. I have listened to the point raised by the Honourable 
Member for St. Johns. I believe it's a question of semantics rather than really a point of 
privilege; therefore, I have to find the point of privilege out of order. 

The Honourable Member for St. Johns on a point of order. 

MR. CHERNIACK: On a point of order, I'm just looking . • .  It's an unpar liamentary 
expression referred to in the Beauchesne quotation, Citation 154, which suggests that there 
should not be misrepresenting the language of another. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to make it clear that I did not misrepresent the language of the First 
Minister but the Minister for Housing did by prete nding that the First Minister was using the 
past tense, whereas clearly it 's not semantics; he was im plying and attempting to tell the 
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House that the Minister for Housing w as  currently studying and not completing the st uay. 
Now if you call that semantics, M r. Speaker, that's your privilege but I think it was clear 
yesterday. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. We can only have one pomt of oraer at 
a time. 

The Honourable Gover nment House Leader on the same point of order. 

HON. G ERAL D  W.J. M ERCI ER ( Osborne): Well, M r. Speaker, you have alreaay made 
a ruling w ith respect to the point of privilege raised by the Member for St . Joh ns, and it's not 
debatable. 

MR. SPEAKER: T he Honourable Leader of the Op position. 

MR. PAWL EY: M r. Speaker; a final supplementary to the Deputy Premier. Can the 
Deputy Premier aovise whether there are any studie s under way at the present time, by his 
government, pertaining to easing the lot of interest rates within the Province of Manitoba 
upon farmer s and small business people? 

MR. S PEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance. 

HON. DONALD W .  CRAIK (Riel): M r .  Speaker, that question has been raisea before 
and has been ad aressed in the House. We have put as m uch press ure as we possibly coula on 
the federal gover nment over the month s. M r. Speaker, I think per haps the listening a udience 
is quite well aware of the fact that interest rates are established on a national basis, Mr. 
Speaker, and are not established on a provincial basis. 

The most effective move that could have been maae was made, under the initiative of the 
Fir st Minister, the Premier of Manitoba, when he, as one of his fir st moves as Premier, took 
the position that the Bank of Canada ought to pay more attention to the regional interests of 
the count ry. 

Mr. Speaker, whether it was that admonition or some other reason, the Bank of Canada 
did, for the first time that can be recalled, take the trouble of c rossing the country, the 
economic council preceding it, the gover nor of the Bank of Canada following it, and in fact 
were prevailea upon by the Manitoba government to not follow the pattern of the American 
increases in bank rates; that if there were no fixed r ules that brought about this kind of 
dictat ive following 1t, that if they had to er r for goooness' sake err on the side of keeping the 
interest rates lower. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the last move, the move today in the Umtea States, if it is a move that 
is going to be there ana set , is going to place that rate higher in Canada ... 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order please. May I suggest to the Honourable Minister that 
his answers be short and to the point. 

The Honourable Minister of Finance. 

MR. CRAIK: Well, Mr. Speaker, really, the nub of 1t all is that the interest rates in 
Canada are high and that any f urther increase is going to be more a1sastrous than it is 
al ready. We trust that there will not be any further increase in spite of the American 
increase. If there is action taken, that action ought properly to be taken at the nat10nal 
level, where the interest rates are effectively established. 

MR. S PEAKER: The Honourable Member for Roc k  Lake. 

MR. H E NRY J. EINARS ON: M r. Speaker, I direct this quest10n to the Mmister of 
A g ric ult ure. 'Vly question arises out of comments that the Minister maae in reply to the 
Throne Speech when he saia that it was the previous gover nment, approximate ly seven or 
eight years ago, that stopped the now of hogs coming from Saskat chewan into Manitoba for 
processing. I wonder if the Minister could give us some indication as to what the volume or 
the number of hogs were at that time that were coming in from Saskat chewan to Manitoba 
for processing. 

VIR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mmister of Agriculture. 
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M R. DOW NEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the number of hog.> flowing in from Saskatchewan 
for proce:;sing in Manitoba at that parti cular time was approximately 230 ,000. The move by 
the previous administration reduced that flow to something l ike 2 0,000  hog.> in the last year. 

MR.  E lN ARSON: Mr. Speaker, a supple mentary question to the same Minister. Since, 
Mr. Speaker, that the Minister now indicates there were approxi mately 2 00,000 hog.> involved 
wi th the stopping of coming into Manitoba, could the Minister give us any indication as to 
whether this had any relevance to the Swift Canadian packing plant closing up last year? 

MR. DOWNEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the iron y of the whole thing is the way in which the 
me mbers opposite laugh about the loss of jobs - 600 jobs at Sw ifts. They think i t's a big joke, 
and, Mr. Speaker, yes, tha t had an influence on the closing of Swi ft Canadian. 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Me mber for St . George. 

M R. BILLIE UR USKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to direct a question to the 
Minister of Agri culture then, s ince we're dealing with the issue of hog.>, and ask him what 
actions his govern ment is prepared to undertake wi th respect to the Cargill expansion of hog.> 
in the Manitoba market at this ti me. 

M R. SPE AK ER: The Honourable Minister of Agri culture. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, m y  response to the Me mber for St . George would be 
that we prefer that the family farm be the people who produce the hog.> and the agriculture 
products in this province. 

MR. UR USKI: Since the Minister is in favour of the family farm operation, what is he 
then going to do wi th respect to the expansion and in trusion over the opposi tion of the 
major ity of h og producers in this province into the hog marketing s ystem,  as is evidenced b y  
Cargill Grain? 

M R. DOW NEY: Mr. Speaker, the member makes some accusations that may be taking 
place. At this parti cular ti me, I have not - and I sa y have not - o ther than received the 
prel iminary concern of the Hog Board to m y  office. There has been no move or 
representa tion made to me to stop any such program.  How ever, I woulo indicate that their 
concern has been pu t before me and I have listened to them and discussed it with them.  

M R. UR USKI: Mr. Speaker, i t  has now been reported that Cargill is in  the production 
of hog.>, whether the y  are contracting out to farmers or not. What is the Minister prepared to 
do to stop tha t k ind o f  vertical integration in this province? 

MR. DOW NEY: Mr. Speaker, as I indicated earlier , m y  number one concern is that 
agri culture remain wi th the family farm uni ts in this province, and, Mr. Speaker, when 
concrete evidence comes before me that that position or their position in the production of 
farm goo os is being eroded or challenged, then I'm pre pared to make public statements on 
behalf of the farmers in Manitoba. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Inkster. 

M R. SID NEY GREEN: Mr. Speaker, ro like to direct a question to the Honourable 
Attorney-General. Can the Honourable Minister confirm , as disclosed by the recoros of the 
Registrar in Bankruptcy, that bankruptcies have increased from the last year in which the 
New Democrati c Party was in pow er the last full year, in 1976,  fro m 487 to the first full year 
in which the Conservatives have been in power, 1 9 7 8, to 6 58, and have risen in 1979 to 8 2 1  
bankruptcies, an increase of  7 0  percent over the last year i n  which the New De mocratic Party 
were in power for a full year. 

M R. SPE AKER: The H onourable Attorney-General. 
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M R. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I cannot confir m those statistics. I can take the 
question as notice and m ake an enquiry and report back to the Me mber for St. Johns, unless 
the Minister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs has any information with him with respect to 
that matter. 

M R. GREEN: Mr. Speaker , would the Attorney-General consider studying an 
inappropriate British Colu mbia plan that is desi gned not to deal wi th these questions, to see 
whether that is the re medy to his problem? 

M R. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I would point out to the Me mber for St . Johns that our 
government  studied the Shelter Allowance Program from B.C. and did not adopt the plan they 
have in B.C. b ut introduced a much more equitable plan for senior ci ti zens, a Rental Subsidy 
Program , in this province, Mr. Speaker. We're always prepared to look at plans in o ther 
provinces and i mprove the m  for adoption in this province. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Inkster. 

M R. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, in view of the statistics that we have heard relative to 
foreclosures , bo th last year in this House and this year - and they 're much eas ier to get this 
year, apparently, than las t year - and the statisti cs with regard to bankruptcies which I asked 
the honourable me mber to confirm , would the Minister tell us how long the people of  
Manitoba are going to have to  endure this massive experi ment in eighteenth century 
capi talism ? 

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I will enquire to check out the exact figures that the 
Me mber for Inkster has referred to and com pare them wi th si milar fi gures developed in o ther 
provinces for this same period of ti me, Mr. Speaker , and we will, as usual, look very seriously 
at solutions to problems that may exist to home owners and small businesses as a result of the 
exhorbitant interest rates that have been invoked by the federal government. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Fort Rouge. 

MRS. JU NE W ESTBURY: Mr. Speaker, m y  q uestion is addressed to the H onourable 
Minister of Labour. In view of the recent decision by the Human Rights Com mission 
supporting federal equal pay for work of equal value legislation, w ill the Minister introduce 
legislation requiring equal pay for w ork of eq ual value ? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour. 

M R. Mac MASTER: Mr. Speaker, we presently have legislation which makes reference 
to equal pay for work that is of substantially equal nature. r m  not satisfiea that, in our 
parti cular province or in any provinces in the coun try, that  is being to tally a<lherea to and I 
think we've got a job to apply that particular existing legislation before we look at anything 
else. 

MRS. W ESTBURY: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Will the Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, when it is appointea , look at  the urgent need for legisla tion in this area, for espousing 
equal pay for work of equal value rather than for work of s imilar value? 

M R. Mac MASTER: Mr. Speaker, I can't aictate or aetermine what the Aavisory 
Council on the Status of Wo men will be looking at  or reco mmenaing b ut, in conversations with 
them ,  I have had the m say on nu m erous occasions that i f  the present legislation was made 
applicable to instances here in Manitoba that would be a big step towardS equali zing the 
opportuni ties that wo men are de manding of, and have the right of, in the Province of 
Manitoba, as other jurisdictions. 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Me mber for Fort rouge with a final supplementary. 

M RS. W ESTBURY: Mr. Speaker, aid I understand the Minister to say , "in 
conversations with them", meaning the Aavisory Council on the Status of Wo men, that's what 
he said. My unaerstanding was that they have not yet been appointed and I would be 
interested in knowing just to whom he has been speaking on this matter. 
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M R. MacMASTER: Well, Mr. Speaker, we can check Hansard and see what I said and 
if I said I was talking to the Advisory Council that certainly is incorrect. What I hope I saia 
and what I meant to say was, "that in talking to women's groups from women's organi zations". 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for St. Vi tal. 

M R. D. JAM ES  WALDING: Mr. Speaker, m y  question is to the Honourable Minister of 
Education . I asked hi m last week i f  he could confirm that Winnipeg School Division No. 1 was 
laying off a number of teachers, or planning to, and he [X'omised to look into the matter and 
report back. Is he now in a posi lion to report to the House what the si tua tion is wi th the 
Winnipeg School Division No. 1 ?  

M R. SPE AKER: The Honourable Minister of Education. 

M R. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, to the Me mber for St. Vi tal, certainly I can confirm that 
the Winnipeg School Division No . 1 is laying off some teachers. I think this is a fact that we 
are going to have to grow to accept in this province unless gentlemen on the o ther side have 
some re medy to the declining population factor. If they can somehow solve the [X'oblem then 
we won't have that parti cular situation. 

MR. WALDING: A supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. Can the Minister inform the 
House as to how many teachers would be laid off and how many teaching pos1 lions will be 
deleted? 

M R. COSENS: Well, Mr. Speaker, this type of information of course is something that 
rests wi th the school divisions. They have jurisdiction in this matter; they make that type of 
decision. At the ti me I get into my Esti mates I can have a careful record here of the number 
of teachers teaching in each school division last year, the nu mber that they propose to have 
next year, if that is the type of information the member requires. He's speaking of one 
specifi c  school division in this province; we have 47,  and I have an equal interest in all of 
them. Certainly if he requires that specific information I can get it for hi m without any 
proble m and I w ill endeavour to do so. 

MR. SPE AK ER: The Honourable Me mber for St. Vital with a final supplementary. 

M R .  WA LDING: Mr. Speaker, I thank the Honourable Minister for undertaking to 
provide that information. I was particularly interested in i t  because of the unprecedented 
step of the Winni peg Teachers Association calling a nu mber of meetings at Winnipeg schools 
this Thursday, March 6 ,  a t  7:3 0. Will the Minister inform the H ouse whether he intends to be 
present at  one of  those meetings to explain to the parents and the teachers involved the 
syste m of provincial grants to education? 

M R. C OSENS: Mr. Speaker, this is a matter between the Winnipeg School Division 
No. 1 and their teachers. If the teach ers and parents wish to mee t  and discuss i te ms of 
mutual interest, certainly they are quite at  liberty to do so. This happens across the 
province, I don't think this is a unique si tuation that they get toge ther to discuss things of  
mutual interest and I see this as no di fferent than any other type of meetings that take place 
between those two bodies. 

MR. WALDING: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Minister of Education. ls the 
Minister of Education telling us tha t he will not be present at any of those meetings on 
Thursday night? 

M R. COSENS: Mr.  Speaker, I would see absolutely no  value in being there. I feel that 
would be interfering in the workings of that parti cular school division. This is a matter 

between the teachers and the parents of that division and the school board of  that particular 
division. Is he suggesting that the provincial government should interfere in all the affairs of 
every school division in this province? 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for River Heights. 

- 305 -



Tuesday, March 4 ,  1980  

M R. GARY FILMO N: Mr. Speaker, m y  q uestion is  to the Honourable Minister of 
Energy and Mines. In view of recent media reports to the effect that the St. James School 
Division has achieved major cost savings in energy through a program o f  conservation, does 
the Minister's department have any plans to make incentives available, or o ther measures to 
be undertaken, to achieve or encourage similar savings in other school divisions? 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for St. Johns on a point of order. 

M R. CHER NIACK: Yes,  Mr. Speaker. My po mt of order is that when a Minister 
wishes to make a statement , he makes a min isterial state ment , we respond to 1 t .  The 
member who has asked the q uestion is not just the Me mber for River Heights,  he is a member 
of the Minister's department and has access to the Minister's departmental information, and 
therefore, the q uestion being asked • • •  en a point of order, Mr. Speaker • • • •  the q uestion 
being asked by the person appointed to be the Executive Legislative Assistant to the Minister, 
having access to the information, is providing the q uestion only to give the Minister an 
opportunity to make a statement to whi ch we should respond. 

No w, Mr. Speaker, m y  point is that I recogni ze the right of backbenchers of the 
govern ment  side to ask questions during ques tion period. But, Mr. Speaker, I have been a 
Legislative Assistant and I have been a Minister and I do know that a Legislative Assistant, 
having access to the information, is only serving the purposes of his own Minister by feeding 
him a question. If the member had asked a q uestion of any o ther Minister I m ight not have a 
valid objection but since he's asking i t  fro m wi thin his department to his own Min ister, I say 
that he is circu mventing the rules and in that way making i t  possible for his Minister to make 
statements wi thout a response. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General on a point of order. 

M R. M ERCIER: On the same point of order, Mr. Speaker. Any member of the 
Le gislature has a right to ask q uestions and the Me mber for St . Johns has no valid po mt of 
order. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Me mber for St . Johns. 

M R. CHERNIA CK: Mr. Speaker, on the point of order and strictly to the statement 
made by the Honourable the H ouse Leader, I believe he is incorrect in his statement that any 
member of the Legislature may ask a question. I think i t  is clear that members of the 
Cabinet do not ask each o th er questions. I think members of the Executive Council, having 
access to each o ther every Wednesday morning at least, do not ask questions of each o ther 
and do not have the right so to do. 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs on a point  of order. 
The Honourable Attorney-General on the point of order. 

M R. MERCIER: On the same point of order, Mr. Speaker. I would have expected that 
the Me mber for St. Johns would have realized that members of the Treasury Board do not ask 
q uestions, but  obviously with the Me mber for St . Johns  you can take nothing for granted. I 
can i f  you wish, Mr. Speaker , quote from Beauchesne where parliamentary assistants in the 
House of Com mons are enti tled to ask questions. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Consum er Affairs on the po mt of order. 

HON. W AR NER H. JORGENS ON (Morris): Mr, Speaker, on the po int of order. The 
Me mber for St. Johns has indeed a very short me mory. He perhaj'.l) does no t recall the former 
Me mber for Radisson, day after day, rising in his place in the H ouse, and he was a me mber of 
the Hydro Board , asking questions of the Minister responsible for Hydro. He perhaj'.l) also 
doesn't reme mber the tong wars that went on between members of that Cabinet when on this 
side of the House, carrying their fi ghts of Cabine t right into this Chamber. 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Me mber for Inkster. 

- 3 0 6  -



Tuesday, March 4 ,  1980 

M R. GREEN: Mr.  Speaker, s ince we're all getting into the act,  I will speak to the 
point of  order. I would think that the Me mber for St. Johns has a valid point , but I do say, Mr. 
Speaker, that w ith respect to his po int I think it's pushing i t  a little hard because there are 
virtually no m ore backbenchers who don't have duties in the Conservative Party and they 
woul<Jn't be able to ask questions; therefore, perhaps we should be a li ttle bit chari table 
tow aras them .  

MR. SPE AKER: The H onourable Minister o f  Finance on the point of order. 

M R. CRAIK: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I want to speak on the point of order, too. I didn't 
intend to before the Me mber for Inkster rose at this po int. I don't think the numbers are 
much different than they w ere before and I don't think the practices are any different than 
they were before. 

The Me mber for St . Matthews we used to l isten to - rve forgotten who he was the 
legislative assistant to - bu t he had a practice of questioning all the me mbers of the front 
bench of the former government and rm sure he questioned his own Minister frequently, as 
well. 

The Me mber for Radisson, who formerly sat here, h is practice was much closer to that of 
the Minister who was responsible for the Crown Agency of whi ch he was a member of the 
board. 

Mr. Speaker, the other point that was made by the Me mber for St . Johns is that the 
legislative assistant is an em ployee of the department, I think he said.  

MR. CHER NIACK : A me mber. 

M R. CRAIK: A me mber of the department. Mr. Speaker, a legislative assistant is a 
member of this body. I think i t 's perfectly in order. We have all known that Cabine t 
Min isters don't normally, although they have . • . As the Minister of Consumer Affairs has 
pointed out ,  when we w ere on the o ther side we watched Cabinet Ministers fi ght openly in the 
House here, back and forth down the bench, Mr. Speaker. --{Interjection)- They didn't ask 
questions, they just cursed one ano ther out, Mr. Speaker. They might as well have been 
asking a question; it was a good sideshow. 

Mr. Speaker, from that point of view I think that i t's a pretty tenuous po int of order that 
is claimed by the Me mber for St. Johns. Any me mber who is not a me mber of the Cabine t 1s 
in order asking a question of the front bench, regardless of who. 

M R. SPEAK ER: I have listened carefully to the points of order and the remarks of 
the various members and I realize that I have a responsibil ity in this Chamber to ensure the 
ri ght of free spee ch to every member of this Cha mber. If I am to ask a me mber to clear wi th 
me, before he speaks, who he is addressing his remarks to, I think I would be infringing on his 
rights. Therefore, I rule the point of order not a point of order. 

The H onourable Minister of Finance. 

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, that being the case, I would like to reply to the question 
that the School Divis ion of St. Ja mes did no t requ ire any particular incentive to undertake 
their good work and, while the government can well address incentives generally for 
conservation m easures - and we would hope to do those sorts of  things under the new 
federal/provincial agreement - I want to indicate that the School Division of St. James did do 
a re markable job on the ir conservation program ,  pri m arily at their own mi tiative. 

And I think the greatest incentive that can be drawn is to draw to public attention that 
school divisions, or any o ther bodies who are operating physical facili ties on that scale, can 
and should address themselves to it and can be assured of' very substantial fmancial gains and 
conservation measures, to boot. 

MR. SPE AKER: The H onourable Me mber for El mwood. 

M R. R USSELL DOERN: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question to the Minister of 
Education and ask him whether he actually said that university students in Manitoba should 
consider the mselves lucky or fortunate to have an 8 percent increase in the ir fees, whi ch is 
something that will cause a hardship for many thousands of university students. 
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M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Education. 

MR. C OSENS: Mr. Speaker, the Me mber for Elmwood, I think he is misquoting what I 
said sli ghtly. I said if you are going to look at fee increases and the amount of fees that are 
paid by university students in this country, that in Manitoba the students are in a rather 
enviable posi tion. 

M R. D OER N: Mr. Speaker, there w ill be few students who w ill agree w ith that 
correction. 

I would ask th.e Min ister whether he has any concern about the quality of education at the 
university level, in view o f  statements made by Ralph Campbell, Presiaent of the u. of M., 
who said that, "The university will be forced to cut entire programs in the near fu ture 
because of poor provincial funding;" the Dean of Meaicine who is concerned about potential 
cutbacks; the fact that in the past year or two there was a loss of accredi tation in the Faculty 
of Engineering and in the Dental School. ls the Minister concerned about the possible 
reduction in quali ty at the universities because of inadequate provincial funding? 

M R. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, let me correct the Me mber for Elmwood. The only ti me 
there has been a loss of accredi tation, to my knowledge, was during the NDP years when the 
School of Dentistry lost the ir accredi tation. There is no faculty that has lost their 
accredi tation in the last two and a half years. 

Certainly we are concerned about q uality, and I would suggest that an 8 .1  percent increase 
in university funding this year com pares q ui te favourably wi th the type of increases that 
we're seeing across this country, and I would suggest that he refer to Ontario where they have 
a 7.2 percent increase this year and take a look at our sister provinces as well. 

M R. SPE AKER: The H onourable Me mber for El mwood with a final supplementary. 

M R. D O ERN: Mr. Speaker, I would point out, incidentally , that the Minister is not 
correct, that the Faculty of Engineering was only granted a three-year extension, which was 
to their de tri men t. 

My q uestion is whether, in view of the k ind of  funding that's being provided, which is 
considered inadequate by many of the Deans and by the students who are paying hi gh fees, 
whether the Minister has any new programs, any new grants or bursaries or new job creation 
for students, to help alleviate the adverse effects of these fee increases. 

MR. COSENS: Well, once again, Mr. Speaker , the Me mber for Elmwood talks about 
paying hi gh fees and I say to the Me mber for Elmwood, in com parison to what and in 
comparison to whom? -(Interjection)- To what? To the students in Saskatchewan, who are 
paying much high er fees than in Manitoba; are those the hi gh fees that he's talking about ?  Or 
the students in Ontario, who are paying something l ike $ 200-and-some more a year in fees in 
si milar faculties? Are those the students he's talking about when he says "are paying very 
high fees"? -(Interjection)-

Certainly we're monitoring the situation very closely; certainly we're looking at the 
quanti ties of student aid and assistance that we can provide in this province to help out 
students who may have some difficulty in meeting the financial co mmitment that university 
requires. 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Me mber for Ste. Rose. 

M R. AD AM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister responsible for 
Housing. I wonder i f  the Minister could adVise i f  the residents of Rorketon can expect to see 
construction o f  senior ci tizens' housing for the ir com munity to proceed in 1980,  which has 
been delayed for some ti me now. 

M R. SPE AKER: The Honourable Minister responsible for H ousing. 

M R. JOHNSTON: I'll take the question as notice, Mr. Speaker, and inform the 
honourable member of all the statisti cs regarding applications ana everything. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Brandon East. 
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M R. LE ONAR D  S. EVANS (Brandon East): Mr. Speaker, I'd like to address a question 
to the Minister of Education, and i t 's related to an announcement in the Throne Speech 
respecting Assiniboine Com munity College. ls the government planning to hold sod turning 
cere mony for the proposed expansion at Assiniboine Com m unity Col lege in Brandon or will 
the sod turning cere mony that the NDP government had in 1977 be satisfactory? 

MR. SPEAK ER: The honourable Minister of Education. 

M R. C OSENS: Mr. Speaker, I wasn 't here at that ti me, and I understand the Me mber 
for Brandon East is a real sod-buster. But we are doing a li ttle m ore than turning sod; we will 
be pu tting up a structure that they had promised for some ti me. 

M R. S PEAK ER: Order, order please. 
The Honourable Me mber for Brandon East. 

MR. EVA NS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. W ill the Minister adVise whether the 
De partment will be U5ing the plans prepared under the previous NDP administration for the 
expansion of the college - and this, of course, prior to the freeze that was placed by the 
Minister of Public Works after this present government came into office - but wil l the 
Minister advise whether the same plans will be used or whether there have been modi fications 
to those plans? 

MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, plans have been modi fied and i mproved. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Brandon East wi th a final supple mentary. 

MR. EVANS: Would the H onourable Minister adVise, then, whether the freeze has 
been li fted - that is the freeze annnounced the Minister of Public Works in the fall of '7 7 -
whether i t  h as  or will be lifted on the construction and the expansion of the Brandon School of 
MU5i c  building? 

MR. C OSENS: That particular project is not in our Esti mates this year, Mr. Speaker. 

M R. SPEAK ER: Order please, the ti me for Ques tion Period having expired, we will 
proceed with the Orders of the Day. On the proposed motion of the Honourable Me mber for 
River Hei ghts. 

OR DERS OF THE DAY 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for The Pas. 

M R. R ONALD McBRYD E: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to congratulate you, 
Mr. Speaker, on being there again this year and on your continuing to carry out your function 
in an even more fair and i mpartial manner as the days progress. 

I would also l ike to welcome, Mr. Speaker, the new members to the Legislature, especially 
the Me mber for Ross mere, who has shown hi mself to be very capable within this House and, 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to indicate to the new Me mber for Fort Rouge that I don't agree 
with some, who would i mply that some members past and present from that post are, were, or 
have been eunuchs, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, last evening in this House, we had the • • .  I was going to say opportunity, 
Mr. Speaker , but I don 't think that 's qui te the word to use. Last night we had to listen to the 
First Minister of this province address hi mself to the q uestion that's before us, in terms of the 
Speech from the Throne and the amendments thereto. And, Mr. Speaker, the com m ents of 
the First Minister are a real disappointment to those of us on this side of the House and to 
myself. Mr. Speaker, what  the First Minister, what the Premier, what  the head political 
person of our province normally does, when he has an occasion to speak to the Speech from 
the Throne, is to  try and outline wha t  his govern ment is  doing , why they 're doing i t ,  and how 
well they are able to do what they are doing. Mr. Speaker, i t's an opportunity for the politi cal 
leader of our province to tel l people, to account for his govern ment and his role as Premier in 
the province of Manitoba. 
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Mr.  Speaker, w e  didn't get that last evening. In fact, w e  Clidn't even get any i Clea of  what 
their programs w ere, what the ir policies are , what the problems are they face, and what 
they're going to do to try and move Manitoba aheaa, to try and i mprove things in Manitoba. 
--(Interjection)-- No, we didn't get any of that, Mr. Speaker. We didn't get any of that from 
the First Min ister of our province. 

I think what we got was some pouring out of his hatred ana his indiviaual insults to 
members on this side of the House, and to have his veno m spewed across the floor of the 
House; and that's about all we got fro m  the First Mini ster of our province. And, Mr. Speaker, 
that is a disappointment to me, that is a disappointment  to legislators on this side of the 
House and rm sure i t's a disappointment to all Manitobans to have a First Minister who sees i t  
as his only role to  spew venom and not  to deal wi th the issues that Manitobans are faced wi th,  
and to outline what his  government is doing, if  anythi ng, and what is government proposes to 
do, i f  anything. 

Mr. Speaker, that, I guess, shouldn't be too surprising when you really look at the nature of 
the Throne Speech i tself, whi ch was basically , Mr. Speaker, a document of m isinformation and 
a document of  false or repeated promises. 

The First Minister did say something last n ight, Mr. Speaker, that I think was quite 
correct. My leader, the Me mber for Selkirk, the Leader of the Opposition had inaicated • . •  

Or the First Minister corrected h im.  My leader had indicated during his com ments that, in 
fact , there was some thing tru thful in the Throne Speech Debate in terms of that the econom y  
was not moving, and the Premier corrected h i m  last evening and said that h e  misunaerstood 
that , that that is not what the Throne Speech had said. And I think that  the Premier was 
right, that m y  leader did make a mistake there when he said there was something honest in 
the Throne Speech Debate; and , as the Pre m i er pointed out last night , there is no thing honest 
in the Throne Speech Debate after you get rid of that particular statement that was 
misinterpreted by m y  leader. 

Mr. Speaker, the basic misinformation, the basic misguidance, the basic falsehood that is 
being perpetuatea on the people of Manitoba is that the economy of Mani toba is now in fact . 

M R. SPE AKER: Order please. May I suggest to the honourable member that he 
choose his w ords qui te carefully because many of the w ords tha t he's using have, in some 
cases, b een considered to be unparlia mentary; someti mes they have been considered to be 
parlia mentary. So I would suggest to hi m he use his w ords very care fully . 

The H onourable Me mber for The Pas. 

MR. McBRYDE: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I thank you for your adVice and assistance on this 
matter. I don't want to low er the level of m y  debate to the level the First Minister engaged 
in last evening. 

So, Mr. Speaker, what rn do then is just move on to the facts, and if you have a set of 
facts that come from Statisti cs Canada and the statements of the First Minister whi ch are 
contradictory or don't agree w ith the statistics from Statistics Canada, then you have to put 
your own interpretation on the com ments of the First Minister. And so, Mr. Speaker, I will 
leave it up to people to put their own interpretation on the comments and statements of the 
First Minister anCI in the Throne Speech Debate. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think that there is a general understanding ana a general feeling in 
the province of Mani toba that our ci t izens have. They are aware, Mr. Speaker, that things 
are not quite what they could be or what they should b e  in terms of the economy in the 
economic performance of Mani toba. They are aware if they  know some people who have had 
to move away from the Province of Manitoba to ge t work; they are aware, Mr. Speaker, o f  
people who are wanting and actively seeking wock tha t have been unable to get i t ;  they might 
be aware of people who are wocking part-ti me when previously they have be able to work 
full-ti me; and they are also aware fro m o ther sources in terms of people that have 
collectibles out, businessmen are having more difficulty now in collecting those collectibles 
than ever be fore; they are aware of o ther business people that are in s erious proble ms or 
facing bankruptcies, as was outlined in this Chamber this morning, because of the general 
economi c si tuation. 

So there is th at general understanding that the m ajori ty of citi zens have, that the ci ti zen 
on the stree t or the average ci tizen, i f  you like, has about the the economic si tuation in 
Manitoba. So when the government announces that now the economy is turned around and 
that everything is i m proving, they are a li ttle skepti ca l or a li ttle bi t doubtful. 
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When I went into a home and was talking to some people during the federal election 
cam pai gn  and I said: Where are the boys, where are your sons that w ere here in the spring, 
during the election? W ell, they've had to go to Alberta. They've gone out there to find work 
because they just couldn't find any work here in Manitoba. And, Mr. Speaker, that was not an 
uncom mon experience. As I was talking to my consti tuents - and the Me mber for Lakeside 
s m iles - my consti tuents in the Interlake area whi ch is very dear to his heart , and those 
people that are travelling back and forth to Manitoba now; some to the northern part of  
Alberta, in  the new developments there; some to the City  of Edmonton where they are 
working as landscapers or with a landscaper; and others to the southern area of Alberta where 
they are working on housing construction. 

The First Minister, from his seat the other day, he said, well, these people that have 
out-mi grated, these people that  have left Manitoba that makes Mani toba the only province to 
have a decline in population were socialists and somehow had gone out to seek another 
socialist haven. Well, Mr. Speaker, maybe they w ere NDP supporters but they enaed up in 
Alberta and I don't know of anyone who would interpret that Alberta is a socialist haven, 
although they do have in fact an a irline in Alberta and they're looking at investment in min ing 
industry as part of their heri tage fund moneys. 

Bu t, Mr. Speaker, what are the facts of the matters, and I think that all we can do on this 
side is just repeat the statistical facts because there is an old saying that i f  you throw mud a t  
the wall long enough some o f  i t  w ill sti ck. And, Mr. Speaker, what we want to do is 1ust keep 
outlining the facts to the honourable me mbers opposite and maybe they w ill understand what 
Manitobans understand and what Manitobans feel in their gu t. 

And, Mr. Speaker , let's look at the econom i c  review for 1979 , real econo mic growth. 
Manitoba's rate of economic growth was the lowest of any province in Canada at .8 percent. 
It was approxi mately one-third of the Canadian growth rate of 2.6 percent. 

In the area of personal income, personal income increased by less than the Canadian 
average in 1975.  

In  the area of investment, the percentage increase in total investment in Manitoba in 1979 
over 1 97 8  levels w ill be the lowest of  any province in Canada. Manitoba w ill also experience 
the lowest rate of increase for private and public investment. Investment in manufacturing is 
expected to increase by 33.5 percent , however, since i t  only amounts to 6.3 percent of total 
investment expendi tures, i t  is not significant. Furthermore, o ther provinces such as 
Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland , will experience much larger increases. 

In the area of housing s tarts. Housing construction declined by an esti mated 4 2. 2  percent 
in 1979 fro m 1978. This was the sharpest decline of any province and well above the 
Canadian average decline of 1 3.9 percent. 

In the area of e mployment, Mr. Speaker, Manitoba had the lowest increase of any 
province; and the me mbers opposite keep saying, well, there was an increase of so many 
thousand jobs, we increased so many thousand jobs, you're not b eing honest on the other side. 
But wha t happens when you look at the performance of every o ther province in Canada, Mr. 
Speaker? Manitoba had the lowest increase of any province in Canada. 

In the area of unem ployment, Mani toba experienced an average annual unem ploymen t rate 
of 5.5 percent. 

In the area of retail sales, retail sales are esti mated to increase by 9 .2  percent in 1979 
over 1 978. This was the lowest increase of  any province and is  well below the Canadian 
average of 1 2.5  percent. 

In the area of manufacturing shipments, Manitoba increased i ts value of manufacturing 
shipmen ts by 2 1 .1 percent in the first eleven months of 1979 over 1978. Although this is 
somewhat higher than the national rate of increase, Manitoba's share of Canadian 
manufacturing output is only 2.6 percent low er than the levels achieved in 1971 to 1977.  

In the area of farm cash receipts, farm cash receipts increased by 1 3 . 2  percent in the first 
el even months of 1 97 9  over 1978. This rate of increase is less than the national average and 
less than one-half of  last year's increase. 

In the area of population which is the one that's had much discussion here, but I would like 
to repeat it for the honourable me mbers none theless, Mr. Speaker. Mani toba is the only 
province in Canada w ith a declining population, the only province in Canada with a declining 
population. 

So, Mr. Speaker, what Manitobans are aware of from personal experiences, what 
Mani tobans feel in their gut, is confirmed by the statisti cs from Statisti cs Canada and no 
matter what kind of  interpretation the First Minister atte m pts to put on that, no  matter 
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what interpretation the Conservative Party attem pts to pu t  on those statisti cs ,  Mr . Speaker , 
the people of Manitoba are quite aware of the economic decline, of the economic stagnation 
that we are faced with in our province. 

Then, Mr. Speaker , then the Throne Speech moves on from that not q uite correct analysis 
of Manitoba's economic si tuation - and I think those w ords are suitable, Mr. Speaker, the "not 
quite correct" • • •  

M R. SPEAKER: The honourable member may fX'OCeed. 

M R. McBRYDE: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. What I was saying be fore the 
electrical fX'oblems were that we move fro m  the fX'e mise which misinterprets the economic 
si tuation in Manitoba then to a pre mise that somehow some thing m ore is going to be done in 
terms of s ervices to people in terms of s ocial services in the Province of Manitoba. Ana i t's 
s ort o f  like now i t's going to be a Christmasti me because perha[E there is going to be an 
election coming up. And so we have in the Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, a bunch of packages 
that are very fancily wrapped wi th beautiful ribbons on the packages and now this is the gift 
to Manitobans now that the economy has straightened i tself out, that the Conservative 
government is now going to present these gift to the people of Manitoba. 

But what happens, Mr. Speaker, when we open the gifts, when we untie the fancy blue 
ribbons and take off the wrapping paper, Mr. Speaker, there is no thing inside. The boxes are 
empty or the boxes were gifts that they gave us last year and now rewrapped them and gave 
the m back to us again. And that's all we're getting from this government, Mr. Speaker. Now 
that they h ave turned the economy around and things are going so w ell in the Province of 
Mani toba and now that we get these nice new fancy gifts we find that the package is empty. 

And, Mr. Speaker, the line in the Throne Speech Debate, when it was first read out, that i t  
really drove this point home was the one that: "To that end my government  is appointing the 
Manitoba Council on Aging, announced at the last session of the Legislature." 

Now, Mr. Speaker , isn't that nice? At this session of the Legislature, in the Throne Speech 
Debate, they are now going to appoint the adVisory committee that was announced in the last 
session's Throne Speech Debate. --{Interjection)-- Yes, it is an aging proposal, Mr. Speaker. 

And of course the next sentence there is, "At the present session you w ill be asked to 
approve the funding of the Advisory Council on the Status of Wo men." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would just like you to guess what's going to be in next year's Throne 
Speech. Does anybod y have any idea what's going to be in next year's Throne Speech? "To 
that end m y  government is appointing the Advisory Council on the Status of Wo men, 
announced at the last session of the Legislature." That w ill be, Mr. Speaker, my prediction 
for next session's Speech from the Throne. 

And the speech, Mr. Speaker, as many of m y  colleagues have po inted out, contains 
num erous announcements l ike the Seven Oaks Hospi tal, like o ther expansions that w ere in the 
works prior to 1977  that were co mmitted and that were fr o zen, a few that are now 
proceeding and a few that have been announced. 

Mr. Speaker, I used to get surprised by the federal government, w ay back in the days when 
I was a civil servant w orking w i th Treaty Indian people. There would be a big announce men t  
co me out from the federal government, " A  New Program for Indian H ousing Announced," and, 
Mr. Speaker, what i t  would be is the same program as the year before w i th ano ther $ 100 ,000 
added to the program and so i t  was announced as a brana new program. 

Mr. Speaker, I advised some of the Ministers here the o ther day from my seat that they've 
only used one of these announce ments three ti mes and, Mr. Speaker, they're enti tled to five 
ti mes. Every announcement seems to have gone through five ti mes; so they've still got two to• 
go on many of these projects that they've only managed to announce three ti mes instead of 
the full five ti mes. 

So, Mr. Speaker, what we have is these empty boxes with either last year's gifts or last 
fall's gifts or a com pletely empty  box wi th nothing inside i t .  We talked about education today 
and certainly that is the case w ith education; the Minister announces his huge increases in 
education, whi ch don't even quite keep up wi th the rate of inflation, where school boards are 
having to cut staff, not just because of declining enrollments, although that is part of  the 
problem ,  but because of the grant syste m and the way the Province of Mani toba is 
administering that grant syste m  and not giving the school boards, the local governments, what 
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they deserve. 
Mr. Speaker, I guess you could put it the other way, that some of those packages that are 

em pty, the wrapping paper was paid for by local taxpayers through o ther taxes. In order to 
buy the blue ribbon and the wrapping paper to pu t  around those empty boxes they had to 
transfer costs to local taxpayers, as opposed to the provincial taxation. And, Mr. Speaker, 
that is the shell ga me that we've talked about before in this Legislature and is the way that 
this government has operated.  

Mr. Speaker, the other thing that this government and this Premier is going to have to 
learn is that i t  is no t acceptable any longer; i t  is not acceptable in Mani toba; i t  is not 
acceptable in Canada to make promises to the electorate and then not carry out those 
pro mises. And, Mr. Speaker, we saw i t  at the federal election in May when prom ises w ere 
made; we saw it at the federal election on February 1 8  where people who did not carry out 
their promises w ere defeated. And, Mr. Speaker, that is the same thing that is going to 
happen to this government, this government that came to office promising more jobs in 
Manitoba. More jobs in Mani toba is one of the platforms that they offered to the people of  
Manitoba. And then they talked about the economic growth in  the Province of  Manitoba, 
ano ther pro mise  of this government. So when you come from the broad provincial 
announcements of policies and programs, they have not kept their promises. 

When you go to the regional com mi tm ents, the regional prom ises - and some of the m are 
the same - the regional promises for more jobs and more economic development in northern 
Mani toba, the pro mise was again broken. 

You can take that, Mr. Speaker, right to the local level and of course I would like to use 
the exam ple in m y  own consti tuency of The Pas. There is a road that is a shortcut to the 
ManFor site and rather than driving out No. 1 0  high way and then going back east again, the 
majority of workers at the ManFor site cut through a gravel road that goes through a Metis 
settlement in the LGD of Consol that's called the Um perville Se ttlement. And, Mr. Speaker, 
tha t  road is a real danger and a real hazard because there are a lot of people in that 
parti cular settlement that do not drive cars, and because of the heavy traffic on there and 
the dust that's created in the sum m erti me there's a real danger that somebody walking along 
the side of that road is going to get h it. 

And, Mr. Speaker, the Conservative candidate in The Pas at the last election ran an ad in 
the local newspaper, "Questions and Answers from your Conservative Candidate", and the 
q uestion was: "When will the Um perville Road be paved?" Conservative Candidate: "As soon 
as a Conservative Government is elected in Mani toba." Well, Mr. Speaker, that was in 
Nove mber of 1 9 7 7  and the road isn't even properly oiled now, Mr. Speaker, let alone been 
paved. So, Mr. Speaker, the whole broad range of promises and com mi tments that have been 
made by the Conservative Party and by the Conservative Government have not been carried 
out. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the main co mmi tments that was made in the north is that there would 
be consultation wi th northerners before policies would be brought m. At that ti me they didn't 
talk about before policies were cut out, Mr. Speaker, because they told the people of northern 
Manitoba that there would be very little change, that existing programs would continue under 
a Conservative Government. Bu t, Mr. Speaker, there were a large number of programs that 
w ere cut out. But that was one of the com mi tments that the Conservative Party made to the 
people of Manitoba and another one of the promises that have been broken by this party once 
it ca me to office.  

Mr. Speaker, that kind of  behaviour is  just no longer acceptable to the electorate of 
Canada, to the electorate of Mani toba and especially to the electorate o f  northern Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker , w e've seen the exa m ple now of the lack of any consultation when programs 
w ere cut; we've seen the exam ple now of no consultation when programs w ere changed. 

Mr. Speaker, i f  you want to get the concrete down-to-earth individual exa mple of that in 
northern Mani toba, try and talk to people in northern Mani toba who have tried to ge t hold of 
the MLA for Thom(Eon, the Minister of Labour. Mr. Speaker, there's all kinds of interesting 
stories about trying to ge t hold of their representative and not being able to do that. And, 
Mr. Speaker, that was not to get hold of the m  to make recommendations or discuss what's 
going to happen; that was to find out exactly what was happening. The same member whose 
part of his election campaign said, "There w ill be full consultation with northerners before 
any changes are made." 

"There when you need h i m", I think wa<> the slogan that he used. --{Interjection)-- And, Mr. 
Speaker, he might be there when you need hi m but you can't find him ,  Mr. Speaker , he's a very 
good hider. 

- 313  -



Tuesday, March 4 ,  1 9 8 0  

M r .  Speaker, P m  glad that the Minister o f  Resources i s  still i n  his seat to hear my 
com ments beca1.5e the best exam ple - no,  that's probably not even the best exam ple but  the 
most recent exa mple - the most recent exa m ple of people having policies inflicted upon the m  
b y  the Conservative Government o f  Manitoba was the Minister's announce ment i n  regard to 
fishing regulations. And, Mr. Speaker, on Oc tober 9th ,  1 97 9, the Minister of Mines and 
Natural Resources and Environment sent out the following letter to fishermen: 

"Dear Fishermen: The new Manitoba Government policy on commercial fisheries will be in 
effect , commencing June lst , 1 980." 

Mr. Speaker, I want you to listen to that sentence again because of what the Minister has 
said in this House; what the Minister has said to the fishermen; what the Minister has said to 
the media. The first sentence in his letter , "Dear F ishermen: A new Manitoba Government 
policy on com m ercial fisheries w ill be in effect, com m encing June lst , 1980." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, does that i mply: Fishermen, we want you to give us adVice on our new 
poli cy? Fisherm en, we have this idea that we got from one fisherman or one civil servant,  or 
maybe three people in the irovince of Manitoba. I know that you com mercial fishermen 
didn't ask for i t ,  but we have this idea in keeping wi th our theory of privatization, in keeping 
with our theory that people w ith money should be able to get into the fisheries and make a 
profit  ou t  of the fisheries. 

In the sentence again, Mr. Speaker, "A new Manitoba Government policy on commercial 
fisheries will be in effect, com mencing June lst , 1 980." And then the letter outlines "The 
general principl es  of the policy of this are • . .  " 

The key element, Mr. Speaker, in the n ew policy is under Section 2, "Developing and 
putting into effect a syste m of the fisheries resource distribution through the long-term 
lease. This lease will ensure access to the fishery resource for 2 0-year periods." That's 2 . 1 .  

"2. 2  This lease w ill allow the holder to sell i t  or assi gn  i t  to ano ther individual i f  he so 
chooses; 

"2. 3  This lease w ill be cancelled i f  the holder does not fish or does not comply with 
condi tions of this licence." 

Mr. Speaker, what the sections 2 .1  and 2 . 2  meant to the fishermen, the fishermen's 
interpretation of that and the the interpretation that the Minister . • .  I don't think even the 
Minister now, even though he's run into such problems with this policy, w ill deny it w ill in fact 
lead to decreasing the number of fishermen and increasing the nu mber of licences that one 
particular fisher man or outside business person can ho ld. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is a step backwards. It is going back to what existed in the old 
days, when a fish-buyer would in fact provide the nets, provide the boats and send fishermen 
out to fish for him ,  pay the m an hourly wage and he would reap the profi ts from that. Mr. 
Speaker, that would be the direction backwards in which this proposed regulation is moving. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, wi thout debating the details of what's going to happen wi th that 
regulation, I want to talk about the i mplementation of that regulation and the dog-headed 
stubborn atti tude of this govern ment in terms of im posing tha t regulation, the doctrina ire 
atti tude in terms of i mposing that regulataion on the fishermen. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleague, the Me mber for St. George said some thing to the press when 
that came out, and I believe my colleague, the Me mber for Rupertsland, said something when 
that came out. Mr. Speaker, I Oid not make an i m mediate response to that  letter to the 
fishermen, which one of the fishermen sent to me, which I didn't get from the Minister's 
office but whi ch one of the fishermen sent to me because I wasn't sure, Mr. Speaker, what 
fishermen's response would be to that i:roposal. I was concerned because when I read that, i t  
meant to m e  that some fishermen would end u p  selling their licences, especially i f  they 
couldn't get the money to get the nets, boats and equipment they needed the mselves. And, 
Mr. Speaker, that is ano ther proble m because there has been reductions in the special ARD A  
Program that does give assistance to fishermen to get into the fisheries, t o  get the equipment 
they need to do a proper job. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the fishermen themselves began to get very concerned about these new 
proposals, and we saw it; the first meeting I believe was held in South Indian Lake,  where the 
total com munity rejected the new proposals pu t forward by the Minister. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Me mber for St. George and I happened to be in the vicinity of 
Fairford and we heard the fishermen's meeting was on then, and I thought it was the official 
departmental meetings to explain the new regulations that w ere going to be i m posed on June 
lst, although the date didn't seem to quite fi t but the fishermen said that there's a meeting 
here tonight on the fishing. So the Me mber for St. George and I went to the meeting. We sat 
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there and we looked around for the departmental officials , and I said, "Where are the 
officials?" And one of the fishermen said, "Well, this is just a fishermen's meeting. The 
officials don't come for another three weeks; this is just a fishermen's meeting and we want to 
talk about the new regulations." 

And then, Mr . Speaker, they started giving the Me mber for St . George and I heck. They 
said, "What are you trying to do, shoving this new policy down our throats ? What are you, our 
elected representatives doing, making us fishermen have to have this new policy?" And the 
Me mber for St. George and I had to do some quick talking, Mr. Speaker. W e  had to do some 
quick talking to let  the fishermen know that the person shoving these new regulations down 
their throats is the Minister of Resources and not the Me mber for St. George and I. Mr. 
Speaker, we went there as innocent bystanders at this meeting and started to get the concern 
of the fishermen thrown at us because of that particular new policy , by the fishermen. 

But, Mr. Speaker, somewhere, somehow, somebody got through to the Minister. So mebody 
le t hi m know: Look, look Brian, our Conservative candidates in the Interlake and up north are 
in bad trouble. We're in trouble in Selkirk Interlake; we're in trouble in Dauphin; we're in 
trouble in Churchill and your policy that you're forcing on the fishermen is one of the 
problems that we got to face as Conservative candidates. Le t alone, w e  got enough problems 
w i th Clark's budge t ,  but no, the province has to i m pose these regulations on the fishermen 
that they don't want. 

So,  somebody got through to the Minister and he issued a press release. "Natural 
Resources Minister, Brian Ransom ,  has announced that i m plementation of com m ercial fishing 
policy changes that were proposed to take effect on June lst of this year has been suspended, 
and that there be som e  relaxation of the current licensing freeze." 

Mr. Speaker, that's the announce ment he made. Then he went on to talk about his 
consultation w i th the fishermen and, Mr. Speaker, I went to a fishermen's meeting and I took 
this press release and I read i t  out to the fishermen. I read the whole press release out to the 
fishermen abou t the Minister's consultation wi th the fishermen, and then I asked the 
fishermen, I said, "Would all those who were consulted about this new policy, who in fact i t  
was discussed wi th before this letter im posed i t  upon us on October 9 th, would all those who 
discussed this new policy with the Minis ter raise their hands? W ell, co me on you guys, raise 
your hands. You mean there's nobody at this meeting, not a single soul that was involved wi th 
the Minister before October 9 th ,  1 9 7 9  in terms of this new policy." 

Then, Mr. Speaker, I should have known better but then I asked the fishermen, "How many 
of you want, wanted or asked for this change? How many of you want, wanted or asked for 
this change?" And, Mr. Speaker, I again couldn't find a single fisherman,  not a s ingle 
fisherman that would admit  i t; and I think they woulan't admit it because they didn't ask for 
or didn't want this exchange. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we had to speculate, those of us on this side of the H ouse. I mean, 
where did the Minister get this fro m and why was he so determined to force it upon the 
fishermen when everywhere they seemed to be rejecting i t? And one of m y  theories, I guess, 
that came fro m some of the fishermen in my consti tuencies on the west side of Lake 
Winnipeg and fro m  the consti tuency of the H onourable Me mber for St . George was that, well, 
there are a few of the big fishermen at Gimli who want to get these regulations changed; so 
mayb e, you know, they talked to the Minis ter of Education and he went and talked to the 
Minister of Resources. 

But then, Mr. Speaker, I read in the paper about the Gi mli meetings, when they went to 
the Gimli meetings and presented these proposals to the fishermen at Gi mli. And, Mr. 
Speaker, the fishermen at Gi mli unanimously rejected these proposed regulations. So, Mr. 
Speaker, that  leaves m yself and me mbers on this side in the dark. Where did the Minister find 
this from? Where did he ever dig out this particular proposal in terms of the fishing 
regulations? And, Mr. Speaker, we still don't know 'til this da te; we still don't know 'til this 
date. 

Bu t we do have a problem as representatives, as elected representatives for large numbers 
of com m ercial fishermen in the Province of Manitoba. It is that fisherman are phoning us up, 
phoning us up this past week and the week before, saying, "What exactly is happening; what's 
going on? Can you explain what the Minister is going to do?" And we have to say, "Sorry , we 
don't know what the Minister is  going to  do. We asked the Minister questions in the House; he 
won't answ er. He won't tell us what is going to happen wi th those new regula tions. We don't 
know if he is going to change them or if he is just going to implement the m  again after the 
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sum mer season is over, or i f  he is going t o  implement the m  before the winter season or the 
next spring season. We don't know what he is going to do wi th these regulations that , so far 
as we can tell, are unwanted by the fishermen of Manitoba." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if the Minister is clearly of the opinion that he pretends to be, that the 
fisher men have not rejected these regulations, i f  he s till believes the fisher men have not 
rejected these regulations, then there is a si m ple way for him to find out. Ana I would 
recommend to the Minister, that i f  still doesn't believe the fishermen have rejected these • •  

• And, Mr. Speaker, I can only assume they have because I have not found a single fisherman, 
a single fisherman, who accepts Number 2( 1 )  and 2( 2) of  the fishermens proposal. 

Mr. Speaker, I called the Chief, Ji m Tobacco, at Moose Lake, the o ther day , and I said, 
"Well, the Minister is saying in the House that you guys Clian't totally reject these." He said, 
"We rejected that proposal of the Minister; we rejected that proposal of the Minister. We still 
want to talk about what could be <lone to i mprove our fisheries and we made a proposal to the 
Minister what could be done to i m prove our fisheries, but this section that will allow licence 
holders to sell their licence, w e  have rejected that." 

My colleague, the Me mber for St. George, Clid find a fisherman. One fisherman from 
Gi mli phoned hi m and said he disagreed w ith what we were saying on this siae of the House 
and tha t he thought the new regulations should go ahead. So, Mr. Speaker, that's one out of  
8 00-and-some com mercial fishermen in the Province of  Manitoba. There was one that said 
tha t he agreed wi th those new regulations. 

So, Mr. Speaker , we still <lo not know what to tell our consti tuents when they ask us what's 
happening wi th thes e  regulations. We have an answ er when they say, "Well, what shoula we 
do about these regulations? What  can we do to make sure these regulations aren't i mposed?" 
My colleagues and I have an answ er for them .  We can say , well, the next provincial election 
there is a way to ensure that these new regulations won't be ram med aown your throat. In 
fact , wi th the federal election coming up on February 18 ,  you could probably make your views 
known then. 

And, Mr. Speaker, the fishermen did make their views known on February 1 8 .  They did 
make their views known, Mr. Speaker. In one corn munity in my consti tuency , which is almost 
totally dependent upon the fishing industry, Mr .  Speaker, the Marxist-Leninist Party got more 
votes than the Conservative Party in the federal election cam pai gn. The Marxist-Lenin ist got 
three votes and the Conservatives got two votes in the com munity of Easterville. 

Mr. Speaker, what I'm proua of is that the New Democratic Party candidate got 1 85 votes 
in that particular com munity, which shows the wisdo m of the fishermen and the w isdom of  
the voters in  those particular consti tuencies ana whi ch, Mr. Speaker, should demonstrate to 
this government that the people of  Manitoba are s marter than the Conservative government 
will give them credit for, and especially s m arter than the First Minister will give them credi t 
for, Mr. Speaker. He thinks that he can break promises; he thinks he can tell the m  that the 
economy is in good shape in Manitoba when everybody knows different , Mr. Speaker; and he 
thinks he can i mpose fishing regulations on the fishermen that are not wanted by the 
fishermen of Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, I realize my ti me is limited but this fishing q uestion becomes so cri tical 
because wha t has happened under the Conservative govern ment in northern Mani toba is that 
i t's the only economic development, the only e m ployment opportunity, the only resource 
development that people have left. It's all they have left, Mr. Speaker. These people across 
there, in their wisdo m, h ave taken away economic programs in northern Manitoba, have taken 
away em ployment creation programs in northern Manitoba; even programs that were cost 
shared and 6 0  percent of the money came from the federal government have been moved out 
of northern Manitoba, taken away, Mr. Speaker, to save a few cents for this government , at 
the same ti me costing them more money because the welfare has gone up in northern 
Manitoba, because people receiving medical care has gone up in northern Manitoba, because 
court costs and people having to go to jail has gone up in northern Manitoba, because of the 
policy of this government. 

Mr. Speaker, that is the situation we are up against. It is the fact that we have broken 
promises, the declining economy , and the lack of e m ployment in economic development in our 
province, and this government is going to have to answer for that at the n ext election. They 
are the government , they are responsible, and the voters of Mani toba will speak to the m as 
soon as they screw up their courage and call the next provincial election. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Member for Dauphin. 
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M R. JIM GA LBRAITH: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr . Speaker, before I ge t into the Throne Speech Debate, may I first take this opportunity 

to congratulate you on your resum ption of posi tion in your hi gh office. May you continue to 
ge t the support of all the members of this H ouse, and I realize that you do have a difficult 
ti m e  and job directing proceedings in this House. The Question Period tooay was a good 
exa m ple of that. 

I would also like to congratulate the three new members of this H ouse: my colleague, the 
Me mber for River Heights, who so very ably moved the speech from the Throne, the Me mber 
for Ross mere, and the Me mber for Fort Rouge. The lady is not here today but I would just 
l ike to rem ind her that she should be careful that she doesn't fall off the fence to the left. 
So me of her com ments in this H ouse and some of her actions already make me think that she 
has already left the ranks of that once great Liberal Party . 

Mr . Speaker , I would like to congratulate m y  three colleagues on this side of the H ouse 
who have been appointed to the provincial Cabinet. I feel they are very w orthy gentlemen 
and will make a great contribution to this province and to this government. 

I would also like to congratulate the Me mber for Virden on his appointment as Deputy 
Chairman of Committees. 

Mr. Speaker, at this ti me, I would like to recognize the Leader of our Official Opposition 
on his election as official leader of his party . May he have a long long rei gn as Opposi tion 
Leader in this province. I also wonder i f  he doesn't feel a little bit lost this ti me around, as 
the people of the Dauphin federal riding happen to have elected his executive assistant as 
their federal MP to Ottawa. He really shouldn't , though. Re member last spring? The 
Opposition Leader voted against having an executive assistant. It's a funny thing, though. 
Shortly after we passed that legislation, he w as  very quick to have his hand out to the 
Pre mier of this province asking hi m for his executive assistant. I wonder • . .  

M R. SPEAKER: Order, order please. 
The Honourable Leader of the Opposi tion on a point of order. 

M R. PAW LEY: On a matter of privilege, I • • •  

M R. SPEAK ER: On a point of privilege. 

M R. PAW LEY: As I understand, the honourable member indicates that I asked the 
Prem i er for an executive assistant? 

A M EM BER: No, you begged • • .  

MR. PAW LEY: That I begged the Pre mier for an executive assistant? I would like 
the honourable member to document; I say to the honourable me mber at no ti me did I request 
the Premier of the Province of Manitoba for the services of an executive assistant. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Dauphin. 

MR. GALBRAITH: Mr. Speaker , I wonder if we will have the same treatment this side 
around in the House. 

M R. SPE AK ER: Order please. The Honourable Leader of the Opposition has pointed 
out to the Honourable Me mber for Dauphin tha t he did not ask for an executive assistant. I 
would hope that the H onourable Me mber for Dauphin accepts that as the statement from the 
Honourable Leader of the Opposi tion. 

The H onourable Me mber for Lakeside. 

HO N. HARRY J. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, on the point of order. If, Mr. Speaker, I were 
to provide you wi th the letter si gned by the Leader of the Opposi tion requesting the party 
involved and named, along w i th the car that was accorded to him with respect to the 
legislation passed in this House, I think that that is perhaps not entirely , you know, perhai;l> 
out of order on the part of the Me mber for Dauphin indicating that the Leader of the 
Opposi tion did indeed request of the government , through the Premier's office, for the 
accredi tation of an executive assistant, and a car. 
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M R. SPE AKER: The H onourable Leader of the Opposition on the point  of  i;rivilege. 

M R. PAWLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and I don't want to overextend this, but the 
Honourable Me mber for Dauphin clearly suggested that I had begged for the services of an 
executive assistant. He indicated that I had made such a request. Mr. Speaker, money was 
voted in the Le gislature last June for the i;rovision of an executive assistant for the Leader of 
the Opposi tion, certainly in answ er to the Minister of Public Works and he knows full well. 
Subsequent to that vote, a request was made at that ti me relating to the i;rovisions of the 
legislation, that in fact , that legislation be com plied wi th wi th the provision of an executive 
assistant. Bu t it is wrong, in fact and in truth,  for the Me mber for Dauphin to suggest that 
the Leader of the Opposition begged for an executive assistant. It is untrue and I ask the 
Honourable Me mber for Dauphin to w ithdraw that statement. 

M R. SPEAK ER: I have listened carefully to the point of privilege raised by the 
Honourable Leader of the Opposition. I will peruse H ansard to see if the words that are 
supposedly being used w ere in fact used and I will report to the House as soon as I ge t  that 
transcript. 

The H on ourable Me mber for Dauphin. 

MR. GA LB RAITH: Mr. Speaker, i f  I did use the word "begged", I will withdraw that 
w ord. 

Mr. Speaker , we have some proposed a mendments to our pay increases being proposea by 
Mr. Justice H all and I wonder if these wage increases for Cabinet Ministers, the Premier ,  
MLAs, and Opposition Leader, will receive the same kind of  treatment from members 
opposi te. 

Mr. Speaker, we had a very interesting federal election in Dauphin, a federal NDP 
candidate. --{Interjection)-- That's ri ght. The Me mber for Inkster says it was very 
interesting. It was very interesting. It seems the NDP candidate seemed to be all mixed up 
in his policies. 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Me mber for Logan. 

M R .  W ILLIAM JENKINS: Rising on that point of order, the honourable member is now 
inti mating that the same procedure • • •  He inti mated that my Leader had begged for an 
executive assistant and now he's intimating that me mbers on this side are going to be begging 
for an increase; and I think the member should • . .  

M R. SPEAK ER: Order please. Order please. 
Me mber for Logan that he is misinterpreting the words 
Me mber for Dauphin, and he has no point o f  order. 

The H onourable Me mber for Dauphin. 

May I suggest to the Honourable 
that were u ttered by the Honourable 

M R. JENKINS: Mr. Speaker, on the same point of order. 

M R. SPE AKER: Order please. To the H onourable Me mber for Logan, I have ruled that 
there was no point of order. 

MR. JENKINS: Mr. Speaker, in all due deference I m ust challenge your ruling. 

M R. SPE AK ER: Shall the ruling of the Chair be sustained? All those in favour, please say 
"aye"; those opposed please say "nay". 

In m y  opinion, the "ayes" have it.  
The H onourable Me mber for Dauphin. 

MR. GALBRAIT H: Mr. Speaker, we seem to be getting off to a crusty start here. I m ust 
be getting to the m early . 

Mr. Speaker, I was talking about our federal election campaign in Dauphin and i t  seemed 
to me there w ere some interesting concerns about that election. Our NDP candidate seemea 
to be worried about unemployment; increased welfare benefi ts - hearsay I m ust say - better 
roaas ,  especially to native and Metis settlements; his form er em ployment bill - whatever that 
means - grain movement and fuel prices. 
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Let's first deal with unemployment or employment, the same di fference. The NDP federal 
candidate seemed to be concerned abou t the shortage o f  work in Mani toba. He failed to 
realize that in the last two years over 2 4,000  more people are working in Manitoba than there 
w ere when our government took office. Yes, under our govern ment jobs w ere being created 
at the rate of about 12 ,000  per year, co mpared to 4 ,000  the last three years of NDP 
adm inistration in this province. 

The beauty of this employment record is that these jobs under our administration were all 
created under the productive private sector, not in the costly public services under the NDP 
administration. 

Another of our federal NDP candidate's concerns in Manitoba was increased welfare 
benefi ts , hearsay I must say , al though I believe them to be true. Imagine a man o f  his high 
moral standards leading our lower inco me people in Manitoba along the garden path,  
encouraging them to believe that they would be getting increased welfare benefi ts if  he was 
elected to office. 

Another of h is concerns in the Dauphin federal area was better roads, especially to some 
of our settlements in outlying areas. Has he forgotten tha t his provincial counterparts w ere 
in office for eight years and that they didn't really h ave a policy on building roads anywhere 
in the province? That was one area that was nearly com pletely neglected. 

His full employment bill. I'd l ike someone to explain to me how he can have a full 
em ployment  bill in a free society like we have in Canada. The ND P, at  least Mr. Lewycky , 
must have intentions of setting up a dictatorship in this country so they can herd people to 
the jobs, just like leading cattle to the slaughter. This policy of  his sure contradicts his 
increased welfare benefi ts. Under his system,  there wouldn't be much need for welfare. 

Ano ther of his concerns was grain movement. He promised to move m ore grain for 
Canadian farmers. He w ill have a hard ti me even coming close to the concentrated attack 
that was being put forward by the Joe Clark government and Don Mazankowski and th e  rest 
of that great tea m. They made more progress in nine months, or six months, than any 
government has made · in history towards i m proving our grain transporta tion and our 
transportation, in general, in this country. 

Fuel prices. Mr. Lewycky makes a very good atte mpt at leading the people of the Dauphin 
federal constituency down the garden path that  Pe troCan is going to solve all our energy 
problems. He did; he convinced about 4 5  percent of  the people that the NDP and PetroCan 
w ill cure all our fuel and energy proble ms. An 1 8-<!ent election. 

I predict that w ithin a couple of years the last federal government under the leadership of 
Joe Clark will start to look very good when it comes to our energy problems. It will be 
interesting to see how our federal M.P. ,  our new federal M.P. w ill come through with all his 
promises. Let us reme mber that the NDP federally is only a "rump" party . 

Mr. Speaker , I predi ct that the policies of the NDPs and the Liberals are going to be in 
total disarray wi thin a couple of years. The defeated policies of the Joe Clark govern ment • •  

A MEM BER: What policies? They didn't have any. 

M R. GA LB RAITH: Or non-policies I should have said , as the Member for Pembina 
says. The defeated policies of the Joe Clark government will very soon appear to be very 
responsible and sensible to the people of Canada. The present slide of the general public 
towards the Socialists will very soon take an abrupt turn and once again we'll be looking for a 
strong responsible government , such as we are getting in the Province of Manitoba at the 
present ti me. 

Mr. Speaker , as an interested observer of the federal election, I noticed some peculiar 
thing3 that took place. The NDP talkea ana talked about Pe troCan. Mr. Speaker, aia you 
know that the federal NDP candidate went to the multinational oil companies to get his T. V. 
advertise ments made up for the election cam pai gn? He's even reportea to me that he even 
takes his car to a multinational to have i t  servicea. Why doesn't he purchase his gasoline ana 
have his car serviced a t  the Pe troCan station in Dauphin ? No, no, he supports the 
multinationals. 

Mr . Speaker, I really find i t  a musing that the NDP will not put their money where their 
mou th is. 

I see socialists in Dauphin buying groceries at multinationals. How come they don't 
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support their local grocer? 
During the federal election campaign we had an official opening o f  the Dauphin 

Consum ers' Co-Op Hom e  Centre in Dauphin. I was invi ted to take part at those official 
opening ceremonies. 

Mr. Speaker, before I go any farther with this I just want to assure the H ouse that I am a 
me mber of the Dauphin Consum ers' Co-Op. 

Anywa,y I found it very a musing. Bu t  at the opening one of the Board of Directors, whom 
I personally know as a confirmed supporter of  the Socialist Party in this country, made a 
statement to the crowd in attendance and I quote: 
"When you buy at Co-Op you are supporting a 100 percent Canadian business. You are not 
supporting the multinationals." 

Mr. Speaker, I find that state ment very a musing. When I walked into that new store and 
browsed around, I looked at the products and the goodS in that s tore that w ere for sale and, to 
my amusement, a good percentage of  those i tems in that store were made and manufactured 
by m ultinationals. What a m isleading statement co ming from the socialists. 

Mr. Speaker, before I leave the federal election scene I would like to make a few 
com ments about our proposed new fishing policy in Manitoba. The o ther day in Quest10n 
Period the Me mber for The Pas made a com ment about "The new fishing regulations are once 
again being ram med down the throa ts of Manitoba's com m ercial fishermen." Mr. Speaker, 
what a blatant scare tacti c. This kind of q uestioning in the C hamber by the Me mber for The 
Pas makes me wonder just what was going on at the meetings called by the provincial 
Fisheries people, who were trying to explain the new iroposed changes in the fishing policy. I 
know in one case where the Dauphin NDP had a meeting scheduled in the sam e  hall a half 
hour after the start of a irovincial Fisheries meeting with the fishermen. I just wonder what 
the provincial me mber from Ste. Rose was doing at that meeting. What kind of' rumours was 
he sireading a t  that meeting? 

Well, Mr. Speaker, we had eight years of NDP policy shoved down our throats .  

M R. SPEAK ER: Order please. The Honourable Me mber for Ste. Rose. 

M R. ADAM: Yes, on a point  of (X'ivilege. The Me mber for Dauphin is saying that I 
a ttended a parti cular meeting half an hour after a fisherm en's meeting. I would like hi m to 
clari fy that. I don't recall what meeting. I would like h im to indicate what meeting I 
attended to. He indi cated that I was a t  a meeting and spreading fa:L<>e rumours. I would like 
hi m to indicate what meeting • • •  

M R. SPEAK ER: Order. Order please, order please. The honourable me mber did not 
have a point of privilege. I think he has difficulty listening. 

The H onourable Me mber for Dauphin. 

M R. GALB RAITH: Mr. Speaker, as I just said, we had eight years of NDP policies shoved 
down our throa ts. Things like government interference and takeover of private business and 
farms; increased personal inco me tax; small business corporate income taxes; higher corporate 
taxes; min eral acreage taxes; min eral royalties; succession duties and gift taxes; tripled 
government spending. And we had our hydro rates more than doubled during the NDP reign in 
Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, we now have a government in Manitoba that is willing to listen and work with 
the people of Mani toba for the betterment of Mani toba. Pray God that i t  stays that way. 

Mr. Speaker, when the Leader of the Opposition was co mmenting on the Speech from the 
Throne - Mr. Doo m and Gloo m ,  I think we should be calling him - he was terribly upse t abou t 
unemployment and employment in Manitoba. It seems to me that he is just as mixed up as his 
federal counterpart from Dauphin. More people are now working in this province than ever 
before and he knows that unemployment is down in this province, and we are maintaining our 
posi tion as the third lowest rate o f  unem ployment in this country . 

He also seems to be very worried about people leaving this province. The records show 
that there are not m ore people leaving this province than there were before; it's just that  
there are not as many people moving into Manitoba. 

Mr. Doo m and Gloo m and his colleagues should realize two poin ts. We have a boom 
situation in the western provinces of Canada and people are free to move as they so desire in 
Canada, at least they always have been. Does the Leader of the Opposi tion and his colleagues 
intend to build a kind of fence around Manitoba, to keep Manitobans in Manitoba? 
--{Interjection)-- Well, that's what I'm asking. --{Interjection)-- A socialist wall. 
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Mr.  Speaker, Mr. Doom and Gloom and his colleagues continually harp about health care 
in Manitoba. Let's talk about cutbacks, yet every year more and more money is spent in this 
province on health care. New programs are being continually introduced, s uch as our present 
program ,  a new program to provide i m proved capacity to protec t high risk, newborn infants. 
A n ew and short dental service to provide the special treatment needed by children suffering 
from cleft palate and lip disorders. Many of these o ther programs are being expanded , such 
as a self-care dialysis program. 

He talks about cutbacks, and yet as a Progressive Conservative government that is  
funding a new 7 5-bed hospital, plus a new 1 0 4'-bed personal care home in his  home town of 
Selkirk, where was he for eight years? 

In Dauphin, the NOP like to blow about what they have done for Dauphin. Mr. Speaker, I 
can assure you one thing, they talk about health care, but what do they do? They build 
monuments to the mselves, Mr. Speaker, yes they build monuments, offi ce buildings come 
before hospi tals. Mr. Speaker, I would like to assure the good people of Dauphin tha t health 
care does come first w ith this government. We haven't got our priori ties mixed up as the 
previous government had. The Minister of Health announced last Thursday , he assures the 
people that this government hasn't got i ts  priorities mixed up. Health care comes first in 
Manitoba. 

In Dauphin, the replacement of  the older portion of the Dauphin General H ospi ta1 and the 
renovation of the new er section and a new diagnostic unit makes this a certainty. 

We hear lots of talk about personal care homes from Mr. Doom and Gloom and his 
colleagues. He w orries about the per die m payments of our personal care ho mes increasing. 
rd like to inform h i m  and his other me mbers of caucus that the per die m rate is not 
increasing as fast as the residents' real income. Does the Leader of the Opposi tion want 
increased estates left to the children of pa tients in our personal care homes? rve always 
been under the i m pression that the NDP Party didn't believe in estates, or is this just ano ther 
contradictory statement that we're hearing from across the way? 

The N. D. Party say there isn't any room for profi ts in the health care syste m .  I'd l ike 
the m  to tell that to the doctors, the nurses and the maintenance staff working at all our 
health care uni ts  in this province. Where are we going to get all the workers i f  there's nobody 
allowed to make a dollar looking after people? -{Interjection)- The Me mber for St. Boniface 
says that fees are not a profit .  When somebody does some thing , he does i t  to make a l iving a t  
i t  and i f  that isn't a profi t, I wonder what i t  is. 

Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the NDP really believe in those posters that we see stuck all 
over fences and buildings in the City of Winnipeg, "Make the rich pay." If so, I wonder where 
the money w ill come from after all the rich people are gone. W ill they be satisfied after they 
have destroyed all our personal ini tiatives, or do they really believe that money grows on 
trees? 

I say to the people in the Province of Manitoba, remember their slogan, two-and-a-half 
ti mes one. I al<;o say to our socialist capi talist friendS, when w ill you put your money where 
your mouth is? You socialists with your big homes, your big farms, e tc. Take in a welfare 
family and share your wealth wi th them ,  i f  you really believe in two-and-a-half ti mes one. 

Mr. Speaker, I have another thought. Who is our worst enemy? Big business, l ike the 
multinationals, big labour or big government. The answ er as far as I am concerned , is bi g  
government. Bi g labour and b ig business can both be controlled b y  government, b ut there is 
nobody to control government  but government i tself . 

The NDP would like to have the people in Manitoba and Canada believe that PetroCan 
can solve all the ir energy proble ms. This is ridi culous. Pe troCan will mean no thing but more 
government control. They will most certainly h ave higher prices, shortages, rationing and a 
black market ,  i f  we follow their line of thinking. 

Mr. Speaker, i f  we have one oil company or one energy company with complete control 
over our energy requiremen ts, where w ill the socialists turn next ? Will we have state farms, 
state stores for food and clothing, state farm machinery co mpanies, state cars? W here is this 
going to stop, Mr. Speaker,  just where are we going to stop? 

Mr. Speaker , we have heard different speakers from the opposition benches conde mning 
this government for a block funding system for the City of Winnipeg. The City of Winni peg 
elect their aldermen, just the same as we in this H ouse are elected. --{Interjection)
Councillors, as the Me mber for Fort Rouge says. I'd l ike to ask me mbers of the o ther side of 
the House whether they figure that our councillors elected to the C i ty of Winnipeg are not 
capable of making decisions for the city , or the NDP really believe that they are the only 
people being capable of making decisions for the people in this province. 
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We hear nothing b ut talk o f  doom and gloom fro m  our socialist fr iends across the w ay 
abou t businesses closing. Well, I'd just like to say that in Dauphin, we have a $6 million 
shopping centre that has just opened late last sum mer, and I have to say that nearly all the 
space for rent in tha t building has now been taken up wi th new businesses. 

Before I close, Mr. Speaker, I would just like to read a l ittle article from the Earl 
Nightingale progra m ,  Our Changing World. It is ti tled, "It Looks So Easy." There is a story 
that goes: "What would happen if the com munists took over the Sahara Desert?" The answer 
is no thing, but in 50 years, there wouldn't be any m ore sand. If there's one thing that drives a 
socialist out of his mind is the fact that under social ism,  n othing operates as well or as 
profi tably and consum er  oriented as under capi talism , and he can't figure out why . The 
answer isn't all that difficult to find. 

To socialists, s uccess in business appears to be not particularly difficult. You see all 
those big profi table com panies growing year after year and after awhile they come to believe 
that that kind of s uccess is an auto mati c  thing, and i t  doesn't matter who's in charge of 
business, that i t  w ill just go on operating at a profi t  and growing forever into the future. 
What they lose sight of, if indeed they ever realize it, is that success in business, l ike success 
in any thing is not a com mon thing. It is a rare and unco m mon occurrence and it takes special 
people w ith special ideas and talents and dreams to bring i t  about and keep i t  going. It 
doesn't take long to establish the fact that socialized industries tend to produce infer10r 
products at higher prices by dissatisfied workers. 

In an arti cle for the Washington Star syndicate, William F. Bu ckley Jr. tells about the ti me 
a guide took him and his son around Copenhagen a few years ago. As he showed them around, 
the guide rattled on about the accom plishments o f  his re markable little state , and arriving at 
the (X'ioration, said rather breathlessly, "Here we have a 9 9  percent tax on the highest 
brackets of inco me. He beamed wi th pleasure , as if no one could now deny that Den mark had 
achieved the high water mark of western civilization. Buckley remarked that Br i tain was not 
far behind, and he said pa tronizingly that , yes, Bri ta in ,  wi th i ts 85 percent tax was doing 
pretty well. Bu t, of course, Bri tain is not doing very well, and i t  isn't only the ravages of a 
tax rate so preposterously hi gh as to encourage economics stupidity. It is an i m plici t manaate 
behind such photophobic tax rates. The rate of 85 percent, Buckley continued, against the 
most productive members of society , qui te apart fro m wha t it does to discourage savings, 
investment and an intelligent allocations of resources, (a) abrogates any possible theory of 
equal rights under the law, (we are not all Englishmen, we are in an involuntary way , servants 
and masters); (b) sti mulates a sense of b i tterness by a victi mized class; (c) robs Britains of the 
m orale that makes partnership of endeavour an act of spontaneity, (a genius of Swi tzerland); 
(d) encourages outright to find some parlia mentary a uthority that is undermining political 
democracy; and (e) causes a few sensi tive odd and i m portant Bri tish to feel that their only 
defence is to take residence outside Britain. 

Social is m  takes all the exci tement and fun out of accomplishment by reducing everyone to 
a s m all maintenance income,  i t  rem oves the carrot from the sti ck. There's no way to keep 
score anymore, i t  takes human creatures into plodding auto matons, tools of the state, and all 
the spark, zest and exci tement go ou t of l iving. When bureaucrats and theorizing 
intellectuals take over the business of a thriving, capi talistic society, the light goes out at the 
end of the tunnel. There is sim ply no way it can w ork. Success is a rare and uncommon thing." 

Mr. Speaker, I will be supporting the Throne Speech. It continues to look after Manitoba's 
best interests by putting forth a progra m of measures to sti mulate and encourage stable, 
long-term ,  economic growth in Manitoba by developing Manitoba's hydro-electric resources in 
a sound and orderly fashion, by provision of incentives to the tax system for the promotion of 
practical use of gasohol and other renewable energy sources, as well as other conservative 
measures • • •  

MR. SPE AKER: Order please. The honourable me mber has five minutes. 

MR.  GA I.BRAITH: • . .  like programs of support to agriculture, the mining and tourist 
industries, b ut continuing to expand (X'ograms for our senior ci tizens, s uch as SAF ER, by 
continued i m provements in the health field. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a pleasure to take part in this Throne Speech Debate. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Fort Rouge wi th a question. 

MRS. WESTB URY: Mr. Speaker, rm w ondering why the honourable member stated 
that I was no t here this afternoon, when in fact, I have been in the Cha mber since 2:30.  
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M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Dauphin. 

M R. GALB RAITH: Mr. Speaker, she was not in her chair when I made that co mment. 

M R. SPEAK ER: Order please. Order please. May I point out to all me mbers and I've 
noti ced over the past two or three years, there's been an increasing tendency for members to 
make note of the absence or presence of me mbers in the Cha mber, and according to 
Beauchesne, that is not an accepted parlia mentary practice. I have not brought i t  to the 
attention of the House before, but I do so now hoping that me mbers w ill, in the best interests 
of good parliamentary debate, refrain fro m  making note of whether a me mber is present or 
absent from the Chamber. 

The Honourable Me mber for C hurchill. 

M R. JAY CO W AN (Churchill): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Of course, I wish to begin my 
contribution to this Throne Speech by way of congratulating yourself on your retention of  
your honoured position within these C hambers. Sir, I believe i t  i s  a strong testi mony to  your 
skills of conciliation, skills, Mr. Speaker, that I believe are to be sorely tested during the 
upco ming s ession by a desperate, progressive, conservative government, that is being dragged, 
ki cking, crawling and screaming into the '80s, Mr. Speaker, which on this side, Mr. Speaker, is 
confronted by, I might add, a opti mistic New De mocrati c  opposition, flush with victory, 
invigorated by new leadership and com petent , buoyant and bold into the new decade we 
march, Mr. Speaker, so that is a confronta tion. That is a confrontation that you w ill face 
throughou t this session. As you, Mr. Speaker, betwixt and between, si t in your honoured 
position, an honoured position if not a comfortable one. I wish you well during this session 
and upcom ing sessions. 

I would like also to take the opportunity, as have members before me, to congratulate the 
new members in the House: the Me mber for River Hei ghts, the Me mber for Fort Rouge and, 
of course, our own honoured member from the consti tuency of Ross mere. All have taken part 
in the proceedings in a major way in this debate and their contribu tions, Mr. Speaker, to date 
speak well of their abilities. I believe that they w ill be a fine contribution, not only to this 
legislat ure and to these Cha mbers bu t al<;o to the ir consti tuencies, and I know that all of  
the m  w ill serve not  only their consti tuents but  their province well. 

Of course, my congratulations must go out to the Mover and the Seconder of the Throne 
Speech. I believe that i t  was a difficult chore on their part to speak to that Throne Speech, 
given the a mbiguity of i t ,  given the fact that i t  was a desperate move by a desperate 
government, b ut they handled that chore quite capably. 

But , while on the subject, Mr. Speaker, I have to thank the Member for Em erson, whom I 
w ill not indica te whether or not he is in his seat today; I have to thank the Me mber for 
Em erson for his endorsement of  m y  abili ties and his advice. He suggest that I pay m ore 
attention to, I believe it was the Por t  of Churchill, that I pay more attention to hydro 
development in my contributions to this House and pay more attention to min ing. 

Well my suggestions back to the Me mber for Emerson, Mr. Speaker, is that he pay more 
attention to the Order Paper for, had he done so - and i t  was available to hi m at the ti m e  of 
his speech - he would have noted that there were two resolutions standing under my name; one 
dealing wi th the Port of Churchill and one dealing wi th the hydro development. And I can 
only suggest to the member that in the future he learn to read before he leap and he will 
avoid those e mbarrassing m istakes. 

And, finally, Mr. Speaker, i t  is customary to remark upon the changes within the Cabinet 
on the government side and welcome those me mbers to their new portfolios. And I can only 
co m ment, in regard to the addi tions, Mr. Speaker, is that i t  is my perception that with those 
addi tions, for the most part , they have s trengthened the anti-worker and the anti-labour 
element w ithin their own C abinet. In other than this reaffirmation of Tory philosophy they 
have acco m plished little el'le except to enlarge their Cabinet to a size whi ch they considered 
to be wasteful and extravagant when our administration had that same number of me mbers in 
their  Cabinet. 

So, having got the niceties out of the w ay, Mr. Speaker , i t  is ti me to review the record. It 
is interesting, number one,  that  the Conservatives are finally partici pating in full in the 
Throne Speech Debate. I believe this to be the first ti me that they have done so in this 
session of the legislature, and they are doing so, Mr. Speaker, because they now have a 
record to defend. A deplorable record albeit, i t  is nonetheless a record that they must defend. 
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They have a record, Mr. Speaker ,  of m is manage ment of the economy and we have i:roven 
i t  ti me in and ti me out , as every speaker on this side stood before you, Mr. Speaker, and gave 
you facts and figures and gave to the public of Manitoba facts and figures that i:roved beyond 
a shadow of a doubt that  the me mbers on tha t side, that the Progressive Conservative 
Government had bungled their manage ment of the economy of the Province of Manitoba. 
They have aided and abetted in the destruction of social services, needed social services, Mr. 
Speaker. They have implemented tax cuts for the wealthiest people in the society and, at the 
same ti me, Mr. Speaker, they have insti tuted cuts in programs for the neediest people wi thin 
the socie ty. And that, Sir ,  should not surprise any of us. That is their historical and, Sir ,  that 
is their philosophical stance. 

They are rebuilding Manitoba in their own i mage, Mr. Speaker, they are restructuring the 
society to s erve their selfish needs and , unfortunately , given the track recoro of the 
government, they are s ucceeding. And that is why the best people in this province are 
leaving, Mr. Speaker; and that is why very few want to come to the province; and that is why 
we have the out-migration figures that we do, that show we are losing population. And that I 
might add, Mr. Speaker, is exactly what the Conservatives want to happen. 

But, let us exa mine their atte mpt to defend their record; how have they gone about i t, 
outside of the diatribe of hate that we heard last night in these Cha mbers, one that we have 
heard i:revious and one that I am told has been given by the First Minister throughout his 
career; outside of that the y have attacked our Leader's hairdo. And I must admit I see it from 
a different perspective as do they. Bu t  I want to assure m y  Leader that their attacks are 
groundless, a t  least fro m m y  perspective; tha t he has a very nice back of the head, Mr. 
Speaker. They a ttack • . • And we've seen some personal attacks this session that are 
unparalleled , and we will see more because that is their strategy. That is their tactic; that is 
a last desperate action of a person who is drowning in their own mismanage ment. We will see 
m ore, but we have seen the m; they have attacked different me mbers of the opposi tion. And 
to the i:ress - ah, what they have called you in private; what they've called you in private. 
Mr. Speaker, their com ments in this House - and they are h urting enough I'm certain - pale 
besides what they are saying behind your backs, be careful, b e  careful. Bu t continue to print 
the tru th and continue to print the tru th in the unbiased and in the com plete and 
co mi:rehensive manner in which you have, and you have our support in bringing the truth to 
the people of Manitoba. 

They inti mate that there an NDP media conspiracy at work here; that we are in cahoots, 
you and I and me mbers of the press gallery , all of us are in cahoo ts; that we are trying 
toge ther, for reasons known only to ourselves, to depopulate this i:rovince; that that is our 
work; that people are leaving because, as the Me mber for Dauphin said , and many me mbers on 
that s ide, because we're full of doom and gloom. Well the doom and gloom is not in our 
mou ths; i t  is no t here, it  is ou t  there, Mr. Speaker. And that is why we are losing population 
in the manner in which we are; that is why people don't want to come to this province, people 
that did before. 

We are not manufacturing the crisis; you are not manufacturing the crisis, m y  sycophant 
friends in the press. They are creating a crisis; they are creating a crisis of their own doing 
and, Mr. Speaker, i t  will also be their undoing. 

But, let us look at how the Minister of Natural Resources - one who is left with little else; 
he came in here wi th a much larger portfolio and i t  has shrunk in ti me as they have added and 
brought n ew people into their C abinet - but let us look about how he w ent about i t, Mr .  
Speaker. They dredge around the back rooms of Statistics Canada and the Conference Board, 
organizations, both of which they have severely cri ticized in this H ouse. They severely 
cri ticized those organizations when i t  sui ted their purposes but now they dredge around in the 
back rooms; they pick a stat  here, they pick a statistic there like a Saturday afternoon 
rum mage sale. They finger through the m and hold the m up to the li ght - look, see what that 
one • . .  n o, put it down - and on and on and on until finally they pick and choose the wardrobe 
of statisti cs that fi t them the best , and they leave the rest as if they never w ere. 

And I believe it is worthy of the record, Mr. Speaker: The Me mber for St . Boniface said: 
"That is why they are parading in the nude, " and I think we have found , as apologists found , 
that the emperor, the little emperor, does indeed have no clothes on, Mr. Speaker. 

But we are left wi th the spectacle of that Minister of Natural Resources waving his way 
through a sta tisti cal review, a selective statisti cal overview, an argu ment that he weaves 
that is not intended, Mr. Speaker,  to convince, but to confuse. He uses his statistics as a 
drunk uses a lamp post in the middle of downtown; not so much for ill umination, Mr. Speaker , 
bu t more m erely to prop hi mself up. And i t  is wi th those statisti cs that they have tried to 
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prop up a dis mal record. It  is like trying to paint a picture by numbers' set using only the 
nu mbers that appeal to you, they never can quite finish the picture, Mr. Speaker. But let us 
help them. They say that a good opposition, and we are indeed a good opposition - a better 
government  m ind you, but a good opposi tion, none theless - they say that a good opposi tion can 
make a better government. Well, in this case, I don't know, Mr. Speaker , they are not beyond 
hope. As the Me mber for Transcona says, you cannot make s ilk out of a sow's ear. 

Bu t, let us make, at leas t  for the record, the proper co mparisons. Let us not pick a 
number here and there arbi trarily and partisanly , but let us create the full picture. Let us 
start w i th the employment picture. The Minister of Natural Resources and his colleagues 
time and ti me again want to give us statistics that tend to isolate the Province of Manitoba, 
as they want to isolate the Province of Manitoba from the rest of the country. What they 
w ish to do statisti cally - unfortunately , they may be succeeding doing literally - but i t  is an 
unfair co mparison to pick a three or four-year period from the New De mocratic Party 
administration and com pare it to a selected period of their own. Mani toba must be viewed in 
a national context. In these of all ti mes it must be viewed in the national context. He, the 
Minister of Natural Resources, picks the w orst four years of the NDP term and then paints his 
pi cture using only the Tory blue number that is categorized as Number 13 in the Paint by 
Nu mbers kit. Let's paint the full picture. Let's do i t  now, Mr. Speaker. 

Fact: the Progressive C onservative job creation record in comparison to the other 
provinces for the years 1978 and 1979, was the second w orst in Canada. Only Quebec was 
worse. The second worse. Statistics Canada is the source for most of these statistics and I 
w ill indicate i f  necessary where i t  is not the source so that the me mbers can verify the true 
co mplete total picture. 

Let's look at another fact. Our number of unemployed people in this province as a 
percentage of the Canadian em ployed , sli pped m ore in the last two years than i t  did in any 
o ther two-year period since 19 70. In other words, their two-year period, as a percentage of 
Canada, the nu mber of em ployed is w orse than any two-year period in the NDP 
administration. Take them all, compare the m  all, e i ther way, 1 9 7 7  with 1976,  1976 with 1975 
or 1977, i t  does not matter. Their record in two years is worse than ours ever was in that 
regard. As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, we have not created employment in this province 
at the national average. Had our e m ployment in this province increased at the national 
average for the last two years, there would be 8 ,000  more people employed in this Province of 
Mani toba today - 8 ,000. That's what their policies have cost us. They've cost us 8 ,000 jobs, 
Mr. Speaker. And, Mr. Speaker, had our percentage relationship in the n umber of employed -
and I beg you to try to follow these arguments because we are digging deep into the statistics 
for the full picture and someti mes it takes a greater deal of concentration - but the point I 
want to make is that in relationship, the number of Mani toba em ployed as a percentage of the 
number of Canadian employed, h ad this government been able to equal the average record of 
our government in our ei ght years, there would be 22,000 more Mani tobans em ployed today .  
And that's what their policies have cost us; 22,000 workers, Mr. Speaker. 

And they talk about the 24,000 jobs that they have created. Mr. Speaker, 6 ,000 of those 
jobs were part-ti me; 6,000,  a full quarter of the 2 4,000  jobs that they brag and crow about, 
were part-ti me em ployment,  not full-time e m ployment at all. So when the e m ployment 
pi cture is painted in full, the Tory blue job creation picture turns rather bleak and i t's 
actually Tory black and blue, Mr. Speaker. They did not perform as well as the NDP; they did 
not perfor m as well as the national average. In matter of fact, in most areas, they had one of 
the w ors t  records in Canada, and that , because that's all they have, is what they boast about 
in their speeches, as if they were talking to fools. As if the First Minister and his colleagues 
thought that the publi c w ere fools; as i f  they thought the press were fools. And as i f  they 
thought you and I were fools, Mr. Speaker. rm certain about myself, I'm certain; and I am 
certain, Mr. Speaker, that you are not a fool, that you are not fooled by their attem pts at  
deception and at  their attempts at misrepresentation. 

The Minister and his colleagues also have to defend the unem ployment record, Mr. 
Speaker.  Again we'll paint the co mplete pi cture, not selective statistics here ana there, fact, 
today or as of January the last fi gures that are available to us from Statistics Canada, there 
were approxi mately 2 8,000 unemployed Manitobans. That's a lot of Manitobans out of work. 
There w ere 22,000 in October of  1977. That's what the ir policies have cost us, 6 ,000 more 
people unemployed, Mr. Speaker. So however you cut the picture, however you want to pa int 
it,  as long as you are careful and honest enough to paint the full picture, their record is hara 
to aefend and i t  is hard to i magine that those 6 ,0 0 0  or 8,000 or 2 2,000, whichever way you 
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want to  use the figures, Mr .  Speaker, unemployed people out  there, share the First Minister 
and his colleagues' enthusiasm about their job crea tion record. I can tell you, I have talked to 
some of the m  and they do not and they are w aiting, they are w aiting, patiently albeit, but 
they are waiting to be able to inform you d irectly , and not through a federal election as they 
have in the past two ti mes, but  to inform you directly of their displeasure. 

And in the area of min ing, Mr. Speaker, an area over which the Minister of Natural 
Resources [X'eviously had responsibility, and for that reason has to take some of the 
responsibility for the record, the past two years has seen a picture drawn that is even bleaker 
than the pictures I have just outlined for you. It's downright dismal, Mr. Speaker. 

They puff their chests and they s trut when they discuss the exploration costs, Mr. Speaker, 
proud as brass, more money going into exploration. Bu t the botto m line is [X'oduction and 
e m ployment, Mr. Speaker, two areas of abject failure by the government. 

Direct our attention north ward for the moment and we exa mine the mining industry as it 
exists under a Tory admin is tration. And we mus t  reme mber that this is considered to be a 
Conservative strong sui t, the m ining industry. Historically the New De mocrats have been 
friends wi th the min ers. Histori cally the Progress ive Conservative Tories have been friends 
of the mining co mpan ies. So one would naturally expect that the mining companies would 
reci[X'ocate that friendship. Mining production would increase in the province, we would 
expect; new mines would co me into [X'oduction, w e  would expect and there w ould be an 
investment , a rush, an inflow of  capi tal into new mining ventures. The fact is that even 
although that is what one would reasonably expect; and that is what they w ould have us 
believe wi th their selective urn of  the statisti cs, once again the facts prove o therwise, Mr. 
Speaker. -{Interjection)- We shall see what happens, Mr. Speaker, when we do come back to 
answ er the question from the Me mber for Wolseley . 

Mr. Speaker, the fact is that m ineral [X'oduction under the Tories in the Province of  
Manitoba over the past two years has decreased. Mineral production is down, Mr. Speaker. 
The fact is there are fewer e mployees in the min ing industry today than there were in 
October, 1977. The fact is that workers have been laid off in recora numbers; that it is the 
worst decrease in the number of workers using the 1 9 7 8  figures, which are the latest ones 
available - and this by the way to the Me mber for Wolseley is fro m his own min ing Annual , his 
government's own mining Annual - that it is the worst decrease in at least the last decade. It 
is far worse, far w orse than any o ther one-year fall-off under the NDP adminis tration. That's 
the record they must define. That's the mining cli mate they have brought to the Province of 
Mani toba. And the fact is - and I want to be fair, to draw the whole picture, to give a 
totalisti c view of what is happening - Manitoba's mineral [X'oduction as a percentage of the 
provincial gross product suffered the second largest drop-off out of any province in Canada; 
that our mineral [X'Oduction as a percentage of the Canadian total, when we compare our 
production to what's happening in the o ther provinces, because there are fall-offs there too, is 
the lowest that i t  has been in at least a decade - and I can only say in at least a decade 
because that's as far back as I have the figures - but I would assume that i t  would go farther 
than that. 

So yesterday the First Minister in his dialogue of hate, accused the Opposition of 
deception and misrepresentation. But I wish to read back to the m an exam ple of his own 
government's feeble attem pts at pulling the w ool over the people's eyes - true as it may have 
been -- i t's a press release, Mr. Speaker, dated January 2 5 ,  1 980,  and I quote: 

"Amongst the major investments in 1979 which he said reflected" - and the "he" in this 
case is the Honourable Minister of Mines - ''he sai d reflected confidence in the indus try was a 
3 6  mill ion-dollar underground mine development at Ru ttan Lake to replace the open pi t 
operation and a 33 million-dollar concentrator whi ch opened at Snow Lake. 

Mr. Speaker, I have with me several articles from the Canadian Mining Journal. This 
arti cle is from August , 1977. Now you will note that this is before the government changed 
hands. Le t me just read fro m  that article, Mr. Speaker. 

"In a major step forward for Snow Lake min ing community, Hudson Bay Mining and 
Sm elting has just given the go-ahead for the construction of a 2 6,003,800-ton per day 
concentrator adjacent to the Stall Lake mine by early 1979," before the govern ment changed 
hands. Before the election had been called, the go-ahead had been given. As a matter of 
fact, Mr. Speaker, in the October Canadian Mining Journal under the CMJ Capi tal Spending 
Report, under H udson Bay Mining and Smelting i t  says: "The company has begun construction 
of a new concentrator to serve i ts Snow Lake area m ines. Planned capacity is 3 ,800 tons per 
day". They had begun construction before the government changed hands, and yet they want 
to take credit for it. They want us to believe tha t it is because of a confidence in the 
industry, a confidence in their government's reaction to the industry.  
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Sherri tt-Gordon Mines, Mr .  Speaker, and the Ru ttan operation is  much the same story -
I'm reading again from the October ,  1977 CMJ Capital Spending Report from the Canadian 
Mining Journal - and i t  says under the heading, Sherrit-Gordon Mines: "We'll develop an 
underground mine below the Ruttan open pi t to the 1 ,400 level and the esti mated cost is $30 
million." 

So, Mr. Speaker, -(Interjection)- Mr. Speaker, the Me mber for The Pas says that was 
planned when the mine was open, and that's exactly ri ght. But i t  was announced , i t  was on 
paper. The plans were drawn up; i t  was off the drawing board by the time the government 
changed hands and yet they want us to believe - or they would like us to believe - that these 
n ew capi tal ventures are because of their efforts in the field of the mining industry. 

The release, by the way , that I firs t read to you is enti tled "Craik Opti mistic for Mining in 
Eighties," and i t  goes on to say just the same things that I said to you minutes ago, that the 
m in eral production's down - and I'm taking statements from this press release - that the 
minerals produced was below the quantity produced in 197 8. That's what they say. He says 
that. I say that also. Wha t he doesn't say is that i t  was below that which was produced in 
1 9 7 7  also, when the government changed hands. 

This makes our Min ister opti mistic, the fact that mineral production is down. It w ould 
destroy any o ther Minister of Mines in any o ther jurisdiction, but not our resilient Minister, 
Mr. Speaker, that makes h i m  opti mistic; and he's opti mistic for two very specific reasons, 
capi tal ventures that w ere started, that w ere announced and that were proceeded wi th before 
his government came into power. So i f  there is any reflection of confidence that should be 
gleamed from these capi tal investmen ts, Mr. Speaker, I would think that it  is confidence in 
the industry under the NDP administration when these investments were first considered and 
first approved. 

Bu t when we talk about all these statistics we must not forge t that we are talking about 
people; people wi thout wcrk, people wi th wcrk, Mr. Speaker, people who don't want to work -
there are some - people who desperately want to work and can't find the jobs; people who 
can't find the wcrk they need. And we have to reme mber that people work for a nu mber of  
reasons. The lucky people wcrk and receive from their work a sense of  self-satisfaction, and 
that is an e thi cal part of w ork and must always remain so, let us not forget i t .  

There are some who w cr k  only - or a t  least in part - because they need - and th i s  is most -
they need to make a l iving wage. They work to make a better wage. They work to better 
condi tions for themselves and their fa milies. So we must not only review the mining s tatistics 
and the labour for s tatisti cs, we must also examine the income statisti cs and we mus t  review 
along w i th that the consumer price index statistics. And again, with the total picture in 
place, we can then make our effort in a reasonable com parison. So again, the full facts. 

The facts: Using figures, 1 9 6 7  through 1977 the percentage increases in the average 
weekly wages exceeded the percentage increases in the consum er price index every year. In 
other words, the wcrkers were out-pacing inflation, they were getting ahead. 

During 1 97 8  and 1979 under a Tory administration, whi ch has never been known for i ts 
sym pathy or empathy with the wcrking prople of this province, Mr. Speaker, the percentage 
increases in the consu mer price index were greater than the percentage weekly wage 
increases. In other wcrds, the wcrkers were making a little bit  more money but they were 
spending a lot m ore and they , in fact , w ere falling behind and they w ere suffering a 
decreasing s tandard of l iving under a Tory administration. A startling fact, Mr. Speaker.  

The average annual percentage increase in  union wages and supplements,  using 16  major 
trade unions as a base and comparing di fferent ci ties against other ci tis throughout the 
country , show that these unionized workers on an average in Winnipeg had the smallest 
percentage increase in their wages of any other major ci ty in the country, in 197 8, Mr. 
Speaker, the first full year of their term. The s m allest , and I have looked at those fi gures, I 
have perused and examined those figures and i t  is by a great deal s maller than the o ther 
ci ties, a great deal s m aller. 

And for the comparison --(Interjection)- The Me mber for Inkster says they considered i t  
an accom plishment , and that  they do. I have mentioned that before. That's what they 're 
after and they have succeeded in destroying our economy. Bu t let me just compare i t  to 1976  
and 1977,  Mr. Speaker , because in  those two years the percentage increases for W inni peg led 
the pack. In other wcrds, in 1976  and 1977  our workers were leaders, and in 1978, in one short 
year, they have fallen way back to the back of the pack. 

Let's talk about total income. Manitoba's percentage increase in total personal income, 
1 97 8  over 1 977, Statistics Canada, the latest figures available , was the second lowest again 
among the 10  provinces and well below the national average. So in total, the personal inco me 
is down. 
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How about the disposable income? The total personal disposable income, again using the 
same years 1977 com pared to 1978,  we had the third lowest increase out of the 10 provinces. 
And again, under the Tory rule Manitobans are at the back of the pack. 

Mani toba had the second lowest percentage increase in total wages in com parison to the 
o ther 10 provinces for the years 19 7 8  over 1977, and that includes our salaries and 
supplemental income,  less than the national average once again as i t  was in all cases. 

The average personal inco me for Manitobans increased at less than the national average 
again, 1978 over 1 977. So while Manitoba as a whole was lagging behind the rest of the 
provinces in their economic picture, in their job creation record, in their deplorable 
unem ployment  record, they w ere lagging behind as a province. The individuals working w ere 
lagging b ehind individually in wages and salaries, in personal inco me both total and disposable, 
in their standard o f  l iv ing. So the total picture, again, Mr. Speaker, is the Tory black and blue. 

I have to com ment again on the re marks from the Me mber for Emerson, that great 
advocate of labour in this province, the w orkers' friend. He said in his speech, "This mus t  be 
a record year for the loss of hours through lack of strikes and I contribute it all to my 
Minister and his people." 

Well, Mr. Speaker, s o  much for the valiant e fforts of both sides, negotiators for the 
com panies and negotiators for the em ployees at the bargaining table. So much for the hours 
upon hours that those dedicated people have spent in reasonable and responsible negotiating, 
giving us the record that we enjoyed last year, and it was a good record. Let there be no 
doubt, i t  was a good record. 

But so much for their efforts. I m ust go out and tell my Labour friends that they can rest 
easy , that they can sigh wi th relief because the Minister is going to take care of their 
negotiations for the m  and there is not going to be any more strikes in the province and they 
are going to get what they want.  Well, Mr. Speaker, that's not true, that's not true. But 
neither wa-e the facts that the Me mber for Emerson, when he said that i t  must be a record 
year, absolutely correct ei ther. Because aside from this transparent grab for credit ,  let us 
again look at what the facts show. The work days lost due to strikes and lockouts for 1979, 
w ere low er than usual. I said they w ere a good year and I'll stand by that statement , but they 
were far from any record. 

As a matter of fact, and i t's according to Statistics Canada figures, i f  you w ish, or the 
figures that are in this, the 1 97 9  Annual Report from the Minister hi mself, Mr. Speaker, in 
1977,  there wa-e less days lost due to work strikes and lockouts. So it was not a record year. 
As a matte- of fact , in 1977, they w ere up by two-thirds of what they w ere in 1979 in 
co mparison of the hours. 

But let us look at the total picture again, in 1978 and 1979. Put into the full two-year 
term of the Tory government so far, and those are the only figures we have to w ork wi th, the 
work days lost in this province due to str ikes and lockouts for Manitoba, are a higher total 
than any o ther two-year period under the NDP government. And I can go back a lot farther 
than that probably, although I would not want to make the categorical statement, probably to 
19 19. But I w ill suffice m yself wi th confining m y  remarks to the NDP reign and 
adminis tration. 

The two-year period that we have just suffered through in the Labour Relations area in 
this province was w orse, using that com parison, than it was under any two-year period of the 
NDP administration, and that is the record he must have been referring to, not the lack of 
s tr ikes but the large nu mber of days that w ere lost due to those s trikes. And in absolute 
terms it was higher,  Mr. Speaker, and again the full picture, percentage terms, co mparing the 
Province of Manitoba to the rest of the provinces, i t  was the hi ghest increase, a record 
increase, once again. 

So, I m ust recom mend to my friend, the Me mber for Emerson, as I did earlier, that he 
learn to read before he leap, to tem per his zeal wi th an enthusiasm which I know comes easily 
to him.  And I mean no disrespect, we should all be zealous and enthusiasti c in our work in 
this Cha mber. But I hope he tem pers i t  wi th a li ttle research. Facts that are available to 
me, I assume they are available to him.  

And then, Mr. Speaker, w e  talk about the number of certi fi cations, and this is information 
that I just go t  here today. How are the unions doing in this province ? While the Manitoba 
Federation of Labour, even though they included more affiliates in their body this year , had 
few er members than last year, possibly a thousand few er me mbers. That is just a reflectwn 
of what is happening in the economy as a whole. Bu t the unions are suffering. They're not 
finding any easy row to hoe under this govern ment , they're suffering because this government 
is not their friend, n ever has been, and never will be of  course, b ut should not try to leave the 
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i mi:x-ession that they are friends of labour; they are not, they are not  friend.S of  wocking 
people. And their antagonis m is reflected in their record , and as they were so qui ck to take 
what they ter med to be success, let them be also quick to accept the responsibility for the 
abject failures tha t have occurred. 

There's a point to follow on that, Mr. Speaker. There w ere fewer applications for 
certi fi ca tions in 1 979. They w ere the fewes t  number since 1968. In o ther words, the union 
organizing activity is not taking place out there because of the labour relations' cli mate that 
those friends are creating in the Province of Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker , in the few minutes left to me, I want to take a look at a more general area. 
Not the performance of the econom y  but the performance of the govern ment I want to speak 
to two rather specific subjects: Autopac and the New De mocratic Party labour legislation 
that is in place in the Province of Manitoba today , because I think we can draw an exam ple 
and a parallel fro m  what is happening there. 

In both instances, Mr. Speaker, historically and publicly, these i:x-ogressive measures 
brought to this province have been vehemently fought by the Tories, bo th publi cly and 
philosophically as well as in this Legislature, i t  is a matter of record. And in both instances 
they've pro mised substantial changes to that  legislation into that progra m when they took 
office. And for all their talk, for all their pro mises to their friends, nothing has been done, 
o ther than a total endorsation of NDP policy and progra ms, and a rejection of Tory philosophy 
and ideology. Le t there be no mistake about i t, they have turned their backs on their friends, 
they have turned their backs on their heritage, and they have turned their backs becaLSe they 
have done so in the most callous and disrepu table method. They have turned their backs, Mr. 
Speaker, on their own future. 

Mr. Speaker, they have not really changed their spots. Let us hope that it does not 
happen, but if that party came to power once again, we would see unparalleled attacks on 
those two areas. We would see them totally destroyed because there is still a mean vicious 
streak left in the govern ment. The porcupine may play dead but it does not lose i ts needles, 
Mr. Speaker. So I give that as a warning to the public to beware of the shams and the cons; 
we must guard and be on our vigilance against that party's opportunis m .  And it's all because 
of the federal election. The Me mber for Emerson referred to it. 

I have just a few momen ts; I'll be very brief. I would like to say more about the federal 
election. But, Mr. Speaker, the point is, that the pendulum is swinging. There is a great 
poli tical pendulu m out there and parties go from favor to disfavor, and they are going into 
disfavor. And the people of the Province of Manitoba are telling them in no uncertain ter ms, 
that they are in disfavor, in the Churchill Constituency, my own consti tuency. I thank the 
First Minister for co ming to Lynn Lake to campaign for the federal candidate. It was the 
first ti me in history that I can reme mber that the NDP took that co m m unity , and I contribute 
i t  in no small part to the visit  made by the First Minister, as well as to the good sense of the 
Lynn Lake electorate. 

Mr. Speaker, in the Churchill riding, by the way, the Tories went from first two years ago 
to third this year in the standings. And the pendulu m having swung, Mr. Speaker, means that 
we w ill soon be on that side of the Chambers and they will be on this side of the Chambers. 

Mr. Speaker, when this boisterous bold party came to power two years ago, we all knew 
they were heartless, w e  all knew they were s ightless, that they had no vision, no conception 
of the future. We all knew they w ere soulless, but we thought they had courage. We thought 
they had the guts to stand up for their own convictions, courage to take unpopular actions. 
We w ere wrong. We w ere fooled by their gun-slinger stance. They w eren't tough, they were 
only bullies, and when the going got tough, like all bullies, they turned tail and ran. And 
they've endorsed our programs. They have endorsed the m becaLSe they are a heartless 
visionless soulless gutless government on the run, left only with its ego, and that is being 
crushed if you look at the m now, Mr. Speaker. That too is leaving the m .  They are the big 
losers of the Seventies and that is why we are being treated to the curious spectacle of the 
past two months. 

Are the Tory government grasping to its heart NDP policy and i:x-ograms in legislation? If 
I can just one moment , warn the m of their folly , Mr. Speaker, I consider i t  a duty , they will 
not win on our programs, they will not win on our policies. If the people want NDP programs, 
they will elect an ND P govern ment and that they will. 

M R. SPE AKER: Order, order please. 
The Honourable Me mber for Roblin . 
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M R. J. WALLY McKENZIE: Mr. Speaker, what an interesting w ay to  spend an 
afternoon, l istening to a left-winger, almost a Marxist , that's only been in this country for a 
very short ti me, espousing and telling us people in this province what this great  party w ith all 
the w isdom and talent and skills that they have over there , i t's  unbelievable. I've heard much 
about the honourable me mber who just spoke from the last city election and the active part 
tha t he took in that city cam pai gn ,  and how his philosophies and beliefs w ere spelled out loud 
and clear . I only need to take a couple of speeches out to my constituency, Mr. Speaker, and I 
s ure w ish hi m well to run in Roblin. 

Mr. Speaker, may I again, as all members have done, congratulate you on your next year in 
office and wish you and the Deputy-Speaker, unfortunately he's not in his chair, w ish hi m 
every s uccess. What a difficult job it is, that of the Deputy Chair man. I had the occasion to 
try that job and it is very t iring, long hours and very difficult at ti mes to keep the me mbers in 
order , b ut I do wish hi m well during the session. 

May I also, Mr. Speaker, express my appreciation and congratulations to the four Pages 
tha t have been selected to look after o ur  du ties in this Chamber. I was very annoyed last 
evening, Mr. Speaker, when one of the Page girls made a slight error and members opposi te 
started pounding their desks and cheering as i f  in fact that wasn't some thing that could 
happen to any person. I felt sorry for the poor girl; she'd done her best, and that's not an easy 
task, Mr. Speaker, for a Page to stand over there, new in her place, name all the members off 
and in order, and do it correctly the first ti me. I dock m y  hat to her. But I regret the 
incident ,  as she felt terrible when she saw what was going on in this Cha mber. 

Mr. Speaker , may I again congratulate the new members: the Honourable Me mber for 
Ross m ere; the Honourable Lady for Fort Rouge who has now graced our Cha mbers and the 
new Me mber for River Heights. I look forward with keen interest to the debates of these 
three very learned people. They are certainly going to add some spice to our debate and some 
new thrust and new drive. New faces always help make this place a little more exciting than 
i t  was in the past. 

I would also like to offer my congratulations to the three new Ministers which the First 
Minister has seen fit to appoint • • .  

M R. SPE AK ER: Order please. I know this is very very unusual, b ut i t  has been 
brought to m y  attention by the Clerk of the House that the error was not that of the Page, i t  
was the error o f  the Clerk, and h e  wants the House to know that i t  w as  his fault last n ight and 
not the girl's at all. 

The Honourable Me mber for Roblin. 

M R. McKENZIE: I withdraw my re marks. If the Clerk was at fault, no more said, Mr . 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, the new Ministers, I am sure, are going to add a great deal of new ideas, new 
incentives, new thrust , and bring fresh ideas and philosophy to the govern ment and for the 
people of this province. 

Mr. Speaker, may I bring to all the members, the government, greetings, and the best 
w ishes of  the people of Roblin Consti tuency , who I've been honored to represent over the 
years. We had a first there last year on this bluegrass and western festival which beca me a 
very big event , and later on during the session I'll be bringing and passing brochures a m ongst 
the members of the H ouse of  the second annual which is slated for Foggy Creek. It certainly 
was a very exciting weekend here; all these banjo pluckers and gui tar players, and western and 
Dixie singers from all over entertaining people out on the grass. I look forward to that being 
an annual event in our consti tuency. 

May I very briefly, Mr. Speaker, pay m y  respects and condolences to the fa mily of the late 
Ni ck Hryhorchuk, who passed away since the last session, a great member of this Legislature, 
who sat here, s tarted way back in 192 0  as representing the Independent Farmers Party. Later 
on, I a m  sure , in the session, the condolence motion w ill be brought forth, but we certainly 
miss h im from my consti tuency , one of the great pioneers of - he called h imself a Ru thenian, 
from the part of the Ukraine tha t he came from .  

May I also, Mr .  Speaker, bring m y  best w ishes to the Mover and the Seconder. It's always 
refreshing, especially new members, to hear the m bring their thrust and new ideas into the 
debates before us. They are most enjoyable and I wish them both well in their years of 
s ervice to the House and to the people of this province. 

Mr. Speaker, the bilingual atmosphere of the Chamber is new, and I rather like the odd 
member using French in this House. I think it's going to add considerably to our decor; i t 's  
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going to, r m ,  s ur e  cemen t  our relations w i th other parts of Canada. The H on ourable Minister 
is in the throes of ge tting the equi pm ent into place. I'm s ure i t  w ill be very interesting for 
the fu ture of our province and rm s ur e  the peopl e of m y  consti tuency do everything possible 
to sti m ulate Canadian uni t y  and m ak e  Canada a better place for all. 

I m i gh t  add, Mr. Speaker, that in Roblin the recreational director there, Mr . Chrysler, 
w en t  ou t of his way in the local co m m unity to bring a midge t  hockey tea m into Roblin to 
spend a whole w eek fro m  the eastern townshi ps  of Quebec. So, w e  w ill, no doubt, b e  
practising our w estern French on those a thletes when they d o  arrive i n  Roblin. I think i t 's 
betw een 2 0th and the 2 7th. 

The other thing, Mr. Speaker , that I would l ike to dwell very briefly on, is the Canadian 
unity, I dare say was rocked to i ts very founda t1ons the n i gh t  of the ele c tion , when we turned 
our radio s ets on and our television sets, and found that the election was over before we even 
had a chance to coun t our b allo ts. That is so me thing, I think, that in this House and all across 
Western C an ada especially,  h as really brought us back to our senses, that this country 1s a 
long way fro m being one country , and w e  are going to have to w ork long and hard at our 
parlia m entary s ys te m  to s ee if there are n ot some w ays or i m p-ove men ts th at can be made, 
so tha t w e  don't face tha t di ffi cult proble m again. There is certainly always roo m for 
i mp-ove ment in our consti tu tion in our parlia men tary syste m ,  and e ither we dOn't turn the 
tel evisions on or keep the vote away from the public until the votes are all counted. I think 
that that was a b ack ward step, for especially Western C anada. I don't think that many peopl e  
realize that i t  was possible for that t o  happen i n  our ti m e ,  that an election could be held m 
this gr ea t  countr y ,  and the votes counted in Eas tern C anada could elect a govern m en t  w i th a 
majori ty . 

Mr . Speaker , I have been listening w ith keen in terest to all the various me mbers that h ave 
spoke on this Throne Speech Debate, and it is a very very m t eresting and w orth while 
docu ment to research . 

The general trend see ms to be to follow the s ta tistical k ind of the m e  during this parti cular 
debate. I recall, I beli eve i t  was the late John G. Die fenbaker, who once said tha t s ta tisti cs 
w ere for dogs or poles - poles were for dogs - and I wonder abou t s ta tisti cs ,  b ecause I have 
no t been the m os t  learned person in dealing wi th s ta tisti cs. You can m ak e  s tatisti cs basi cally 
read or say anything you w an t ,  depending what you compare the m  w i th,  and I wonder if w e  
go t  ourselves i n  the state o f  debate in this Cha mber and in this province , whereby we're going 
to use that m e thodOlogy or that type of debate to try and m ake it a li ttle better for the 
ci tizens who l ive here, and give the m full value for the taxpayers' dollars tha t the y 're 
expending for gover n ments to spend to try and make our quali ty of l i fe a li ttle better . I j us t  
l istened to the learned gen tle man that just spoke fro m Churchill, and l ist�med t o  hi m read 
through sta tisti cs there, turn the m  around any w ay he w an ted and said they're facts. 
C er tainly , you can make facts out of statisti cs, depending on how you pu t  the m toge ther. 

Bu t I noti ced also, at the same ti me, that he n ever spoke abou t m y  learned Minis ter of 
Labour in the sa me terms tha t he should have been spoken abou t in this deba te. Because I 
say, Mr. Speaker, and I'd l ik e  the record to show , that that is the finest and the most able 
Minis t er  of Labour tha t this province has had s ince I've been in this Legisla t ure, and I defy 
any m an to show m e  that w e  haven't :ie tter labour m anager relations m this province tJ1an 
we've had since he's occupied that chair. And one only has to go through the forew ord of the 
Annual Re port ,  which was tabled in the H ouse today, to realize some of the great things th at 
this Minister h as  done in his ti me. It's no t a very lengthy period in office, but , n ev er theless, 
i t's all there in the foreword, and I'm sure when we ge t to his Es ti mates, w e'll ge t b ack to 1 t  m 
m ore detail. But I found i t  s trange that the Labour cri ti c today , in his re m arks to the House, 
he avoided that. He did refer to hi m on a couple of occasions, Mr . Speaker, b ut very sklllfully 
by -passed so m e  of the m ost interesting things tha t are there abou t the Min is ter 's perfor mance 
in the year that's passed. 

W ell, Mr. Speaker , l et's ge t w i th the Thron e Speech th at is before us and see why the 
me mbers opposite are so annoyed and so concerned and have already put two mo tions on the 
record that they are opposing. I'm very unhappy to see U1e for m er H ouse Leader of the New 
De mocra ti c Party si tting over on tha t end seat there. Tll 1 s  Cha mber is no t the sa m e  a t  all, 
w i th the m e mber, who used to sit over there and keep the H ouse running s moothly. The place 
w as  always exci ting, and when it go t a little dull, he'd wade m to the aebate and give us on e o f  
those fired-up speeches th at he w as so fa mous for, and could draw our a ttention for hours on 
end listening to the eulogy and the au thority. I re gre t v ery m u ch to see hi m to have to leave 
his party due to reasons th at I think are pr e tty w ell k nown to most of the m e mbers. 1 
suspected that it w as go ing to co m e  long be fore i t  d1d , espe c i ally when the for m er pres1aent, 
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M r .  Syms decided to leave the party. I 'm sure maybe there are others that are feeling that 
the rest of the boys that's home looking after the place, l ike the great member from Ste. 
Rose, have moved far to the left and they can no longer stay with them now. 

But, Mr. Speaker, as the First Minister said last ni ght, I've heard a lot of speeches, I 've 
heard a lot of talk, b ut I still haven't heard what are the policies of the H onourable Leader of 
the Official Opposi tion and his party. Not one word in any of these debates have I heard to 
e nlighten me or let me go back to my people in the Roblin consti tuency and tell them what 
the N D P  s tand for, or what are some of the answers that the y have to some of the problems 
that we're facing in this province today. I listened intently of how they're going to deal with 
infla tion, Mr. Speaker, and as I rise in my Cha ir today, I heard not one member opposi te 
address themselves to that very d i fficult s ubject that faces all Canada, the Americans and 
the western world today. A most difficult problem but i t's got to be resolved , and i t's got to 
be dealt with to the best way possible that we k now. Bu t  I find i t  strange, e i ther the New 
Democratic Party does no t have an answer or a solution, or the one tha t they have got, 
they're afraid to bring i t  out into the open. My answer is that gover nments are spending far 
too much of the taxpayers' d ollars, and once we bring tha t under control, then we will start to 
d ampen inflation. That's not going to resolve it all, but at least that will be a start to deal 
wi th the matter of inflation. 

Mr. Speaker, I heard them d iscuss at some length, the high interest ra tes that were the 
s ubject of the ques tion period today . What is the answer to the hi gh interes t rates ? Wha t is 
the policy of the New De mocratic Party in regard to the interest rates ? How is Mr. 
Broadbent and your national party going to, all of a sudden one day, say, "Look, interes t rates 
are down 3 or 2 percent?" 

Now, that's nice, to stand up on a soap box in an election campaign, Mr .  Speaker, and 
make those kind of statements, bu t realistically and economically, how are you going to do 
i t ?  And I wait, Mr. Speaker, I wait and I will wait until - M r .  Speaker, I'm s till  waiti ng for - I 
don't who was the energy critic over there to espouse your policies on energy for the people 
of this province. 

Now, I maybe have not been listening as carefully as I should have to find who that lear ned 
member is that's going to deal wi th energy matters, but I hope tha t on an early occasion, he 
will rise to his feet and give us some insight i nto how the New Democratic Party intendS to 
deal wi th the serious problems that we face in energy in this province. Or, Mr. Speaker, are 
they going to refer back to that old dogmatic socialist trait, where you just let it d r i ft, and i t  
w i ll look after i tself. 

Mr. Speaker, the Throne Speech, the document that members opposi te voted against - i t  
says, first of all, that the levels of taxation borne by the people of Manitoba are now once 
again comparable to those borne by the other people of Canada. Now that is a statement. 
That is a fair s tatement, Mr. Speaker, and one that the honourable members opposite should 
have supported. 

Secondly, government intrusions in the ownership of business enterprises and of farmland 
throughout Manitoba have largely ceased . That is a posi tive step. One only has to read the 
sta tements of Mr. Runciman in the last issue of the grain growers' newspaper to realize what 
an im portant statement tha t was, and i t 's s trange that Mr. Runciman, only last week, 
coincided almost exactly w i th those statements that were pu t into the record at this 
communication which he was speaking to. 

Another statement, Mr. Speaker, my Mi nisters inform me that the economy of Manitoba is 
expected to grow at a rate generally above the national average. Now, I've l istened to 
members espousing this theory for the last several days - the member that just sat down. I 
think he had us down second last , or last , or fifth, or sixth. That can be put in perspec tive 
whatever way members opposi te wish to put i t. But, n evertheless, that statement is on the 
record , that's the statement of this government, that's the statement of this party, and I 
challenge members opposite, anyone, to stand up and prove to me that the economy of 
Manitoba w i ll not grow a rate generally above the national average in the next years. 

M r .  Speaker, i t  goes on and on. We had the problems of hyd ro spelled out in here. I find i t  
s trange nobod y wants to talk about hyd ro, and I 'm s ure tha t w ill come later. We'll get into 
that one in great depth. I look forward to those debates with keen interest. The rate freeze 
was mentioned in here. Do members opposite support tha t rate freeze? Is i t  a bad thing in 
Flon Flon? Is i t  a bad thing in Bur rows to have the hydro rates froze five years in this 
province ? They avoid tha t like poison, Mr. Speaker, for some reason, but nevertheless, i t's in 
the Throne Speech. 

Le t's move on now to the energy authori ty, Mr. Speaker, the Ma nitoba E nergy Counci l and 
so on. The En ergy Conservation Agreement, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order please. Be fore the member proceeds any further, the 
hour is  5:30, I'm leaving the Chair to re turn at 8:00 .  
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